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Staff Report 

Case No. V25-08 

13646 Perkins Rd, 70810     |     225-228-3200     |     planning@stgeorgela.gov     |     StGeorgeLA.gov 

Location: 9736 Vouvray Drive 

Owner/Applicant: Ricky Bravata 

Site Area: 0.29 acres 

Zoning: R Rural 

Character Area: Suburban 

Flood Zone: X (protected by levee) 

Conveyance Zone: No 

Existing Use: Low Density Residential 

Request: Variance to Sec.7:11.2.1-
Minimum Yard Standards to reduce the 
rear setback from 25 ft to 20’-9”, for a 
building addition for the 2nd garage 

Received: March 19, 2025 

Related Permit: #SG-25-02-0064  

Applicant’s Reason for Request: 
See attached completed application 

Board of Adjustment:  
April 7, 2025 

Findings of Fact 

1. The subject site is Lot 23 of the 
Vignes Lake subdivision, a single-
family residential lot with access to 
Vouvray Dr (Fig.1)  

2. The site and surrounding 
properties are zoned R Rural, with 
low-density residential 
development to the north, south, 
and east, and undeveloped land 
with a large private lake to the 
west. 

3. The existing dwelling was 
constructed around 1997. In 2020, 
the owner added a concrete pad 
behind the garage for additional 
vehicle parking (Google Earth 
Historical Imagery). 

4. In early 2025, the owner began 
constructing a 24 ft by 23 ft metal-framed structure on the existing concrete pad without a 
permit (Figures 2 and 3). This addition is attached to the rear of the existing garage.  

Figure 1: Aerial view of the Site and its surrounding 
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5. Construction ceased voluntarily in February 2025, and the owner submitted a building 
addition permit application (SG-25-02-0064) to legalize the structure.  

6. The Planning & Zoning Department rejected the permit application because the addition 
is located 20’-9” from the rear property line, whereas the Rural zoning district requires a 
minimum 25 ft rear yard setback. The applicant is requesting a variance to allow the 
reduced rear yard setback to 20’-9” under this application. 

7. A 15 ft public utility servitude runs along the rear boundary (see attached plat). The 
proposed addition does not encroach into this servitude. 

Figure 2: Street view of the property and the addition (photo taken by staff planner on 3/20/2025 during site visit) 

Figure 3: Photos of the addition at its current condition, submitted by applicant 

Existing 
Garage 

#1 

Future 
Garage 

#2 
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Variance Standard [UDC Sec.7:2.3.3.C] 

Variances shall only be granted for the purposes listed below when there will be no 
substantial negative impact on surrounding properties. 
 

1. Yard requirements may be varied only if there is an unusual physical condition of a lot 
that is not generally prevalent in the neighborhood and which condition, when related 
to the yard regulations of the zoning district, would prevent a reasonable or sensible 
arrangement of buildings on the lot. 

 
Staff Comment: The subject lot has a similar size, shape, orientation, and topographical 
conditions as neighboring lots. No unusual physical conditions exist that would prevent 
a reasonable building arrangement.  
 

2. Yard requirements may be varied in cases where a change or alteration of property 
has resulted from expropriation proceedings to allow a reasonable use of the 
property. 
 
Staff Comment: Not applicable. 

 
3. Yard requirements may be varied when strict application of the regulations would 

impose an undue hardship, such as the tearing down of a structure, or a portion of a 
structure, that was legally permitted and is substantially complete. Inconvenience of 
the property owner or other interested party(s) shall not be considered to 
demonstrate hardship. 
 
Staff Comment: Strict enforcement of the rear setback regulation would require 
demolition of the partially built metal addition. However, this structure was not legally 
permitted before construction. The applicant has submitted a retrospective permit 
application in an effort to legalize the addition. 
 

4. In no case may side yards be reduced to less than three feet. 
 
Staff Comment: Not applicable. 

 
5. In no case may yards be reduced if the reduction would conflict with required 

landscape buffers or required sight triangles 
 
Staff Comment: Not applicable. 

Public Notification 

 The subject property sign was posted on March 20, 2025. 





Zoning Variance Request 

Date: 03/22/2025 

Ricky Bravata  
9736 Vouvray Dr.  
Baton Rouge, La. 70817  
Email:   
Cell:  

To: Saint George Zoning Board 
13646 Perkins Rd. 
St. George, LA 70810 
 

Dear Planning and Zoning Board  

I am writing to formally request a variance for my property located at 9736 
Vouvray Dr. Baton Rouge, La. 70817. The purpose of this request is to obtain 
permission to build a garage that enters the 25-foot setback. I am requesting a reduced 
rear setback to 20’-9”. 

I believe that a variance is warranted in this case. 

The modification will benefit by being able to utilize existing slab. Water will drain much 
better hitting the ground rather than on the on concrete, may backup or delay drainage. 
Modification will have better appearance and result in an overall increase in property 
value. 

Modification will not create any undue burden on any neighboring residence. My lot 
backs up to powerlines. Approximately 50 feet away from property line is a large private 
lake with some gray area between. Only underground drainage resides in servitude. 

I have attached supporting documents including, site plans and photos. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request and hope to discuss this matter further. 
Please feel free to contact me at 225 270-7243 or rbravata@cox.net  should you need 
any additional information. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, Ricky Bravata 

 

mailto:rbravata@cox.net
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