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CHAPTER 1 – GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 7:1.1. Authority and purpose 
In accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes (La RS) 33:101 et seq., and 
particularly La RS 33:112, and in order to promote the health, safety, convenience, morals, 
and general welfare of the community, to ensure orderly development of property; provide 
for the proper arrangement, width, naming of streets in relation to other existing or planned 
streets that provide adequate and convenient traffic circulation including access for 
emergency vehicles; and ensure the adequacy of vehicular parking, utilities, and open space, 
the following regulations are adopted by the Planning & Zoning Commissions. 
 
These regulations divide the City of St. George into zoning districts and within the districts 
regulate and restrict the height, placement, and size of buildings and other structures; the 
size of yards, courts, and other open spaces; the location and amount of parking; and the 
location and use of buildings, structures and land for trade, industry, residence, and other 
purposes; establish appropriate regulatory bodies and prescribe their powers and duties; 
provide penalties for the violation of the chapter and repeal all ordinances in conflict 
herewith. 
 
The provisions in the Unified Development Code were originally adopted and became 
effective on November 20, 1996. 

Sec. 7:1.2. Relationship to Adopted Plans 
The regulations established by this Unified Development Code implement the 
comprehensive plan adopted by the St. George City Council for the purpose of promoting 
health, safety, morals, and the general welfare of the community. They have been designed to 
lessen congestion in the streets; to secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers; to 
provide adequate light and air; to prevent overcrowding of land; to avoid undue 
concentration of population; to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, 
sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements. They have been made with 
reasonable consideration among other things, to the character of the district, and its peculiar 
suitability for the particular uses; and with a view of conserving the value of buildings and 
encouraging the most appropriate use of land throughout the community. 

Sec. 7:1.3. Interpretation of the Unified Development Code 
In interpreting and applying the provisions of the Unified Development Code, the promotion 
of the public safety, health, convenience, comfort, morals, prosperity, and general welfare 
shall be held to be the minimum requirements. It is not intended by the Unified Development 
Code to interfere with or abrogate or annul any easements, covenants, or other agreements 
between parties, except that where a conflict may exist or develop between the regulations 
and restrictions, or other applicable legal restrictive regulations, then the more restrictive 
regulations shall control. 
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Sec. 7:1.4. Minimum Requirements 
Use of all premises in the City of St. George shall be in accordance with the standards 
established in this Unified Development Code, which shall be considered the minimum 
standards permitted. 

Sec. 7:1.5. Fees 
The amount associated with all fees referenced in this Unified Development Code may be 
found in Appendix B of this code. 

Sec. 7:1.6. Severability 
Should any section or provision of this Unified Development Code be declared invalid by 
judgment or court order, the remaining sections or provisions shall remain valid and in full 
force and effect. 

Sec. 7:1.7. Non-Substantive Errors 
The Planning Director may correct typographical errors, numerical reference errors, spelling 
errors, errors in section or page numbering, and similar non-substantive changes to the text 
of this Unified Development Code without a public hearing, provided the changes necessary 
to correct any errors do not change the meaning of the UDC, and any changes made are 
documented to the Zoning Commission and made a part of its regular meeting minutes. 
(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 
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CHAPTER 2 – ADMINISTRATION 

Sec. 7:2.1. St. George City Council 
The St. George City Council shall have all the powers and duties relating to planning and 
zoning that are conferred or imposed on the legislative bodies of cities by the General Laws 
of the State. 

Sec. 7:2.2. Planning and Zoning Commissions 
The Planning Commission and Zoning Commission are established in Title 1 City 
Organization, Chapter 5 Boards and Commissions of this Code. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 

Sec. 7:2.3. Board of Adjustment 
The Board of Adjustment is established in Title 1 City Organization, Chapter 5 Boards and 
Commissions of this Code. 
(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 

Sec. 7:2.3.1. Reserved 
(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 

Sec. 7:2.3.2. Organization 
A. Officers. The Board of Adjustment shall elect one of its members to be chairman and 

another member to be the vice chairman for terms of one year respectively, with each 
eligible for re-election. Such chairman, or in his absence the vice chairman, may 
administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. 

B. Rules. The Board of Adjustment shall adopt rules of procedure in which it shall fix the time 
for its regular meetings, which shall be held at least once a month. All meetings of the 
Board shall be open to the public. 

Sec. 7:2.3.3. Authority 
A. General. The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each 

member upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such facts, and shall 
keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of which shall be 
immediately filed in the office of the Board and shall be public records. A majority vote of 
members of the Board shall be necessary to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter 
upon which it is required to pass under the Unified Development Code or to effect any 
variation. 

B. Interpretation. The Board may interpret the provisions of the Unified Development Code 
in order to carry out the intent and purpose of the zoning map where the street layout on 
the ground varies from the street layout as shown on the zoning map. 

C. Variances. The Board shall have the authority to vary some requirements of the Unified 
Development Code. See Chapter 5 – Variances.  
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D. Appeals. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Board of Adjustment may appeal 
to the decision of the Board to the 19th Judicial District Court within 30 days after the 
decision of the Board. 

(Ord. No. 2025-013, 4-8-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 

Sec. 7:2.4. Historic Preservation Commission 

Sec. 7:2.4.1. Establishment 
A. The City of St. George Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) shall serve as an “Historic 

District Commission” pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statutes §25:732 to aid in the 
preservation and protection of buildings, sites, monuments, structures and areas of 
historic interest or importance through their protection, maintenance and development as 
historic landmarks and their recognition as such in the history and traditions of the state 
and nation; to establish and improve property values; and to foster the economic 
development of the areas affected. 

B. The HPC shall be administratively supported by the staff and funded through the budget 
of the Planning Department. 

B. The City Attorney shall be the ex officio attorney for the HPC. 

Sec. 7:2.4.2. Membership 
A. Composition 

1. The HPC shall consist of seven members, who shall be residents of the City of 
St. George. The members shall be appointed by majority vote of the St. George City 
Council. At least one member of the HPC shall be a resident or property owner of a 
locally designated historic district. 

2. Members of the HPC shall have a demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge 
in historic preservation as evidenced by training or experience in architecture, history, 
architectural history, planning, archaeology, real estate development, construction or 
other related fields. 

2. The members shall hold office for a term of four years. None of the members of the 
HPC shall serve more than two consecutive full, four-year terms. 

3. All members shall serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for actual 
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. 

4. Each member shall complete at least one training session per year as required by the 
Louisiana Certified Local Government Program Guidelines. 

5. Members shall not vote on issues in which they have a conflict of interest, consistent 
with State ethics requirements. 

B. Vacancies 
1. Any member who fails to attend 75 percent of all regularly scheduled meetings in any 

calendar year shall no longer be eligible to serve on the HPC. 
2. The St. George City Council may remove any member of the HPC for cause, on written 

charges, after a public hearing. 
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3. Any vacancy in membership shall be filled for the unexpired term by appointment by 
the St. George City Council. 

Sec. 7:2.4.3. Organization 
A. Officers and Committees 

1. A chairman and vice chairman shall be elected annually at the first meeting of each 
year from the members of the HPC. 

2. The HPC may designate and the chairman may appoint, from among its members, 
various committees with such powers and duties as the HPC may prescribe. 

B. Rules 
1. The HPC shall adopt rules for the transaction of its business, copies of which shall be 

available in the Planning Department. 
2. The HPC shall meet at least quarterly, and shall meet monthly whenever applications 

for public hearing COAs are pending. Additional meetings may be held on written 
request of any HPC member or the Mayor. 

Sec. 7:2.4.4. Authority 
The City of St. George Historic Preservation Commission shall be authorized to: 

A. Protect, enhance, and perpetuate resources that represent distinctive and significant 
elements of the city’s historical, cultural, social, economic, political, archaeological, and 
architectural identity; 

B. Provide a review process for the preservation and appropriate development of the 
City of St. George’s resources, including the development and approval of design 
guidelines for use in this purpose as well as review applications for Certificates of 
Appropriateness on private property, and approve, approve with conditions, or deny 
the Certificates of Appropriateness in accordance with the provisions of the Unified 
Development Code; 

C. Promote the use of resources for the education, pleasure and welfare of the people of 
the City of St. George; 

D. Advise any governmental agency of the State or local government, other than the 
governing body, prior to the initiation of any substantive change, modification, 
renovation, restoration or construction to or upon any historic site within the HPC’s 
jurisdiction, pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statutes §25:742; 

E. Prepare an inventory of all property within its jurisdiction having the potential for 
designation as historic property; 

F. Recommend to the Planning Commission and the St. George City Council specific 
places, districts, sites, buildings, structures, objects, or works of art to be designated 
by ordinance as historic properties; 

G. Recommend to the Planning Commission and St. George City Council that the 
designation of any historic place, district, site, building, structure, object, or work of art 
as historic property be revoked or removed; 
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H. Recommend to the City of St. George restoration or preservation guidelines of any 
properties acquired by the City of St. George Government; 

I. Promote the acquisition by the City of St. George of preservation easements; 
J. Make such investigation and studies of matters relating to historic preservation as the 

local governing body or the HPC may, from time to time, deem necessary or 
appropriate for the purposes of preserving historic resources; 

K. Apply for State and federal funds for historic preservation, and make 
recommendations to the St. George City Council concerning the most appropriate 
uses of any funds acquired; 

L. Consult with experts; 
M. Maintain Certified Local Government status with the Division of Historic Preservation 

of the Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism; 
N. Perform historic preservation activities as the official agency of the City of St. George 

historic preservation program; 
O. Recommend to the St. George City Council the acquisition or sale of historic 

properties or the acceptance by the City of St. George of donations, grants, funds, or 
gifts of historic property on behalf of the HPC; and, 

P. Recommend to the St. George City Council incentives that can be expected to 
encourage the preservation of the community’s historic resources and provide a 
positive incentive to affected property owners. 
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CHAPTER 3 – PROCESSES 

Sec. 7:3.1. General 

Sec. 7:3.1.1. Pre-Application Conferences 
A. Recommended. Before submitting an application for development approval that does not 

require a pre- submittal conference, it is recommended that a pre-application conference 
be scheduled with the appropriate department to discuss the procedures, standards and 
regulations required for development approval. 

B. Required. A mandatory pre-application conference with the department shall be required 
for rezoning as any type of planned development, including a Traditional Neighborhood 
Development 

Sec. 7:3.1.2. Application Requirements 
All requests for development approvals shall submit a completed application providing all 
information required by the department consistent with the submittal calendar established by 
the department along with all fees established by St. George City Council. 

Sec. 7:3.1.3. Public Notice 
A. Types of Notice Required. Notice shall be required for applications for development 

approval as shown in Table 7:3.A, Summary of Notice Requirements. 
B. Cost of Notice. The cost of notice requirements shall be paid by the applicant consistent 

with the fee schedule approved by the St. George City Council. 
C. Notice Requirements 

1. Published Notice 
a. Generally. Before the Planning or Zoning Commissions shall consider any 

development proposal requiring published notice, unless listed below, the 
proposal shall be advertised in accordance with law in the official journal of the 
City of St. George. An additional advertisement shall be inserted in suitable block 
ad form not less than two columns wide in a newspaper of general circulation 
published in the City of St. George three times. The first of which shall appear not 
less than ten days prior to the date set for the public hearing on the proposed 
amendment. 

b. Exceptions 
(1) Large Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendments. In addition to the general 

requirements listed above, each large scale comprehensive plan amendment 
shall require the publication of a “display ad” at least ten days prior to the date 
of the Planning Commission public hearing. This ad shall be no less than one-
quarter page in the official journal of the City of St. George. Such ad shall not 
be placed in that portion of the newspaper where legal notice and classified 
advertisements appear. The headline in such advertisement shall be in a type 
no smaller than 18 point, and shall appear in substantially the following form: 
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NOTICE OF LAND USE CHANGE 
It is proposed to change the Comprehensive Land Use and Development Plan 

“Comprehensive Land Use Plan” from [land use category] to [land use 
category] within the area shown on the map below. A public hearing on the 

proposal will be held by the Planning Commission on [date and time] and the 
St. George City Council on [date and time] at [meeting place]. 

 
 Such advertisement shall contain a geographic location map at a scale 

approved by the Planning Commission staff which clearly indicates the area 
covered by the proposal. The location map shall include major street names as 
a means of identification of the area. 

(2) Certificates of Appropriateness. Notice of the time and place of a scheduled 
public hearing on an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be 
published in the official journal of the City of St. George at least ten days 
before such hearing. 

2. Posted Notice. Before any public hearing on a development proposal requiring 
published notice other than those proposals initiated by the Planning or Zoning 
Commissions or the St. George City Council, the Planning Director shall post a sign on 
or adjacent to the property that is in the subject of the hearing. This sign shall be: 
a. Yellow for all items other than those requiring hearings before the Historic 

Preservation Commission, which shall be pink; 
b. A minimum size of 18 inches by 24 inches, and; 
c. Shall include the following information printed in a minimum 20 point font size: 

(1) For zoning cases, the present zoning classification of the property and the 
zoning classification sought by the amendment; 

(2) The date, time and place of the public hearing; and, 
(3) The phone number and web site for the Planning Department. 

 Where more than one parcel or tract of land is involved in the same application, 
the sign shall be posted at a centrally located point; in addition, at least one sign 
shall be posted on each block on each street involved in the proposed 
amendment. If the property under consideration does not front on a public street, 
an additional sign must be posted at the nearest public street. Such signs shall be 
posted not less than 15 calendar days prior to the date of the public hearing. 

3. Mailed Notice. A supplemental notice of the time and place of any required public 
hearing shall be mailed via regular mail from the Planning Department not less than 
15 days in advance of the hearing to all owners of real property within the area 
specified in Table 7:3.A, Summary of Notice Requirements. For the purpose of notice 
requirements, the names and addresses of such owners shall be deemed to be those 
on the current East Baton Rouge Parish Assessor’s Office. Failure of owners to receive 
supplemental notice of hearing shall in no way affect the validity of the action taken. 
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Table 7:3.A. 
Summary of Notice Requirements 

Procedure Published Posted Mailed 
Mailed Notification 

Distance 

Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment X X X 300 ft. 

Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment X    

UDC Text Amendment X    

Rezoning X X X 300 ft. 

Final Development Plan (Public 
Hearing) 

X X X 300 ft. 

Conditional Use Permit X X X 300 ft. 

Historic District/Landmark Designation X X X 300 ft. 

Certificate of Appropriateness (Public 
Hearing) 

X X X 300 ft. 

Certificate of Appropriateness (Staff)  X   

Revocation X  X 
Abutting property 

owners 

Street Name Change X  X 
Abutting property 

owners 

City Center Demolition/Relocation X X X 300 ft. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:3.1.4. Coordination with Others 
The Recreation and Parks Commission. The plans for all projects and developments to be 
constructed within 1,000 feet of a Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East 
Baton Rouge (BREC) designated park shall be submitted to the BREC Planning and 
Engineering Office at least 30 days prior to Planning or Zoning Commission action. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 

Sec. 7:3.2. Comprehensive Plan 

Sec. 7:3.2.1. Content 
A. A comprehensive plan for the physical development of the City of St. George shall be 

adopted by the Planning Commission. 
B. The several elements of the comprehensive plan shall be coordinated and be internally 

consistent. Each element shall include policy recommendations for its implementation 
and shall be implemented, in part, by the adoption and enforcement of appropriate 
regulations. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:3.2.2. Legal Effect of Comprehensive Plan 
A. Upon adoption of the comprehensive plan, no subdivision, street, park or public way, 

ground or space, drainage, building development or structure, whether publicly or 
privately owned which is in conflict with the comprehensive plan or the Unified 
Development Code shall be constructed or authorized by the appropriate department of 
the City of St. George government, until and unless the locations and extent thereof shall 
have been submitted to and approved by the Planning Commission. 

B. All land development regulations including zoning and map, subdivision regulations, 
roadway plan, and all public improvements, public facilities and all City of St. George 
regulatory actions relating to land use, subdivision and development approval shall be 
consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

Sec. 7:3.2.3. Plan Amendments 
A. Plan amendments shall follow the schedule of rezoning applications. 
B. Plan amendments shall be categorized as “large scale amendments,” or “small scale 

amendments” pursuant to the following criteria: 
1. A large scale amendment shall be any change involving more than five acres of land. 
2. A small scale amendment shall be any change other than a large scale amendment. 

C. Action by the Planning Director. Upon receipt of a completed application for a change to 
the comprehensive plan, the Planning Director shall prepare a report showing that the 
following criteria were considered regarding a proposed change to the future land use 
map of the comprehensive plan: 
1. Whether the proposed change would be consistent with the vision, goals, objectives, 

action items, or policies of any adopted plans; 
2. Whether the proposed change would be compatible with the existing land use 

pattern and/or designated future land uses; 
3. Whether the proposed change would create substantial adverse impacts in the 

adjacent area or the city or parish in general; 
4. Whether the subject site is of adequate shape and size to accommodate the proposed 

change; and, 
5. Whether a change in conditions since the adoption of the plan has occurred or an 

error was made in the original designation of the property. 
D. Action by the Planning Commission. The comprehensive plan may be amended only 

following preparation of a report by the Planning Director on the requested change and 
consideration of the change in a public hearing by the Planning Commission. Planning 
Commission action on a plan amendment shall be by vote of a majority of the 
membership of the Commission. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:3.3. Amendments to the Unified Development Code 

Sec. 7:3.3.1. Initiation 
Amendments to the Unified Development Code may be initiated by the Zoning Commission 
or by the St. George City Council upon its own motion or upon petition. 

Sec. 7:3.3.2. Process 
A. With the exception of changes related to Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, 

and Water Quality, all changes to the text of the Unified Development Code shall require 
a public hearing by and recommendation from the Zoning Commission by majority vote 
and a public hearing and action by the St. George City Council following the receipt of a 
final report from the Planning Director on the merits of the amendment. 

B. The St. George City Council may amend Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, 
and Water Quality, of the Unified Development Code upon its own motion or upon 
petition without a recommendation from the Zoning Commission. 

Sec. 7:3.4. Zoning Changes 

Sec. 7:3.4.1. Initiation 
The St. George City Council, the Zoning Commission, or any citizen acting with the consent of 
the owner of the affected property may petition for a change to the official zoning map 
regarding a particular piece of property. 

Sec. 7:3.4.2. Action by the Planning Director 
Upon receipt of a completed application for a change of zoning, the Planning Director shall 
prepare a report showing that the proposed change is consistent with the comprehensive 
plan, and satisfies the technical requirements of the Unified Development Code. In addition, 
the report should illustrate that at least one of the following criteria were considered 
regarding the proposed change. 

A. The land use pattern or character of the area has changed to the extent that the 
existing zoning no longer allows reasonable use of the proponents’ property and 
adjacent property. Factors to consider in making this determination include: 
1. The requested designation is the same as, or similar to that existing on properties 

next to, or across the street from the site under consideration; 
2. Consideration of unique or unusual physical or environmental limitations due to 

size, shape, topography, or related hazards or deficiencies; 
3. Consideration of changes in land value, physical environment or economic aspects 

which tend to limit the usefulness of vacant land or buildings. 
B. The proposed zoning change, and the potential of a resulting land use change, will 

comply with the general public interest and welfare and will not create: 
1. Undue congestion of streets and traffic access; 
2. Overcrowding of land or overburden on public facilities such as transportation, 

sewerage, drainage, schools, parks, and other public facilities; 
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3. Land or building usage which is, or may become incompatible with existing 
character or usage of the neighborhood; 

4. An oversupply of types of land use or zoning in proportion to population, land use, 
and public facilities in the neighborhood. 

C. The proposed zoning change is in keeping with zoning law and precedent, in that: 
1. It is not capricious or arbitrary in nature or intent; 
2. It does not create a monopoly, or limit the value or usefulness of neighboring 

properties; 
3. It does not adversely affect the reliance that neighboring property owners or 

occupants have placed upon existing zoning patterns; 
4. It does not create a spot zone, that is, an incompatible or unrelated use that would 

prevent the normal maintenance and enjoyment of adjacent properties. 

Sec. 7:3.4.3. Action by the Zoning Commission 
Following receipt of the Planning Director’s report, the Zoning Commission shall hold a 
public hearing on the proposed change of zoning in order to make a recommendation to the 
St. George City Council. The Zoning Commission, in its recommendations to the St. George 
City Council, may state its concurrence with, or rejection of, proponents’ offers of proof of 
public hearings and may state, in its motion of recommendation to the St. George City 
Council, its position in relation to proponents’ statements and the Planning Director’s analysis; 
and such statements and analyses shall be forwarded to the St. George City Council along 
with the Zoning Commission recommendations. 

Sec. 7:3.4.4. Action by the St. George City Council 
A. Public Hearings. Upon receipt of the Zoning Commission’s recommendation, the 

St. George City Council shall hold a public hearing on the proposed change in zoning, 
unless the Zoning Commission recommends denial by a unanimous vote and the 
St. George City Council concurs, in which case the matter need not be introduced for 
public hearing. Any member of the St. George City Council may introduce an appeal of 
the rezoning decision of the Zoning Commission at the St. George City Council meeting 
following the rezoning decision of the Zoning Commission, failure to appeal will make the 
Zoning Commission decision final. The matter shall not be introduced except by a 
majority vote by the St. George City Council. If the St. George City Council introduces the 
appeal of the rezoning decision, the item shall be heard at the next regularly scheduled 
St. George City Council Zoning Meeting. Failure to introduce the rezoning will make the 
Zoning Commission decision final. 

B. Vote of the St. George City Council 
1. Items with a Favorable Recommendation from the Zoning Commission. Items with a 

favorable recommendation from the Zoning Commission shall require a majority vote 
by the St. George City Council in order to be approved. 

2. Items with an Unfavorable Recommendation from the Zoning Commission. Any item 
that has failed to receive the approval of the Zoning Commission shall not be passed 
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by the St. George City Council except by a favorable vote of 2/3 of the entire 
membership of the St. George City Council. 

3. Zoning Changes without the Consent of the Property Owner. Any proposed change to 
the zoning designation of privately-owned real property initiated by motion of 
St. George City Council shall require a favorable vote by 2/3 of the entire membership 
of the St. George City Council, unless the proposed amendment has the written 
consent of the property owner(s) indicating support for the proposed change. This 
provision shall not apply to any publicly-owned lands. 

Sec. 7:3.4.5. Withdrawal of Applications 
A. Any application which the applicant wishes to withdraw from Zoning Commission public 

hearing must be withdrawn by written notice to the Planning Director prior to 5:00 p.m. 
on the day of the Zoning Commission public hearing, and following such withdrawal shall 
not be accepted for re- advertisement for six months, except on majority vote by the 
Zoning Commission. 

B. When application is duly advertised and not withdrawn as set forth above, a public 
hearing shall be held by the Zoning Commission and a report forwarded to the 
St. George City Council along with any applicable petition received, it may be withdrawn 
from St. George City Council action only by written request to the City Clerk before noon 
on the Monday preceding the public hearing. Any such application withdrawn in this 
manner shall not be accepted for re-advertising for one year. 

C. Any rezoning application, withdrawn after Zoning Commission action but prior to 
St. George City Council action, may be re-filed with the Zoning Commission in less than 
one year provided that the Zoning Commission approves a written request showing there 
is evidence not previously considered or extenuating circumstances. 

Sec. 7:3.4.6. Denial of Applications 
No application for a change to the official zoning map regarding a particular piece of 
property shall be accepted by the Planning Director unless it has been one year or longer 
since the first denial of a similar application to rezone the same piece of property, and two 
years or longer since the second and subsequent denial of a similar petition to rezone the 
property. The Planning Director may accept and process an application for a zoning change 
on the same property, without regard to the time restrictions identified above, if he 
determines that the new application is substantially different from the previously denied 
application(s), meaning that the major issues and concerns raised in the previous denial have 
been addressed. 

Sec. 7:3.5. Conditional Use Permits 

Sec. 7:3.5.1. Conditional Uses Defined 
Conditional uses are those uses that are generally compatible with the uses permitted in a 
zoning district, but require individual review of their location, design, and intensity in order to 
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ensure their appropriateness on any particular parcel of land and the compatibility of the use 
with adjacent uses. Conditional use permits may be granted for those conditional uses 
enumerated in each of the zoning districts established in this ordinance with the standards 
and procedures of this section and the standards established for each conditional use in the 
district regulations. 

Sec. 7:3.5.2. Reserved 
(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:3.5.3. Standards Applicable to All Conditional Uses 
A conditional use permit shall be granted only if the requested use is deemed to be in the 
public interest and the applicant demonstrates that all specific conditions for each use are 
met and: 

A. The design of the proposed development minimizes adverse effects, including visual 
impacts, of the proposed use on adjacent properties; 

B. The proposed use will not unduly burden essential public infrastructure and services 
including roadways, existing parking spaces, police and fire protection facilities, 
drainage systems, refuse disposal, water and sewers, and schools; and 

C. The proposed use will not allow land or building usage that is incompatible with the 
existing character or usage of the neighborhood. 

Sec. 7:3.5.4. Issuance of a Conditional Use Permit 
Conditional uses shall be reviewed and approved or denied in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. 

A. A written application for a conditional use permit shall be submitted to the Planning 
Department with the fee established by the St. George City Council. A conditional use 
permit application shall include a detailed site plan including all items indicated on 
the site plan checklist. 

B. The Planning Director shall prepare a report showing that the proposed conditional 
use is consistent with the comprehensive plan, and satisfies the technical requirements 
of the Unified Development Code. 

C. The Zoning Commission shall conduct a public hearing on all conditional use permits 
and make a recommendation to the St. George City Council, who shall conduct a 
public hearing before making a decision via passage or denial of an ordinance. 

D. No conditional use permit for construction or license for occupation shall be issued by 
the City of St. George until all appeal periods have expired and copies of the 
approved site plan required as part of the permit have been distributed. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 
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Sec. 7:3.5.5. Adjustments to a Conditional Use Permit Site Plan 
Following approval of a conditional use permit, adjustments to the site plan may be allowed 
as follows: 

A. The Planning Director may authorize adjustments to an approved conditional use site 
plan that are consistent with all requirements of the zoning and do not violate any 
stipulations associated with the issuance of the conditional use Permit. Such 
adjustments shall be limited to the following: 
1. Altering the location of any structure provided that the structure is not moved 

within ten feet of the required setbacks to an abutting property; 
2. Altering the location of a parking area or driveway to be within five feet of a 

required setback to an abutting property; and, 
3. Expanding the building area, or the conditional use area within an existing 

structure, originally approved through the public hearing by up to 20 percent 
provided that the expansion shall not permit a building to be located within ten 
feet of the required setbacks of an abutting property. 

B. Any changes to an approved conditional use site plan other than those listed above 
shall be considered a substantial change and shall require the approval of the Zoning 
Commission following the same process as a new Conditional Use Permit. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:3.5.6. Maintaining Validity of a Conditional Use Permit 
A. Initiation of Construction. Within three years of conditional use approval, construction 

shall commence in accordance with the approved conditional use permit site plan. Failure 
to commence construction within that period shall automatically render the conditional 
use permit null and void. 

B. Cessation of a Conditional Use. A permit for a conditional use authorizes only the 
particular use for which it was issued and such permit shall automatically expire and cease 
to be of any force or effect if such use shall, for any reason, be discontinued for a period 
of one year. If a building, the use of which is conditional, is damaged or destroyed to an 
extent of more than 60 percent of its fair market value, by fire, explosion, act of God, or 
the public enemy, then any restoration shall follow the time limits for construction of a 
conditional use. 

Sec. 7:3.5.7. Effect of Denial of a Conditional Use Permit 
No application for a conditional use permit on a particular piece of property shall be 
accepted by the Planning Director unless it has been one year or longer since the first denial 
of a similar application on the same piece of property, and two years or longer since the 
second and subsequent denial of a similar petition. The Planning Director may accept and 
process an application for a conditional use permit on the same property, without regard to 
the time restrictions identified above, if he determines that the new application is 
substantially different from the previously denied application(s), meaning that the major 
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issues and concerns raised in the previous denial have been addressed and the use 
proposed with the new application is less intense than the one previously denied. 

Sec. 7:3.5.8. Revocation of a Conditional Use Permit 
In addition to any other penalties and remedies for violation of this ordinance, any 
conditional use approval may be revoked for violation of any condition imposed upon such 
approval. Upon receipt of a report by the Building Official or Planning Director identifying a 
violation of a conditional use, the Zoning Commission shall hold a public hearing to revoke 
the conditional use permit. Following the hearing, the operator of the conditional use shall be 
given a reasonable time limit of at least 25 days to correct all violations. A report verifying the 
violation(s) have been remedied shall be submitted to the Planning Department at least five 
days before the expiration of the time limit. Failure to remedy the violation within the time 
limit given shall result in the revocation of the conditional use permit. Any party may appeal a 
decision by the Zoning Commission to revoke a conditional use permit to the St. George City 
Council following the process described in Sec. 7:3.5.4.D., above. 

Sec. 7:3.6. Revocation or Relocation of Streets, Alleys, Rights-of-Way, or Servitudes 
Dedicated to Public Use 

Sec. 7:3.6.1. Application 
At the time of filing application, the applicant shall submit letters of no objection to the 
revocation or relocation from utility providers and appropriate City of St. George 
departments. 

Sec. 7:3.6.2. Action by the Planning Director 
Upon receipt of a completed application for a revocation or relocation of a right-of-way or 
servitude dedicated to public use, the Planning Director shall prepare a report showing that 
the revocation or relocation will have no adverse impact on adjoining properties. If the 
applicant did not submit letters of no objection from utility providers, the Engineering 
Department, and the East Baton Rouge Department of Development at the time of the 
application, no report may be provided until such letters have been obtained. 

Sec. 7:3.6.3. Action by the Planning Commission 
The Planning Commission shall consider the propriety and feasibility of the revocation or 
relocation in a public hearing and submit its recommendation to the St. George City Council 
within 60 days after the application is determined to be complete; provided that, in those 
instances where the revocation or relocation will not have any effect on any property other 
than that of the applicant, no hearing before the Planning Commission shall be required, but 
the report of the Planning Director shall be made to the St. George City Council. 

Sec. 7:3.6.3. Action by Council 
After receipt of a report, the St. George City Council may introduce an ordinance revoking or 
relocating the street, alley, right-of-way or servitude to be heard at the next regular meeting 
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of the St. George City Council for a public hearing called and advertised. At the time of the 
hearing, the St. George City Council may adopt or reject the ordinance. 

Sec. 7:3.6.4. Title Not Warranted 
These provisions do not give any person the right to have a street, alley, right-of-way, or 
servitude revoked and the City of St. George does not warrant clear and merchantable title to 
any property over which the street, alley, right-of-way or servitude to be revoked or relocated 
lies. 

Sec. 7:3.7. Designation of Local Historic Districts and Landmarks  

Sec. 7:3.7.1. Criteria for Designation 
A local historic district or landmark should exhibit one or more of the following 
characteristics: 

A. Historic or Cultural Significance. The site proposed for designation should: 
1. Have character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural 

characteristics of the City of St. George, Louisiana, or the United States; 
2. Be the site of an historic event; 
3. Be identified with a person or group who influenced society; or, 
4. Exemplify the cultural, archaeological, economic, social, political, or historic 

heritage of the parish and its communities. 
B. Architectural and Design Significance. The site proposed for designation should: 

1. Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, theme, method of 
construction or indigenous materials and craftsmanship; 

2. Represent the work of a master architect, builder, engineer or that of significant 
artisans; 

3. Possess high artistic values and design integrity; 
4. Be a distinguishable entity in that it has not been altered to the extent that its 

original purpose or use is indiscernible; 
5. Be an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood and community 

or a place of natural or aesthetic interest that contributes to the cultural or 
historical development of the City of St. George, State or region; or, 

6. Be an outstanding example of a building, structure, object, or work of art 
representative of its era, or one of the few remaining examples of past architectural 
styles. 

Sec. 7:3.7.2. Process for Designation 
A. Application 

1. Historic Districts. An historical society, neighborhood association, group of property 
owners, or the Mayor and the St. George City Council may apply for designation. 

2. Historic Landmarks. An historical society, property owner, or the Mayor and the 
St. George City Council may apply for designation. 
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B. Building Survey 
1. As part of the application, applicants shall provide a building survey that can be used 

to inform the public and to document and evaluate archaeological and historic sites 
for the purpose of understanding the architectural or cultural significance of all 
features within locally designated districts/landmarks. The survey shall follow the 
guidelines for nominating property to the National Register of Historic Places and shall 
include: 
a. A physical description of the proposed district, including clearly defined 

boundaries for the proposed district, or the landmark, and, 
b. A description of its historic significance. 

2. All structures, buildings, objects, works of art and cultural landscapes in the proposed 
district/landmark shall be surveyed and evaluated. Individual properties within historic 
districts shall be classified as: 
a. Contributing Historic Element. A building that is fifty years old or more that is 

culturally significant or a worthy representative example of its period style of 
architecture. 

b. Non-Contributing Element. A building that does not meet the criteria for a 
Contributing Historic Element listed above. 

3. The building survey shall be submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office for 
review and comment prior to any further action on the application. 

C. Community Survey for Local Historic District Nominations. Each property owner within the 
area proposed for designation as a local historic district shall be sent a questionnaire, 
which may be returned to the HPC, to ascertain the degree of interest in and support for 
the proposed designation by all property owners directly affected by the proposal. Such 
questionnaire shall be used for information purposes only and shall not be binding on the 
HPC, the Zoning Commission or the St. George City Council. All questionnaires shall be 
mailed to the last known owner of the property, as shown on the most recent tax digest 
during the designation process and at least thirty days prior to any adoption public 
hearings. 

D. Adoption Procedure 
1. Historic Preservation Commission Action. Following receipt of the State Historic 

Preservation Office comments on the Building Survey and the results of the 
Community Survey, the HPC shall consider the merits of designation in accordance 
with the provisions of this ordinance at a public hearing and shall recommend 
approval, approval with conditions, or denial of any request in a timely manner. 

2. Zoning Commission Action. Following receipt of the recommendation of the HPC, the 
Zoning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the designation in the same 
manner as a rezoning. 

3. St. George City Council Action. The St. George City Council shall make the final 
determination regarding a designation, considering the recommendations of the HPC 
and the Zoning Commission, at a public hearing in the same manner as a rezoning. 
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4. Ordinance Requirements. Any ordinance designating a local historic district or 
landmark shall describe the exterior boundaries of the district or landmark to be 
designated, and establish the requirement that a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 
be obtained from the HPC prior to any change to the exterior of any part of a 
designated property that is visible from a public street. 

5. Notification of Adoption of Ordinance for Designation. Within 30 days following the 
adoption of the ordinance for designation by the St. George City Council, the owners 
of each designated historic property shall be given written notification of such 
designation by the HPC; which notice shall notify those owners of the requirement to 
obtain Certificates of Appropriateness. 

6. Moratorium on Applications for Alterations or Demolitions. If an ordinance for 
designation has been recommended by the HPC, the HPC shall have the power to 
require that the Building Official delay an application for alteration or demolition for 
properties under consideration for up to 120 days. Any building permit issued prior to 
the recommendation of an ordinance for designation may continue until its expiration. 

Sec. 7:3.7.3. Design Guidelines for Local Districts and Landmarks 
A. Intent. Design Guidelines shall identify the characteristic features of the district or 

landmark to be used in determining the compatibility of new construction or alterations 
with the character and architecture of the area. It is the responsibility of the HPC to ensure 
that changes in the local historic districts/landmarks reflect the appropriate City of 
St. George Local Historic District/Landmark Guidelines. 

B. Limitation on Use. Design Guidelines shall not be considered regulatory. They are 
intended to provide design guidance about elements and materials without 
compromising the character of structures, buildings, objects, or works of art within a local 
historic district. 

C. Development 
1. The HPC, working with neighborhood residents, shall draft Design Guidelines 

consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties after designation of a district or landmark. 

2. The HPC shall hold a public hearing in order to receive comments on the proposed 
Design Guidelines and, at the conclusion of that hearing, shall recommend to the 
Zoning Commission their approval, approval with changes, or may defer action, 
determining additional work is necessary. 

3. After receiving the HPC’s recommendation, the Zoning Commission shall consider the 
proposed Design Guidelines at a public hearing. Following the public hearing, the 
Zoning Commission may approve the Design Guidelines, approve them with changes, 
or refer them back to the HPC for additional work. 

4. Notice of all hearings on the Design Guidelines shall be published in at least three 
consecutive issues in the official journal and/or in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the City of St. George. All such notices shall be published not less than ten nor 
more than 20 days prior to the date set for the public hearing. 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 3 –  Last amended 
Processes 3-14 April 28, 2026 

5. All amendments to the Design Guidelines shall follow the procedure set forth above. 

Sec. 7:3.7.4. Certificates of Appropriateness 
A. When Required. A COA shall be required for any exterior change that is visible from a 

public street to any part of a private property within a locally designated historic district or 
landmark, unless the change is determined to be ordinary maintenance and repair. 

B. Approval Authority. Depending on the nature of the work proposed, a COA may be 
issued by the by the Planning Director through a staff-level approval process, or by the 
HPC through a public hearing process. 

C. Submittal Requirements. Applications shall be submitted along with required 
documentation identified below to the Planning Department office. 
1. New Construction, Additions, and Alterations. Such drawings, photographs, or plans as 

may be required by the Planning Director to permit determination of conformity with 
the applicable Design Guidelines. 

2. Demolition or Relocation. Unless the request for demolition is made by the City of 
St. George, in which case only the records depicting the current condition of the 
building and the Building Official’s determination that the structure is unsafe are 
required, an applicant shall provide the following material: 
a. Records depicting the original construction of the structure, including drawings, 

pictures, and/or written descriptions, if available; 
b. Records depicting the current condition of the structure, including drawings, 

pictures, and/or written descriptions; 
c. Description of the proposed use of the property after demolition/relocation of 

structure; 
d. The current fair market value of the structure and property as determined by an 

independent licensed appraiser or recent sales documents; and, 
e. A report regarding the nature, imminence, and severity of the threat, the cost of 

restoration of the structure, and the feasibility of restoration of the structure. 
D. Criteria for Approval. The decision to approve a COA shall be based on the application 

meeting the following criteria: 
1. New construction, Additions, and Alterations. The proposed work is consistent with the 

Historic District/Landmark Design Guidelines applicable to the subject property. 
2. Demolition or Relocation. The HPC may approve a COA for demolition or relocation if 

the application satisfies at least one of the following criteria: 
a. The structure, building, object or work of art poses an imminent threat to public 

health or safety; 
b. No economically viable use of the property exists; or, 
c. The cost to repair the structure exceeds its market value. 

E. Process 
1. Staff Level 

a. Certificates of Appropriateness for those changes that do not require building 
permits may be approved by the Planning Director without a public hearing and 
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shall not be subject to application deadlines provided that no work is performed 
prior to the issuance of the COA except as has been authorized by the Planning 
Director as an emergency repair. 

b. Upon receipt of a staff level application, the Planning Commission staff shall notify 
the HPC with a request to provide comment within three working days of receipt 
of notification. 

c. Within 14 working days of receipt of an application, provided that no objections 
are raised by HPC members during the comment period, the Planning Director 
may approve, modify or deny such application. If the Planning Director fails to 
render a decision within this period or if any objections are raised by an HPC 
member during the comment period, the application shall be heard by the HPC at 
its next scheduled meeting. 

d. The applicant for a staff level COA that is denied may appeal such denial to the full 
HPC for consideration at a public hearing by filing an appeal in writing to the 
Planning Department within ten working days from receipt of the denial. 

e. At the monthly HPC meeting the Planning Department staff shall give a report 
regarding all staff level applications reviewed. 

2. Public Hearing Level 
a. Any application for an exterior change that will require a building permit, including 

all applications for demolition and relocation as well as any application seeking 
approval for work done without first obtaining a COA, may only be approved by 
the HPC after a public hearing. 

b. The HPC shall approve the application with or without conditions and issue a COA 
if it finds that the proposed work is consistent with the approval criteria established 
in this ordinance. 

c. When the HPC acts upon an application, it shall state its reasons for its decision 
and shall transmit a record of such actions and reasons, in writing, to the applicant. 

d. In cases where the application covers work that would require the issuance of a 
building permit, the rejection of the application for a COA by the HPC shall be 
binding upon the Building Official or other administrative officer charged with 
issuing building permits and, in such a case, no building permit shall be issued. 

e. Failure by the HPC to render a decision within 60 days of the date of the first 
hearing by the HPC shall be taken to constitute approval of the application by the 
HPC, unless the applicant has requested that the commission delay its decision 
beyond the 60 day period otherwise required. 

f. If the HPC approves an application over which objections are raised during the 
review process, whether by an HPC member or the public, the COA shall not be 
issued for a period of 10 calendar days subsequent to the Commission's decision. 
If during that period an appeal is made to the St. George City Council, the decision 
of the Commission shall automatically be stayed pending St. George City Council 
review. 
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g. Approved COAs may be revised by the Planning Director if the revision meets the 
requirements of a staff level application. If the proposed revision requires a 
building permit it shall be reviewed according to the procedure for public hearing 
applications. 

h. Effect of Denial of an Application for Demolition and Relocation. If a COA for 
demolition/relocation is denied, no further applications may be considered for the 
subject matter of the denied application for one year from the date of the final 
decision unless the HPC, by majority vote, waives the time limitation, finding that 
there are changed circumstances sufficient to warrant a new hearing. 

i. Appeals 
(1) Any person adversely affected by any determination made by the HPC relative 

to the issuance or denial of a public hearing COA may appeal such 
determination to the St. George City Council; the appeal must be filed with the 
City Clerk’s Office within ten calendar days of the HPC decision and shall be 
considered at the first Council meeting after the appeal has been received. The 
St. George City Council may approve, modify, or reject the determination 
made by the HPC. 

(2) Appeals of decisions of the St. George City Council relative to the issuance of 
COAs may be taken to the District Court of the City of St. George, in the 
manner provided by law. 

F. Period of Validity. A COA shall become void unless the approved work is commenced 
within 12 months of the date of issuance, but may be extended by the Planning Director 
in consultation with the HPC chairman for up to two one-year periods for good cause 
shown. 

G. Relation to Other Ordinances. The issuance of a COA shall not relieve an applicant for a 
companion building permit, special use permit, variance, or other authorization from 
compliance with any other requirement or provision of the laws of the city concerning 
zoning, construction, repair, or demolition. In all such cases, applicants are required to 
obtain a COA prior to obtaining other required approvals as other agencies will require 
the decision of the HPC in in order to make their subsequent decisions. 

H. Undue Hardship. Where, by reason of unusual circumstances, the strict application of any 
provision of the regulations governing Certificates of Approval would result in exceptional 
practical difficulty or undue hardship upon any owner of a specific property, the HPC, in 
acting on applications, shall have the power to vary or modify strict adherence to these 
provisions, or to interpret their meaning, so as to relieve such difficulty or hardship; 
provided such modifications or interpretations remain in harmony with the general 
purpose and intent of the provisions of the regulations, so that the architectural or 
historical integrity, or character of the property shall be conserved, and substantial justice 
done. In granting such modifications, the HPC may impose reasonable and additional 
stipulations and conditions as will, in its judgment, best fulfill the purpose of this 
Ordinance. 
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I. Exceptions 
1. Temporary fences on private property shall not require a COA provided that the 

temporary fence is no more than five feet in height and is in place no more than 
30 days. In no instance shall the fencing be within the public right-of-way or restrict 
access along streets or sidewalks. 

2. Ordinary maintenance or repair shall not require a COA. 
3. The Planning Director may authorize work which would require a COA and is deemed 

necessary on an emergency basis for the preservation of a structure. Such 
authorization shall not constitute issuance of a COA, and the property owner must 
apply for a COA in a timely manner after such work is commenced. Failure to apply for 
a COA within ten working days of the Planning Director’s authorization for such work 
shall constitute a violation of this ordinance. 

Sec. 7:3.7.5. Demolition by Neglect 
A. Prevention 

1. All locally designated historic landmarks and all contributing structures identified by 
the official historic survey located in a local historic district, shall be preserved against 
decay, deterioration, and kept free from certain structural defects by the owner thereof 
or such person, persons, or entities who may have custody or control thereof. 

2. Demolition by neglect shall mean neglect in maintaining, repairing, or securing a 
historic landmark or a contributing structure in a local historic district that results in 
substantial deterioration of an exterior feature of the building or structure or the loss 
of structural integrity of the building or structure that results in deterioration of the 
structure and threatens the preservation of the structure. 

3. The HPC shall ensure that contributing structures located within the local historic 
district and landmarks designated by the Commission are not allowed to be 
demolished through neglect of the owner. However, if the property owner has 
submitted a COA application, then the HPC shall not initiate demolition by neglect 
proceedings until the COA is denied and all appeals have been exhausted. 

B. Standards. The exterior features of any building or structure found to have defects (as 
outlined below) located within a local historic district shall be preserved by the owner or 
such other person who may have legal possession, custody, and control thereof against 
decay and deterioration and kept free from structural defects. The owner, or other person 
having such legal possession, custody, and control, shall upon written request by the City 
stabilize or repair such exterior features if they are found to be deteriorating, or if their 
condition is contributing to deterioration of the property or the district, including but not 
limited to any of the following defects: 
1. Deterioration of exterior walls, foundations, or other vertical support that causes 

leaning, sagging, splitting, listing, or buckling where such condition threatens the 
structural integrity of the structure; 
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2. Deterioration of flooring or floor supports, roofs, or other horizontal members that 
causes leaning, sagging, splitting, listing, or buckling where such condition threatens 
the structural integrity of the structure; 

3. Deterioration of external chimneys that causes leaning, sagging, splitting, listing, or 
buckling where such condition threatens the structural integrity of the chimney; 

4. Deterioration or crumbling of exterior plasters or mortars where there is evidence that 
such condition has allowed deterioration of structural elements that threaten the 
structure’s integrity; 

5. Ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls, roofs, and foundations, including broken 
windows or doors where there is evidence that such condition has allowed 
deterioration of structural elements that threaten the structure’s integrity; 

6. Defective protection or lack of weather protection for exterior wall and roof coverings, 
including lack of paint, or weathering due to lack of paint or other protective covering 
where there is evidence that such condition has allowed deterioration of structural 
elements that threaten the structure’s integrity; 

7. Rotting, holes, and other forms of decay where there is evidence that such condition 
has allowed deterioration of structural elements that threaten the structure’s integrity; 

8. Deterioration of exterior stairs, porches, handrails, window and door frames, cornices, 
entablatures, wall facings, and architectural details that causes delamination, 
instability, loss of shape and form, or crumbling where there is the possibility that the 
architectural details will be totally lost or destroyed; or, 

9. Deterioration of contributing accessory structures. 
C. Procedure for Enforcement 

1. The HPC may file a petition listing specific defects with the Building Department 
indicating that a building's condition falls under the Commission's criteria of 
Demolition by Neglect. Whenever a petition is filed with the Building Department, a 
preliminary inspection shall be performed within seven days of the date of the 
petition. 

2. To proceed with the citation process the HPC must vote by a majority to make a 
preliminary finding of Demolition by Neglect and requesting an inspection. If a 
preliminary determination is made by the HPC, the owner shall be notified by certified 
mail of the defects in the building. The owner shall be given 30 days in which to 
respond to the preliminary determination or obtain a COA for the corrective work. If a 
COA is issued at this point, it will detail the specific work which is necessary to correct 
the Demolition by Neglect conditions, and a time limit for work to begin and be 
completed shall be set. If the applicant deems that the time limit is unreasonable, they 
will provide details regarding the unreasonableness to the HPC which will 
subsequently by majority vote consider extending the time. If the preliminary 
investigation does not substantiate the petition, the petition shall be considered 
resolved and no action will be taken. 

3. If the owner of the property receives the letter regarding the preliminary 
determination, but fails to respond, the matter shall be referred to the HPC for a 
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citation hearing. If the owner fails to receive the letter regarding the preliminary 
determination after two attempts, the building shall be posted with a notice of the 
violation in accordance with the provisions of the Ordinance, and a public hearing on 
the citation shall be scheduled. 

4. At the public hearing the HPC may issue a citation to the owner of the property for 
failure to correct the Demolition by Neglect conditions. The citation shall be made by 
a vote of the majority of the HPC on a motion recognizing the condition of the 
building and the owner's failure to correct the defects. The owner shall be invited to 
the public hearing to address the HPC’s concerns and to show cause why a citation 
should not be issued. The HPC may defer the matter to give the owner more time 
either to correct the deficiencies, make a proposal for repairs, or perhaps sell the 
property. 

5. If the owner is cited for the condition of Demolition by Neglect of the property, he/she 
shall be given until the next regularly scheduled HPC meeting to respond with a 
proposal to correct the defects. 

6. If a COA is issued at this point, it shall be worded to place specific constraints on the 
owner for initiating and completing the work. 

7. Any person adversely affected by a determination that a structure is being demolished 
by neglect made by the HPC may appeal such determination to the St. George City 
Council. The appeal must be filed with the City Clerk’s Office within ten days after 
notification is sent. The St. George City Council may approve, modify, or reject the 
determination made by the HPC by a favorable vote of 2/3 of the entire membership 
of the St. George City Council. 

Sec. 7:3.7.6. Violations 
A. Any person who violates this section, with the exception of unauthorized tree cutting, 

damaging or removal and demolitions, shall be cited for a separate offense for each day 
during which the violation is continued, from the first day the unlawful act was committed 
until either a COA is obtained or the property is restored to the condition it was in 
immediately prior to the violation. 

B. Removing, Cutting, Damaging or Destroying Trees. Any owner, agent, lessee, or other 
person acting for or in conjunction with him/her, who directly or indirectly cuts, fells, 
damages, destroys or removes any tree or who applies or causes to be applied a 
substance that damages or destroys a tree, without first going through the process to 
obtain approval for a COA, shall be in violation of this section. The provisions of this 
section shall not apply to an act of God. The provisions of this section shall not apply to 
the cutting, felling, destroying or removal of a tree by recognized employees or agents of 
the City of St. George acting pursuant to authority. 

C. Stopping Work Commenced Without Permit. A stop work order shall be issued by the 
Building Official on work not in compliance with an approved COA. Any such work shall 
be considered a violation of this chapter subject to any and all appropriate fines and 
penalties. 
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D. Injunctions. Whenever any person has engaged in or is about to engage in any act or 
practice which constitutes or will constitute a violation of this ordinance, the HPC, through 
the City Attorney’s office, may make an application to the appropriate court for an order 
enjoining such act or practice, or requiring such person to refrain from such prospective 
violation or to remedy such violation by restoring the affected property to its previous 
condition. Upon a showing by the HPC or the city that such person has engaged or is 
about to engage in such act or practice, a permanent or temporary injunction, temporary 
restraining order, or other appropriate order shall be granted without bond. 

E. Penalty Provisions. The following penalty provisions shall be applied by the appropriate 
court in response to applications filed by the City Attorney relative to the enforcement of a 
violation of this chapter. 
1. Any owner, agent, lessee, or other person acting for or in conjunction with him/her, 

who, with the exception of unauthorized tree cutting, damaging or removal and 
demolitions, violates the ordinance or law or rules, regulations, or decision of the HPC, 
shall for each offense be fined not less than $100 dollars, and each day that a violation 
continues constitutes a separate offense. 

2. Any owner, agent, lessee, or other person acting for or in conjunction with him/her, 
who cuts, fells, damages, destroys or removes any tree without having been issued a 
COA, shall be fined in an amount equal to one and one-half times the monetary value 
of the tree damaged, destroyed or removed, based on “diameter at breast height” 
(dbh) calculated from the stump, and applying the most current standards of the City 
Tree and Landscape Manager and based upon the historical significance of the tree as 
designated in the historic building survey of the district. If the violator has ground the 
stump and therefore prevented a dbh calculation, then the penalty shall be three 
times the monetary value of the tree. Trees that have been damaged or removed shall 
be replaced with trees of a species approved by the Planning Director, and such 
replacement cost shall be paid by the violator. 

3. Any owner, agent, lessee, or other person acting for, or in conjunction with, him, who 
demolishes a structure or edifice without having been issued a COA, shall be fined a 
single fine of not less than $5,000 nor more than $100,000 based upon the historical 
significance of the structure or edifice as designated in the historic building survey of 
the district. 

Sec. 7:3.8. Demolition and Relocation of Historic Buildings in the City Center Character Area 
Overlay 

Sec. 7:3.8.1. Unlawful Demolition or Relocation of Buildings 
Approval from the HPC shall be obtained before demolition or relocation of any building 
more than 50 years old within the City Center Character Area Overlay and outside of the 
boundaries of a local historic district. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:3.8.2. Submittal Requirements 
Unless the request for demolition is made by the City of St. George, in which case only the 
records depicting the current condition of the building and the Building Official’s 
determination that the structure is unsafe are required, an applicant shall provide the 
following material: 

A. Records depicting the original construction of the structure, including drawings, 
pictures, and/or written descriptions, if available; 

B. Records depicting the current condition of the structure, including drawings, pictures, 
and/or written descriptions; 

C. Description of the proposed use of the property after demolition/relocation of 
structure; 

D. The current fair market value of the structure and property as determined by an 
independent licensed appraiser or recent sale documents; and, 

E. A report regarding the nature, imminence, and severity of the threat, the cost of 
restoration of the structure, and the feasibility of restoration of the structure. 

Sec. 7:3.8.3. Criteria for Approval 
The HPC, after receipt of a report from the Planning Director, may approve, approve with 
stipulations, or deny a request to demolish or relocate a building within the City Center 
Character Area Overlay that is more than 50 years old if the application satisfies at least one 
of the following criteria: 

A. The building poses an imminent threat to public health or safety; 
B. No economically viable use of the property exists; or, 
C. The cost to repair the structure exceeds its market value. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:3.8.4. Appeals 
A. Decisions of the Historic Preservation Commission. Any person adversely affected by any 

determination made by the HPC relative to the approval or denial of a demolition or 
relocation application in the City Center Character Area Overlay may appeal such 
determination to the St. George City Council. The appeal must be filed with the City 
Clerk’s Office within ten days after HPC decision. The St. George City Council may 
approve, modify, or reject the determination made by the HPC. 

B. Appeals of the St. George City Council. Appeals from decisions of the St. George City 
Council made pursuant to this section may be taken to the District Court of the City of 
St. George, in the manner provided by law. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:3.9. Land Clearing 

Sec. 7:3.9.1. Site Clearing Permits 
All activities related to land disturbance that are not associated with agricultural activities or 
commercial timber harvesting shall require a site clearing permit. Prior to disturbance of any 
development or redevelopment of a lot or parcel of land, excluding individual existing 
residential lots of less than five acres in a recognized subdivision, a site clearing permit for 
such activity shall be obtained from the Engineering Department. 

Sec. 7:3.9.2. Permit Requirements 
Before obtaining a Site Clearing Permit the following material related to the site must be 
submitted to the Engineering Department: 

A. A current aerial photo and topographical map;  
B. Existing hydrology; 
C. Existing vegetation, specifically identifying and locating the tree species described in 

Table 7:3.B, Significant Tree Species, with a dbh of ten inches or greater. 
D. Environmentally sensitive areas onsite; 
E. A plan of conceptual intent for use after clearing, including the proposed site plan 

after clearing; 
F. Limits of Construction (as defined by the Unified Development Code) shall be drafted 

and shall only encompass the proposed areas of improvement; 
G. Limits of Clearing (as defined by the Unified Development Code); 
H. Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for clearing activities; and 
I. Start and end date of clearing activities. 

Table 7:3.B. 
Significant Tree Species 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Quercus alba White Oak 

Quercus falcata Red Oak 

Q. falcata var. pagodifolia Cherrybark Oak 

Quercus lyrata Overcup Oak 

Quercus michauxii Cow Oak 

Quercus nuttallii Nutall Oak 

Quercus phellos Willow Oak 

Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak 

Quercus virginiana Live Oak 

Taxodium ascendends Pond Cypress 

Taxodium distichum Bald Cypress 

Ulmus americana American Elm 
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Scientific Name Common Name 

Ulmus alata Winged Elm 

Sec. 7:3.9.3. Limits of Clearing 
All clearing should occur only within the limits of clearing shown on the plans. Additional area 
may be cleared for construction staging during the clearing, but this area may not exceed ten 
percent of the total area being cleared. 

Sec. 7:3.9.4. Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
Environmentally sensitive areas shall not be cleared unless the applicant can show there is no 
practicable alternative to the clearing of these areas on the site. An Environmental Protection 
Area “404” Permit shall mitigate this requirement for federally recognized wetlands. 

Sec. 7:3.9.5. Stormwater Prevention Plan 
Prior to the commencement of clearing activities, the SWPPP must be approved. The SWPPP 
shall be implemented throughout the clearing process until the site is stabilized. 

Sec. 7:3.9.6. Post Clearance Soil Stabilization 
All cleared areas shall have soil stabilization methods instituted within 14 days of clearing. If 
construction ceases for a period of 14 days or more, the land shall be stabilized by the 
fourteenth day. 
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CHAPTER 4 – SITE PLANS AND PLATS 

Sec. 7:4.1. General 

Sec. 7:4.1.1. Pre-Application Conferences 
It is recommended that a pre-application conference be scheduled with the appropriate 
department to discuss the procedures, standards and regulations required for development 
approval. 

Sec. 7:4.1.2. Coordination with Others 
The Recreation and Parks Commission. The plans for all projects and developments to be 
constructed within 1,000 feet of a Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish (BREC) 
designated park shall be submitted to the BREC Planning and Engineering Office at least 
30 days prior to the Planning or Zoning Commissions public hearing. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 

Sec. 7:4.1.3. Notice Requirements 
A. Types of Notice. Notice shall be required for applications requiring Planning or Zoning 

Commission approval through a public hearing shall be as shown in Table 7:4.A, Notice 
Requirements. 

B. Cost of Notice. The cost of notice requirements shall be paid by the applicant consistent 
with the fee schedule approved by the St. George City Council. 

C. Notice Requirements 
1. Published Notice. Published notice shall be advertised in accordance with law in the 

official journal of the City of St. George at least 15 days prior to approval. 
2. Mailed Notice. A supplemental notice of the time and place of any required public 

hearing shall be mailed via regular mail from the Planning Department not less than 
15 days in advance of the hearing to all owners of real property within 300 feet of the 
proposed development. For the purpose of notice requirements, the names and 
addresses of such owners shall be deemed to be those on the current East Baton 
Rouge Parish Assessor’s Office. Failure of owners to receive supplemental notice of 
hearing shall in no way affect the validity of the action taken. 

Table 7:4.A. 
Notice Requirements 

Procedure Published Posted Mailed Mailed Notification 
Distance 

Site Plan X X X 300 ft. 

Subdivision Concept Plan X X X 300 ft. 

Subdivision Preliminary Plat X X X 300 ft. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 
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Sec. 7:4.2. Site Plans 

Sec. 7:4.2.1. Application Requirements 
A. Generally. All requests for site plan approval shall submit a completed application 

providing all information required by the department along with all fees established by 
St. George City Council. 

B. Site Plans Requiring Zoning Commission Approval. Any site plan requiring approval by the 
Zoning Commission shall require submittal consistent with the submittal calendar 
established by the department in addition to the requirements listed above. 

Sec. 7:4.2.2. Thresholds for Approval 
A. Approval Authorities 

1. The approval authority of projects shall be determined by the intensity of 
development, as described in Table 7:4.B, Site Plan Thresholds for Approval. 
(a) Site plans not listed in Table 7:4.B shall be approved by the Planning Department. 
(b) Site plans shall not be required for the following residential uses when there is only 

one principal building on a lot: 
(1) Single-unit detached dwelling; 
(2) Single-unit zero lot line dwelling; or 
(3) Two-unit dwelling. 

2. In determining approval authority, the development of contiguous sites under 
common ownership, whether simultaneously or in phases, shall be considered one 
project. 

B. Additions 
1. An addition that results in the site reaching the threshold for approval by a different 

approval authority shall require the approval of that new approval authority. 
2. Exception. A development that was previously approved by the Zoning Commission 

following a public hearing shall only require a new public hearing if the addition 
represents 20% or more of the number of units, gross floor area, or developed site 
area previously approved by the Zoning Commission following a public hearing. 

Table 7:4.B. 
Site Plan Thresholds for Approval 

Type of Project Threshold Approval Authority 

Residential 15 units or more Zoning Commission 

Additions to Residential See 7:4.2.2.B., Additions See 7:4.2.2.B., Additions 

Manufactured Home Park all Zoning Commission 

RV Park all Zoning Commission 

Commercial Recreation More than one acre Zoning Commission 
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Type of Project Threshold Approval Authority 

All Other New  
Non-Residential 

30,000 sf or more of gross 
floor area OR 10 acres or 

more of developed site area, 
whichever is less 

Zoning Commission 

Additions to All Other  
Non-Residential 

See 7:4.2.2.B., Additions See 7:4.2.2.B., Additions 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:4.2.3. Reserved 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:4.2.4. Reserved 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:4.2.5. Criteria for Approval 
In order to be approved, a site plan shall: 

A. Meet all the requirements of the Unified Development Code; 
B. Demonstrate, with sufficient and verifiable information and data, that public facilities 

are, or will be before approval of a certificate of occupancy, adequate to support and 
service the proposed development, unless the applicant requests and the Zoning 
Commission approves an adequate public facilities waiver (see Chapter 5 – Variances), 
or the applicant agrees to enter into a Development Agreement with the City before 
the certificate of occupancy as provided in Sec. 7:4.4. To provide adequate public 
facilities for the proposed development, the developer may be required to provide 
off-site improvements; and 

C. Be in the public interest by not resulting in: 
1. Unsafe streets or traffic access; 
2. Overcrowding of land; 
3. Overburdening of public facilities including, among others, transportation, 

sewage, solid waste, drainage, schools, and parks; 
4. Impairment of water quality; or 
5. Significant negative effects on the use, enjoyment, and value of neighboring 

properties caused by incompatibility of use, layout, or bulk. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 

Sec. 7:4.2.6. Appeals 
A. Appeals of the Decision of Planning Department staff. The applicant may appeal the 

decision of the Planning Department staff to the Zoning Commission by filing a notice of 
appeal by the first submittal deadline date following the decision. The appeal shall be 
heard by the Zoning Commission at the public hearing corresponding to that deadline 
date. Failure to file a notice of appeal shall make the staff decision final. 
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B. Appeals of the Decision of the Zoning Commission. Any member of the St. George City 
Council may introduce an appeal of the decision of the Zoning Commission at the 
St. George City Council meeting following the decision of the Zoning Commission. If the 
St. George City Council introduces the appeal of the site plan, the item shall be heard at 
the next regularly scheduled St. George City Council Zoning Meeting. Failure to introduce 
the Site Plan will make the Zoning Commission decision final.  

Sec. 7:4.2.7. Period of Validity 
No site plan shall be valid for more than three years from the date of its approval. No building 
permits may be issued after the expiration of the site plan. 

Sec. 7:4.3. Subdivision Plats  

Sec. 7:4.3.1. Purpose 
A. These regulations are adopted for the purpose of protecting and providing for the public 

health, safety, and general welfare of the municipality. They may be cited, and referred to 
as the Subdivision Regulations of the City of St. George. 

B. Every subdivision of land or site or tract development within the jurisdiction of the City 
shall be shown upon a plat and submitted to the Planning Commission for approval or 
disapproval. Any plat which has been approved by the Planning Commission shall be 
recorded in the office of the Clerk of Court and Recorder of the Parish, and no lots shall 
be sold from such plat unless and until approved as required by the Unified Development 
Code. No street number or building permit shall be issued for the erection of any building 
in the above limits on any property other than on an original or re-subdivided lot in a duly 
approved and recorded subdivision without the written approval of the Planning 
Commission, or its authorized representative. Public money shall not be expended for the 
maintenance of streets, sewers, or other improvements until those improvements have 
been accepted and the plan, plot, or replot of such land shall have been approved by the 
Planning Commission and recorded in the office of the Clerk of Court and Recorder of the 
Parish. 

C. No sale or contract of sale or agreement to purchase any lot or division of land either by 
lot description or by metes and bounds shall be made prior to the approval of a plat 
thereof by the Planning Commission as required by law. 

D. These regulations shall not apply to: 
1. Land in subdivisions previously legally recorded, except in the case of re-subdivision; 
2. Subdivision in which a building exists on each proposed lot, provided that the owner 

certifies on the plat that all such existing buildings were constructed prior to 
December 19, 1949, and provided that such plat is submitted to the Planning 
Commission for signature by the Planning Director prior to filing with the Clerk of 
Court; 
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3. The subdivision of land to be used for orchards, forestry, or the raising of crops, 
provided that the owner certifies upon the plat that such land is to be used only for 
orchards, forestry, or the raising of crops. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:4.3.2. Subdivision Plats – Generally 
A. Conformance to Applicable Rules and Regulations. All plats shall comply with the 

requirements of the laws of the State governing surveying, platting, and subdivision of 
land. All subdivision plats shall comply with the following laws, rules, and regulations: 
1. The Unified Development Code and all other applicable laws of the City of 

St. George, 
2. The Comprehensive Plan of the City of St. George; 
3. The special requirements and rules of the Parish Health Unit, Louisiana Department of 

Environmental Quality (LDEQ) or United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA); and, 

4. The rules of the State Department of Transportation and Development, if the 
subdivision or any lot contained therein is within ¼ mile of a State road. 

B. Location of Facilities 
1. Public Facilities. Whenever possible, locations within the dedicated public right-of-way 

shall be designated for the construction of subsurface drainage, sanitary sewers, and 
public facilities, including sidewalks. Such locations shall be designated for these 
purposes and designed to minimize conflicts and facilitate the construction, operation, 
and maintenance of the various facilities in accordance with the design guidelines of 
the Engineering Department showing space allocations for utilities in the 
development. When such infrastructure cannot be located within the dedicated right-
of-way, a 15 foot wide servitude shall be the minimum acceptable width for both 
public sewer and public drainage servitudes. Such servitudes shall be "stand-alone" 
and not combined, with each separate servitude dedicated strictly for either drainage 
or sanitary sewer operation and maintenance. 

2. Private Facilities. The location and dimensions of servitudes for private facilities shall 
be determined in conjunction with the utility providing the service. 

C. Adequate Public Facilities. No preliminary plat shall be approved unless the applicant 
demonstrates, with sufficient and verifiable information and data, that public facilities are, 
or will be before approval of a final plat, adequate to support and service the proposed 
subdivision, unless the applicant requests and the Planning Commission approves an 
adequate public facilities waiver (see Chapter 5 – Variances), or the applicant agrees to 
enter into a Development Agreement with the City before final plat approval as provided 
in Sec. 7:4.4. To provide adequate public facilities, the developer may be required to 
provide off-site improvements. Public facilities shall include:  
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1. Transportation. Transportation improvements shall comply with Chapter 13 
Transportation of this UDC. Additionally: 
a. No subdivision shall be approved unless the area to be subdivided has frontage 

on an existing public or private street or road meeting the standards of 
Chapter 13, Transportation, or on a proposed and named street. In cases where 
the subdivision includes or adjoins an existing street of less width than the 
minimum widths established in Chapter 13 and the Engineering Department 
determines that the subdivision creates a need for additional setbacks, the 
Planning Commission may require the dedication of sufficient setback width to 
conform to the standards set forth in Chapter 13. 

b. Proposed roads within the subdivision shall provide a safe, convenient, and 
functional system for vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle circulation.  

2. Water 
a. All newly constructed water distribution lines for either new water systems or 

extensions to existing systems, will be designed and constructed in accordance 
with the criteria established by the Engineering Department in conjunction with 
the utility company providing water service to subdivisions to provide adequate 
flow capacity and pressure, together with an adequate number of fire hydrants 
required for fire protection in that area. The minimum pipe size providing fire 
protection will be eight inches. 

b. The design and construction shall allow the systems' performance to be consistent 
with generally accepted standards for fire defense and, thereby allow favorable 
credit in accordance with established evaluation procedures as promulgated by 
the Insurance Service Office and/or Property Insurance Association of Louisiana. 

c. All future plans for developing as it relates to fire hydrant locations on adequately 
sized water mains shall be submitted to the chief of the applicable fire protection 
district for fire hydrant locations within such district and to the water utility 
company providing the water service for review and written approval prior to 
subdivision plan approval and/or issuance of construction permit. 

d. Materials and methods used to construct the systems will be of such quality and 
standards as approved for fire defense by Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc., and/or 
the American Water Works Association. 

3. Sanitary Sewer 
a. Sanitary Sewer Accessible. The subdivider shall connect with the public sanitary 

sewer and provide adequate sewer collection lines to the property line of each lot, 
unless the development is more than 500 feet from the existing trunk line or the 
Engineering Department certifies that there is inadequate capacity in the public 
conveyance system. 

b. Sanitary Sewer Not Accessible 
(1) Subdivisions of no more than five lots, with each lot having an area of at least 

22,500 square feet and a width of at least 100 feet, may have effluent from an 
approved sewage disposal (treatment) system draining to open effluent 
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ditches, provided such open effluent ditches are predominant in the area and 
are at least 24 inches deeper than the grade at the building site. Sufficient 
grade elevations to adequately determine this requirement and a statement by 
the engineer certifying that open effluent ditches are predominant in the area 
shall be provided on the plat and approved by the Health Unit along with a 
vicinity map at an appropriate scale showing the subject property and any 
existing buildings, streets and drainage channels within at least one thousand 
1,000 feet in all directions from the subject property. 

(2) Subdivisions having between six and 50 lots, with each lot having an area of at 
least 75,000 square feet, may have effluent from an approved sewage disposal 
(treatment) system draining to open ditches, provided such open drainage 
ditches are at least 24 inches deeper than the grade at the building site. 
Sufficient grade elevations to adequately determine meeting of this 
requirement shall be shown on the plat and shall be approved by the Health 
Unit along with a vicinity map at an appropriate scale showing the subject 
property and any existing buildings, streets and drainage channels within at 
least 1,000 feet in all directions from the subject property. The plat shall also 
contain a note stating that none of these lots may be further subdivided unless 
treatment and disposal is provided for all lots within the subdivision. 

(3) All other subdivisions shall have lots meeting the width and area requirements 
of the Unified Development Code and shall have private community sanitary 
sewage treatment facilities meeting the following requirements: 
(a) The plant site shall be designated as a common area on the plat. A 

minimum distance for the location of the wastewater treatment plant site 
from adjacent property shall be required, with the plant site shall be 
deemed a heavy industrial use and the appropriate minimum buffer, as 
specified in Sec. 7:18.3.3, Required Buffers between Abutting Properties, 
shall be provided. 

(b) The owner or operator that will be serving the subdivision must be a Public 
Service Commission licensed, Class 4 Wastewater Utility and shall be 
identified on the Final Plat. The "operator" or "discharge permit holder" 
shall not be a resident homeowner's or civic association. The operator, 
discharge permit holder, or private sewerage treatment provider must have 
a contract with the water service provider that allows the wastewater service 
provider to disconnect water service in the event of non-payment of 
applicable service fees. 

(c) At such time as connection to the public wastewater treatment network 
becomes feasible due to availability of sufficient capacity or proximity of no 
more than 500 feet, the property owner may be required to tie in to the 
public sewer system at his cost. An appropriate reserve account 
administered jointly by the Public Service Commission and the treatment 
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plant owner shall be established for the purpose of necessary maintenance 
and the expense of the public system tie in. 

(d) The Engineering Department shall maintain a list of all community 
wastewater treatment facilities within the parish. 

4. Stormwater Management. Drainage improvements shall comply with the requirements 
of Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Water Quality, of the Unified 
Development Code. They shall accommodate potential runoff from the entire 
upstream drainage area and shall be designed to prevent increases in downstream 
flooding. Drainage improvements shall reduce pollutant load leaving the site as 
required by LDEQ and EPA. 

5. Capital Improvements Program. Proposed public improvements shall conform to and 
be properly related to all applicable capital improvement plans. 

D. Lot Improvements 
1. Zoning. All non-residentially zoned property shall be rezoned to the most restrictive 

residential zoning classification that accommodates the proposed lot sizes indicated 
on the proposed plat of any subdivision proposing single- or two-unit dwellings. An 
application to rezone the subject property and a preliminary plat application may be 
submitted simultaneously with the plat. 

2. Lot Dimensions. Lot dimensions shall comply with the minimum standards of 
Chapter 10, General Development Standards, of this UDC. 

3. Lot Arrangement. The lot arrangement shall be such that there will be no foreseeable 
difficulties, for reasons of topography or other conditions, in securing building permits 
to build on any lot. Where grade separation structures are proposed at the 
intersection of major streets, the lots and improvements in the subdivision shall be 
arranged so as to make adequate provision for such structures. 

4. Lot Orientation. The lot line common to the street or servitude of access right-of-way 
shall be considered the lot frontage, but lots may be rear loaded and front common 
open space. 

E. Deed Restrictions or Covenants. Though the City will not enforce them, deed restrictions 
or covenants may be submitted to provide for the protection and maintenance of the 
development. Such deed restrictions or covenants shall not contain reversionary clauses 
wherein any lot shall return to the applicant because of a violation thereon of the terms of 
the restrictions or covenants. 

F. Review Criteria. The applicant shall provide, and the approval authority shall consider, 
information to demonstrate whether the proposed subdivision meets the criteria in 
Table 7:4.3.2.A, as applicable to each type of subdivision request. Failure to meet any of 
the criteria, as reasonably determined by the approval authority, may be a reason to deny 
an application and shall be documented in the decision. 
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Table 7:4.3.2.A. 
Subdivision Review Criteria 
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Review Criteria 

Y Y 
1. Consistency with the comprehensive plan and other applicable planning 

documents 

Y Y 2. Consistency with existing or proposed zoning of the property 

Y Y 3. Existing or proposed availability of adequate facilities and services 

Y Y 4. Suitability of the site for the proposed development 

Y Y 5. Compatibility with existing and planned land use patterns 

– Y 6. Compatibility with the neighborhood norm (1) 

– Y 

7. Whether the proposed development is premature as evidenced by: the 
lack of adequate public facilities within a reasonable distance to the site; 
or extraordinary public facility delivery costs due to the remote location 
or poor access to the site 

– Y 
8. Whether proposed rights-of-way and servitudes are adequate to serve 

the property and are consistent with adopted plans 

– Y 
9. Whether the traffic impacts from the proposed development can be 

adequately mitigated in accordance with a traffic impact analysis, if 
required 

– Y 
10. Whether the proposed development is consistent with an applicable 

concept plan approval 
(1) Neighborhood norm: 

(a) Only applies to the resubdivision of lots in recognized residential subdivisions; 
(b) Is established to maintain the stability and uniqueness of residential 

neighborhoods, which are areas possessing identifiable characteristics that are 
common to the properties or lots within a subdivision or portion thereof, that may 
be demarcated by a street, highway, canal, or water course; and 

(c) Shall be determined based on the characteristics of existing lots in the immediate 
area, consisting of two (2) street blocks on either or both sides of a street and not 
less than six hundred (600) feet from the subject property, including the: 
i. General purpose or intent of the original lot layout; 
ii. Predominant and average lot width, area, and depth; 
iii. Orientation of lots; and 
iv. Neighborhood stability relative to the frequency of re-subdivision of lots. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 
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Sec. 7:4.3.3. Subdivision Concept Plans 
A. Purpose. The purpose of the subdivision concept plan is to provide assurance to the 

applicant and the City that proposed land uses, development intensities, and street 
layouts are acceptable prior to or in conjunction with action on a preliminary plat. 

B. Applicability. The subdivision concept plan is optional, except it is required for 
subdivisions: 
1. That will be developed in multiple phases; or 
2. Of contiguous land under common ownership. 

C. Composition. The subdivision concept plan shall: 
1. Show and describe, on a map at a conceptual level: 

a. Land uses and development intensities; and 
b. Street layouts; and 

2. Indicate any development phases, with the proposed location and schedule of each 
phase. 

D. Process. 
1. The Planning Department shall review all subdivision concept plans and forward the 

application to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and decision. 
2. The application for a subdivision concept plan may be filed, processed, and heard 

concurrently with the preliminary plat for all or a portion of the land shown within the 
concept plan. 

3. Approval of the concept plan shall constitute consent to proceed with the subdivision 
process subject to any conditions of approval, which may address the: 
a. Mix and intensity of proposed land uses; 
b. General street layout; or 
c. Phasing of development. 

E. Changes. Adjustments to the concept plan may be authorized by the Planning 
Commission concurrently with subsequent preliminary plat submittals. 

F. Period of Validity.  
1. Unless specifically stated in the Planning Commission approval, the concept plan 

approval shall lapse: 
a. Two (2) years after approval if the applicant has not submitted a request for a 

preliminary plat for the first phase of development; or 
b. At any time during the approved development period when development lags 

two (2) years behind the approved phasing plan. 
2. Prior to lapse of approval, the applicant may file a written request with the Planning 

Director to adjust the phasing plan. 
3. Re-approval of a lapsed concept plan shall follow the same procedure as the initial 

approval of a concept plan. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 
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Sec. 7:4.3.4. Preliminary Plats 
A. Purpose. The purpose of the preliminary plat is to show graphically all facts needed to 

enable the Planning Commission, the Engineering Department, and other City of 
St. George agencies to determine whether the proposed layout of the land in question 
meets the requirements of these regulations. 

B. Scale. The preliminary plat shall be drawn at a reasonably legible scale. Larger plats may 
use match lines and multiple sheets to ensure legibility if necessary. 

C. Composition. The following items normally shall be required to be shown on the 
preliminary plat: 
1. A north arrow, scale, and date. 
2. Title. The title shall include: 

a. The name by which the proposed subdivision is to be recorded; 
b. The legal description of the property to be recorded; 
c. The number of lots and common areas proposed; 
d. The name of the owner or owners and/or the applicants; and, 
e. The name of the appropriate licensed design professional of record who is 

platting the tract. 
3. Boundaries. The boundaries of the subdivision location, with section and township 

lines, and an indication of incorporated areas, zoning district classifications and 
boundaries, phase lines, if proposed, and all dimensions, bearings, and corner 
markers shall be provided. 

4. Existing Improvements 
a. The width and names of streets adjoining the subdivision shall be shown. 
b. All watercourses, drainage ways, stormwater controls, sanitary sewers, water mains, 

culverts, other underground structures, and other features within or immediately 
adjacent the area to be subdivided shall be shown. 

c. Existing buildings shall be shown and municipal address, if any, identified. 
5. Vicinity. The following information shall be provided: 

a. The names of all abutting subdivisions with respective filings; and 
b. A map with a north arrow showing existing roads and drainage ways within at least 

1,000 feet of the boundaries of the property being subdivided. 
6. When subdividing lots of record, all property affected must be platted (i.e., when a lot 

is removed from a property, both the lot and the remainder must be designated as 
lots and dimensions given) and lots must be re-designated. For example, if Lot 1 was 
divided into lots, the resulting new lots would become 1-A and 1-B. 

7. Proposed Features. The following features shall be shown: 
a. The proposed location, names, and width of streets, including proposed cross-

sections. In order to determine whether proposed subdivision streets would be 
subject to flooding to a depth of more than one foot, and whether developments 
of a subdivision may be permitted, the inundation level of record, the one percent 
(100 year) flood event level and the design water surface meeting the applicable 
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requirements of Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Water Quality, 
shall be shown. 

b. All servitudes and easements intended for public use, including stormwater 
controls, sanitary sewers, water, gas and power lines but excluding the Major 
Street setback. 

c. Sewer Lines 
(1) The proposed plans for sewage disposal shall be shown. 
(2) If the property is located more than 500 feet outside the wastewater suburban 

transportation network and no sanitary sewer facilities are available: 
(a) No more than 50 lots may be approved unless the applicant provides 

community sanitary sewage treatment facilities. If the applicant elects 
not to provide community facilities, the Parish Health Unit shall provide 
certification on the plat that the proposed method of disposal may 
serve no more than 50 lots. 

(b) A note shall be added to the plat that states: 
“APPROVED PRIVATE SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS ARE IN USE. 
MINIMUM SLAB ELEVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO BE 24 INCHES 
ABOVE THE SEWER EFFLUENT DITCH INVERT.” 

d. Stormwater Management 
(1) Flood Elevation Data. The preliminary plat shall include the record inundation, 

the FEMA flood zone(s) and the range of base flood elevation(s). Where the 
area subdivided lies at or below the record inundation level, or the base flood 
elevation, whichever is greater, that area shall be shaded appropriately. 

(2) A statement of proposed plans for stormwater management, including the 
location of proposed culverts and bridges and shall be shown. 

(3) The following shall also be submitted with the preliminary plat: 
(a) A Stormwater Management Plan consistent with the requirements of 

Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Water Quality; 
(b) A Drainage Impact Study consistent with the requirements of Chapter 15, 

Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Water Quality; and, 
(c) A Water Quality Impact Study consistent with the requirements of 

Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Water Quality. 
e. Common Areas. Location and size of any areas required by the provisions of 

Chapter 12, Open Space. 
f. Lots 

(1) The layout and approximate dimensions of lots along with any other necessary 
descriptions of lots, including building envelopes. The lots shall not encroach 
on any rights-of-way and all rights-of-way shall be excluded from lot area. 
Private servitudes of access may be included within lots, provided that the lot 
area outside of the servitude meets the dimensional requirements of the 
underlying zoning district for all buildable lots. 
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(2) Lots at the corner of streets intersecting streets shown on the Major Street Plan 
and at all acute angle intersections that, in the opinion of the Engineering 
Director, are likely to be dangerous, shall have a radius of 20 feet at the street 
corner. 

D. Process 
1. The staff of the Planning Commission and the Engineering Department shall review all 

preliminary plats, with the final approval dependent upon whether the subdivision is a 
minor subdivision, a minor subdivision requesting waivers, or a major subdivision. 

2. Approval of a preliminary plat is a tentative approval only and does not constitute the 
approval of a final plat. 

3. If no street, drainage, or sewer improvements are required for a site or tract 
development the preliminary plat may be approved as the final plat. 

E. Changes. Any changes made by the owner/applicant subsequent to approval of the 
preliminary plat shall be reviewed by the Planning Director. If the change suggested by 
the owner/applicant is determined by the Planning Director to be of a substantial nature, 
a public hearing before the Planning Commission shall be required to approve the 
change. If the Planning Director determines that the suggested change is not substantial, 
then approval may be granted immediately. Substantial changes shall include: 
1. An increase in the number of lots by more than ten percent; 
2. Redesign of any portion of the subdivision that changes the street layout; 
3. Relocation or addition of any sewage treatment facility, except as mandated by an 

agency with the legal authority to govern the change; 
4. Changes in the Stormwater Management Plan, including drainage or water quality 

concept; and, 
5. Relocation or reduction in size of any designated open space area. 

F. Period of Validity 
1. Generally. A preliminary plat shall initially be valid for a period of three years from the 

date of approval. Upon approval of construction drawings and specifications, the 
preliminary plat approval shall automatically be extended for an additional six months 
Failure to submit a final plat for signature and recording within the period of validity of 
the preliminary plat shall require resubmission of an application, public hearing, and 
fees for the preliminary plat to the Planning Commission for approval. 

2. Exceptions 
a. The owner or applicant may prepare a preliminary plat for the entire tract and then 

may submit a final plat for only a portion of the tract. No construction shall be 
started until construction plans for the entire area covered by a final plat have 
been approved. Improvements shall be installed for all of that area for which a final 
plat is submitted and the owner may sell, lease, or offer for sale or lease only those 
lots in the improved portion of the property. In such cases of partial development 
of a subdivision, the street system, drainage system, trunk sewers, and sewage 
treatment plants shall be designed and built in such a manner as to be easily 
expanded or extended to serve the entire area. 
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b. The Planning Director may extend the period of validity of a preliminary plat for 
one additional year upon receiving a written request describing any extenuating 
circumstances beyond the control of the developer, provided such request is 
received during the period of validity. 

Sec. 7:4.3.5. Construction Plans and Construction of Improvements 
A. Submittal. After approval of a preliminary plat, the applicant shall submit complete 

construction plans for the first or initial development of the area given approval together 
with a complete and accurate contour map using mean sea level datum to the 
Engineering Department for review and approval. All designs shall be made in 
accordance with design standards of the Engineering Department and a copy of 
complete design data shall be submitted for the permanent record. This submittal shall 
include a CAD (or its electronic equivalent) file of the sewer and drainage layouts for the 
update of the City of St. George GIS Database and the records of the East Baton Rouge 
Sewerage Commission. 

B. Requirements 
1. The basic requirements of plans shall include: 

a. Contour map of the area comprising the subdivision and sufficient additional area 
to include all watersheds that might be a factor in the design of the storm sewer 
system; 

b. Layout plans of storm sewer system and/or ditch drainage system including culvert 
locations within the entire area of the preliminary plat as a unit giving due 
consideration to the problems which may be created by the subdivision of 
adjacent lands; 

c. Layout plan of sanitary sewer system, if it is to be built within the entire area of the 
preliminary plat as a unit giving due consideration to the problems which may be 
created by the subdivision of adjacent lands; 

d. Plan and profile of all streets, public and private, showing the street names from 
the list approved by the Planning Department, and including the following: 
(1) Profile along the centerline and each property line; 
(2) Proposed curb grade; 
(3) Grade of storm sewers and/or ditch drainage system with hydraulic grade 

lines; and, 
(4) Grade of sanitary sewers; 

2. A final stormwater management plan shall be submitted in accordance with the 
requirements of Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Water Quality. 

C. Approval of Construction Plans 
1. The Engineering Department shall not approve construction plans that involve the 

construction of a street until a street light plan has been submitted and approved by 
the Engineering Department. Neither shall a subdivision be accepted for maintenance 
unless street lights have been installed or if installation is guaranteed by a bonding 
company or franchised utility company. 
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2. Prior to the approval of any construction plans of subdivisions proposing the use of 
private community wastewater collection and treatment facilities, letters or certificates 
of approval must be obtained for the private wastewater collection and treatment 
facilities and submitted to the Engineering Department from: 
i. The LDH, Office of Public Health (OPH); and, 
ii. The LDEQ, which shall include a copy of the Louisiana Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System permit. 
3. The applicant shall do no construction work until his completed construction plans 

have been approved by the Engineering Department, and a reasonable time must be 
allocated for the proper study of the plans submitted. Final approval of construction 
plans shall be valid for a period of six months from date of approval. The Engineering 
Department shall cancel and revoke approval in writing of all construction plans under 
which no work is commenced within six months, and new construction plans 
conforming to the regulations then in effect must be submitted and approved, before 
construction of any improvements. When construction plans have been approved the 
applicant shall apply for inclusion in the consolidated garbage district and 
consolidated road-lighting district. 

D. Construction of Improvements. After construction plans have been approved by the 
Engineering Department and prints filed, the applicant shall request a preconstruction 
meeting with the Engineering Department in writing. The applicant, testing laboratory, 
and representatives from the applicant’s appropriate licensed design professional of 
record and contractor shall be present at this meeting, and a permit will be issued to the 
contractor. Construction shall be performed under the standards of the Engineering 
Department, and shall at all times be subject to inspection by that department. The 
applicant, his appropriate licensed design professional of record, and the testing 
laboratory shall be responsible for close field supervision and final compliance with 
approved plans and specification.  
1. The Engineering Department may hire and supervise the work of independent 

engineering firms and/or testing laboratories for the purpose of independent quality 
assurance to verify the quality of the work being performed by the applicant’s 
contractor, appropriate licensed design professional of record, and testing laboratory. 
The fees, or a portion of the fees, for this work shall be paid from the fee schedule 
established by the St. George City Council. 

2. The Engineering Department shall: 
a. Check the visual appearance of curbs and medians, street pavements, and 

sidewalks; 
b. Reserve the right to perform general inspections of the following: 

(1) Excavations; 
(2) Subsurface drainage; 
(3) Inlets, junctions, and manholes; 
(4) Sanitary sewer collection lines; 
(5) Sanitary sewer manholes; 
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(6) Public sanitary sewage treatment facilities; 
(7) Sanitary sewage lift stations/pump stations; 
(8) Base processing; 
(9) Sidewalks; 
(10) Curbs and medians; 
(11) Roadway pavements; 
(12) Utilities installation; 
(13) Manufacture and installation of all drainage and sanitary sewer pipe; and 
(14) Stormwater BMPs; 

c. Be in charge of intermediate site inspection and approval of the base and/or sub-
base, checking the integrity with applicant’s appropriate licensed design 
professional of record and representative of the testing laboratory by means of 
proof-rolling; 

d. Notify the applicant’s appropriate licensed design professional of record of any 
defects in materials or workmanship, failed independent quality assurance tests, 
any non- compliance with the required Engineering Department standards based 
on general inspection, or any discrepancy found between field observations and 
the approved construction plans; and, 

e. Conduct the final inspection of all improvements with representatives of the 
appropriate licensed design professional of record, the contractor, and the testing 
laboratory. 

3. The applicant’s appropriate licensed design professional of record shall be 
responsible for the following: 
a. Providing a sampling plan for project construction and submitting it to the 

Engineering Department in conjunction with the request for the preconstruction 
meeting; 

b. Providing a survey party for the stakeout of lines and grades to complete the work; 
c. Providing a resident inspector to inspect the laying of the sanitary sewer line and 

the storm drainage, including the preparation of an “as built” wye record; 
d. Ensuring the inspection of the items described in Sec. 7:4.3.4.C.2(b), above; 
e. Requesting intermediate site inspections by the Engineering Department; 
f. Providing a resident inspector to inspect the base processing; 
g. Providing a resident inspector to inspect the street pavements including asphalt; 
h. Providing a resident inspector to attend intermediate site inspections when called 

upon; 
i. Providing a resident inspector to attend the final inspection; 
j. Ensuring that all shop drawings of concrete, metal, clay, plastic, or other 

acceptable pipe have been stamped as approved prior to delivery to the job site; 
and, 

k. Ensuring the inspection of “as built” stormwater BMPs to assure compliance with 
the approved stormwater management plan. 
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4. The testing laboratory shall be responsible for the following: 
a. Testing the concrete used in the construction of the street pavements, curbs, and 

sidewalks; 
b. Providing a resident inspector to be present at the concrete and/or asphalt plants 

to inspect preparation of these materials; and, 
c. Furnishing reports to the Engineering Department, the applicant’s appropriate 

licensed design professional of record, and the contractor on all items described 
in Sections 4.3.4.C.3(a)-(e), above, and all items requiring testing in accordance 
with the sampling plan. 

5. If private community wastewater treatment and collection facilities are to be used, the 
private sewerage treatment operator or provider shall be responsible for the 
following: 
a. Inspected and approving all sewer collection lines, pump stations and treatment 

facilities; 
b. Providing the sewer wye locations; and, 
c. Inspecting the sewer building connections prior to the issuance of any occupancy 

permit. 
6. If construction vehicles must access the development through an existing recognized 

subdivision that has public streets, the developer shall: 
(a) Submit to the City a construction route access plan showing the public streets that 

construction vehicles will be required to use; 
(b) Establish the pre-construction condition of those public streets, using a method 

acceptable to the developer and to the City; and 
(c) Post a maintenance bond or irrevocable letter of credit: 

(1) In an amount equal to ten (10%) percent of the value, as determined by the 
Engineering Director, of those construction route streets; 

(2) In a form approved by the City Attorney; and 
(3) Which will be released after: 

a. The developer establishes the post-construction condition of the streets 
using the same method as that for the pre-construction condition; and 

b. Final inspection and acceptance of improvements in the development. 
 If the above procedures are not followed, the Engineering Department may close down 

the job after written notice to the applicant and the appropriate licensed design 
professional of record. 

E. Acceptance of Improvements 
1. When construction is complete in accordance with the approved plans and 

specifications and these regulations, the applicant, through his appropriate licensed 
design professional of record, shall certify that all work has been completed, submit a 
completed sampling report, and request final inspection so that he may obtain written 
final approval and acceptance from the Engineering Department. 
a. For 36 months after acceptance of the work the applicant shall keep all 

improvements constructed by the applicant, including, but not limited to, filled 
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trenches, pipes, manholes, structures, paved or unpaved surfaces, and stormwater 
BMPs, in good condition, making repairs to any defects in materials or 
workmanship as may develop or be discovered. 

b. If sewage treatment plants and/or pumping stations are constructed, the applicant 
shall guarantee materials and workmanship of these facilities for 12 months. The 
applicant shall file with the Engineering Department a maintenance agreement 
and surety bond securing to the St. George City Council the satisfactory 
performance of this work for a period of one year from the date of such bond. The 
amount of the bond shall be ten percent of the cost of the improvements as 
determined by the Engineering Department, and the City Attorney shall approve 
the form of the bond. The bond shall be subject to cancellation only upon the 
written approval of the Engineering Director. 

2. Bonds in Lieu of Immediate Construction. An applicant may file an agreement and 
bond with the Planning Commission securing to the St. George City Council the actual 
satisfactory construction of required improvements within one year from the date of 
such agreement and bond. The Engineering Director shall approve the amount of the 
bond, and the City Attorney shall approve the form of the bond. The bond may be 
canceled only upon written approval of the Engineering Director. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:4.3.6. Final Plats 
A. After the construction plans have been approved, the applicant and his engineer may 

proceed with the preparation of the final plat. 
B. All information required in Sec. 7:4.3.3, Preliminary Plats, and the specific information 

listed below shall be required on the final plat: 
1. The name of subdivision; 
2. The name, address, and signature of the applicant; 
3. A north arrow, scale, and date; 
4. The outer boundary lines with accurate distances, angles, or true bearings if available, 

and the exact location and width of all recorded streets and ways intersecting the 
boundaries of the tract being divided; 

5. Distances and angles, or true bearings if available, to the established street lines or 
official monuments, which shall be accurately described on the plat; 

6. Municipal, range, township, parish and section lines accurately tied to the lines of the 
subdivision by distances and angles, or true bearings, if available; 

7. Streets, alleys, ways and private streets, together with their widths and approved 
names; 

8. All curve data, the lengths of all arcs, radii, internal angles, points of curvature, and 
lengths and bearings of tangents; 

9. All dimensions, both linear and angular, necessary for determining the exact boundary 
of all lots in the subdivision. All angles shall either be given directly or indicated by the 
bearings shown. Where any lot line is curved, the significant elements of the curve, 
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such as the arc length and the subtending central angle, bearing and dimensions of 
side lot lines and where a curve is involved an indication if it is a radial line and any 
and all mathematical information and data necessary to locate all interior and exterior 
boundary lines of any lot; 

10. A note giving reference to the basis of the bearings referenced to some well-
established line, i.e., "Bearings shown refer to true 'North' or "Bearings shown refer to 
Grid North as established for the Louisiana Plane Coordinate System by the U.S.C. & 
G.S." or "Bearings shown refer to assumed North based on a bearing of S 10°30' 10" 
W used for the center line of State Highway 100," or "Bearings shown refer to the map 
(or deed) call N 30°E for the easterly line of the Smith Tract"; 

11. All block indications, if any, and lot numbers. A number or letter shall designate all 
individual areas, and lots in new subdivisions shall be numbered consecutively. No 
tract or portion of land shall be indicated as "Reserved”; 

12. Benchmarks. The accurate location, material type and description of all permanent 
vertical control monuments (benchmarks) shall be designated by permanent 
benchmarks based on datum established by the Department of Development. 
Approved City of St. George permanent benchmarks or subdivision monuments 
referenced to the official City of St. George permanent benchmarks shall be shown 
and referenced to set all lowest floor elevations of residential, non-residential and 
manufactured home structures to meet the requirements of Chapter 15, Floodways, 
Floodplains, Drainage, and Water Quality; 

13. Special Use Areas. The location and size of proposed parks, playgrounds, church or 
school sites, or other special uses of land to be considered for dedication or sale for 
public use and of all property that may be designated by deed and covenants for the 
common use of the property owners in the subdivision, along with a statement for 
responsibility for maintenance; 

14. A description of the tract being subdivided; 
15. The street light layout; 
16. Statements of Dedication and Sewage Disposal. The following statement signed by 

the owner: 
Public Dedication Note: The streets, rights-of-way (and pump station tract*) shown 
hereon, if not previously dedicated are hereby dedicated to the perpetual use of the 
public for proper purposes. All areas shown as servitudes, other than those labeled as 
private servitudes, are granted to the public for the purposes indicated on the plat, 
including utilities, drainage, sewage removal or other proper purposes for the general 
use by the public. No trees, shrubs or other plants may be planted, nor shall any 
building, fence, structure or improvements be constructed or installed within or over 
any servitude or right-of-way so as to prevent or unreasonably interfere with any 
purpose for which the servitude or right-of-way is granted. 
*(if applicable, the following paragraph is to be added) 
Where a pump station or sewage treatment plant is to be provided by the applicant, 
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the area to be used for this purpose shall be dedicated by the owner as a servitude 
and tract separate from any other lot for that purpose only. 
Sewage Disposal Note: No person shall provide or install a method of sewage 
disposal, except connection to an approved sanitary sewer system, until the method of 
sewage treatment and disposal has been approved by the East Baton Rouge Parish 
Health Unit. 
Property Owner Signature    
Property Owner Name  Date 
Business Name (if applicable) 

17. If a private community collection and treatment facilities are provided, the existence of 
the contract for the operation and maintenance of the private community treatment 
facility and the collection lines as recorded in the conveyance records of the Clerk of 
Court. 

18. The municipal address numbers assigned for the subdivided property. In the case that 
sufficient space is not available within the drawing, the address numbers may 
alternatively be provided in table format on the final plat document with references to 
the coinciding lot numbers. 

19. Flood Elevation Data. The record inundation, flood zone(s) and the Flood Insurance 
Rate Map base flood elevation(s), all of which shall be provided by the Engineering 
Department. Where the area subdivided lies at or below the record inundation level or 
the FIRM Base Flood Elevation, whichever is greater, that area shall be shaded by an 
approved shading pattern. The foregoing information shall also be set forth in a 
separate box in the general notes. A note shall be on the final plat indicating that the 
base flood elevation(s) are subject to change and that the current base flood elevation 
should be verified with the Engineering Department. 

20. Professional Land Surveyor’s Certification and Seal. The land surveyor's seal and a 
statement by a professional land surveyor licensed to practice in the State to the effect 
that the plat is based upon an actual survey made by him and that the distances, 
courses, and angles and all other required survey information are shown correctly, that 
the monuments have been set and the lot and block corners staked correctly on the 
ground and that he has fully complied with the provisions of State law, and the 
minimum standards for the practice of land surveying as promulgated by the 
Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board. A note shall indicate 
the survey classification. 

21. Statement of Wastewater Impact Fee Certification 
“This is to certify that the Applicant of (Lots/Tracts)  ___ through ___ has paid $___ per 
(Lot/Tract) for a total of $___ (Check No.___) in Wastewater Impact Fees in accordance 
with Ordinance 10043, EBROSCO Ordinance 1242 as amended, adopted September 
28, 1994, by the St. George City Council. Additionally, all (Lots/Tracts) for which a 
building permit will be issued for improvements to the (Lot/Tract) will require payment 
of the remaining portion of the Wastewater Impact Fee in accordance with the 
aforementioned Ordinance. This subdivision is located in the ___ Sewer District.” 
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22. Statement of Private Water Quality Maintenance Covenant 
“A Private Water Quality Maintenance Covenant has been executed and recorded in 
the Office of the Clerk and Recorder of the Parish as Original ___ and Bundle ___.” 
An executed and recorded “Private Water Quality Maintenance Covenant” is required 
for all Stormwater BMPs and/or Stormwater BMP systems on a development site prior 
to final plat approval. This Private Water Quality Maintenance Covenant must reflect 
the approved Water Quality Impact Study and/or Stormwater Management Plan, and 
must include Stormwater BMP Scheduled Maintenance Actions as stated in either or 
both of these approved documents. 

C. Approval of a final plat shall not be granted to any development or that includes private 
sewerage collection and/or treatment facilities prior to the actual installation, construction 
and operation of said improvements and proof of and inspection by the OPH and the 
LDEQ. The developer or owner shall not be allowed to issue a bond to the City of 
St. George for these improvements in order to obtain final approval. 

D. Upon acceptance of improvements, staff of the Planning Commission and the 
Engineering Department shall check the final plat for conformity with the preliminary plat 
and for compliance with construction plans. The final plat shall not be approved until it 
complies with all stipulations of the Planning Commission and the Engineering 
Department. The Engineering Director shall indicate their recommendation for approval 
of the final plat by their signature. The Planning Director or their designee shall then 
indicate final approval by their signature on the plat.  

E. Restrictions and Maintenance. Private restrictions or restrictive covenants and their periods 
of existence to apply to lots in the subdivision shall be signed by the owner or his agent 
and recorded in the Office of the Clerk and Recorder of the Parish. A copy of the recorded 
restrictions shall be furnished to the Planning Director prior to or concurrent with the filing 
of the final plat. The restrictions shall provide that the subdivision association or other lot 
owners in the subdivision shall have the right to enforce the provisions of the restrictions. 
The City of St. George shall have no obligation to enforce the provisions of such 
restrictions. Although the restrictions may provide for additional requirements, they shall 
provide the following: 
1. Where underground electrical service is provided for the subdivision, restrictions shall 

include a requirement that the owner of each lot shall furnish an electric servitude 
from the source of supply to his meter location for receipt of electric service on the lot, 
and this requirement shall be noted on the Final Plat. 

2. All new major subdivisions shall comply with the landscape and permitting 
requirements of Chapter 18, Landscape, except where specifically exempted, or 
where the requirements are in conflict with the requirements set forth in this section. 

 The restrictions and covenants shall grant the City of St. George the power to enforce 
these restrictions should the association fail to do so, but the Parish shall be under no 
obligation to do so. 
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F. The applicant shall furnish the Planning Director of the Planning Commission with the 
appropriate number of prints and a current digital copy of the plat within two days of 
approval to be distributed to the appropriate agencies. 

G. The applicant shall not sell or lease any lots in the subdivision until the final plat has been 
approved. 

Sec. 7:4.3.7. Minor Subdivisions 
A. Defined. Any subdivision that falls into one of the following exclusive categories shall be 

considered a minor subdivision: 
1. Dedication, acceptance, relocation, or deletion of servitudes, including sidewalk and 

utility servitudes, except not: 
a. Servitudes for streets; or 
b. Revocation or relocation of servitudes dedicated to public use, which shall follow 

the procedures of Sec. 7:3.6; or 
2. Subdivision that meets all the following criteria: 

a. No more than two acres of land; 
b. No more than five lots; 
c. No dedication or revocation of public right-of-way or private access servitude; 
d. No creation of any public improvement, or public or private street; and 
e. Meets all development regulations and may not request a variance to lot area or 

width. 
B. Approval Authority. The Planning Director (or his designee) shall have the authority to 

approve all minor subdivisions with the exception of those requesting a sidewalk location 
waiver. Minor subdivisions seeking a sidewalk location waiver shall require approval by 
the Planning Commission following a public hearing. 

C. Plats. Minor subdivisions shall meet the requirements of Sec. 7:4.3.3, Preliminary Plats, 
and be bound by the requirements of Sec. 7:4.3.5, Final Plats. If no drainage, or sewer 
improvements are required for a site or tract development, the preliminary plan may be 
approved as the final plat; otherwise procedure is the same as for a major subdivision. 

D. Sewer Improvements 
1. All plats of minor subdivisions shall show existing sewer lines and wyes. A separate 

wye shall be installed to serve each lot with the cost of the installation borne by the 
property owner or applicant. 

2. Sewer improvements for minor subdivisions shall be constructed within two years of 
approval or as may be extended. 

3. Exceptions 
a. If property is proposed to be developed under a site plan, the property may be 

subdivided without the installation of sewer facilities. The site plan may be 
approved prior to approval of the minor subdivision, if the following conditions are 
met: 
(1) Asterisks have been added to each lot/tract designation. 
(2) Each lot has been labeled as “Not a Building Site.” 
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(3) A note have been added to the plat which states: 
 “No building permits shall be issued for these lots until the following 

requirements have been completed: 
(1) Sanitary sewer plans shall be designed by a qualified registered 

professional; 
(2) Plans shall be reviewed and approved by the Engineering Department; 
(3) The required sanitary sewer improvements shall be constructed by the 

owner/contractor; 
(4) The Engineering Department shall inspect and approve the sanitary sewer 

improvements; 
(5) A revision to this plat removing this stipulation shall be submitted to the 

Planning Commission and the Engineering Department for approval; and, 
(6) The revised plat shall be recorded in the Clerk of Court conveyance records 

and the required certified copies submitted to the Planning Commission.” 
(4) The note has asterisks (to reference the double asterisks on the lot/tract 

designation). 
b. The improvements may be bonded in lieu of immediate construction consistent 

with the requirements of Sec. 7:4.3.4.E.2., Bonds in Lieu of Immediate 
Construction. Lots/Tracts shall be noted on the plat as “Not a Building Site” and no 
building permits will be issued until the sewer has been installed and 
inspected/accepted by the Engineering Department. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2025-039, 8-12-2025) 

Sec. 7:4.3.8. Major Subdivisions 
A. Defined. Any subdivision that is not minor shall be considered a major subdivision. 
B. Approval Authority.  

1. Subdivision Concept Plan. The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing and 
render a decision on all subdivision concept plans. The Planning Commission shall 
state the basis of any denial as part of any motion to deny the subdivision concept 
plan. 

2. Preliminary Plat. The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on all major 
subdivision preliminary plats and render a decision to approve or disapprove the 
preliminary plat within sixty days of it having been determined to meet all of the 
requirements described in Sec. 7:4.3.4 Preliminary Plats, unless the applicant waives 
this time limit and consents to a longer period. The Planning Commission shall state 
the basis of any denial of a subdivision plat as part of any motion to deny the plat. 

3. Construction Plans. See Sec. 7:4.3.5.C. 
4. Final Plat. The Planning Director has the authority to approve final plats. See 

Sec. 7:4.3.6.D. 
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C. Requirements 
1. Major subdivisions shall comply with all of the requirements of Secs. 7:4.3.3 

Subdivision Concept Plans, 4.3.4 Preliminary Plats, 4.3.5 Construction Plans and 
Construction of Improvements, and 4.3.6 Final Plats. 

2. All proposed major subdivisions that are developed in the RC, R-1, R-4, or R-6 Zoning 
Districts that abut a major arterial street shall provide along the arterial either: 
a. An opaque fence at least six feet in height parallel to the arterial street located at 

least ten feet from the right-of-way. Between the fence and the right-of-way there 
shall be a landscape buffer in which for every 100 linear feet there are planted at 
least four Class A Trees. Two Class B Trees may be substituted for each required 
Class A Trees, provided that at least 50 percent of the required trees are Class A 
Trees. All required trees shall have at least a two inch caliper measured six inches 
from the ground. Existing trees not removed or damaged in connection with any 
construction in the requisite locations can substitute for the required trees; or, 

b. A 20 foot wide landscape buffer parallel to the arterial street, planted as described 
in paragraph a, above. 

 The requirements of this section shall be installed by the applicant prior to filing of the 
final plat, although they may be bonded and subsequently installed in accordance 
with the provisions of Sec. 7:4.3.4.E.2, Bonds in Lieu of Immediate Construction. Prior 
to the filing of a final plat, the applicant shall provide a certification from a landscape 
architect that the plantings have been installed. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:4.3.9. Specialized Subdivisions 
A. Camp Site Subdivisions. Whenever a parcel of land fronts for a reasonable distance on the 

Amite River or on Bayou Manchac, the Planning Commission may approve a camp site 
subdivision under the following conditions: 
1. The minimum lot width shall be 100 feet and minimum lot area 22,500 square feet. 
2. Streets shall consist of six inches of compacted gravel at least 20 feet in width or on a 

roadbed at least 24 feet in width and shall be graded to full width of 60 feet right-of-
way. Deed restrictions shall be noted on the plat that streets shall not be improved to 
a higher standard by the City of St. George and such streets shall not be eligible for 
petition paving, but may be improved to a higher standard by the owners and/or 
applicants. 

3. The plat shall include a notation that the property has been designated as a “Camp 
Site.” 

B. Flag Lots 
1. The “pole” (the narrow portion of the lot abutting a street) shall have a minimum width 

of 20 feet. 
2. Creation of a flag lot shall require approval by the Planning Commission. 
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C. Single-Unit Attached Dwelling (aka Townhouse) Subdivision. The Planning Commission 
may approve townhouse subdivisions subject to the following conditions: 
1. At least three, but no more than 12, townhouse units shall be contiguous. 
2. In order to provide visual diversity, no more than six contiguous townhouse units shall 

utilize the same building line. A variation of at least three feet in the setback line shall 
be required, except in locally designated historic districts. 

3. No portion of a townhouse or accessory structure in or related to one group of 
contiguous townhouses shall be closer than 20 feet to any portion of a town house or 
accessory structure related to another group, or to any building outside the 
townhouse area. 

4. There shall be a 25 foot yard with a six foot high wall or solid fence along sides and 
rear of each townhouse site wherever it abuts an A-1 or A-2 zoning district. 

5. Each townhouse unit shall have its own lot yard space of at least 400 square feet, 
reasonably secluded from view from streets or from neighboring property. Such yard 
shall not be used for off-street parking or for an accessory building. 

6. Off-street parking facilities may be grouped in bays, either adjacent to streets or in the 
interior of blocks. 

7. Servitudes in favor of the lots shall be provided at the front or rear of lots in the 
required yards for off-street parking provided in common bays and utilities, but 
entrances to front yard parking areas shall be not less than 50 feet apart, unless an 
individual space is provided for each lot. 

8. The plat shall include a notation that the property has been designated as a 
“Townhouse Subdivision.” 

D. Single-Unit Zero Lot Line Dwelling (aka Zero Lot Line) Subdivision. The Planning 
Commission may approve a zero lot line subdivision under the following conditions: 
1. The zero lot line shall be designated on the approved subdivision plat. A five foot 

private construction and maintenance easement shall be provided on the lot adjacent 
for construction and maintenance of the zero lot line wall. This shall be noted on the 
approved subdivision plat. 

2. Any zero lot line subdivision approved prior to October 1, 2019, shall dedicate a 
minimum of 25 percent of the total site area as common open space. Subdivisions 
approved after that date shall be required to meet the requirements of Chapter 12, 
Open Space. 

3. The plat shall include a notation that the property has been designated as a “Zero Lot 
Line Subdivision.” 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:4.3.10. Violation and penalty 
Whoever, being owner or agent of the owner of any land located in a subdivision, transfers or 
sells, or agrees to sell any land by reference to, or exhibition of, or by other use of a plat of a 
subdivision, before such plat has been approved by the Planning Commission and recorded 
or filed in the office of the Clerk of Court of the Parish, shall forfeit and pay a penalty of $500 
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for each lot or parcel transferred or sold or agreed or negotiated to be sold. The description 
of such lot or parcel by metes and bounds in the instrument of transfer or other document 
used in the process of selling or transferring shall not exempt the transaction from such 
penalties. Where decisions are left herein to the Engineering Department, any person 
dissatisfied with such decision may appeal to the Planning Commission. Such appeal shall be 
made by letter addressed to the Planning Commission through its Director, with copies for 
each member of the Planning Commission. Upon receipt of such an appeal, the Director shall 
notify the members of the Planning Commission of such appeal and expeditiously place the 
appeal on the agenda of the Planning Commission for a hearing. 

Sec. 7:4.4. Development Agreements 
A. Purpose. The purpose of a Development Agreement is to ensure completion of public 

improvements and facilities, to assign responsibility for construction and funding of on 
and off-site improvements, to provide assurances to the applicant that the development 
may proceed under the terms of the development agreement, and to document all 
agreements between the parish and the applicant relating to a development. 

B. Conditions. When an applicant is allowed and chooses to enter into a Development 
Agreement, the applicant shall provide Performance Security set forth in E below in favor 
of the City to assure the construction of on- and off-site public improvements identified in 
the development approval and documented in the Development Agreement. This surety 
shall remain in effect until the earlier of the expiration or termination of the Development 
Agreement or once the City has accepted all on- and off-site public improvements 
identified in the subdivision or site plan approval. In the event the applicant is unable to 
complete the required improvements, and such improvements are deemed necessary for 
the preservation of the public health and safety, the City may use the guarantee to 
complete the improvements as required or pursue other remedies authorized by state 
law. 

C. Guarantee of Completion 
1. The City Council, on recommendation of the Planning or Zoning Commission after a 

public hearing, may defer the requirement to complete required public improvements 
if the applicant enters into a Development Agreement by which the applicant 
guarantees completion of all required public improvements no later than two (2) years 
from approval of the final plat or issuance of the final certificate of occupancy or 
completion.  

2. The City Council may authorize an agreement providing for multi-phase development 
over a longer period of time, provided that the agreement includes a phasing 
schedule and that provisions are made for guaranteeing completion of improvements 
required to serve each phase as it is subdivided or, in the case of a site plan, 
developed. The City Council may require the applicant to complete or dedicate some 
required public improvements for subsequent development phases prior to approval 
of the final plat or issuance of the final certificate of occupancy or completion for any 
phase of a multi-phase development.  
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3. For public improvements serving multiple developments, the City Council may accept 
a pro rata contribution towards the funding of required public improvements. 

4. The City Attorney's approval of the form and legality of any Development Agreement 
is required prior to its execution.  

5. The Engineering Director shall verify that improvement costs provided by the 
applicant reasonably reflect the costs of required improvements prior to execution of 
the Development Agreement. 

D. Runs with the Land. The Development Agreement shall run with the land and bind all 
successors, heirs, and assignees of the applicant. The Development Agreement shall be 
recorded with the Clerk of Court in conjunction with the applicable final plat or at the time 
of site plan approval. 

E. Performance Security. The applicant shall provide sufficient security to ensure completion 
of the required public improvements.  
1. Form. The security shall be provided pursuant to a performance bond, trust 

agreement, cash escrow, surety bond, or an unconditional letter of credit from a bank 
with a physical branch in the Baton Rouge metropolitan area, in a form acceptable to 
the City attorney. 

2. Amount of security. The performance bond, trust agreement, letter of credit, cash 
escrow, or surety bond shall be in an amount estimated by the Engineering Director as 
reflecting one-hundred ten (110) percent of the cost of the improvements in the 
approved construction plan or site plan as calculated using prevailing wage rates, and 
shall be sufficient to cover all promises and conditions contained in the development 
agreement. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025)
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CHAPTER 5 – VARIANCES 

Sec. 7:5.1. Variance 
A. Applicability. Required for any deviation from the requirements of this UDC. 
B. Allowed Variances. Variances are only allowed to specific requirements of this UDC; see 

Table 7:5.1.A. No variance is allowed to: 
1. Anything that is specifically prohibited (e.g. prohibited materials or signs); 
2. Any part of the UDC that specifically prohibits a variance; or 
3. Any part of the UDC not listed in Table 7:5.1.A. 

C. Procedures. See Sec. 7:5.2. Variance Procedures. 
D. Notes to Table 7:5.1.A 

1. If a structure is destroyed (in whole or in part) by fire or act of God, the BOA may allow 
it to be reconstructed to no more than the extent of its pre-destruction nonconformity. 

2. The BOA may allow a manufactured home in any zoning district only on a lot: 
a. Where an existing principal dwelling was damaged or destroyed by storm, fire, or 

act of God, and only for the time required to construct a new principal dwelling 
and no more than one (1) year, though it may be extended by the Planning 
Director for one (1) additional year for good cause shown; or 

b. With existing nonresidential uses to provide housing for security personnel. 
3. Only for: 

a. Setbacks established in Sec. 7:9.2.38.B.3; 
b. Height to a maximum of 300 feet in the RC zoning district provided that the tower 

is designed to accommodate additional antennae and wireless transmission and 
relay equipment equal in number to applicant’s present and future requirements 
or the needs of another provider of similar telecommunication services pursuant 
to Sec. 7:9.2.38.B.3; and 

c. Separation requirements established in Sec. 7:9.2.38.B.4 if the applicant certifies 
that the existing tower, a permitted Communication Tower site, or an existing 
building of equal or greater height does not meet applicant’s structural 
specifications and applicant’s technical design requirements, or that a collocation 
agreement could not be obtained. 

4. Only to allow excess parking and structures such as fences, walls, and signs in the 
setback upon approval of a hold-harmless agreement. 

5. The BOA may allow a fence or wall to exceed the maximum height only if it meets the 
location requirements of Sec. 7:10.5.1.C. 

6. Only in: 
a. The Suburban Character Area Overlay for a single-unit detached or zero lot line 

dwelling development of five lots or less that is more than ¼ mile from an existing 
accessible sidewalk, multi-use path, commercial node, school, park, community 
center, or library in the; or 
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b. Any Character Area Overlay if the applicant proposes an alternative that saves 
significant trees, maintains drainage ways, or provides connections throughout the 
development. 

7. See Sec. 7:15.12 for allowed variances and decision-making review bodies. 

Table 7:5.1.A. 
Allowed Variances and Decision-Making Review Bodies 

UDC Part  
Decision-Making 

Review Body 

Sec. 7:4.2.5.B Adequate Public Facilities, Site Plan Zoning Commission 

Sec. 7:4.3.2.C Adequate Public Facilities, Subdivision Planning Commission 

Sec. 7:7.6 Nonconforming Structures Board of Adjustment1 

Sec. 7:9.1.2 Principal, Accessory, and Temporary Uses Board of Adjustment 

Table 7:9.1.3.A Residential, Manufactured Home Board of Adjustment2 

Article 9.2 Specific Use Standards, except: Board of Adjustment 

Sec. 7:9.2.38 Wireless Communication Tower Zoning Commission3 

Chapter 10 General Development Standards, except: Board of Adjustment 

Sec. 10.1.1.C.4.(d) MSP Setbacks Planning Director4 

Tables 10.1.1.A-C Impervious Coverage, max. Engineering Director 

Sec. 10.5.1 Fences and Walls Board of Adjustment5 

Sec. 13.8 Sidewalks and Pedestrian Ways Planning Commission6 

Chapter 15 Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage and Water Quality7 

(Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 

Sec. 7:5.2. Variance Procedures 
A. Review Types. There are three (3) types of review, which are assigned to each application 

type in Table 7:5.2.A: 
1. Ministerial (M). A ministerial review involves the application of development 

regulations by a ministerial official (staff). 
2. Legislative (L). A legislative review requires action by a legislative body – the Historic 

Resources Commission (HRC), Planning Commission (PC), Zoning Commission (ZC), or 
City Council (CC) – and involves one or more public hearings. 

3. Quasi-judicial (Q). A quasi-judicial review involves the application of a discretionary 
standard required by the UDC and requires a public hearing by the Board of 
Adjustment (BOA) or Construction Board of Appeals (CBOA). 

B. Public Notice 
1. Legislative. Shall provide the same public notice as rezonings. See Sec. 7:3.1.3 Public 

Notice. 
2. Quasi-Judicial. The Planning Department shall post a sign on or adjacent to the 

subject property. This sign shall be: 
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a. White in color; 
b. A minimum size of 18 inches by 24 inches in size, and; 
c. Shall include the following information printed in a minimum font size of 20: 

(1) The nature of the request; 
(2) The date, time, and place of the public hearing; and 
(3) The phone number for the Department. 

C. Review, Standards for Approval. Unless specifically allowed, no application shall be 
approved unless it complies with all applicable policies and regulations, is consistent with 
the comprehensive plan, and the following: 
1. Variance 

a. Adequate Public Facilities (Secs. 7:4.2.5.B or 7:4.3.2.C). May only be approved 
when the applicant can demonstrate that the provision of adequate public facilities 
will require unreasonable expenditure, subject to the following conditions: 
(1) Reasons. Either: 

(a) The subdivision: 
i. Is for the purpose of inheritance, sale, or similar act without intention of 

development within five (5) years, provided that a statement to this 
effect is recorded on the plat; and 

ii. Involves no more than ten (10) lots, with each lot being undeveloped 
and at least ten (10) acres; or 

(b) Other similar or justifiable reasons. 
(2) Findings. Only upon finding that: 

(a) The variance will not conflict with the purposes of this UDC or the 
comprehensive plan; 

(b) Granting the variance will not confer on the applicant any special privilege 
that is denied by the UDC to other lands that are similar situated and 
configured; 

(c) Granting the variance will not: 
i. Be contrary to the public interest; 
ii. Adversely affect property values; or 
iii. Adversely affect other property in the vicinity; and 

(d) The variance is the minimum necessary to accommodate the situation. 
b. Board of Adjustment. Any variance request decided upon by the BOA may only be 

approved: 
(1) In cases where: 

(a) There is an unusual physical condition of a lot that is not generally 
prevalent and which condition, if the requirements of this UDC were strictly 
applied, would prevent a reasonable or sensible arrangement of structures; 

(b) A change or alteration of property has resulted from expropriation 
proceedings, and a variance is the only means to allow a reasonable use of 
the property; or 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 5 –  Last amended 
Variances 5-4 August 25, 2026 

(c) Strict application of the regulations would impose an undue hardship, such 
as the tearing down of all or a portion of a structure that was legally 
permitted and is substantially complete. Inconvenience of the property 
owner or other interested party shall not be considered to demonstrate 
hardship; and 

(2) When the applicant demonstrates, and the BOA agrees, that: 
(a) There are topographic or other extraordinary conditions specific to the 

property in question that would: 
i. Make strict application of the regulations impractical; or 
ii. Result in a hardship preventing reasonable use of the property; 

(b) The UDC provides no other means of obtaining relief; and 
(c) There will be no substantial negative impact on surrounding properties. 

c. Impervious Coverage, Max (Tables 10.1.1.A-C). May only be approved if the 
applicant provides documentation proving that any impervious coverage beyond 
the maximum allowed will not increase the volume or rate of stormwater flowing 
off the property. 

D. Expiration of Approval. An approval shall expire or be voided, and require submittal of a 
new application: 
1. Variance, BOA. If substantial construction or change of use has not commenced in 

accordance with the approved variance within: 
a. One (1) year of approval; or 
b. More than one (1) year only: 

(1) If specified by the Board of Adjustment at the time of approval; and 
(2) For good cause shown. 

Table 7:5.2.A. 
Review Types, Recommendations (R), Decisions (D), and Appeals (A) 

Application Type R
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Variance, BOA Q – – – – – – D – A 

Variance, CBOA Q – – – – – – – D A 

Variance, PC L R – – D – A – – – 

Variance, Staff M D – – – – – A A – 

Variance, ZC L R – – – D A – – – 

(Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 
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CHAPTER 6 – ENFORCEMENT 

Sec. 7:6.1. Authority 
The Building Official shall enforce the Unified Development Code. Appeals from the Building 
Official’s decision may be taken to the Board of Appeals where it is alleged there is an error in 
the order, requirement, decision, or determination made by the Building Official in the 
enforcement of the Unified Development Code. 

Sec. 7:6.2. Building Permits Required 
No building may be undertaken in the City of St. George without a building permit. Each 
application for a building permit shall be accompanied by a plat in duplicate, drawn to scale, 
showing the name of the person making the application, the actual dimensions of the lot to 
be built upon as shown by a survey, the size, shape, and location of the building to be 
erected, and such other information as may be necessary to provide for the enforcement of 
the Unified Development Code. A record of applications and plats shall be kept in the office 
of the Building Official. 

Sec. 7:6.3. Changes in Use or Occupancy 
No change in the use of occupancy of land, nor any change of use or occupancy in an 
existing building other than for single family dwelling purposes, shall be made, nor shall any 
new building be occupied until a certificate of occupancy has been issued by the Building 
Official. Every certificate of occupancy shall state that the new occupancy complies with all 
provisions of the Unified Development Code. No permit for excavation, the erection, or 
alteration of any building shall be issued before the application has been made and 
approved for a certificate of occupancy and compliance, and no building or premises shall be 
occupied until such certificate and permit is issued. A record of all certificates of occupancy 
shall be kept on file in the office of the Building Official and copies shall be furnished on 
request to any interested person. 

Sec. 7:6.7. Violations and Penalties 

Sec. 7:6.7.1. Generally 
A. Any person or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions of this Unified 

Development Code or fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof, or who shall 
build or alter any building in violation of any detailed statement or plan submitted and 
approved hereunder shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not less the 
$250 but not more than $500 or be imprisoned for not more than 30 days for each day 
that the violation continues and each day such violation shall be permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. The owner or owners of any building or premises or part 
thereof where anything in violation of this chapter shall be placed or shall exist, and any 
architect, builder, contractor, individual persons, or corporation employed in connection 
therewith and who may have assisted in the commission of any such violation, shall be 
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deemed guilty of a separate offense and upon conviction shall be fined as provided by 
this section. 

B. In case any building or structure is erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, 
converted, or maintained, or any building, structure, or land is used in violation of this 
chapter, the Building Official, in addition to other remedies, may institute any appropriate 
action or proceedings in the name of the City of St. George to prevent such unlawful 
erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance, or use, 
to restrain, correct, or abate such violation, to prevent the occupancy of said building, 
structure, or land, or to prevent any illegal act, conduct, business, or use in or about said 
premises. 

C. In the event the City of St. George incurs the expense of correcting a violation, the City of 
St. George shall be entitled to a privilege and lien upon the property for the costs of 
correcting the violation. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:6.7.2. Land Clearing 
A. Violations 

1. Each of the following activities shall be considered separate land clearing violations: 
a. Disturbance of soil; 
b. Removal of soil; 
c. Filling; 
d. Grading; 
e. Erection of any structure; and, 
f. Removal of vegetation. 

2. Each acre per day during which a violation of land clearing regulations, as described 
in Sec. 7:3.9, Land Clearing, exists shall be considered a separate violation of this 
ordinance until the site is stabilized and all violations are resolved with the City of 
St. George. 

3. Once a land clearing permit has been issued, all clearing activities must be contained 
within the limits of clearing. Any violations of the land clearing regulations, as 
described in Sec. 7:3.9, Land Clearing, that occur outside the limits of clearing shall be 
considered a separate violation of this ordinance until the site is stabilized and all 
violations are resolved with the City of St. George. 

B. Penalties 
1. If a violation of land clearing regulations or land clearing permits occurs, a fine of 

$1,000 will be assessed per acre, per violation for each day the violation occurs until 
the violation is resolved with the City of St. George. 

2. If clearing occurs prior to issuance of a land clearing permit, no further permits of any 
sort will be issued until proper soil stabilization is provided, the violations are resolved 
with the City of St. George and all resulting penalties and fines are paid. 
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3. If any violation to this ordinance occurs after a building permit is issued, the building 
permit shall be suspended and a stop-work order issued until the violations are 
resolved with the City of St. George and all resulting penalties and fines are paid. 

4. Any activities, as described in Sec. 7:3.9, Land Clearing, that take place outside the 
limits of clearing will be assessed a fine of $1,000 dollars per acre, per violation, per 
day for each day the violation occurs until the violation is resolved with the City of 
St. George. 

Sec. 7:6.7.3. Landscape 
A. Violations 

1. Failure to maintain required plant materials and planting areas as determined through 
periodic inspection by the Planning Department shall constitute a violation of this 
chapter of the Unified Development Code. 

2. Driving Vehicles or Storing Equipment on Unauthorized Public Areas. No person, 
except agents and employees of public utilities, shall: 
a. Drive vehicles of any kind across neutral grounds, parks, or public ways or park 

cars, trucks or other equipment on neutral grounds, parks, or public ways, except 
where authorized by law; or, 

b. Store equipment on neutral grounds, parks, or public places, or park cars or other 
vehicles on the sidewalk, including the strip between the property line and the 
street curbing, without written permission from the Engineering Department. 

3. A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a 
violation of any of the above provisions occurs. 

B. Penalties. Violation of the above landscape provisions shall subject the owner to a fine of 
$50 per day for each day that required landscaping is not maintained. 

Sec. 7:6.7.4. Single Family Occupancy 
Whenever the Building Official has cause to believe a violation of the provisions governing 
single family occupancy as defined in Chapter 19, Definitions, has occurred, the owner and/or 
occupants shall be required to furnish affidavits, executed before a notary public, under 
penalty of law, attesting to the number of unrelated occupants of the house. Failure to do so 
shall constitute prima facie evidence that a violation of the single family zoning restriction has 
occurred. 
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CHAPTER 7 – NONCONFORMITIES 

Sec. 7:7.1. Purpose 
Zoning regulations established by the adoption of this ordinance or amendments to this 
ordinance may cause properties and uses that were lawful prior to the adoption of certain 
regulations to not meet the requirements after adoption of these regulations. The purpose of 
this chapter is to establish procedures and regulations for those lawfully established uses of 
properties or structures that are in conflict with the requirements of this ordinance. It is not the 
intent of this section to encourage the continuance of nonconformities that are out of 
character with the standards of the zoning district. It is the intent of this section, however, to 
allow certain nonconforming situations to continue as legal exceptions to this ordinance. 

Sec. 7:7.2. Nonconformities Defined 
A nonconformity shall be any use, lot, improvement, or structure that was legally established 
but, as a result of adoption of or amendments to this UDC, does not meet the current 
standards of the UDC. 

A. Nonconforming Uses. Nonconforming uses shall be those legally established uses of 
property that do not conform with the requirements of the zoning district in which they 
are located. 

B. Nonconforming Lot. A nonconforming lot shall be any legally established parcel that 
does not conform to the current area or dimensional requirements of the zoning 
district in which it is located. 

C. Nonconforming Structure. A nonconforming structure shall be any legally established 
building or structure that fails to meet current UDC standards for setback, height, or 
similar factors. 

D. Nonconforming Improvement. A nonconforming improvement shall be any legally 
established improvement, including but not limited to landscaping, parking, lighting, 
and signs, that does not meet the current standards of the UDC. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:7.3. Creation of Nonconformities 
Except as expressly allowed in this chapter, no new nonconformities may be created. 

Sec. 7:7.4. Nonconforming Uses 
A. Continuation. 

1. Nonconforming uses shall be allowed to continue, but may not expand. 
2. For a use that involves the sale of alcoholic beverages (except not restaurant with 

alcohol), the prohibition on expansion shall apply to the physical space occupied by 
the use and to any aspect of its operation, which may include but is not limited to 
hours of operation or offering of live music. 
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3. A nonconforming billboard: 
a. Shall not be structurally altered beyond 50% of its replacement value; and 
b. May be rebuilt if it is destroyed by an act of God such as a storm, hurricane, or 

otherwise. 
B. Discontinuation 

1. Nonconforming uses (except not restaurant with alcohol), other than those involving 
the sale of alcohol, shall not be re-established if the nonconforming use is 
discontinued for 24 months. 

2. Nonconforming uses involving the sale of alcohol (except not restaurant with alcohol) 
shall not be re-established if the sale of alcohol at the business is discontinued for six 
months or more. 

3. Nonconforming residential use of garage apartments on properties zoned R-4 shall 
not be reestablished if the use is discontinued for: 
(a) A period of twelve months or more if the property owner lives on the premises; or 
(b) A period of six months or more if the property owner does not live on the 

premises. 
4. All nonconforming uses on property that does not include a building or on which the 

only building is typically an accessory structure associated with the nonconforming 
use shall be discontinued within six years becoming nonconforming. 

5. Nonconforming uses located in buildings that are damaged or destroyed to an extent 
of more than 60 percent of its fair market value, by fire, explosion, act of God, or the 
public enemy shall not be reestablished. 

C. Changes to Nonconforming Uses 
1. If there are no structural alterations, a nonconforming use may be changed to another 

nonconforming use provided that it is changed to a less intense use as determined in 
Chapter 8, Zoning Districts. If changed, however, it cannot be changed back to the 
original nonconforming use. 

2. No person operating a business which is presently classified as a legal nonconforming 
commercial use may apply for or be issued a license or permit to allow package retail 
sales of beer and/or liquor for off-premise consumption without first obtaining a 
petition of 51 percent of the property owners within 300 feet of said business. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:7.5. Nonconforming Lots 
Nonconforming lots may be developed to permit conforming uses; however, the required 
setbacks may be reduced to reflect the extent of the nonconformity. That is, a nonconforming 
lot that provides 90 percent of the required lot width required in a zoning district may have 
the side yard setbacks reduced by up to ten percent. 
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Sec. 7:7.6. Nonconforming Structures 
Nonconforming structures may only be enlarged, extended, reconstructed, or structurally 
altered if the extent of the nonconformity is not increased, and for reconstruction, if a variance 
is granted (see Chapter 5 – Variances). 

(Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 

Sec. 7:7.7. Nonconforming Improvements 
A nonconforming improvement may remain and continue, subject to the following: 

1. No action shall be taken which increases the degree or extent of the nonconformity. 
2. Where this UDC requires an improvement to come into conformance with this UDC, 

those requirements shall apply in addition to the regulations in this chapter. 
3. A nonconforming sign structure may remain so long as it supports a sign that is 

maintained in good condition. If the property on which the sign structure is located is 
vacant for any period longer than 24 months, the sign structure shall be removed. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 
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CHAPTER 8 – ZONING DISTRICTS 

ARTICLE 8.1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 7:8.1.1. General Provisions 
A. The boundaries of the zoning districts are as shown on the official zoning map. 
B. Whenever the St. George City Council revokes the dedication of a right-of-way, adjacent 

zoning districts shall extend to the centerline of the revocation. 
C. Where property is incorporated into the City, its zoning classification will be determined 

as a separate but concurrent request. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:8.1.2. Zoning Districts Established 
A. Base Districts. See Article 8.2 for base district intent statements and regulations, as 

applicable. 
1. Residential. These districts are almost exclusively residential in nature. 

(a) Resource Conservation (RC) 
(b) Residential-1 (R-1) 
(c) Residential-4 (R-4) 
(d) Residential-6 (R-6) 
(e) Residential-9 (R-9) 
(f) Residential-29 (R-29) 

2. Mixed Use. These districts allow a mix of residential and non-residential uses. 
(a) Mixed Use Local (MX-1) 
(b) Mixed Use Neighborhood (MX-2) 
(c) Mixed Use Community (MX-3) 
(d) Mixed Use Regional (MX-4) 

3. Business. These districts are almost exclusively nonresidential in nature. 
(a) Business-1 (B-1) 
(b) Business-2 (B-2) 
(c) Business-3 (B-3) 

B. Overlay Districts. Areas where additional requirements are added to a base district or 
requirements of the base district are modified. In every overlay district, the requirements 
of the base district apply unless specifically modified by the provisions of the overlay 
district. See Article 8.3 for overlay district regulations. 
1. City-wide. The following overlay is mapped on every property in the city: 

(a) Character Area Overlay (CAO) 
2. Planned. The following overlay may be requested to be mapped on specific 

properties: 
(a) Planned Overlay (PO) 
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3. Area. The following overlays are mapped on defined areas of the city, such as a 
corridor or neighborhood: 
(a) Bluebonnet Overlay (BO) 
(b) Drusilla Jefferson Overlay (DJO) 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

ARTICLE 8.2. BASE DISTRICTS 

Sec. 7:8.2.1. Residential Districts 
A. Resource Conservation (RC). Preserve natural resources and rural character by limiting 

allowed uses and requiring three or more acre lots. 
B. Residential-1 (R-1). Rural or estate residential allowing single-unit detached dwellings on 

one or more acre lots. 
C. Residential-4 (R-4). Large-lot suburban residential allowing single-unit detached or zero 

lot line dwellings. 
D. Residential-6 (R-6). Small-lot suburban residential allowing single-unit detached or zero lot 

line dwellings. 
E. Residential-9 (R-9). Low-height urban residential allowing a mix of detached and attached 

single-, two-, and multi-unit dwellings on small lots. 
F. Residential-29 (R-29). Urban residential allowing a mix of detached and attached single-, 

two-, and multi-unit dwellings at greater height and density. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:8.2.2. Mixed Use Districts 
A. Mixed Use Local (MX-1). Small-scale residential and limited nonresidential uses next to 

residential areas to serve nearby residents. 
B. Mixed Use Neighborhood (MX-2). Small-scale multi-unit residential and limited 

nonresidential uses to serve surrounding neighborhoods. 
C. Mixed Use Community (MX-3). Variety of mid-scale nonresidential and multi-unit 

residential uses to serve the community. 
D. Mixed Use Regional (MX-4). Variety of large-scale nonresidential and multi-unit residential 

uses to serve the region. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:8.2.3. Business Districts 
A. Business-1 (B-1). Office, commercial, and limited residential uses; no warehouse or 

industrial uses. 
B. Business-2 (B-2). Office, commercial, warehouse, and limited industrial uses; no residential 

uses. 
C. Business-3 (B-3). Office, commercial, warehouse, and industrial uses; no residential uses. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 8 –  Last amended 
Zoning Districts 8-3 June 23, 2026 

ARTICLE 8.3. OVERLAY DISTRICTS 

Sec. 7:8.3.1. Character Area Overlay (CAO) 
A. Purpose. To provide a range of development standards that promote and encourage 

consistency in the quality of design throughout the City based on the unique character of 
an area. 

B. Enforcement and Review. The Planning Department staff shall certify compliance with the 
standards of this overlay district prior to issuance of: 
1. For new construction, a building permit; or 
2. For existing structures, a Certificate of Occupancy. 

C. Character Areas Established. The Character Area Overlay is comprised of four distinct 
character areas (Figure 7:8.3.1.A), each with their own standards: 
1. City Center. The City Center character area represents the historic core of the City of 

St. George that is developed with the highest intensity uses in the city as well as the 
older neighborhoods immediately adjacent to it. It includes pedestrian-oriented and 
bikeable areas within city center or other pedestrian-oriented areas with similar 
densities as the city center. Standards in this area provide for an integrated mix of high 
density residential and high intensity commercial uses while encouraging the 
enhancement of the street-level, pedestrian environment. Auto-oriented and low 
intensity uses are discouraged. 

2. Urban. The Urban character area includes the small lot residential neighborhoods that 
largely developed before the 1960s and the commercial areas that serve these 
neighborhoods. It includes some of St. George’s oldest neighborhoods that are 
characterized by a network of well-connected streets. In addition, it includes areas with 
the potential for creation of a walkable network of small blocks. Lots in these areas are 
generally small, and different uses can be found in proximity to one another. 

3. Suburban. The Suburban character area is the urbanized area of that lies outside the 
City Center and Urban areas. It is characterized by auto-oriented shopping centers 
and residential subdivisions with larger lots where the majority of St. George’s 
population growth has been concentrated since the 1960s. Different land uses 
typically demonstrate greater separation from one another than is found in the City 
Center or Urban areas. 

4. Rural. The Rural character area lies outside the Suburban area. It features low 
population densities and is served by limited infrastructure, including two-lane rural 
roads and individual sewage treatment systems. Different land uses have the greatest 
degree of separation and the zoning is predominantly residential, although some 
nonresidential uses are in the area. Larger tracts are generally wooded and 
undisturbed. 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 8 –  Last amended 
Zoning Districts 8-4 June 23, 2026 

Figure 7:8.3.1.A. 
Illustration of Character Areas 

      

City Center                                                  Urban 

      

Suburban                                                    Rural 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:8.3.2. Planned Overlay (PO) 

Sec. 7:8.3.2.1. Purpose, Interpretation, and Thresholds 
A. The Planned Overlay (PO) strives for the following objectives to be achieved: 

1. Encourage a mix of land uses for the development of large tracts of land as planned 
neighborhoods, communities, and/or development. 

2. Encourage flexible and creative concepts in site planning. 
3. Preserve the natural amenities of the land by encouraging scenic and open areas; 

create a method for the permanent preservation of common open space, natural 
vegetation, topographic and geological features, and environmentally appropriate 
features for the continued use and enjoyment of the residents of the development (for 
PUDs and SPUDs only). 

4. Accomplish a more desirable environment and increase the variety of environments 
made available to the public by allowing a development that would not be possible 
under the strict application of the current Unified Development Code. 

5. Provide an efficient use of land, which could result in smaller networks of utilities and 
streets, and promote a creative approach to the use of land and related physical 
facilities that result in better design and development, with the inclusion of aesthetic 
amenities including an increased amount of landscaping. 
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6. Provide an environment of stable character compatible with surrounding area, and 
combine and coordinate architectural styles, building forms, and building 
relationships with a possible mixing of different land uses in an innovative design. 

7. Provide an environment that encourages non-vehicular circulation. 
8. Provide for the prevention and/or control of soil erosion, surface flooding, and the 

preservation of subsurface water. 
9. Provide for more usable and suitably located recreation facilities, schools, and other 

public and private facilities (for PUDs only). 
10. Create a method for the permanent preservation of architectural and/or historic 

landmarks. 
11. Promote a land use which promotes the public health, safety and welfare. Within the 

planned area, a variety of land use types should be designed, in an orderly relation to 
one another and to existing land uses, and with due regard to comprehensive 
planning. 

12. Such development may consist of conventionally subdivided lots to be sold, un-
subdivided single ownership, separate condominium ownership of structures, or other 
ownership methods the location and extent of which are established on the Planned 
unit development Plat. 

13. The unique and substantially different character of Planned unit developments require 
their administrative processing as a “special rezoning” in this ordinance. Planned unit 
developments are more complex and of a different character than other zoning 
classifications, requiring the establishment herein of specific and additional 
procedures, standards, requirements and exceptions to govern the recommendations 
of the Zoning Commission and the action of the St. George City Council. 

14. Provide for infill development and adaptive reuse of abandoned or blighted 
properties. 

15. Provide an environment which encourages live/work mixes. This type of development 
should include a mix of at least two separate uses within the development; however, 
districts of a single zoning type may be allowed dependent on the development, 
location and availability of traditional zoning. 

B. Interpretation 
1. A Planned Overlay is described as the development of land as an integral unit which 

provides a mix of land uses, which may include all types of residential, nonresidential, 
and open space uses. 

2. A Planned Overlay may be excepted from the provisions of the City of St. George UDC 
to the extent specified in this UDC. The ordinance approving the Planned Overlay 
shall specify the excepted provisions. All regulations of this UDC shall apply in an 
approved Planned Overlay unless specifically excepted. 

3. An approved Planned Overlay shall be noted on the official zoning map by PO 
followed by the ordinance number that approved the PO (for example, PO-2026-999). 

C. Thresholds. There are three Planned Overlay thresholds, listed below, based on the total 
acreage of the land in the PO. There are some differences in the development standards 
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and review and approval process for each. They are given names only for the purpose of 
distinguishing them in this UDC. 
1. ISPUD for sites less than 2.5 acres; 
2. SPUD for sites between 2.5 and 10 acres; and 
3. PUD for sites more than 10 acres. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:8.3.2.2. Development Standards 
A. General 

1. Table 7:8.3.2.2.A establishes minimum development standards, what UDC provisions 
a PO may be excepted from, and at which approval phase the standard or exception 
must be requested. 

2. Only the UDC provisions listed in Table 7:8.3.2.2.A may be excepted from the 
provisions of this UDC, including those of the underlying base zoning district. 

B. Open Space Requirements 
1. PUD Common Open Space Requirements 

(a) The following uses may account for common open space with the stated 
limitations: 
(1) Parks, and other open greenbelt areas, whether publicly or privately owned, 

that are readily accessible must account for not less than 50 percent of the 
common open space. 

(2) Street trees located within designated landscape common areas or landscape 
servitude and located within a street right-of-way may not exceed 25 percent 
of the common open space. However, common open space within vehicle use 
areas or any noncontiguous green area of less than 1,000 square feet may not 
be included. 

(3) Surface drainage, including surface retention and detention, shall be natural or 
man-made features that enhance a particular property and increase its 
desirability to a community or its marketability to the public. 
a. Lake and ponds, including storm water wet detention basins provided that 

they are designed so that a minimum of 20 percent of the abutting 
shoreline is made accessible for the common use of the development. The 
accessible path must be shown on the development plan. 

b. Storm water dry detention basins of not less than one acre; but may not 
exceed 25 percent of the common open space and must be designed to 
provide for acceptable maintenance and upkeep of the detention basin. 

(4) Golf courses may account for up to 50 percent of the common open space. 
(5) Natural wetlands may not exceed 50 percent of common open space plus any 

natural wetlands reasonably visible from interpretive walkways provided in and 
through the wetlands. 

(6) Hard surface recreation areas such as recreational courts and pedestrian plazas 
may account for up to 25 of the common open space. 
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(7) Servitudes with existing below ground utilities and/or facilities with a width of 
not less than 30 feet. 

(8) Electrical transmission line servitudes with a width of not less than 150 feet in 
commercial areas only. 

(9) Dedicated recreational areas on school sites, excluding the area devoted to 
buildings. 

(10) An existing building or buildings that have historical or cultural significance 
may be located in a common area space; however, the enclosed building area 
may not be included in the common open space requirement. 

(11) Common open space for the use by the general public, if agreed to by the 
appropriate governmental authority, in each case in an amount to be 
determined by the Planning Commission. 

(b) Common open space shall not include: 
(1) Yards that are not accessible for the common use of the development; 
(2) Parking areas; 
(3) Drives; 
(4) Utilities with above ground improvements (except as noted above) or road 

easements/servitudes; 
(5) Paved lakes, ponds, bayous, streams, or creeks; 
(6) Structures (unless a part of the open space such as gazebos or as noted 

above); 
(7) Drainage ditches or canals; and 
(8) Areas reserved for the exclusive use and benefit of an individual tenant or 

owner. 
(c) Common open space shall be permanently set aside for the sole benefit, use, and 

enjoyment of present and future occupants of the Planned unit development 
through covenant, deed restriction, open space servitude, or similar legal 
instrument; or, if agreed to by governmental agency, the open space may be 
conveyed to a governmental agency for the use of the general public. 

(d) In the event land shown on a final development plan as common open space is 
dedicated to the City, the St. George City Council may, but shall not be required to, 
accept the open space provided: 
(1) Such land is accessible to the residents of the City; 
(2) There is no cost of acquisition other than the costs incidental to the transfer of 

ownership; and, 
(3) The City agrees to and has access to maintain such lands. 

2. SPUD Common Open Space Requirements 
(a) Land areas proposed for common open space must be throughout the entire 

development and must be designed and made accessible for common usage of 
the development by means of pedestrian and/or bicycle connectivity. 

(b) Lakes or ponds may be included in the common open space calculations provided 
that they are designed so that a minimum of 20 percent of the abutting shoreline is 
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made accessible for the common usage of the development and the access path 
is shown on the development plan. Drainage ditches or canals are not considered 
lakes and ponds and shall not count towards open space. In all projects over one 
acre. Surface drainage, including surface retention and detention, must be natural 
or man-made features which enhance a particular property and increase its 
desirability to a community or its marketability to the public. 

(c) Common open space within vehicle use areas or any noncontiguous common area 
of less than 1,000 square feet may not be included in the required area. 

(d) Hard surface areas such as pedestrian plazas and recreational courts may account 
for up to 25 percent of the common open space. 

(e) Common landscape areas located within rights-of-way or servitudes may account 
for up to 25 percent of the common open space. 

(f) Dry detention basins and retention areas may account for up to 50 percent of the 
common open space. 

(g) The area immediately surrounding existing building(s) and existing building(s) that 
have historical or cultural significance may be located within the dedicated 
common open space requirements. These areas must be made accessible for the 
common usage of the development. 

(h) Servitudes with existing below ground utilities or facilities may be included in the 
common open space requirement. Servitudes with existing above ground utilities 
or facilities may be included for commercial areas only. 

3. ISPUD Common Open Space Requirements. Any of the uses described in Sec. 7:12.4, 
Uses, may be provided regardless of the character area overlay in which the 
development is located. 

4. Control of Open Space. The common open space and associated facilities may be 
owned by an association or maintenance association. The association shall be formed 
and operated under the following provisions: 
(a) The applicant shall provide the articles and bylaws of the association and the 

methods for maintaining the common open space. 
(b) The association shall be organized by the applicant and shall be operated with a 

financial subsidy from the applicant before the sale of any lots within the Planned 
unit developments. 

(c) Membership in the association shall be mandatory for all purchasers of property 
therein and their successors in title. The conditions and timing of transferring 
control of the association from the applicant to the property owners shall be 
identified. 

(d) The association shall be responsible for maintenance of insurance and taxes on all 
common open space, enforceable by liens placed on the association by the City. 
The association may place liens on the property of its members who fail to pay 
their association dues in a timely manner, as provided in the association bylaws. 
Shares shall be defined in the bylaws. 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 8 –  Last amended 
Zoning Districts 8-9 June 23, 2026 

(e) The association shall, at all times, cause the property owners to have access to the 
common open space within the Planned unit developments. 

(f) The association shall be able to adjust the assessments to meet changing needs. 
C. Ownership and Control. All land included for purpose of development within planned unit 

developments shall be owned by or be under the control of the applicant for such zoning 
designation (including without limitation a purchase agreement, option agreement, 
and/or development agreement), whether that applicant be an individual, partnership, 
corporation (limited liability company, limited liability partnership, trust), or groups of 
individuals, partnerships, or corporations (limited liability company, limited liability 
partnerships and/or trusts). 
 
 The applicant shall present proof of the unified control of the entire area within the 
planned unit development and shall agree that if applicant proceeds with the planned 
unit development applicant will do so in accordance with: 
1. The concept plan adopted for the planned unit developments; 
2. Regulations existing when the amendment granting the planned unit development 

was adopted; and, 
3. Such other conditions or modifications as may be attached to the rezoning of the land 

to the planned unit developments. 
D. Definitive covenants, grants, easements, dedications, and restrictions to be imposed on 

the land, buildings, and structures including proposed easements for public utilities and 
instruments relating to the use and maintenance of common area and private streets shall 
give consideration to access requirements of public vehicles for maintenance purposes. 

E. Additional Regulations for Phased Developments. A PUD may be developed in phases or 
stages in accordance with the following: 
1. Boundaries. The boundaries of all proposed phases shall be shown on the concept 

plan. 
2. Data. All data required for the project, as a whole, shall be given for each phase shown 

on the concept plan. 
3. Improvements. The phasing plan shall be consistent with the traffic circulation, 

drainage, common open space, and utilities plans for the entire Planned unit 
development. Planned unit developments that are to be developed in phases or 
stages shall be required to provide public improvements, common open space, and 
other amenities attributed to such phase at the same time as or before the 
construction of principal buildings and structures associated with individual phases. 
The nature, type, and amount of public improvements, common open space, and 
other project amenities provided during an individual phase of the project shall be 
commensurate with and proportionate to the overall development of the phase. 
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Table 7:8.3.2.2.A. 
Planned Overlay Development Standards 

UDC Provision PUD SPUD ISPUD 

Prohibited Uses 

MX-4 conditional uses 
Residential uses if any 

industrial uses 
proposed 

MX-4 conditional uses 
Uses allowed only in  

B-3 
Residential uses if any 

industrial uses 
proposed 

MX-4 conditional uses 
Uses allowed only in  

B-2 or B-3 
Residential uses if any 

industrial uses 
proposed 

Density and FAR, 
maximum 

Determined at 
Concept 

Determined at Final 

Lot Size, minimum Determined at Final 

Yards, minimum Determined at Final 

Structure Height, 
maximum 

Determined at Final 
150% of abutting zoning district, which may further increase one (1) foot 

for every ten (10) feet of building setback 

Common Open 
Space Required 
(See 
Sec. 7:8.3.2.2.B) 

Up to 
50 ac 

15% of 
site 

15% of site 5% 50–100 ac 
18% of 

site 

More than 
100 ac 

20% of 
site 

Green Open 
Space Required 

Determined at Final 
50% of required Common Open Space 

Determined at Final 

Utilities Determined at Final; Underground 

Signs Determined at Final 

Parking 
Determined at Final 

Shared parking may be used throughout 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:8.3.2.3. Review and Approval 
A. General Review Criteria. Approval and recommendation of the Zoning Commission shall 

be accompanied by a written report stating the reasons for approval of the application, 
and specific evidence and facts showing that the proposed planned unit development will 
not adversely affect the immediate vicinity. The Zoning Commission in its review of 
proposed planned unit developments shall consider, where applicable: 
1. The relation between the proposed development and surrounding uses, and the 

effect of the proposed planned unit development plan upon the comprehensive plan; 
2. The adequacy of existing and proposed streets, utilities, and other public services to 

serve the development; and the location with respect to the interstate, major highways 
and major arterial streets so as not to create adverse major shifts of traffic generation 
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to intermediate collectors and/or minor streets; and access of every dwelling unit or 
other uses within the planned unit development to a public and/or private street via 
pedestrian ways, courts or other access related servitudes or easements; 

3. The character, design, and appropriateness of the proposed land uses and their 
adequacy to encourage desirable living conditions, to provide separation and 
screening between uses where desirable, to preserve the natural amenities of streams, 
wooded areas, and similar natural features where possible, to provide adequate 
pedestrian circulation and access to mass transit if available; 

4. The proposed location, arrangement density/intensity, and height of land uses shall 
be compatible to existing or proposed dwellings within the vicinity of the planned unit 
development or to the development of the neighborhoods; 

5. The suitability of the site for development in the manner proposed without hazard to 
persons or property adjacent to the site, the use of flood hazard areas if present for 
recreational areas, and no contribution to erosion or other soil related damage. Soil 
conditions, drainage, vegetation cover and topography shall be maximally utilized to 
fit the intended design of the development; 

6. The requirement of common open spaces within the planned unit development and 
the devotion of the development to active and passive recreational purposes; 

7. The protection and preservation of any existing historic and archaeological structures 
or sites into the design of the Planned unit development; 

8. The greater protection and preservation of environmentally sensitive and natural 
amenities areas within the Planned unit development, if any, including, but not limited 
to, wetlands, problem soils, streams, creeks, old growth wooded areas, and areas 
containing protected species; 

9. The internal compatibility of the land uses within the plan; 
10. The external compatibility of the arrangement of the land uses within the planned unit 

developments; 
10. The proposed planned unit development is consistent with the spirit and intent of this 

section and represents an opportunity for improved or innovative development for the 
community that could not be achieved through conventional zoning; and, 

11. The promotion of the purposes set forth in Sec. 7:8.3.2.1.A, Purpose. 
B. Review and Approval Process. The Planned Overlay approval process shall consist of the 

steps described below. The approval authorities and timeframes within which the various 
steps remain valid is as shown in Table 7:8.3.2.3.A. The Planning Director may extend the 
period of validity of a plan within a PO for one additional year upon receiving a written 
request describing any extenuating circumstances beyond the control of the developer, 
provided such request is received during the period of validity. 
1. Pre-Application Conference. The pre-application conference shall be held with the 

Planning Director for the purpose of exchanging information, providing guidance to 
the applicant, and determining the eligibility of the request for consideration as a PO. 
A request for a pre-application conference shall be made to the Planning Director. The 
applicant shall submit copies of a concept showing the location of the property, 
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boundaries, significant natural features, vehicular and pedestrian circulation, and land 
use(s) for the entire site, at least ten days before the pre-application conference. The 
Planning Director shall advise the applicant of the conformance of the concept with 
the requirements of a PO. No formal action will be taken at a pre-application 
conference, nor will statements made at the pre-application conference be considered 
legally binding commitments. 

2. Concept (PUD only) 
a. Following the pre-application conference, an applicant may submit a completed 

application for concept approval. A PO concept shall follow the procedures for 
approval of zoning items before the Zoning Commission and zoning cases before 
the St. George City Council. Where the PO is to be developed in phases, the 
concept that is presented for review and approval shall be the concept for the 
entire development and shall identify the proposed phasing. 

b. PO concept approval shall be valid for three years from the date of the St. George 
City Council approval, unless, during that three year period, a PO final for all or a 
portion of the property is submitted and approved. 

c. Provided that the PO concept has not expired, the period of validity of an 
approved PO concept may be extended one time for up to 12 months as shown in 
Table 7:8.3.2.3.A by the Zoning Commission. 

d. If the applicant fails to timely submit a PO final for all or a portion of the property, 
or obtain an extension, the Planning Director shall deem the PO concept to be 
invalid and remove the Planned Overlay from the official zoning map. 

3. Final. Construction may take place within a planned overlay only following approval of 
a final development plan for the area. 
a. PUD Final 

(1) A PUD PO final, showing substantial compliance with the approved PO 
concept, shall follow the procedure for zoning items going to the Zoning 
Commission with a public hearing. 

(2) Upon approval of the PUD PO final, construction may proceed for public 
and/or approved private roads, utility installations, common open space, 
recreational facilities, governmental structures, and similar uses, provided that 
a preliminary subdivision plat and construction plans have also been approved 
for the development. 

(3) If the PUD includes the division of property into lots, the applicant shall request 
a subdivision preliminary plat concurrently with a request for the PUD PO final. 
They shall be processed as concurrent, but separate, requests. 

(4) A PUD PO final shall expire three years from the date of Zoning Commission 
approval. The applicant may request an extension from the Zoning 
Commission for not more than one year if the previously approved PUD PO 
final has not expired. 
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(5) If no construction occurs within three years and no extension was granted, the 
Planning Director shall deem the PO final to be invalid and remove the 
Planned Overlay from the official zoning map. 

b. SPUD and ISPUD Final 
(1) A SPUD or ISPUD PO final shall follow the procedure for zoning items requiring 

a recommendation from the Zoning Commission and approval by the 
St. George City Council following public hearings. 

(2) A SPUD or ISPUD PO final shall expire three years from the date of the 
St. George City Council approval, unless, during that three year period, a 
construction permit is obtained. 

(3) The applicant may request an extension from the Zoning Commission for not 
more than one year if the previously approved SPUD or ISPUD PO final has not 
expired. 

(4) If no construction occurs within three years and no extension was granted, the 
Planning Director shall deem the PO final to be invalid and remove the 
Planned Overlay from the official zoning map. 

4. Changes to a Planned Overlay 
a. Types of Changes. There are three types of changes: 

(1) Major Change -- one that will have significant impacts on the approved uses 
within the development, or on the site surrounding the development. These 
changes require a recommendation from the Zoning Commission and 
approval by the St. George City Council following public hearings; 

(2) Minor Change – one that will have significant impact on the layout of the 
development. These changes require approval by the Zoning Commission 
following a public hearing; and, 

(3) Administrative Change – one that will not alter the basic design and character 
of the development, nor any specified conditions imposed as part of the 
original approval. These may be approved by the Planning Director. 

b. Applications for Changes. The owner(s) of record of the property affected by the 
proposed change shall file an application with the Planning Director that shall 
contain the reason for the change and the anticipated impacts on the 
development. 

c. Appeal of Classification. The applicant may appeal the decision by the Planning 
Director as to the classification of a proposed change to the Zoning Commission. 

d. Major Changes. Major changes include, but are not limited to: 
(1) An increase in density or intensity of any permitted land use, including the 

number of housing units, by more than ten percent from what was originally 
approved in the concept plan; 

(2) In residential areas, a change in the mix of single family and multi-family 
structures by more than ten percent from what was originally approved in the 
concept plan; 
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(3) An increase in the amount of land in nonresidential uses by more than ten 
percent from what was originally approved in the concept plan; 

(4) Involve any use not specified on the approved concept plan; and/or, 
(5) Substantial and material reduction in the amenities proffered by the applicant. 
(6) In an ISPUD, any change in the location of uses that cannot be approved 

administratively. 
e. Minor Change. Minor changes are any change not determined to be a major or 

administrative change. 
f. Administrative Change. Administrative changes include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Change in the location or size of open space, if the overall amount of common 
open Space acreage does not decrease by more than ten percent, and the 
Planning Director determines that the quality and functionality of the revised 
common open space is the same or better. The Planning Director may not 
approve a revision that includes the deletion of an open space within 500 feet 
of an area that is part of a final plat in a residential area; 

(2) Change in the location or type of a drainage or water quality control, if the 
Planning Director determines that: 
(b) The basic layout of the PO remains the same; and, 
(b) The revised location or type of control functions as well as the previous 

location or type of control, provided that there are no objections from the 
Engineering Department; 

(3) Change in the locations of major utility facilities and easements, if the Planning 
Director determines that the revised locations are more appropriate or 
functional, provided that there are no objections from the Engineering 
Department; 

(4) Change in a preliminary architectural standard, if the Planning Director 
determines that the revised standard is consistent with the architectural 
character of the PO; 

(5) Reduction of the size of any building; 
(6) Movement of buildings and/or signs by no more than 25 feet, but in no event 

in required buffers and/or setbacks; 
(7) Landscaping approved in the final development plan that is replaced by similar 

landscaping to an equal or greater extent; 
(8) Internal rearrangement of a parking lot that does not affect the number of 

parking spaces or alter access locations or design; 
(9) Changes to the internal road network, provided that there are no new external 

connections created and there are no objections from the Engineering 
Department; 

(10) In an ISPUD, changes to external access locations 
(a) Those greater than one acre, by no more than 50 feet provided the access 

remains on the same roadway; 
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(b) Those up to one acre, by no more than 20 feet provided the access remains 
on the same roadway. 

(11) Changes required or requested by the Parish or other State or Federal 
authorities in order to conform to other laws or regulations; and/or, 

(12) In a PUD, the addition of phasing to a previously approved concept plan. 
5. Permits. No building permit for a structure other than a temporary contractor’s office 

or temporary storage building shall be issued for a lot or parcel within an approved 
planned unit development prior to a determination by the Fire Marshal or designee 
that adequate fire protection and access for construction needs exists. No occupancy 
permit for a structure other than a temporary contractor’s office or other approved 
temporary building shall be issued for a structure on a lot or parcel within an 
approved Planned unit development prior to final inspection and approval of all 
required improvements which will serve such lot or parcel to the satisfaction of the 
Engineering Director and the Building Official. 

6. The Approved Final Development Plan. Development restrictions and/or conditions, as 
required by the Planning or Zoning Commission and/or St. George City Council, shall 
be recorded by the applicant with the Clerk of Court of East Baton Rouge Parish within 
fifteen days of the date of the final approval of the Concept plan and/or the Final 
development plan by the Planning or Zoning Commission and/or St. George City 
Council, as the case may be. Certified copies of these documents shall also be filed 
with the Planning Department. The applicant shall record development restrictions 
and other required documents, which pertain to a subdivision within the approved 
Final development plan, with the Clerk of Court of East Baton Rouge Parish within 
fifteen days of the signing of the final plat. 

Table 7:8.3.2.3.A. 
Planned Overlay Approval Process 

 PUD SPUD ISPUD 

 Concept Final Final Final 

Initial Period 36 months 36 months 36 months 36 months 

Approval 
Authority 

Council 
Zoning 

Commission 
Council Council 

Extension Period 12 months 12 months 12 months 12 months 

Approval 
Authority 

Zoning 
Commission 

Zoning 
Commission 

Zoning 
Commission 

Zoning 
Commission 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:8.3.3. Bluebonnet Overlay (BO) 
A. Purpose. To strengthen the physical and economic character of the area by mitigating or 

avoiding functional and architectural incompatibility of buildings or services. 
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B. Areas. The BO is comprised of two areas, to the north and south of Claycut Bayou. 
1. BO North. See Sec. 7:8.3.3.1. 
2. BO South. See Sec. 7:8.3.3.2. 

C. Boundaries. The boundaries of this overlay district are as shown on the official zoning map 
and may be altered only with the affirmative vote of 2/3 of the members of the St. George 
City Council. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:8.3.3.1. BO North 
A. Uses. 

1. On publicly owned lots, the use shall be limited to green space or access to a publicly 
dedicated right of way. 

2. Billboards are prohibited. 
B. Lighting 

1. Lighting mounted on buildings or fences shall be no more than seven feet above the 
ground. 

2. Pole lighting is allowed in parking areas. Pole lighting is limited to 18 feet in height 
and may not be located in required buffers 

3. Any external pole mounted lighting must be oriented inward, toward the 
development or structures, to minimize intrusion into surrounding property. All 
external lighting must be shielded, bulb recessed and directional. 

C. Signage 
1. Permitted Signs. Except as provided below, and subject to the sign requirements of 

Chapter 16 of this UDC, only monument signs and wall signs are allowed, provided 
however, in no event shall the dimensions of the sign exceed the size limitations of the 
base zoning district and provided, further, however that pylon signs shall be allowed 
along Jefferson Highway if otherwise permitted by this UDC. 

2. Prohibited Signs. Electronic changeable copy. 
D. Off-Street Parking. All parking lots must have a concrete curb and gutter configuration. 

"Pin-on" parking bumper and/or parking blocks may be installed, but must be 
permanently affixed. 

E. Landscape and Trees. A building constructed or re-constructed shall, in addition to 
complying with the requirements imposed by the base zoning district, comply with the 
following landscaping requirements. In the event this UDC requires additional affirmative 
landscaping obligations, the more burdensome provision shall apply. 
1. Street Planting Area. A street planting area is required within the ten-foot front yard on 

Bluebonnet Boulevard and Jefferson Highway. The minimum requirements for the 
street planting area include one Class "A" tree or three Class "B” trees for every 
50 linear feet of public street frontage, or fraction thereof, measured at the property 
line. Seventy-five (75) percent of the required trees must be evergreens and may be 
located anywhere within the street planting area that will also be planted with shrubs 
and ground cover plantings to the extent that 40 percent of the street planting area is 
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planted with vegetation other than turf grass. Corner lots with frontage on more than 
one street must provide a street planting requirement along the entire street frontage. 

2. Buffers. Buffers shall include a fence with a minimum height of eight feet. 
F. Utility Screening. All air-conditioning compressors will be roof mounted or screened and 

refuse collection must be kept in a dumpster, enclosed by a six-foot opaque, wood, or 
masonry fence. Dumpsters may not be in buffers. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:8.3.3.2. BO South 
A. Uses. Only the following uses are allowed. All other uses are prohibited. 

1. The following as “P” uses: 
(a) Governmental Facility; 
(b) Park; 
(c) Utility Facility; 
(d) Bank; and 
(e) Office. 

2. Medical Office or Clinic as an “L” use subject to the specific use standards of 
Sec. 7:9.2.23. 

B. Subareas. See Figure 7:8.3.3.A. 
1. Sub Area A1 are Lots 71-B-1, 71-A-1, 70A, 70B, 70C, 69 North, 69 South, 68. In 

Sub Area A1 the designated line is 300 feet from the right-of-way line of Bluebonnet 
Boulevard. 

2. Sub Area A2 are Lots 73-A-1 and 72-A-1. In Sub Area A2 the designated line is 
300 feet from the right-of-way line of Bluebonnet Boulevard. 

3. Sub Area B1 are Lots D, E. 
4. Sub Area B2 are Lots C, 168 C and CP DPW (N). 
5. Sub Area B3 are Lots 369, 368. 
6. Sub Area C1 are Lots 315, 314, 320, 316. In Sub Area C1 the eastern rear designated 

line of Lot 320 and Lot 316 shall have an eight foot fence. 
7. Sub Area C2 are Lots 308, 307A, 168C. 

(a) In Sub Area C2 (Lots 308, 307A, 168C) - The designated line coincides with the 
eastern property line of Lots 307A and 168C. 

(b) In Sub Area C2 the designated line coincides with the eastern property line of Lots 
307A and 168C. 

8. Sub Area D are Lots A, B. 
9. Sub Area E are Lots 19-B, 61A, 61B, 60A, 60B, 59D, and 59C. In Sub Area E the 

designated line is 185 feet west of the right-of-way line of Inniswold Road. 
C. Buildings 

1. All buildings are limited to a maximum of 6,000 square feet of enclosed area. 
2. All foundations must be built of concrete slab construction on grade. 
3. Storage sheds must be attached to the building and constructed of the same materials 

as the building. No prefab, freestanding structures will be permitted. 
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D. Lighting 
1. Lighting mounted on buildings or fences shall be no more than seven feet above the 

ground. 
2. Pole lighting is allowed in parking areas. Pole lighting is limited to 18 feet in height 

and must be located no closer than 50 feet of the designated line. 
3. Any external lighting must be oriented inward toward the development or structures 

to minimize intrusion into surrounding property. 
E. Signage 

1. Calculations. In no event shall the dimensions of the sign exceed the size limitations 
based on the zoning classification of a lot set forth generally in the Unified 
Development Code. 

2. Permitted Signs. Only monument signs or wall signs are allowed. 
3. Illumination. Signs may be illuminated but may not flash, blink or fluctuate and may 

not be animated. No internal illumination is allowed. 
4. Permanent Signs by Type 

(a) Wall Signs. Wall sign or signs shall not exceed a total of eight square feet per 
primary building entrance. Wall signs are permitted at secondary exits or fire exits 
but shall not exceed three square feet in size. Wall paintings and graphics, 
including but not limited to murals and air-brushed or paint sprayed signs, are not 
permitted. Only one wall sign is permitted in each building entrance. A wall sign 
must appear within five feet from the entrance of the building. 

(b) Detached Signs. Only one monument sign is allowed per curb cut or driveway. A 
monument sign must not be taller than eight feet and must not exceed 32 square 
feet of area. 

F. Parking 
1. Off-Street Parking 

(a) All parking lots must have a concrete curb and gutter configuration. “Pin-on” curbs 
and/or parking blocks are not allowed. 

(b) No parking lot is allowed within the ten feet of Bluebonnet Boulevard. All parking 
must be placed to the side or rear of buildings. 

(c) Shared parking areas and driveways are encouraged. 
2. Design Standards 

(a) In Sub Area B1 access is permitted on Oliphant Road but limited to one driveway. 
(b) In Sub Area B2 access is permitted on Oliphant Road but limited to one driveway. 
(c) In Sub Area B3 access is permitted only from Gail Drive. No access is permitted 

from Bluebonnet Road or Bluebonnet Boulevard. 
(d) In Sub Area C1 access is permitted on Gail Drive and Cal Road. No access is 

permitted from Bluebonnet Boulevard. 
(e) In Sub Area C2 access to the site is permitted from Bluebonnet Boulevard from a 

right turn only. (No median cut will be permitted). Access is not permitted from 
Cal Road. 

(f) In Sub Area D no access is permitted from Oliphant Road. 
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G. Landscape and Trees 
1. Landscape Standards 

(a) Street Yard Planting Area 
(1) The minimum requirements for the street planting area include one Class “A” 

tree or three Class “B” trees for every 50 linear feet of public street frontage, or 
fraction thereof, measured at the property line. Seventy-five (75%) percent of 
the required trees must be evergreens and may be located anywhere within 
the street planting area. 

(2) The street planting area will also be planted with shrubs and ground cover 
plantings to the extent that 40% of the street planting area is planted with 
vegetation other than turf grass. The street planting area is that area located 
within the ten foot front yard on Bluebonnet Boulevard. The ten foot street 
planting must be measured from the street right of way. 

(3) Corner lots with frontage on more than one street must provide a street 
planting requirement along the entire street frontage. 

(b) Buffer Yard Screening 
(1) A solid eight foot wood fence or masonry wall must be installed on the 

designated line with a minimum 20 foot landscape buffer, or a six foot fence 
may be installed with a 25 foot landscape buffer except as otherwise provided 
in this ordinance. 

(2) In Sub Area A2 the landscape buffer encompasses the same 100 foot area as 
the building setback. 

(3) In Sub Area B1 the required landscape buffer and fence or wall shall be located 
between the building setback and the designated line. 

(4) In Sub Area B1 along Oliphant Road a 20 foot landscape buffer and a 3½ foot 
masonry wall shall be located along the designated line. 

(5) In Sub Area B2 a 20 foot landscape buffer and a 3½ foot masonry wall shall be 
located within the building setback along Oliphant Road. 

(6) In Sub Area B3 a 20 foot landscape buffer shall be located along Gail Drive. 
(7) In Sub Area C1 a 25 foot landscape buffer with six foot fence or 20 feet with an 

eight foot fence shall be located along Cal Road. 
(8) In Sub Area C1 (except Lot 315) a 20 foot landscape buffer shall be located 

along Gail Drive. 
(9) In Sub Area C1 the northern boundary of Lot 314 need have only a ten foot 

landscape buffer. 
(10) In Sub Area C2 a 20 foot landscape buffer shall be constructed along the 

designated line. 
(11) In Sub Area D a 20 foot landscape buffer with a 3½ foot masonry wall shall be 

located along Oliphant Road. 
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(c) Vehicular Use Area 
(1) All parking areas must contain a minimum of one Class “A” tree for each ten 

parking spaces. No parking places are allowed to be further than 50 feet from 
a tree. 

(2) Service Areas 
a. All air-conditioning condensers will be ground mounted and visually 

screened. 
b. Refuse collection must be kept in a dumpster enclosed by a six foot 

opaque, wood, or masonry fence. Dumpsters may not be located in 
building setback areas or landscape buffer areas. 

2. Tree and Urban Forest Preservation Standards 
(a) A tree removal permit is required for trees that measure ten inches diameter at 

breast height. 
(b) In Sub Area B1 a tree preservation plan must be submitted as part of any site plan. 
(c) In Sub Area D a tree preservation plan must be submitted as part of any site plan 

for Lot B. 
H. Building Materials 

1. Exterior Building Materials - Not Permitted 
(a) No concrete block or metal wall panels are allowed on the exterior wall. 
(b) No vinyl or aluminum siding. 
(c) No pre-engineered metal or concrete buildings are allowed. 
(d) Skylights will not be located on the front elevations of the office. Bubble skylights 

and solar collectors are not allowed. 
(e) All exposed portions of chimneys must be brick or stucco. Chimney caps are 

required with no exposed spark arrestors. Chimney materials will be brick, copper, 
bronze color clad, slate, or flagstone. Stack vents will be painted to match the color 
of the shingles and must be located at the rear of the unit. 

2. Roof Type 
(a) A building’s primary roof area shall have a minimum six on 12 pitch. Smaller 

secondary roof areas may utilize less than a six on 12 pitch. 
(b) The main roof type must be of gable or hip design. Dormers or other architectural 

features may be included in the main roof design. 
(c) Materials are limited to the following: 

(1) Architectural asphalt shingles 
(2) Standard seam copper 
(3) Slate (or imitation slate) 
(4) Clay tile 
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Figure 7:8.3.3.A. 
Bluebonnet Overlay (BO) South Subareas 

 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:8.3.4. Drusilla Jefferson Overlay (DJO) 
A. Purpose. This district is intended to strengthen physical and economic character by 

ensuring buildings and uses are compatible to those of the surrounding area. 
B. Applicability. The provisions of this section shall apply to all new construction and any 

expansion, reconstruction, or exterior renovation which requires the issuance of a building 
permit and involves 40 percent or more of an existing building or structure. An exterior 
renovation, expansion, or reconstruction shall be calculated based upon the gross square 
footage under the roof. 

C. Prohibited Uses. Gasoline sales are prohibited. 
D. Building Height. Maximum height of 35 feet. 
E. Site Design 

1. No outside storage or work areas shall be allowed. 
2. Pedestrian Paths. Pedestrian paths meeting the requirements of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act shall be clearly delineated connecting all parking areas and sidewalks 
along streets to the primary entrance of the building. 

3. Utilities 
a. Placement. Only ground mounted mechanical equipment shall be allowed. 
b. Screening. Mechanical equipment and dumpsters shall be screened from view of 

all street frontages and adjacent properties with materials the same or a 
complementary color and/or a style as the building. 

4. Lighting 
a. Pole mounted light fixtures may only be permitted within parking areas subject to 

the following limitations. 
(1) The maximum height for pole mounted fixtures shall be 18 feet. 
(2) Pole mounted fixtures shall be designed as full cut-off fixtures and ensure that 

the maximum level of trespass at a property line does not exceed two foot 
candles. 

b. Wall mounted fixtures within 40 feet of the boundary of this overlay shall not be 
located above the ground floor of the building on which they are located. 

5. Fences and Walls. Plastic and chain link fencing shall be prohibited. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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CHAPTER 9 – USE REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 9.1. ALLOWED USES 

Sec. 7:9.1.1. Purpose 
This chapter provides regulations, applicable to all base zoning districts, governing the uses 
and structures that may be allowed on a property. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.1.2. Principal, Accessory, and Temporary Uses 
A. Principal Uses 

1. Principal uses are shown in the Use Table in Sec. 7:9.1.3. 
2. No more than one principal use or structure is allowed on a lot in the RC, R-1, R-4, and 

R-6 zoning districts. 
B. Accessory Uses 

1. Accessory uses are: 
(a) As specifically shown in the Use Table in Sec. 7:9.1.3; or, if not specifically shown in 

the Use Table, 
(b) Allowed for any use in any district in accordance with the definition of accessory 

uses and the specific use standards of Article 9.2. 
2. An accessory use or structure may not be established on a property before a principal 

use or structure, except for: 
(a) Fences; 
(b) Construction and sales offices during the course of development; 
(c) Community gardens on vacant land; or 
(d) On RC zoned properties that are more than two acres in area. 

C. Temporary Uses 
1. Temporary uses are shown in the Use Table in Sec. 7:9.1.3. 
2. A temporary use may not exist for longer than allowed by its specific use standard. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.1.3. Use Table 
A. Uses are in Table 7:9.1.3.A Uses Allowed in Residential, Mixed Use, and Business Base 

Zoning Districts. 
B. Each use is marked with one of the following: 

1. “P” indicates that a use is allowed as a principal use, not subject to any specific use 
standard. 

2. “L” indicates that a use is allowed as a principal use, but that it is subject to specific use 
standards in the “Specific Use Standards” column. 
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3. “C” indicates that a use is allowed as a principal use: 
(a) Only if granted a conditional use permit as described in Sec. 7:3.5 of this UDC; 

and 
(b) Subject to specific use standards in the “Specific Use Standards” column. 

4. “A” indicates that a use is allowed as an accessory use. All accessory uses are subject 
to specific use standards of Article 9.2 and in the “Specific Use Standards” column, 
and some require a conditional use permit. 

5. “T” indicates that a use is allowed as a temporary use, subject to specific use standards 
in the “Specific Use Standards” column. 

6. “–“ indicates that a use is prohibited and is not allowed. 
C. The Planning Director may determine the appropriateness of any use not listed. 
D. All uses must comply with all: 

1. Standards of the base or overlay zoning district; 
2. Standards specific to that use, if a use is marked as “L,” “C,” “A,” or “T” and if any are 

listed in the column titled “Specific Use Standards”; and 
3. Other applicable requirements of this Code. 
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Table 7:9.1.3.A. 
Uses Allowed in Residential, Mixed Use, and Business Base Zoning Districts 

Use 

Residential Mixed Use Business Specific Use 
Standards 
(if L, C, A, T) 
Sec. 7:… R

C
 

R
-1

 

R
-4

 

R
-6

 

R
-9

1
 

R
-2

9
1
 

M
X

-1
1
 

M
X

-2
 

M
X

-3
 

M
X

-4
 

B
-1

 

B
-2

 

B
-3

 

AGRICULTURAL 

Agriculture P P – – – – – – – – – – –  

Equestrian Facility/Stable L L C – – – – – – – – – – 
9.2.1.1 
9.2.14 

Community Garden A A A A A A A A A A A A A 9.2.8 

Farm Stand A A – – – – – – – – – – – 9.2.15 

RESIDENTIAL 

Single-Unit Detached Dwelling P P P P – – – – – – – – –  

Single-Unit Zero Lot Line 
Dwelling 

– – – C P P C – – – – – –  

Single-Unit Attached Dwelling – – – – P P P – – – – – –  

Manufactured Home P – – – – – – – – – – – –  

Two-Unit Dwelling – – – – P P L L L L – – – 9.2.13 

Multi-Unit Dwelling – – – – P P L L L L – – – 9.2.13 

Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) A A A A A A A – – – – – – 9.2.3 

Boarding/Lodging House – – – – P P P – – – – – –  

Congregate Care Facility – – – – P P C P P P P – –  

Fraternity/Sorority House – – – – P P C P P P – – –  

Garage Sale T T T T T T T T T T T T T 9.2.16 

Group Home L L L L P P P P P P – – – 9.2.17 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 9 –  Last amended 
Use Regulations 9-4 August 25, 2026 

Use 

Residential Mixed Use Business Specific Use 
Standards 
(if L, C, A, T) 
Sec. 7:… R

C
 

R
-1

 

R
-4

 

R
-6

 

R
-9

1
 

R
-2

9
1
 

M
X

-1
1
 

M
X

-2
 

M
X

-3
 

M
X

-4
 

B
-1

 

B
-2

 

B
-3

 

Home Occupation A A A A A A A A A A A – – 9.2.19 

Outdoor Kitchen A A A A A A A A A A A – – 9.2.26 

Portable Storage Container T T T T T T T T T T T T T 9.2.29 

Short‐Term Rental L L L L L L L L L L – – – 9.2.33 

PUBLIC/INSTITUTIONAL 

Cemetery/Columbarium/ 
Mausoleum 

C C C C C C C L P P – – – 
9.2.1.1 
9.2.6 

Convention Center – – – – – – – – – P P – –  

Educational Institution C C C C P P P P P P P – –  

Fraternal Organization – – – – P P P P/C P/C P/C – – – 
C if serving 
alcohol 

Governmental Facility P P P P P P P P P P P P P  

Hospital – – – – – – – – P P – – –  

Museum – – – – – C C P P P – – –  

Park P P P P P P P P P P P P –  

Philanthropic Organization C C C C P P P P P P P – –  

Religious Institution C C C C P P P P P P P – –  

Utility Facility P P P P P P P P P P P P P  

Wireless Comm. Tower C C C C C C C C C C C L L 
9.2.1.1 
9.2.38 

OFFICE 

Bank – – – – C C P P P P P P –  
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Use 

Residential Mixed Use Business Specific Use 
Standards 
(if L, C, A, T) 
Sec. 7:… R

C
 

R
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R
-4

 

R
-6

 

R
-9

1
 

R
-2

9
1
 

M
X

-1
1
 

M
X

-2
 

M
X

-3
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X

-4
 

B
-1

 

B
-2

 

B
-3

 

Medical Office or Clinic – – – – C C P P P P P – – 9.2.23 

Office – – – – C C P P P P P P P  

Veterinary Office/Animal Hospital – – – – C C C L L P L – – 9.2.37 

COMMERCIAL 

Adult Entertainment – – – – – – – – – C – –   

Art Gallery – – – – C C P P P P P – –  

Art Studio – – – – C C L L L P L P P 9.2.1.3 

Bar or Lounge – – – – – – – C C C – C C 9.2.31 

Bed and Breakfast C C C C C L L L L L – – – 9.2.4 

Building Material Sales – – – – – – – L P P – P P 
9.2.1.2(a) 
9.2.1.3 

Cabinet Making/Millwork – – – – – – – – C P – P P 
9.2.1.2(b) 
9.2.1.3 

Car Wash – – – – – – – C C P – P P  

Commercial Recreation Facility, 
Indoor 

– – – – – – – P P P – P P  

Commercial Recreation Facility, 
Outdoor 

C C – – – – – P P P – P P 
9.2.1.1 
9.2.7 

Contractor’s Yard with No 
Outdoor Storage 

– – – – – – – – P P – P P  

Contractor’s Yard with Outdoor 
Storage 

– – – – – – – – C C – P P 9.2.27 
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Use 

Residential Mixed Use Business Specific Use 
Standards 
(if L, C, A, T) 
Sec. 7:… R

C
 

R
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R
-4

 

R
-6

 

R
-9

1
 

R
-2

9
1
 

M
X

-1
1
 

M
X

-2
 

M
X
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X

-4
 

B
-1

 

B
-2

 

B
-3

 

Convenience Store – – – – C C C P P P P P P  

Convenience Store with Gasoline 
Sales/Gas Station 

– – – – – – – – L C – P P 9.2.9 

Country Club L P L L – – – P/C P/C P/C – – – 
9.2.10 
C if serving 
alcohol 

Day Care, Child or Adult – – C C P P P P P P P – – 
9.2.1.1 
9.2.11 

Dry Cleaner – – – – – – L L L P P P – 9.2.12 

Farmer’s Market L – – – C C C P P P – – – 9.2.1.1 

Film and Sound Production – – – – – – P P P P P P P  

Funeral Home – – – – – – – P P P – P P  

Gaming – – – – – – – – – C – C C  

Glass Installation – – – – – – – P P P – P P  

Ground Transportation for 
Passengers 

– – – – – – – – – P – P P  

Health Club – – – – C C C P P P P – –  

Heavy Equipment Sales/Rental 
and Service 

– – – – – – – – C C – P P 
9.2.1.2(b) 
9.2.18 

Hotel/Motel – – – – – – – C P P P P –  

Kennel C – – – C C C C P P – P –  

Laboratory – – – – – – – – P P P P P  

Laundromat – – – – C C C P P P – P –  



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 9 –  Last amended 
Use Regulations 9-7 August 25, 2026 

Use 

Residential Mixed Use Business Specific Use 
Standards 
(if L, C, A, T) 
Sec. 7:… R

C
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-6

 

R
-9

1
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9
1
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X
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1
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B
-2

 

B
-3

 

Lawn Maintenance Facility – – – – – – – – P P – P P  

Live/Work Unit – – – – C C L P P P – – – 9.2.21 

Manufactured Home Park L – – – – – – – – – – – – 9.2.22 

Microbrewery/Microdistillery C – – – – – – – C P C P P  

Motor Vehicle Repair – – – – – – – – L P – P P 9.2.1.2(a) 

Motor Vehicle Sales/Rental – – – – – – – C P P – P P 
C: 9.2.1.2(b) 
and 9.2.24 
L: 9.2.1.2(a) 

Office/Warehouse – – – – – – – C C P C P P 9.2.25 

Outdoor Display A – – – A A A A A A A A A 9.2.27 

Parking Garage/Structure – – – – – – – C C P P P P  

Personal Service Establishment – – – – C C C P P P P – –  

Plant Nursery P – – – – – C L P P – – – 9.2.28 

Reception Hall, no alcohol C – – – – – – C C P C P –  

Reception Hall, with alcohol C – – – – – – C C C C C – 9.2.31 

Recreational Vehicle Park C – – – – – – – – L – – – 9.2.30 

Research and Development 
Facility 

– – – – – – – P P P P P P  

Restaurant, no alcohol – – – – C C C P P P P P P  

Restaurant, with alcohol – – – – – – – C C C C C C 9.2.31 

Retail Sale of Packaged Alcohol – – – – – – – C C P C C C 9.2.31 

Retail Sales – – – – C C C P P P P P P  

Self Storage – – – – – – – – C P – P P  
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Use 

Residential Mixed Use Business Specific Use 
Standards 
(if L, C, A, T) 
Sec. 7:… R

C
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1
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1
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1
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Shooting Range, Indoor C – – – – – – – – P – P P  

Shooting Range, Outdoor/ Skeet 
Shooting Range 

C – – – – – – – – – – – –  

Small Equipment Repair – – – – C C C L P P – P P 9.2.1.3 

Snowball Stand C – – – C C P P P P – – – 9.2.34 

Stadium – – – – – – – – P P – – –  

Theater, no alcohol – – – – – – – – P P – – –  

Theater, with alcohol – – – – – – – – C P – – – 9.2.31 

Trade or Business School – – – – – – – C C P C P P 9.2.1.2(b) 

WAREHOUSE 

Cold Storage – – – – – – – – – – – P P  

Freight Terminal – – – – – – – – – – – P P  

Outdoor Storage – – – – – – A A A L A L L 9.2.27 

Petroleum Terminal C – – – – – – – – – – P P  

Storage, Hazardous Material in 
Bulk 

A – – – – – – A A A A A A 9.2.35 

Truck Terminal – – – – – – – – – – – P P  

Vehicle Storage, Wrecked – – – – – – – – – – – – L 
9.2.27 
9.2.36 

Warehouse – – – – – – – – – – – P P  

Wholesale Sales – – – – – – – – – C – P P  
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Use 

Residential Mixed Use Business Specific Use 
Standards 
(if L, C, A, T) 
Sec. 7:… R

C
 

R
-1

 

R
-4

 

R
-6

 

R
-9

1
 

R
-2

9
1
 

M
X

-1
1
 

M
X

-2
 

M
X

-3
 

M
X

-4
 

B
-1

 

B
-2

 

B
-3

 

INDUSTRIAL 

Assembly, Furniture and 
Electronics 

– – – – – – – – – P – P P  

Assembly, Manufactured Parts – – – – – – – – – – – P P  

Concrete Batching/Mixing – – – – – – – – – – – – P  

Food Processing – – – – – – – – – – – P P  

Foundry – – – – – – – – – – – – P  

Junk Yard – – – – – – – – – – – – –  

Well Drilling Services – – – – – – – – – – – – P  

MISCELLANEOUS 

Air Transportation Facility – – – – – – – – – C – – P  

Billboard – – – – – – – – L L – L L 9.2.5 

Sand and Gravel Mining C – – – – – – – – – – – C 9.2.32 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-019, 6-23-2026; Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026; Ord. No. 2026-029, 8-25-2026) 
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ARTICLE 9.2. SPECIFIC USE STANDARDS 

Sec. 7:9.2.1. Standards Applicable to More Than One Use 
The following standards are applicable to any use where the standard number is indicated in 
the “Specific Use Standards” column. 

1. May not be in a recognized residential subdivision. 
2. Shall be at least the following distance from any property used residentially: 

(a) 300 feet 
(b) 500 feet 

3. No outside storage or work. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.2. Accessory Uses, All 
The standards below apply to all accessory uses and structures, unless more restrictive 
standards apply. These standards do not apply to fences or walls. 

A. Location. Any accessory structure located, from the principal building on a property: 
1. Ten feet or less, shall be considered part of the principal building and shall meet 

all dimensional standards for principal uses (Sec. 7.10.1.1); or 
2. More than ten feet, shall: 

(a) Be located in a rear yard; and 
(b) Meet the dimensional standards for accessory uses (Sec. 7:10.1.2). 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.3. Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
A. Allowed as an accessory use to any principal dwelling when there is only one principal 

dwelling on the lot. 
B. No more than one ADU is allowed on a lot. 
C. May be one of the following. See Figure 7:9.2.3.A. 

1. AADU. Attached to the principal dwelling, so that the ADU is in the same building as 
the principal dwelling. An AADU shall meet the yard, structure height, and impervious 
coverage requirements for principal uses. 

2. DADU. Detached from, or not attached to, the principal dwelling. A DADU shall: 
(a) Require a conditional use permit; 
(b) Be in the rear yard; and 
(c) Be set back at least ten feet from all lot lines and outside any required buffers.  
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Figure 7:9.2.3.A. 
Examples of Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) 

 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.4. Bed and Breakfast 
A. Shall be in an owner-occupied structure that is: 

1. At least 50 years old; 
2. Is a designated historic landmark; or 
3. In a designated historic district. 

B. Shall have no more than: 
1. Four guestrooms when allowed as a conditional use; or 
2. Ten guestrooms when allowed as a limited use. 

C. When allowed as a conditional use and if located in a recognized residential subdivision 
that is not a designated historic district or landmark, shall have frontage on a street 
designated on the Major Street Plan. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:9.2.5. Billboard 
A. Intent and Purpose. The uncontrolled use of billboards and their location, density, size, 

shape, motion, illumination, and demand for attention can be injurious to traffic safety and 
to the well-being of the public and destructive to adjacent property values and the 
purposes of this section. It is understood that these conditions can be relieved, prevented, 
and often eliminated through planned and properly enforced regulations, thereby 
resulting in the overall enhancement of the general health, safety, and welfare of the 
people of the City of St. George. The purposes of this section are to: 
1. Promote the reasonable, orderly, and effective display of billboards while remaining 

consistent with the national policy to protect the public investment in the Interstate 
and Federal Aid Primary highways; 

2. Promote the safety and recreational value of public travel; 
3. Promote and enhance the beauty, order, and attractiveness of the City of St. George to 

residents, tourists, and visitors; 
4. Positively influence the economic prosperity of the area; and 
5. Support and complement the land use objectives of this UDC. 

B. Permit and Inspections Required. A billboard permit with inspections is required before 
any billboard is erected or replaced. If electrical work is involved, a separate electrical 
permit is required. An application for a billboard permit: 
1. Shall be submitted to and decided upon by the Building Department; 
2. May only be submitted by a licensed billboard company; 
3. Shall include: 

a. A site plan; 
b. Engineered structural drawings; 
c. A lighting plan; and 
d. Property owner consent; and 

4. For a new billboard, may only be approved if an existing billboard is removed, with 
the existing billboard permit surrendered prior to issuance of a new permit. If the 
surrendering party does not have a location ready to build, the surrendered permit 
will be held as a credit by the permit office for future use for 36 months. If not used 
within this time period, the credit will expire. 

C. Where Allowed and Prohibited 
1. Allowed only in the base zoning districts indicated in Table 7:9.1.3.A when also within 

200 feet of an: 
a. Arterial that is designated as a major street on the Major Street Plan; or 
b. Interstate; and 

2. Prohibited, as measured in a straight line from the billboard pole, within: 
a. 2,000 feet of another billboard; 
b. 500 feet of an interstate on- or off-ramp or continuous interstate ramp; and 
c. 200 feet of: 

(1) The property line of any property developed with a residential use; 
(2) Any school, public park, or public building; 
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(3) The Mississippi River levee right-of-way; 
(4) Any historic site, district, or place; 
(5) The following Overlay Zoning Districts: 

(a) City Center Character Area Overlay; and 
(b) Bluebonnet Overlay; 

(6) The following roads: 
(a) Highland Road west of I-10; and 
(b) River Road; 

(7) The following waterways: 
(a) Amite River; 
(b) Bayou Manchac; 
(c) Comite River; and 
(d) Mississippi River; and 

(8) The following areas; 
(a) Bluebonnet Swamp (Figure 7:9.2.5.A); and 
(b) Manchac Swamp (Figure 7:9.2.5.B). 

D. Standards 
1. Design and Construction. Billboards shall: 

a. Be designed to meet applicable building codes, including for wind pressure and 
dead load; 

b. Be securely fixed upon a substantial surface; 
c. Not contain any mirror-like surfaces greater than two (2) square inches or that 

create a traffic hazard; 
d. Not contain, depict, or provide a digital link to obscene material; and 
e. Not emit smoke, vapor, particles, or odor. 

2. Setbacks, Minimum. All the following minimum setbacks shall apply, which shall be 
measured from the extremities of the billboard excluding embellishments: 
a. Yard requirements of the base zoning district; 
b. Distance from residentially zoned or used property, when the billboard face is: 

(1) Less than 275 square feet, 110 feet; 
(2) 276 to 378 square feet, 165 feet; or 
(3) 379 or more square feet, 250 feet; 

c. Ten (10) feet from a right-of-way; and 
d. Distance from electrical utility lines or other facilities in compliance with 

appropriate and applicable codes and regulations, including the National 
Electrical Safety Code, with additional clearance required on a case-by-case basis. 

3. Height and Clearance. No portion of a billboard, including embellishments, may be: 
a. Higher than 50 feet above the nearest road centerline; or 
b. Closer than ten (10) feet to the ground, excluding the structural pole. 

4. Size 
a. Surface area, per billboard face, is: 

(1) Minimum 72 square feet; and 
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(2) Maximum, excluding embellishments, for: 
(a) Static billboards, 1,100 square feet; or 
(b) Digital billboards, 672 square feet. 

b. Maximum face dimensions, per side, including embellishments, are: 
(1) Height, 25 feet; and 
(2) Width, 52 feet. 

5. Stacking. No billboard may be stacked or placed one above another. 
6. Faces 

a. A billboard shall have no more than: 
(1) Two (2) faces; and 
(2) One (1) face per side. 

b. All billboard faces shall be, in relation to the road upon which they front, either: 
(1) Perpendicular; or 
(2) No less than a 45-degree angle. 

c. When a billboard has two (2) sides: 
(1) Both sides shall be the same size and shape, except for embellishments, so that 

no substantial portion of the back of the opposing billboard shall be visible; 
and 

(2) Those sides shall be either, in relation to each other: 
(a) Parallel and separated by no more than 48 inches; or 
(b) No more than a 45-degree angle and separated by no more than 36 inches 

at the apex. 
7. Embellishments. Embellishment may be added as a temporary extension: 

a. Comprising no more than 15% of the face; and 
b. Extending from the face no more than: 

(1) Five (5) feet above; 
(2) Two (2) feet to either side; or 
(3) One (1) foot below. 

8. Illumination and Changing Messages 
a. A static billboard may be illuminated only by a reflected or internal light source 

oriented or otherwise controlled to prevent glare towards any part of a 
residentially used or zoned property, or a public street or highway. 

b. A digital billboard shall comply with the following: 
(1) Maximum luminance shall comply with recognized industry standards; 
(2) Brightness shall automatically adjust based on ambient light; 
(3) Messages may not change more frequently than once every 8 seconds; and 
(4) Brightness shall automatically adjust based on ambient light. 

9. Identification. Every billboard shall have the name of the installer and manufacturer 
and the voltage of any electrical apparatus used marked on it in a conspicuous place. 

E. Maintenance, Continued Use, and Enforcement 
1. All billboards, together with all their structures and components, shall be kept in good 

repair and be maintained in a safe condition. The site upon which they are located 
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shall be maintained in a neat, clean, and attractive condition. The display surface of all 
billboards shall be kept neatly painted or posted. 

2. In the event the use of any billboard has been discontinued for a period of ninety (90) 
days or more, as determined by the Building Official, said billboard shall be deemed 
abandoned. The Engineering Director shall notify the owner of the property on which 
the billboard is located as well as the owner of the billboard if not the same, 15 days 
written notice to: 
a. Submit documentation to the Engineering Director to establish that the billboard 

has not been abandoned as provided in this section; or 
b. Remove the billboard as well as any support structure; upon the failure of the 

owner of a billboard to remove the it and any support structure, the City of 
St. George may remove the billboard and the support structure and the City of 
St. George shall be entitled to a privilege and lien upon the property for the costs 
of removal; in the event the owner of a billboard fails to remove the billboard and 
any support structure as requested, a penalty in the amount of 250 dollars per day 
may be imposed upon the record owner of the billboard until the date of removal 
as well as any costs of removal incurred by the City of St. George. 

3. See Chapter 6 – Enforcement and Chapter 7 – Nonconformities of this UDC. 
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Figure 7:9.2.5.A. 
Bluebonnet Swamp 
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Figure 7:9.2.5.B. 
Manchac Swamp 

 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.6. Cemetery/Columbarium/Mausoleum 
Only on a street on the Major Street Plan. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.7. Commercial Recreation, Outdoor 
A. Shall be on property two or more acres in area. 
B. Indoor accessory buildings shall not exceed a total of 2,500 square feet. 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.8. Community Garden 
If the property owner consents. 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:9.2.9. Convenience Store with Gasoline Sales/Gas Station 
A. Four fueling stations maximum. 
B. No car wash facilities 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.10. Country Club 
A. Shall be on sites of at least five acres. 
B. Parking areas shall be no closer to side or rear property lines than 50 feet. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.11. Day Care, Child or Adult 
A. Shall not serve more than ten individual people. 
B. Shall provide a six-foot wooden fence between any outdoor recreation areas and abutting 

residential properties. 
C. Shall be in an owner-occupied house. 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.12. Dry Cleaner 
Pick-up and drop-off only. 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.13. Dwelling, Two- or Multi-Unit 
In the Mixed Use districts, any building with a ground floor that is within 60 feet of and visible 
from a collector or arterial public right-of-way shall devote at least half of that ground floor 
gross floor area and street-facing façade to nonresidential uses that are not solely for the 
benefit of or only accessible to on-site residents (Figure 7:9.2.13.A). 
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Figure 7:9.2.13.A. 
Ground Floor Nonresidential 

 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.14. Equestrian Facility/Stable 
Shall have at least one acre for the first horse, mule, or donkey, plus at least ½ acre for each 
additional horse, mule, or donkey. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.15. Farm Stand 
May only sell what is produced on-site. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.16. Garage Sale 
Up to three allowed in any 12-month period on any residentially used property. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.17. Group Home 
A. Prior to issuance of a building permit, zoning certificate or certificate of occupancy for a 

proposed operator shall provide the Planning Director with construction (if any) and 
detailed operational plans including the number of proposed residents, staffing, and the 
services and programs to be provided. 

B. The Planning Director shall not authorize the issuance of a building permit, zoning 
certificate or certificate of occupancy for a group home unless: 
1. The proposed facility meets and is consistent with the definition of a group home. 
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2. The structure and facilities are physically adequate for the number of proposed 
residents and their particular disability(ies) and meet all applicable building, fire and 
safety codes and provisions of the Interim UDC. 

3. The proposed facility will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained as to 
be harmonious and appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character 
of the residential neighborhood. 

4. The proposed facility is not within 1000 feet of another group home. 
5. Any reasonable accommodation requested by the operator, including a waiver of any 

restriction herein, may only be granted by the Mayor, after consultation with the City 
Attorney. 

C. Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy, the proposed group home operator shall 
provide evidence of license, certification, or registration with the appropriate state or 
federal agency, if required. 

D. No signage, graphics, display, or other visual means shall be installed to display any 
identification viewable from a public street, except the address. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.18. Heavy Equipment Sales/Rental and Service 
6 ft wooden fence required around all outdoor storage areas. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.19. Home Occupation 
A. A home occupation is allowed on any residentially used property either: 

1. If it meets the following standards: 
(a) May not have any retail use that could result in customers coming to the property; 
(c) No person other than a resident of the dwelling may be employed; and 
(e) Only mechanical equipment typically associated with use in a dwelling may be 

used for the business; or 
2. By approval of a conditional use permit and subject to the following: 

(a) Visits may only occur between 7:00 am and 7:00 pm and must be by appointment 
only; 

(b) At least one individual must occupy the dwelling as their primary place of 
residence; 

(e) Minimum lot area of 22,500 square feet; and 
(f) Is not allowed in a recognized residential subdivision. 

B. All home occupations must comply with the following: 
1. No signage is allowed. 
2. Nothing shall be done to make the building appear in any way as anything but a 

dwelling. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:9.2.20. Reserved 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.21. Live/Work 
Nonresidential use must be allowed in district. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.22. Manufactured Home Park 
A. A minimum site of three acres shall be required, with a minimum frontage of 200 feet on a 

publicly maintained street or road. 
B. Maximum density shall be 12 manufactured home sites per acre. 
C. Minimum manufactured home site size shall be 30 feet by 75 feet. 
D. Driveways 

1. Driveways within the manufactured home park shall be at least 23 feet back to back of 
curb in a 35 foot width between building lines with storm drainage and pavement 
construction consistent with the requirements of Chapter 13, Streets and Sidewalks. 

2. Where only one drive is to be provided, a cul-de-sac or “T-turnaround” as described in 
Sec. 7:13.2, Street and Alley Widths, shall be provided at the rear of the driveway. 

E. Each manufactured home site shall have two two-foot wide concrete runners six inches 
thick for the trailer location and a four inch thick concrete parking pad meeting the 
requirements of Chapter 17, Parking and Loading, or an alternative approved by the 
Engineering Director. 

F. Solid waste disposal sites consistent with those used by multi-family developments shall 
be provided. 

G. Each manufactured home site shall be provided with a sanitary sewer connection and 
each manufactured home park shall be provided with a collection and treatment system, 
public water supply, and fire hydrants in compliance with the standards of the Public 
Health Unit, the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH), and Engineering Department. 

H. A separate or optional area for recreational vehicles meeting the standards for a 
Recreational Vehicle Park may be established. 

I. A solid fence or wall at least six feet high shall be provided along all sides and rear 
property lines. 

J. An accessible area of open space representing at least ten percent of the overall site area 
shall be provided. Parks approved prior to October 1, 2019, shall not be required to 
dedicate more than one acre to meet this requirement. 

K. Individual manufactured home sites may be leased or rented but not subdivided or sold. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.23. Medical Office or Clinic 
No public visitation after 9:00 PM. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:9.2.24. Motor Vehicle Sales/Rental 
No repair/service facilities. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.25. Office/Warehouse 
No more than one (1) loading/unloading bay. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.26. Outdoor Kitchen 
One outdoor kitchen may be allowed per dwelling provided that it: 

1. Shall be: 
a. Located: 

(1) In the rear yard; 
(2) At least three feet from any side lot line; and 
(3) At least ten feet from any rear lot line; and 

b. Open on at least two sides, so that it is outside and not conditioned, though it may 
be screened; and 

2. May be roofed. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.27. Outdoor Display and Storage 
A. Purpose. The purpose of these standards is to balance the need to display or store items 

outdoors with community aesthetics and safety. 
B. Outdoor Display. Allowed where customarily associated with a permitted nonresidential 

principal use and shall: 
1. Be maintained in an orderly manner; 
2. Not obstruct required sight visibility; 
3. Not interfere with vehicle or pedestrian circulation; and 
4. Be set back to the distances established as minimum yard requirements. 

C. Outdoor Storage 
1. All items stored outdoors shall be stored so that they are not visible from any public 

street or any residentially used or zoned property, to the maximum extent practicable. 
Methods for achieving this include, but are not limited to: 
a. Placing items behind and no higher than buildings or screening on the site; or 
b. Minimizing the height of items not located behind buildings or screening. 

2. In no case shall stored materials be higher than the maximum height allowed by the 
zoning district. 

3. Location. Shall not be located within required: 
a. Landscape buffers; 
b. Drainage servitudes; or 
c. Parking areas. 

4. Shall be maintained in an orderly manner. 
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5. Yards. There shall be no outdoor storage, when the outdoor storage area is a(n): 
a. Principal use in the MX-4 or B-2 districts, within the lesser of: 

(1) Any street yard; or 
(2) 15 feet of any public right-of-way; or 

b. Accessory use, in any street or side yard. 
6. Screening from Street. Outdoor storage shall be screened from streets by a 15-foot 

L3 buffer, except in the B-3 district. 
7. Planted Buffer. For Sec. 7:18.3.3. Required Buffers Between Abutting Properties, the 

planted buffer shall be, when outdoor storage is a(n): 
a. Principal use, that required for a light industrial use, except the buffer type shall be 

no less than L3; or 
b. Accessory use, the greater of: 

(1) The buffer required for the principal use; or 
(2) A 20-foot L3 buffer. 

8. The unenclosed or unsheltered storage or keeping of any old, stripped, wrecked, 
partially dismantled, or otherwise non-operating vehicles, machinery, implements, 
equipment, building materials, or personal property of any kind, which is no longer in 
good operating condition or safely usable for the purposes for which it was 
manufactured, is prohibited, except as allowed for wrecked vehicle storage. 

D. Display or Storage of Large Outdoor Items. Because large outdoor items can create 
significant visual impacts, the outdoor display or storage of large outdoor items shall: 
1. Be at least 250 feet from any residentially used or zoned property; and 
2. Require approval of a Site Plan (Sec. 7:8.1.16), which may: 

a. Grant a reduction in the minimum distance from a residentially used or zoned 
property if the applicant demonstrates that existing buildings, topography, 
vegetation, or other site features provide an equal or greater level of protection 
from visual impacts than strict compliance with these standards; and 

b. Include conditions such as increased setbacks, enhanced landscaping, berms, 
walls, fencing, building placement, topographic buffering, or other site design 
techniques to minimize visual impacts on public streets and adjacent residential 
properties. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-029, 8-25-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.28. Plant Nursery 
10,000 sq ft outside sales area maximum. 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.29. Portable Storage Container 
May be placed on a residentially used property in accordance with the following standards. 

1. In the front yard: 
(a) No more than three times in a 12-month time period; 
(b) No more than 15 days at a time; and 
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(c) With at least seven days between placements. 
2. Anywhere other than the front yard for no more than 30 days, provided that all yard 

requirements are met, unless the property has valid building permits, in which case 
the container may remain on the property so long as the building permits remain 
valid, or in the event of extenuating circumstances such as a fire, flood, or hurricane. 

C. All portable storage containers shall display a permit not to exceed one square foot in 
area that is clearly visible from the right-of-way that includes the container 
identification number, date of its placement on the property, date that removal will be 
required, and a local telephone number. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.30. Recreational Vehicle Park 
May be in the Suburban and Rural Character Area Overlays with the following standards: 

1. A minimum site of two acres shall be required, with a minimum frontage of 200 feet on 
a publicly maintained street or road. 

2. Maximum density shall be 20 recreational vehicle spaces per acre. 
3. Minimum recreational vehicle space size shall be 20 feet in width by 35 feet in length. 

At least 90 percent of the spaces shall be provided with electrical and water hook-ups. 
4. An accessible area of open space representing at least ten percent of the overall site 

area shall be provided and equipped as a recreational facility for use of the tenants of 
the park. 

5 Driveways 
(a) Driveways within the recreational vehicle park shall be at least 23 feet back-to-back 

of curb in a 35 foot width between building lines with storm drainage and 
pavement construction consistent with the requirements of Chapter 13, Streets 
and Sidewalks. 

(b) Where only one drive is to be provided, a cul-de-sac as described in Sec. 7:13.2, 
Street and Alley Widths, shall be provided at the rear of the driveway. 

6. Solid waste disposal sites consistent with those used by multi-family developments 
shall be provided. 

7. Recreational vehicle parks shall provide at least one disposal site for the sole use of 
receiving discharges from recreational vehicle holding tanks and one additional 
disposal site for every 60 recreational vehicle spaces or fraction thereof. Said 
discharge facility shall be located in such a manner as to not present unpleasantness 
to tenants and neighboring residents. 

8. Every recreational vehicle park shall contain one public service building equipped 
with water flush toilets, and lavatories and showers with hot and cold running water. 

9. Recreational vehicle parks shall provide at least one additional parking space for every 
three recreational vehicle spaces with the parking spaces meeting the requirements of 
Chapter 17, Parking and Loading, or an alternative approved by the Engineering 
Director. 
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10. Landscaped areas shall be provided on all sides of a recreational vehicle park. 
(a) Along all public streets, a 25-foot-deep area planted with the equivalent of an L1 

buffer shall be provided. 
(b) Along all sides not abutting a public street, a 15-foot-deep area planted with the 

equivalent of an L3 buffer in combination with a six foot tall wall or fence shall be 
provided. 

11. Guests may not stay longer than 90 days. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.31. Retail Sale of Alcoholic Beverages 
An application for a conditional use permit for the retail sale of alcoholic beverages, for on- or 
off-premises consumption, shall include, at a minimum: 

1. A plot plan showing the location of alcohol sales and service areas, including points of 
ingress/egress; 

2. An operations plan detailing: 
a. Hours of operation (shall not apply to Restaurant with Alcohol, which shall not be 

subject to conditions related to hours of operation); 
b. Security; 
c. For on-premises: 

(1) Seating capacity; 
(2) Noise control measures; and 
(3) Projected revenue split between food and alcohol; and 

d. For off-premises, projected percentage of revenue from alcohol sales; and 
3. Proof of a valid Louisiana Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control (ATC) permit or 

application therefore. 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.32. Sand and Gravel Mining 
A. A minimum of five contiguous acres is required. 
B. All excavation of dirt, sand, or gravel shall be at least: 

1. One thousand (1,000) feet from any dwelling; 
2. Three hundred (300) feet from any road right-of-way; 
3. One hundred (100) feet from any designated Wild and Scenic River or any tributary to 

a designated Wild and Scenic River; 
4. Fifty (50) feet from any abutting property lines, though this distance may be reduced 

to 25 feet if the neighboring property owner does not object; and, 
5. Outside any designated floodway. 

C. All sorting, crushing, loading, and equipment storage shall be at least 300 feet from any 
residential dwelling or road right-of-way. 

D. Scales and related equipment shall be at least 100 feet from any road right-of-way. 
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E. A street yard buffer equivalent to an L4 buffer (without a wall) shall be required to ensure 
screening of all mining operations from the street. Existing vegetation, if preserved, may 
be used to meet this requirement. 

F. The entire area proposed for mining operations shall be fenced for security. 
G. All access roads shall be maintained with a dust-free surface for a distance of 100 feet 

from any road right- of-way or adjacent property line. 
H. An area on the site, located at least 50 feet from any abutting property line, shall be 

designated for the storage of topsoil removed during mining operations so that the soil is 
available for use in the reclamation of the site. 

I. Excavation activities shall be limited to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday. 

J. A reclamation plan, showing how the area of excavation will be restored with slopes no 
greater than 4:1 (four feet horizontal to one foot vertical) upon cessation of mining and 
providing a plan for revegetation of the site, shall be provided as part of any application. 

K. A bond in the amount of $500 per acre of the area proposed for excavation to ensure 
reclamation of the site shall be provided to the Planning Department if the use permit is 
approved before any excavation activity is begun. 

L. The site shall be subject to inspection at least twice annually to ensure compliance with 
the approved use permit. If the inspection indicates noncompliance, a stop work order 
shall be issued and the bond forfeited in addition to any other penalties that might be 
pursued by the City. Sand and gravel mining operations previously authorized through 
the approval of a Natural Resource Overlay District shall be considered as conforming to 
these requirements provided that they operate in a manner conforming with the site plan 
approved as part of their original approval. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.33. Short-Term Rental 
A. No person or entity shall operate or advertise a Short-Term Rental without first meeting all 

requirements of this section.  
B. Short-Term Rental (STR) Permit 

1. Required. The operator of a short-term rental shall obtain and maintain a STR Permit 
from the City of St. George. 

2. Non-Transferable. STR Permits are non-transferable. Upon change of ownership, a new 
STR Permit must be obtained. 

3. Term. STR Permits shall be valid for one (1) year and must be renewed annually. 
Renewal shall be contingent upon inspection and payment of applicable inspection 
and renewal fees. 

4. Application. An application for a STR Permit shall be submitted at least thirty (30) days 
prior to STR operation and shall include: 
(a) Completed STR Permit application form; 
(b) Proof of ownership or lease of the dwelling where the STR will operate; 
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(c) A plot plan and floor plan of the STR showing all operational aspects, including 
bedrooms, exits, and parking; 

(d) The full name, physical address, and phone number of the local responsible party; 
(e) Proof of liability insurance of not less than one million dollars ($1,000,000), naming 

the City of St. George as an additional insured; 
(f) Certification of compliance with building, fire, and health codes; 
(g) Proof of a valid occupational license, if required; and 
(h) Proof that the operator has registered to remit all applicable sales, use, and 

occupancy taxes. 
C. Operational Standards 

1. Occupancy. Total maximum occupancy shall be two persons per bedroom plus two 
additional persons. 

2. Parking 
(a) One parking space for each bedroom(s) used for short term rental or an 

Alternative Motor Vehicle Parking Arrangement is approved. 
(b) All vehicles must be parked in designated driveways or approved parking areas. 

3. Safety. Each STR shall: 
(a) Be equipped with fire extinguishers, smoke and carbon monoxide detectors, exit 

maps, and clearly visible exit signs, consistent with standards applicable to 
transient lodging facilities; 

(b) Have a brochure conspicuously located in the STR at all times, which shall include: 
(1) The name, phone number, and email address of the STR operator and the local 

responsible party; and 
(2) Information pertinent to the area, including restrictions on parking, noise, trash, 

the trash collection schedule, and evacuation routes. 
4. Noise and Nuisance. Must comply with City noise and nuisance regulations. 
5. Advertising. STR Permit number must be displayed on all STR listings and 

advertisements. 
6. External Appearance. There shall be no external evidence that the building or dwelling 

unit is being used as a STR. 
7. Local Responsible Party. There shall be a person, which may be the STR operator, who 

is authorized and able to respond to complaints and, if necessary, appear on the 
premises to address an issue, 24 hours a day. 

D. Nonconforming STRs. Short-term rentals operating prior to adoption of these regulations 
providing evidence demonstrating operation which is satisfactory to the Planning Director 
and City Attorney, are allowed to continue with the limitations below: 
1. Must obtain or show proof of an occupational license to remit sales, use and 

occupancy taxes or prove a registered online platform is utilized to remit sales, use 
and occupancy taxes; and, 

2. No expansion of the use is allowed. 
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E. Enforcement and Penalties 
1. Inspections 

(a) The City and its authorized parties, including but not limited to St. George Code 
Enforcement, St. George Police Department, or St. George Fire Protection District, 
may inspect STRs for compliance with the requirements of this section. 

(b) An inspection shall be required prior to initial issuance of an STR Permit and upon 
each annual renewal. 

2. Cessation of STR Operation. A short-term rental shall have its STR Permit terminated 
and lose the ability to operate for one (1) year if the STR property incurs more than 
three (3):  
(a) Documented City code violations; or 
(b) Emergency 911 calls related to operation of the STR. 

3. Penalties for Violations. Any person or entity that operates a STR in violation of this 
UDC shall be subject to one or more of the following: 
(a) The provisions of Sec. 7:6.7.1, except the maximum fine shall be $1,000 per 

violation; 
(b) Suspension or revocation of the STR Permit; or 
(c) For willful or repeat violations, criminal prosecution punishable by up to six (6) 

months imprisonment. 
4. Emergency Orders. The Mayor, Chief of Police, or Fire Marshal may issue temporary 

suspensions of STR operations during emergencies or hazardous conditions. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.34. Snowball Stand 
A. Shall not be in a recognized residential subdivision unless the property has frontage on a 

street designated on the Major Street Plan. 
B. Shall have only one wall sign no larger than 20 square feet in area per street frontage. 
C. Shall offer no products for sale other than snowballs. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.35. Storage, Hazardous Material in Bulk 
A. Shall: 

1. Not be established on a property before a principal use or structure; and 
2. Require a conditional use permit in the following zoning districts: 

(a) RC Resource Conservation; 
(b) MX-2 Mixed Use Neighborhood; 
(c) MX-3 Mixed Use Community; 
(d) MX-4 Mixed Use Regional; and 
(e) B-1 Business-1. 

B. The use shall comply with all applicable industry standards and state and federal laws, 
including but not limited to the: 
1. National Fire Protection Association (NFPA); 
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2. National Association of Corrosion Engineers (NACE); 
3. American Petroleum Institute (API); 
4. American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM); 
5. Clean Water Act; 
6. Clean Air Act; and 
7. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. 

C. The site shall: 
1. Be at least 100,000 square feet; 
2. Provide ready access for fire and emergency equipment; 
3. Provide adequate safeguards to limit obnoxious or offensive emissions of smoke, gas, 

vibration, light, noise, glare, dust, and odors, or other noxious or offensive fumes or 
spilled liquids; and 

4. Be posted with signs at multiple locations clearly visible to the public providing the 
phone number of a 24-hour manned hotline. 

D. Structures used for bulk storage: 
1. Shall comprise no more than fifty (50%) percent of the total site area; and 
2. Shall be located at least three (3) times the minimum distance required by NFPA 30 

from all property lines; and 
3. May be listed as available for the storage of more than one (1) hazardous material, 

provided that all listed materials are compatible. 
E. Any application involving the bulk storage of hazardous materials shall: 

1. Include: 
a. A site plan demonstrating compliance with this section; 
b. A list of materials for each storage container, referenced to the site plan and 

certified correct by an authorized safety officer, listing the: 
(1) Chemical name; 
(2) U.S. Department of Transportation Hazard Class; 
(3) UN/NA Identification Number; 
(4) Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) Number; 
(5) NFPA 704M Hazard Rating (health, flammability, reactive and special hazards); 

and 
(6) Maximum amount to be stored in the container; and 

c. If the use requires any state or federal air emission or water discharge permit, 
proof of application for the permit; and 

2. Be reviewed by the St. George Fire Department, which shall have the authority to deny 
the application when the bulk storage of hazardous materials would present an 
unacceptable risk to public health and safety or cause unacceptable adverse impact to 
the environment or property. 

(Ord. No. 2026-019, 6-23-2026) 
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Sec. 7:9.2.36. Vehicle Storage, Wrecked 
No wrecked vehicles may be held for more than 180 days. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.37. Veterinary Office/Animal Hospital 
No outdoor pens or runs. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:9.2.38. Wireless Communication Tower 
A. Wireless transmission and relay equipment located in or on existing structures shall be 

exempt from the following requirements and may be permitted by right. 
B. Wireless communication towers shall: 

1. Be located on properties meeting all dimensional requirements; 
2. Be located at least 20 feet from any street right-of-way; 
3. Meet the height and setback requirements of Table 7:9.2.38.A. 
4. Not be located within 1,320 feet of any previously approved or existing wireless 

communication tower or any building taller than the proposed wireless 
communication tower, unless a variance is granted (see Chapter 5 – Variances); 

5. Provide a solid wall or fence at least six feet in height or an alternative fence 
surrounded by an evergreen hedge composed of plant material at least four feet in 
height at time of planting that will grow to six feet in height at maturity around the 
equipment enclosure; 

6. Not use any metal buildings; and 
7. Include the following information as part of any application: 

a. Identification of the owners of all antennae and equipment proposed to be 
located on the site; 

b. A site plan demonstrating compliance with all requirements; 
c. A map showing the location of all the applicant’s existing facilities serving any 

property with the parish; and, 
d. The following certifications: 

(1) That there are no City-owned sites near the proposed facility that can 
accommodate the applicant’s needs; 

(2) That the proposed equipment and antennae cannot be accommodated on any 
existing structure reasonably available within the search area; 

(3) That the tower is designed to withstand winds in accordance with the most 
current version of Structural Standards for Antenna and Support Structures 
(ANSI/TIA 222-G); 

(4) That the proposed facility will comply with all Federal Communication 
Commission regulations; and 

(5) That the proposed tower complies with all Federal Aviation Administration 
requirements, including lighting requirements. 
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Table 7:9.2.38.A. 
Wireless Communication Tower Height and Setbacks 

Districts Height, max. (ft) Wireless Tower Setback, min. 

MX-2, MX-3 1201 
1½ x tower height 

MX-4, B-2 2501 

B-3 None 200 feet 

RC 851 1½ x tower height from abutting property lines under 
different ownership All others 85 

1. A greater height may be approved (see Chapter 5 – Variances). 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 
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CHAPTER 10 – GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

ARTICLE 10.1. DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 

Sec. 7:10.1.1. Dimensional Standards for Principal Uses 
A. Tables by Use. Dimensional standards for principal uses are by type of principal use and 

are provided in the tables listed below. In each table, a number in superscript indicates a 
note that establishes additional regulations; notes are listed in Sec. 7:10.1.1.C. 
1. Residential, Single-Unit Detached Dwelling, Zero Lot Line Dwelling, or Manufactured 

Home; Table 7:10.1.1.A 
2. Residential, Single-Unit Attached Dwelling; Table 7:10.1.1.B 
3. Residential, Two- or Multi-Unit Dwelling; Table 7:10.1.1.C 
4. Nonresidential; Table 7:10.1.1.D 

B. Crossing Lot Lines. Every building or structure shall be on a lot and shall meet yard 
requirements. No building or structure may cross a property line. 

C. Notes to the Tables. The following notes apply to the corresponding superscript in the 
tables of dimensional standards for principal uses: 
1. If property is determined to not have access to sanitary sewer, as established in 

Sec. 7:4.3.2.C.3, the minimum lot size shall be the greater of that listed in the table or 
that established in Sec. 7:4.3.2.C.3.b. 

2. Required yards: 
(a) For one lot or building shall not be considered as providing the yard for another 

building or lot; 
(b) Shall be unobstructed by buildings, structures, or objects constructed or located in 

a fixed location on the ground, except the following may encroach into yards: 
(1) Belt courses, eaves, cornices, and ornamental features may encroach up to 

one-half the yard depth, but not more than four feet; 
(2) Open fire escapes, fire proof outside stairways, balconies, and chimneys and 

flues may encroach into side and rear yards for a distance of not more than five 
feet; 

(3) Open, unenclosed porches (not glassed in) may encroach up to ten feet into a 
front or side yard and up to 15 feet in a rear yard, provided that they are kept at 
least three feet from an abutting property line; and 

(4) Terraces or patios that do not extend above the level of the ground floor, may 
encroach into a required rear or side yard, provided that they are kept at least 
two feet from the abutting property line. 

(c) May be reduced: 
(1) For nonconforming lots, in accordance with Sec. 7:7.5; or 
(2) For residential uses, to the average of that yard for all buildings located on lots 

within five hundred (500) feet, measured from the outer corners of the front 
property line of the subject property on both sides of the property and of the 
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street; however no street yard shall be less than 25 feet for a frontloaded 
garage or ten (10) feet for all others, and no side or rear yard shall be less than 
five (5) feet. 

3. Minimum lot area is exclusive of: 
(a) Private servitude of access; 
(b) Major street setback; or 
(c) For a flag lot, the “pole” where it does not meet the minimum lot width. 

4. Street Yard Exceptions 
(a) Subdivisions Before 1999. Lots in subdivisions created before July 21, 1999 shall 

conform to the yard requirements established at the time the subdivision was 
created. 

(b) Multiple Zoning Districts. When a lot has more than one base zoning district, the 
deepest street yard requirement shall be applied to the entire lot. 

(c) Front-Loaded Garages. See Sec. 7:17.5.2, Locational Standards for Parking Areas 
for minimum street yards for front-loaded garages and carports. 

(d) Major Street Plan Setbacks. When a property abuts a street that is on the Major 
Street Plan: 
(1) The street yard shall be measured from either the existing right-of-way line or 

from a future right-of-way line from the centerline (aka Major Street Plan 
Setback), whichever results in a greater street yard; 

(2) In addition to standard yard requirements, no required off-street parking may 
be in a Major Street Plan Setback; and 

(3) Excess off-street parking and structures such as fences, walls, and signs may be 
in a Major Street Plan Setback through the approval of a waiver granted by the 
Planning Director and the submittal of an executed hold–harmless agreement 
approved by the City Attorney. 

(e) Front Yards on Dead Ends. Front yards on turning circles and t-turnarounds may be 
reduced by 50 percent as shown in Figure 7:10.1.1.A. 

(f) Corner Side Yards. Corner side yards may be reduced: 
(1) To as little as five feet if application of the requirements would reduce the 

buildable width of the lot to less than 28 feet. In such cases, the corner side 
yard shall be determined by subtracting the side yard requirement and 28 feet 
from the total lot width; and 

(2) By 50 percent on blocks that are only two lots deep, as shown in 
Figure 7:10.1.1.B. 

5. Side yard is required on only one side of a zero lot line dwelling. For a corner lot, a 
side yard is required only if the abutting lot does not have a side yard on the shared 
property line to maintain separation between neighboring dwellings. 

6. Height Exceptions 
(a) Structures Totally Exempt from Height Restrictions. Chimneys, church steeples, 

cooling towers, elevator bulkheads, fire towers, flagpoles, monuments, stacks, 
stage towers, scenery lofts, tanks, water towers, ornamental towers, spires, grain 
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elevators, or necessary mechanical appurtenances are exempt from height 
regulations. 

(b) Additional Height Allowances. A building may be increased in height one foot for 
each one foot that it is set back from all yard requirements, unless it is a 
nonresidential use subject to the height restriction in Note 15. 

7. The Engineering Director may waive this requirement. See Chapter 5 - Variances. 
8. If a lot was created before 1941 and it is developed with more than one single-unit 

detached dwelling permitted before 1992, the lot may be subdivided to have only 
one dwelling per lot without meeting the minimum lot width. 

9. The street yard shall be as shown in the table for the front and 25 ft for the corner side. 
10. Side yard is only required between buildings, not between attached dwelling units. 
11. Shall be the greater of that listed in the table or 20 feet when abutting the following 

zoning districts: RC, R-1, R-4, or R-6. 
12. Within Regional Centers, and Employment Centers as shown on the Future Land Use 

Map of the Comprehensive Plan, buildings at least 150 feet from any property zoned 
RC, R-1, R-4, or R-6 may be up to180 feet in height. Additional height can be obtained 
by stepping the building back at least five feet for every additional 10 feet of height 
proposed, as indicated in Figure 7:10.1.1.C. 

13. Two- and multi-unit residential is only allowed on upper floors, so lot size, yards, and 
structure height are established by the nonresidential use. 

14. When a lot contains both nonresidential and residential uses, the FAR shall establish 
the maximum gross square footage of all buildings on the lot inclusive of both 
nonresidential and residential uses. The maximum density of the residential use shall 
establish the maximum number of dwelling units allowed within the FAR-established 
maximum gross square footage. 

15. When abutting any Residential zoning district, the maximum height at the abutting 
setback line shall be equal to the maximum height of the abutting Residential zoning 
district. It shall increase by one (1) foot for every one (1) foot inward from the setback 
line until it reaches the maximum allowed (Figure 7:10.1.1.D). 

16. Shall be both the minimum and maximum yard (a.k.a. a build-to line) for at least half of 
the street yard frontage (Figure 7:10.1.1.E). 

17. The street yard shall be 25 ft for the front and 10 ft for the corner side. 
18. When abutting a residential zoning district, maximum height shall be determined by 

the distance the building is located from the property line, with seven feet of height 
allowed for every one foot above the required setback. 
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Figure 7:10.1.1.A. 
Front Yard Requirements on Turning Circles and T-Turnarounds 

 

Figure 7:10.1.1.B. 
Corner Side Yards 

 

Figure 7:10.1.1.C. 
Building Stepbacks 
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Figure 7:10.1.1.D. 
Nonresidential Use Maximum Height Abutting Residential Zoning 

 

Figure 7:10.1.1.E. 
Nonresidential Build-To Line 

 

Table 7:10.1.1.A. 
Residential, Single-Unit Detached Dwelling, Zero Lot Line Dwelling, or Manufactured Home 

Dimensional Standards 

Zoning 
District 

Density, 
max. 

Lot Size1, min. Yards2, min. (ft) Structure 
Height6, 
max. (ft) 

Impervious 
Coverage7, 

max. 
Width 

(ft) 
Area3 
(sqft) Street4 Side5 Rear 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

RC 0.3 1258 3 ac. 1009 25 25 35 25% 

R-1 1.0 100 1 ac. 509 25 25 35 35% 

R-4 4.1 85 12,750 25 10 25 35 55% 

R-6 6.1 70 8,400 25 5 25 35 60% 

R-9 7.3 60 7,200 15 5 25 35 65% 
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Zoning 
District 

Density, 
max. 

Lot Size1, min. Yards2, min. (ft) Structure 
Height6, 
max. (ft) 

Impervious 
Coverage7, 

max. 
Width 

(ft) 
Area3 
(sqft) Street4 Side5 Rear 

R-29 11.5 50 6,000 10 5 20 45 75% 

MIXED USE ZONING DISTRICTS 

MX-1 7.3 50 6,000 15 5 25 35 65% 

Table 7:10.1.1.B. 
Residential, Single-Unit Attached Dwelling Dimensional Standards 

Zoning 
District 

Density, 
max. 

Lot Size1, min. Yards2, min. (ft) Structure 
Height6, 
max. (ft) 

Impervious 
Coverage7, 

max. 
Width 

(ft) 
Area3 
(sqft) Street4 Side10 Rear 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

R-9 14.5 30 3,000 10 5 20 35 70% 

R-29 21.8 20 2,000 10 5 20 45 85% 

MIXED USE ZONING DISTRICTS 

MX-1 14.5 30 3,000 10 5 20 35 70% 

Table 7:10.1.1.C. 
Residential, Two- or Multi-Unit Dwelling Dimensional Standards 

Zoning 
District 

Density, 
max. 

Lot Size1, min. Yards2, min. (ft) Structure 
Height6, 
max. (ft) 

Impervious 
Coverage7, 

max. 
Width 

(ft) 
Area3 
(sqft) Street4 Side11 Rear11 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

R-9 17.4 60 7,200 15 5 25 35 65% 

R-29 29.3 50 6,000 10 5 20 45 80% 

MIXED USE ZONING DISTRICTS 

MX-1 17.4 50 6,000 15 5 25 35 65% 

MX-2 18.0 50 6,000 10 0 0 45 75% 

MX-3 29.3 60 7,500 10 0 0 4512 80% 

MX-4 43.6 60 7,500 10 0 0 7512 90% 

BUSINESS ZONING DISTRICTS 

B-113 29.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Table 7:10.1.1.D. 
Nonresidential Dimensional Standards 

Zoning 
District 

FAR, 
max.14 

Lot Size1, min. Yards2, min. (ft) Structure 
Height6,15, 
max. (ft) 

Width 
(ft) 

Area3 
(sqft) Street4 Side11 Rear11 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

RC 0.1 125 3 ac. 1008 25 25 35 

R-1 0.2 100 1 ac. 508 25 25 35 

R-4 0.4 85 12,750 25 20 25 35 

R-6 0.6 70 8,400 25 10 25 35 

R-9 0.8 60 7,200 15 10 25 35 

R-29 1.5 50 6,000 10 5 20 45 

MIXED USE ZONING DISTRICTS 

MX-1 0.8 50 6,000 1516 5 25 35 

MX-2 1.5 50 6,000 1016 0 0 45 

MX-3 2.5 60 7,500 1016 0 0 4512 

MX-4 4.0 60 7,500 1016 0 0 7512 

BUSINESS ZONING DISTRICTS 

B-1 1.5 60 7,500 1016 0 0 5012 

B-2 2.5 75 10,500 2517 0 0 5012 

B-3 4.0 100 15,000 2517 0 0 None18 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.1.2. Dimensional Standards for Accessory Uses 
Accessory uses required to be in a rear yard, per Sec. 7:9.2.2: 

1. On a residentially used property: 
(a) Individually, may not exceed 1,000 square feet per structure except in the RC 

district; 
(b) In total, may not cover more than 30 percent of the rear yard; and 
(c) Either: 

(1) Shall meet the dimensional standards for principal uses (Sec. 7:10.1.1); or 
(2) If the structure is less than 14 feet in height, may be located as close as: 

a. From a side lot line, two feet; and 
b. From a rear lot line, five feet; or 

2. On a nonresidentially used property: 
(a) Shall be located outside of any required buffers; and 
(b) May be located as close as two feet from a side or rear lot line. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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ARTICLE 10.2. BUILDING DESIGN 

Sec. 7:10.2.1. Applicability 
The regulations of this section apply to the Character Area Overlays as outlined in 
Table 7:10.2.1.A. 

Table 7:10.2.1.A. 
Applicability of Building Design Standards 

CAO 
Street-Facing 

Façade 
Transparency 

(Sec. 7:10.2.2) 
Design Elements 

(Sec. 7:10.2.3) 
Orientation 

(Sec. 7:10.2.4) 

City 
Center 

Primary 
Required 
50% min. 

Not Required 

Required 
All Other 

Either/Or 

50% min. 5 min. 

Urban 

Primary 
Required 
25% min. 

Not Required 

Required 
All Other 

Either/Or 

25% min. 5 min. 

Suburban 
>20 feet in 

length1 
Either/Or 

Not Required 
25% min. 5 min. 

Rural Any Not Required 
1. Other than those facing an alley. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.2.2. Transparency 
A. To provide visual connection between activities inside and outside the building, a 

minimum percent of the building façade, as established in Table 7:10.2.1.A, between two 
and ten feet in height as measured from the adjacent sidewalk, shall be comprised of 
windows or doors that are transparent, the bottom of which may not be more than four 
feet above the adjacent sidewalk.  

B. Windows shall not be mirrored or have glass tinted darker than 40% to meet this 
requirement. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.2.3. Design Elements 
The following design elements shall be incorporated into a street-facing façade when 
required by Table 7:10.2.1.A: 

1. Masonry (except for flat, non-decorative concrete block); 
2. Concrete or masonry plinth at the base of the wall; 
3. Belt courses of a different texture and color; 
4. Projecting cornice; 
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5. Decorative tile work; 
6. Medallions; 
7. Opaque or translucent glass; 
8. Artwork or wall graphics; 
9. Lighting fixtures; 
10. Green walls; or, 
11. Architectural elements not listed above, if approved. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.2.4. Orientation 
When required by Table 7:10.2.1.A, buildings shall have their primary entrance facing the 
primary street. The primary entrance shall be readily apparent as a prominent architectural 
component and visible from the street. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

ARTICLE 10.3. PLANTINGS AND BUFFERS 

Sec. 7:10.3.1. Plantings and Buffers 
See Chapter 18 of this UDC. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

ARTICLE 10.4. PARKING, LOADING, AND ACCESS 

Sec. 7:10.4.1. Parking, Loading, and Access 
See Chapter 17 of this UDC in addition to the sections of this Article. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.4.2. Surface Parking Areas 
A. In the City Center Character Area Overlay: 

1. All off-street surface parking shall be: 
(a) Located to the side or rear of the primary building; and 
(b) Screened from the sidewalk by a wall or plantings between two and four feet in 

height; and 
2. Parking areas shall comprise 40% or less of the street frontage for the lot or tract and, 

on corner lots, may not be located at the street corner. 
B. In the Urban Character Area Overlay, no more than one row of parking spaces shall be 

allowed in front of a building on its primary frontage. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.4.3. Structured Parking 
In the City Center and Urban Character Area Overlays: 

1. Parking structure facades. Parking structure facades along street frontages shall 
complement and be integrated into the design of the principal building. 
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2. Parking structure ground floor uses. Active uses shall be required on 30% of the 
ground floor frontage of parking structures facing the street. Ground-story spaces 
should be flexible enough to accommodate a variety of uses. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.4.4. Pedestrian Ways 
The following pedestrian ways shall be required as established in Table 7:10.4.4.A: 

1. Parking Lot. A minimum eight foot wide designated pedestrian access way through 
the parking lot to the primary entrance of the building shall be provided and clearly 
marked. 

2. To Perimeter. Where a sidewalk(s), multi-use path(s), or public transportation stop 
exists on the perimeter of a lot, a designated pedestrian access way shall connect the 
sidewalk, path or transportation stop to the primary entrance of the building.  

3. Mid-Block. A mid-block pedestrian passage may be required when the face of the 
block exceeds 1,500 feet, unless site restrictions do not permit its creation. Such 
passage shall be located roughly perpendicular to the longest block face and at least 
500 feet from any cross street. 

4. Amenities. Pedestrian amenities such as benches, trash receptacles, galleries, arcades, 
awnings, and outdoor seating may be allowed in the right-of-way subject to approval 
by the Engineering Director. 

Table 7:10.4.4.A. 
Applicability of Pedestrian Ways 

CAO 1. Parking Lot 2. To Perimeter 3. Mid-Block 4. Amenities 

City Center Not Required Not Required Not Required 

Allowed Urban 

Required Required 

Required 

Suburban 
Not Required 

Rural Not Allowed 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.4.5. Transit Support 
In the Urban Character Area Overlay, developments over 2.5 acres in size shall coordinate 
with CATS and, if required, provide appropriate transit supportive elements. 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

ARTICLE 10.5. OTHER SITE ELEMENTS 

Sec. 7:10.5.1. Fences and Walls 
A. Material. Fences and walls, other than those required for screening, shall be constructed 

of an allowed (Y) material as established in Table 7:10.5.1.A. 
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B. Height. Fences or walls may be a maximum height of eight feet, except: 
1. In the front or corner side yard, shall be no more than four feet in height unless: 

(a) Constructed to provide at least 70 percent transparency; or 
(b) Required by Sec. 7:10.5.3 for screening; 

2. In the B-3 district, chain link may be up to ten feet in height; and 
3. Around recreational facilities such as tennis and badminton courts, open wire fences 

may be up to ten feet in height. 
C. Location. Fences or walls: 

1. Must be at least, from the: 
(a) Edge of any street, 15 feet; and 
(b) Backside of any sidewalk, 5 feet; and 

2. May not be within any: 
(a) Sight distance triangles; or 
(b) Required drainage, utility, or similar servitude without the consent of the entity in 

whose favor the servitude has been granted. 

Table 7:10.5.1.A. 
Allowed and Prohibited Fence and Wall Materials 

Material 

Character Area Overlay 

City Center Urban Suburban Rural 

Chain Link, Uncoated – – Y Y 

Chain Link, Vinyl-Coated – – Y Y 

Concertina Wire – – – – 

Concrete Masonry Blocks1 – – – – 

Decorative Metal Y Y Y Y 

Electric and Barbed Wire2 – – – Y3 

Masonry4 Y Y Y Y 

Vinyl – – Y Y 

Wood Y5 Y5 Y5 Y 
1. Walls containing more than 50 percent exposed standard concrete masonry blocks, 

whether painted or not 
2. May be allowed in accordance with Sec. 8:80 Barbed wire and electric fences, of the 

Code of Ordinances. 
3. For the purpose of controlling livestock. 
4. Other than unfinished or painted concrete block. 
5. The structural support members of wooden perimeter fences shall be located on the 

interior of the fence and shall not be visible from adjacent properties. 
(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:10.5.2. Lighting 
A. See Sec. 7:14.1 of this UDC in addition to this section. 
B. In the City Center and Urban Character Area Overlays: 

1. Placement. In the City Center CAO, all lighting shall be building mounted at a 
maximum height of 12 feet, with the exception of poles/structures in parking areas, 
plazas, and public spaces.  

2. Height. When allowed, pole-mounted lights shall be no taller than, for: 
(a) Non-directional lighting, 15 feet; or 
(b) Directional (or full cut-off) lighting, 30 feet. 

3. Shielding. Light shall be shielded from adjacent properties to ensure that no more 
than the following, as measured on a lighting plan, extend across the property line of: 
(a) Residentially zoned property, 0.5 foot candles; or 
(b) All other property, five foot candles. 

4. Pedestrian Lighting 
(a) In the City Center CAO, all pedestrian access points shall be provided with 

building-mounted lighting and shall be visible from off site. 
(b) In the Urban CAO, pedestrian lighting (free-standing or wall-mounted) shall be 

provided at one light for every 75 feet of street frontage or per an approved 
pedestrian lighting plan. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.5.3. Screening 
A. In the City Center Character Area Overlay, all utility areas (refuse, service areas, 

mechanical equipment, exposed storage areas, machinery, truck loading areas, utility 
buildings, and other similar structures) shall be incorporated as part of the building and 
shall be visually integrated with the building architecture. If located on the roof, 
mechanical equipment shall be screened from view of these areas at ground level using 
materials compatible with the building façade. 

B. In the Urban and Suburban Character Area Overlays: 
1. Loading docks shall be fully screened from the street or from adjacent residential 

property with screening a minimum of eight feet in height and complementary to the 
principal building architecture. 

2. Mechanical equipment and dumpsters shall be screened from view of all street 
frontages and adjacent properties with materials the same or a complementary color 
and/or style as the building. If located on the roof, mechanical equipment shall be 
screened from view of these areas at ground level using materials the same color 
and/or a style compatible with the building façade. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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ARTICLE 10.6. SIGNS AND GRAPHICS 

Sec. 7:10.6.1. Purpose and Findings 
A. Purpose. The purpose of this article is to: 

1. Ensure that the constitutionally guaranteed right to free speech is protected; 
2. Promote and protect the public health, safety and welfare of residents and visitors to 

the city and parish; 
3. Enhance effective visual communications; 
4. Protect property values; 
5. Create an attractive economic and business climate throughout the parish; 
6. Enhance and protect the physical appearance of all areas of the parish; 
7. Improve pedestrian and vehicular safety by reducing distractions, obstructions and 

hazards caused by the excessive number, excessive size or height, inappropriate 
means of illumination or movement, indiscriminate placement, overconcentration, or 
unsafe construction of signs; and 

8. Enable people to identify destinations and locations. 
B. Findings. The St. George City Council finds that: 

1. Unlike oral speech, signs may cause harm by taking up space, obstructing views, 
distracting motorists, displacing alternative uses of land, and endangering the safety 
of persons or property. The City has a substantial and compelling interest in: 
a. The purposes set forth above; and 
b. Regulating signs in such a way that the harm caused by signs might be reduced 

and mitigated; 
2. Regulation of the size, height, number, structure, location, lighting, and spacing of 

signs throughout the city is necessary to: 
a. Protect the public safety; 
b. Ensure compatibility of signs with surrounding land uses; 
c. Enhance the economy; 
d. Protect the public investment in streets and highways; 
e. Maintain the environment of residential areas; 
f. Promote industry and commerce; 
g. Eliminate visual clutter and blight; 
h. Provide an aesthetically appealing environment; 
i. Provide ample, meaningful opportunities for persons who desire to display 

information by means of a sign to have their information seen and understood; 
and 

j. Provide for the orderly and reasonable display of advertising and other messages 
for the benefit of all persons in the city; 

3. These regulations do not: 
a. Apply to every form and instance of visual speech that may be displayed anywhere 

within the city, but are intended to regulate those forms and instances that are 
most likely to meaningfully affect the purposes of this article; or 
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b. Entirely eliminate all the harms that may be created by the installation and display 
of signs. They strike an appropriate balance that preserves ample channels of 
communication by means of visual display while still reducing and mitigating the 
potential extent of harm caused by signs; 

4. Some signage has a single targeted function that makes identifying such signs by 
description impossible without referring to function. Whenever a sign is described, in 
part, by referring to the function it serves, the provisions of this part that limit such a 
sign are designed to be neutral with respect to the content of the speech appearing 
on it; and 

5. These regulations are neither intended nor designed to restrict or control signs for the 
purpose of promoting or stifling any messages that might appear on them. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.6.2. Administration 
A. Content-Neutral 

1. Notwithstanding any other provision of this article or of related standards referenced 
in this article, applications will be reviewed only with respect to sign structure or 
placement, or with reference to materials, and excluding any reference to message, 
category, subject, topic, or viewpoint. 

2. Signs containing non-commercial speech are permitted anywhere that advertising or 
business signs are permitted, subject to the same regulations applicable to such signs. 
Nothing in this article shall be construed to favor commercial speech over non-
commercial speech, or one non-commercial message over another non-commercial 
message. 

B. Definitions. See Chapter 19 – Definitions and Measurements of this UDC. 
C. Sign Calculation Standards. See Chapter 19 – Definitions and Measurements of this UDC. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.6.3. Applicability, Permits, and Standards 
A. It shall be unlawful to display, erect, place, establish, paint, or maintain a sign except in 

conformance with this article. The effect of this article is to: 
1. Allow a variety of types of signs in the office, commercial and industrial districts, and a 

limited variety of signs in other districts, subject to content neutral standards 
requirements and limitations; and 

2. Establish standards, requirements and limitations, and a permit system that honor 
constitutional rights and requirements. 

B. Permit Required 
1. A sign permit shall: 

a. Be required to erect, substantially modify, or relocate all signs permitted by this 
article; and 

b. Not be required for: 
(1) Temporary signs for any use in a residential base zoning district; or 
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(2) Repainting, cleaning, or other normal maintenance to prolong the life of a sign 
as originally permitted. 

2. In addition to a sign permit, the following permits shall also be required for any sign: 
a. Requiring electricity, an electrical permit; or 
b. Located in the public right-of-way, a license agreement in accordance with 

Sec. 7:10.6.8. 
3. When a sign requires footings, it shall require a footing inspection which may only be 

performed by an individual with the appropriate state license. 
4. An applicant shall submit a complete sign permit application to the Building Official, 

who shall be the deciding authority. 
C. Standards. All signs shall comply with the allowances, standards, and prohibitions in: 

1. Permitted Sign Types and Allowances in Sec. 7:10.6.4; 
2. Standards for All Signs in Sec. 7:10.6.5; 
3. Standards for Specific Sign Types in Sec. 7:10.6.6; and 
4. Prohibited Signs in Sec. 7:10.6.7. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.6.4. Permitted Sign Types and Allowances 
A. Sign Types. Types of permitted signs include: 

1. Permanent. Signs that are permanently installed in the ground or affixed to a structure, 
and erected for an extended period of time (generally years). 

2. Temporary. Signs that are not permanent. 
B. Allowances. See the following Tables: 

1. 7:10.6.4.A. Permitted Sign Types, Maximum Number; 
2. 7:10.6.4.B. Freestanding Sign Maximum Dimensions; 
3. 7:10.6.4.C. Attached Sign Maximum Dimensions; and 
4. 7:10.6.4.D. Directional and Temporary Signs Maximum Dimensions. 

C. Notes to Tables 7:10.6.4.A, 7:10.6.4.B, 7:10.6.4.C, and 7:10.6.4.D 
1. Per street frontage, except for subdivision entryways which shall be, for: 

a. Residential districts, at each subdivision entrance; or 
b. Nonresidential districts, for every 1,000 linear feet of street frontage. 

2. Not permitted in the City Center or Urban Character Area Overlays or the MX-1, MX-2, 
or B-1 base zoning districts. 

3. Per establishment, except for: 
a. Projecting signs, in the City Center Character Area Overlay, per street frontage per 

establishment; or 
b. Suspended signs, per exterior wall per establishment. 

4. No maximum number, provided maximum sign area is not exceeded, which shall 
include signs on the wall surface, signs affixed to the wall parallel and in the same 
plane as the wall, signs on awnings or canopies, window signs, door signs, signs on 
the lower slopes of roofs or canopy roofs, and signs on parapets above roofs. 
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5. Per structure, but only permitted with a conditional use permit on buildings of 80 feet 
or more in height in Regional Centers and Employment Centers as designated on the 
future land use map. 

6. No maximum. 
7. One (1) freestanding sign, either monument or pylon. 
8. Maximum sign area is per sign, unless otherwise specified. 
9. One (1) square foot for every linear foot of frontage of the subdivision on the street on 

which the sign is proposed, or 36 sqft, whichever is greater. 
10. In the Suburban and Rural Character Area Overlays, may be 20 feet if set back at least 

20 feet from any road right-of-way or private access servitude. 
11. A pylon sign’s maximum area or height may be increased as follows: 

a. Maximum area: 
(1) 201 to 500 linear feet of street frontage, 150 sqft; or 
(2) 501 or more linear feet of street frontage, 200 sqft. 

b. Maximum height: 
(1) 501 or more linear feet of street frontage, 40 ft; or 
(2) 50 feet when the property is: 

(a) Within 400 feet of the right-of-way of a controlled access highway; 
(b) Either adjacent to, or within 150 feet of, an interchange providing access to 

the controlled access highway; and 
(c) No closer than 200 feet to a residential district. 

12. Maximum sign area is the sum of all signs of this sign type. 
13. Maximum wall sign area shall be reduced by the area of any roof sign. 
14. May be 15% of the wall area. 
15. The smaller of: 

a. 15% of the largest wall area; or 
b. 600 sqft. 

16. May be 30% of the wall area. 
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Table 7:10.6.4.A. Permitted Sign Types, Maximum Number 

Base Zoning District and Use 

Permanent 

Te
m

p
o
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ry

 

Freestanding1 Attached 
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al
6
 

M
o

n
u

m
en

t 

Py
lo

n
2
 

Pr
o

je
ct

in
g

3
 

Su
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3
 

W
al

l4
 

R
o

o
f5

 

Residential Districts 

Nonresidential 1 – – 1 P – P 2 

Residential, multi-unit dwelling 1 – 1 1 P – P 2 

Subdivision entryway 2 – – – – – – – 

All other uses – – – – – – – 2 

Nonresidential Districts 

All uses, except below 17 17 1 1 P 1 P 2 

Subdivision entryway 1 – – – – – – – 

Table 7:10.6.4.B. Freestanding Sign Maximum Dimensions 

Base Zoning District and Use 

Monument Pylon 

Area8 (sqft) Height (ft) Area8 (sqft) Height (ft) 

Residential Districts 

Nonresidential 24 6 N/A N/A 

Residential, multi-unit dwelling 32 6 N/A N/A 

Subdivision entryway 369 6 N/A N/A 

Nonresidential Districts 

All uses in MX-1, MX-2, B-1 24 6 N/A N/A 

All uses in all other districts 64 1010 10011 3511 

Subdivision entryway 369 6 N/A N/A 
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Table 7:10.6.4.C. Attached Sign Maximum Dimensions 

Base Zoning District and Use 

Area8 (sqft) 

Projecting Suspended Wall12,13 Roof13 

Residential Districts 

Nonresidential 48 N/A 3214 N/A 

Residential, multi-unit dwelling 48 3 3214 N/A 

Nonresidential Districts 

All uses in MX-1, MX-2, B-1 48 3 3214 Note15 

All uses in all other districts 48 3 3216 Note15 

Table 7:10.6.4.D. Directional and Temporary Signs Maximum Dimensions 

Base Zoning District and Use 

Directional Temporary 

Area8 (sqft) Height (ft) Area8 (sqft) 

Residential Districts 

Nonresidential 6 8 2412 

Residential, multi-unit dwelling 6 8 2412 

All other uses N/A N/A 6 

Nonresidential Districts 

All uses 6 8 4812 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.6.5. Standards for All Signs 
A. Placement 

1. Signs shall be placed so as not to block: 
a. Sight distance triangles; 
b. Windows, doors, or other means of ingress and egress; or 
c. Architectural detail. 

2. No sign shall be: 
a. Permitted on a site without a building; or 
b. Allowed on public property, except in accordance with Sec. 7:10.6.8. 

B. Design, Construction, and Maintenance. Signs shall be: 
1. Designed to meet applicable building codes, including for wind pressure and dead 

load; 
2. Constructed of durable materials; and 
3. Maintained in good condition at all times and kept free of: 

a. Cracked or peeling paint; 
b. Missing or damaged sign panels or supports; and 
c. Vegetation that obscures the view of the sign message. 
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C. Illumination 
1. Any sign, except not temporary signs, may be illuminated in a manner that: 

a. Avoids glare or reflection which in any way interferes with traffic safety; and 
b. Is not detrimental to adjacent residential property, as determined by any artificial 

light greater than two (2) footcandles falling eight (8) feet outside the boundaries 
of the property where the illuminated sign is located. 

2. Unless otherwise permitted by this UDC, signs shall not be illuminated by moving 
lights, flickering lights, or a string of lights placed around the sign. 

D. Changeable Copy, Manual or Electronic 
1. Changeable copy shall be allowed only on signs, except not roof signs, that are: 

a. For a nonresidential use in a residential zoning district; or 
b. In a nonresidential zoning district. 

2. The area of a sign devoted to changeable copy shall, for: 
a. Electronic changeable copy, be limited to no more than 100 percent; or 
b. Manual changeable copy, be: 

(1) Limited to, in: 
(a) Residential zoning districts, no more than 50 percent; or 
(b) Nonresidential zoning districts, no more than 80 percent; and 

(2) Protected by a locked, vandal-proof cover. 
3. Changes of message shall comply with the following: 

a. Each message shall be displayed for at least, in: 
(1) Residential zoning districts, twenty (20) seconds; or 
(2) Nonresidential zoning districts, eight (8) seconds. 

b. Changes of message shall: 
(1) Be accomplished within two (2) seconds; and 
(2) Occur simultaneously on the entire sign face. 

c. No flashing, dimming, or brightening of message shall be permitted except to 
accommodate changes of message. 

4. Electronic changeable copy shall: 
a. Not have displayed copy that is animated, blinking, chasing, or flashing, or has 

other moving effects; 
b. Be programmed with a static default message or image so that, if a malfunction 

occurs, the default message shall freeze the electronic changeable copy in one 
position; 

c. Have high-definition resolution displays that do not pixelate; 
d. Either: 

(1) Have an automatic dimmer that limits the brightness based on ambient light 
conditions; or 

(2) Be adjustable to comply with the 0.3-footcandle measurements; and 
e. Not increase night-time ambient illumination by more than 0.3 footcandles when 

measured perpendicular to the electronic changeable copy face at a distance 
(feet) equal to the square root of the sign area (square feet) multiplied by ten (10) 
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(Distance in feet = sqrt(Sign Area in square feet) * 10) using an illuminance meter 
set to measure footcandles accurate to at least two (2) decimals, with the burden of 
proving compliance with this standard on the property owner. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.6.6. Standards for Specific Sign Types 
A. Permanent, Freestanding Signs. Each sign may have up to two (2) sign faces. 

1. Monument 
a. Shall have plantings: 

(1) Covering the area within two (2) feet from the sign base on sides parallel to the 
face; and 

(2) Maintained in good condition, and free and clear of trash and weeds. 
b. For subdivision entryway use: 

(1) Shall only be allowed: 
(a) At the entry to the development; and 
(b) Within ten feet of public right-of-way that serves as internal access to the 

development; and 
(2) For nonresidential subdivisions, shall be for a unified development, as 

demonstrated through an approved recorded nonresidential subdivision, a 
development plan, or approved site plan(s), even if the property has various 
owners. 

2. Pylon. See Table 7:10.6.6.A for minimum setbacks. 
B. Permanent, Attached Signs 

1. All. An attached sign and its structure shall: 
a. Not be closer than two (2) feet, measured in horizontal distance, from the curb line 

of any street; 
b. When above any space that may be used by a pedestrian, bicycle, or vehicle, have 

a vertical clearance of seven feet six inches to the ground; and 
c. When in a public right-of-way: 

(1) Extend no more than five (5) feet into the right-of-way; and 
(2) Require a license agreement approved by the Engineering Director in 

accordance with Sec. 7:10.6.8. 
2. Projecting. Shall not extend: 

a. Above the top of the wall to which it is attached, except that a sign 18 inches or 
less in width and perpendicular to such wall may extend up to two (2) feet beyond 
the top of the wall; and 

b. Into a required front yard more than six (6) feet. 
3. Wall 

a. Awning. Only one sign allowed over each door or window, and: 
(1) Shall be flat against the surface of the awning; and 
(2) May cover up to half of the awning. 
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b. Canopy. Sign: 
(1) May cover up to half of the canopy; 
(2) Maximum height of two (2) feet unless a larger sign is approved by the 

Engineering Director; and 
(3) Shall not extend beneath the vertical edge of the canopy to which it is 

attached. 
c. Marquee. Only one per establishment. Sign: 

(1) May extend the full length of the marquee; 
(2) Shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height; and 
(3) Shall not exceed 200 square feet. 

d. Wall, All Other. Sign shall not extend more than 16 inches from the wall to which it 
is attached. 

C. Temporary Signs 
1. Shall remain in good condition during the display period, with corrective action taken 

immediately for any problems with appearance, condition, or maintenance of the sign 
or support hardware. 

2. Moveable Signs on Sidewalks. Shall: 
a. Not be chained or attached in any way to street furniture, other signs, street trees, 

other landscaping, or other fixtures or appurtenances on or in the sidewalk; 
b. Be limited to no more than one (1) per building street frontage; 
c. Be located no more than ten (10) feet from the main pedestrian entrance, 

increased only by the minimum amount necessary to achieve the minimum width 
for pedestrian clearance established in “d” below; 

d. Be placed to allow at least five (5) feet of sidewalk width for unrestricted 
pedestrian movement; and 

e. Not exceed, in: 
(1) Width, two and one half (2.5) feet; 
(2) Height, four (4) feet; and 
(3) Area, 6 sqft per sign face. 

3. All Other. Shall be displayed for no more than three (3) continuous months with a 
maximum period of two (2) per year and a minimum of seven (7) days between each 
period or 14 days after the event concludes. 

Table 7:10.6.6.A. Pylon Sign Minimum Setbacks 

Abutting Property 

Sign Area 

32 sqft or less More than 32 sqft 

Residentially Zoned 12 feet 20 feet 

All Other, including Right-of-Way 5 feet 10 feet 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 
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Sec. 7:10.6.7. Prohibited Signs 
It shall be unlawful to erect, construct, maintain, or display the following signs: 

1. Dilapidated or Damaged. Signs that have missing or broken panels, broken or 
damaged supports or frame, or otherwise display inadequate maintenance, 
dilapidation, obsolescence, or abandonment. 

2. Illegal. Signs that have not received required permits, do not comply with a valid 
permit, and other signs that fail to comply with this article. See Sec. 7:10.6.10. 

3. Located in Public Right-of-Way. Except as expressly allowed in Sec. 7:10.6.8, all signs, 
including supports, frames, and embellishments, that are in a public right-of-way, 
whether on their own sign structure or attached, affixed, or painted on any object. 
These prohibited signs shall be considered litter. 

4. Obscene. Signs containing, depicting, or providing a digital link to obscene material. 
5. Obsolete. The structure for a sign that is not allowed if such structure cannot be used 

for a legal use or does not comply with the height, size, or other physical requirements 
of this UDC, unless the sign structure is associated with a nonconforming sign. 

6. Portable. Signs designed or intended to be readily relocated and not permanently 
affixed to the ground or to a building, including “A-” or “T-” frame signs, signs on 
wheels, trailers, truck beds, or any other device intended to be moved from one 
location to another, unless allowed as an exempt sign. 

7. Rotating. Signs that have rotating or moving parts that revolve more than seven (7) 
revolutions per minute. 

8. Unsafe. See Sec. 7:10.6.10.A.3. 
9. Windblown or Inflated. Fluttering, spinning, windblown, or inflated devices, such as 

balloons, feather flags, pennants, and propeller discs, which do not conform to the 
requirements of this UDC, unless associated with a permitted temporary sign. 

10. All Other Unlisted. All other signs that are not expressly permitted by this article. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.6.8. Signs in Public Right-of-Way 
A. The following signs may be allowed in the public right-of-way: 

1. Awning, marquee, projecting and suspended signs; 
2. Moveable signs on sidewalks; 
3. Emergency warning signs erected by a government agency, utility company, or a 

contractor doing work in a public right-of-way; 
4. Public signs erected by or on behalf of any governmental entity; and 
5. Signs erected pursuant to a temporary use permit issued by the Engineering Director, 

subject to such ordinances or regulations as may apply. 
B. When the sign is a permanent sign, it shall require a license agreement approved by the 

Engineering Director. 
(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 
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Sec. 7:10.6.9. Nonconforming Signs 
See Chapter 7 – Nonconformities of this UDC. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:10.6.10. Enforcement, Violations, and Penalties 
A. Enforcement. The Building Official shall have the authority to enforce this article and to 

order the maintenance or removal of a sign or its supporting structure which constitutes a 
hazard to safety, health, or public welfare if the Building Official finds that the sign is: 
1. Inadequately maintained, dilapidated, or damaged (e.g. faded, torn, broken, or 

weathered); 
2. Abandoned or obsolete, including any sign which: 

a. For a period of 60 days or more: 
(1) Remains without a message; or 
(2) The use of which has been discontinued; 

b. Pertains to a time, event, or purpose which no longer applies; or 
c. Remains after: 

(1) Demolition of a principal structure; or 
(2) The business to which it pertains is no longer in operation; 

3. Unsafe, including but not limited to signs: 
a. Preventing free ingress to or egress from any door, window, or fire escape; 
b. Located in sight triangles; 
c. Containing reflective materials which may cause glare; or 
d. Which obstruct the view of or may be confused with a traffic control or safety sign; 

or 
4. Illegal. 

B. Violations and Penalties. See Chapter 6 – Enforcement of this UDC. 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 
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CHAPTER 11 – SUBDIVISION AND SITE PLAN 
STANDARDS 

ARTICLE 11.1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 7:11.1.1. General Provisions 
The contents of this chapter are in development. Lack of content or of reference to another 
section of this UDC shall not be construed as a lack of regulations. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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CHAPTER 12 – OPEN SPACE 

Sec. 7:12.1. Purpose 
The purpose of these regulations is to ensure that development include provisions for open 
space in ways that protect natural areas, and provide land for the use and enjoyment of the 
development’s residents, employees, or users. Standards are intended to: 

A. Mitigate adverse impacts from development such as noise, glare, and heat; 
B. Preserve and protect natural areas and features; 
C. Improve stormwater infiltration and reduce flooding; 
D. Protect water quality; 
E. Provide opportunities for passive and active recreation; and, 
F. Improve aesthetic quality. 

Sec. 7:12.2. Applicability 
These requirements shall apply in the following types of development approved after 
September 30, 2019: 

A. All single-unit detached and zero lot line dwelling developments of six or more lots 
with an average buildable lot size less than 20,000 square feet; 

B. All two-unit dwelling developments proposing six or more lots; 
C. All single-unit attached dwelling developments proposing six or more lots; 
D. All manufactured home parks; 
E. All multi-unit dwelling developments proposing more than 25 dwelling units; and, 
F. All mixed use developments providing residential development consistent with any of 

the standards listed above, with the open space based only on the area of the 
residential portion of the development. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:12.3. Required Open Space Section 

Sec. 7:12.3.1. Generally 
The following areas shall not be considered as open space: 

A. Any area with a horizontal dimension less than ten feet; 
B. Public street rights-of-way or private street servitudes; 
C. Parking areas, including all landscape islands; 
D. Yards of private residences; and, 
E. Land occupied by buildings, unless designated for or considered accessory to active 

recreational uses such as playing fields, tennis courts, basketball courts, golf clubs, 
swimming pools, or equipped play areas. 
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Sec. 7:12.3.2. Area Required 
A. Open space shall be provided as a percentage of the gross area of the proposed 

development in accordance with the provisions of Table 7:12.A, Open Space 
Requirements. 

B. Exception. The amount of open space required may be reduced in any development that 
provides additional stormwater controls providing more detention than that generally 
required by the provisions of Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Water 
Quality. The amount of the reduction shall be determined by the extent to which 
detention is increased, with the amount of open space reduced by one percent for every 
five percent decrease in the rate of run-off from the site. 

Table 7:12.A. 
Open Space Requirements 

Character Area 
Overlay 

% of Area Required for Open Space 

Manufactured Home Parks Other Residential Development 

Rural N/A None 

Suburban 10% 

15% (Developments greater than 10 ac) 

7% (Developments from 3-10 ac) 

5% (Developments less than 3 ac) 

Urban 10% 5% 

City Center N/A 5% 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:12.4. Uses 
Required open space may be comprised of the uses described in Table 7:12.B, Uses of Open 
Space. The percentages in the table reflect the percentage of required open space that may 
be composed of the use listed. Uses are listed in the table in the order of priority. 

Table 7:12.B. 
Uses of Open Space 

Open Space Use Suburban Urban 
City 

Center Comments 

Undisturbed natural 
features, such as 
wetlands, streams, 
riparian buffers, and 
flood high hazard areas 

100% 100% 100%  
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Open Space Use Suburban Urban 
City 

Center Comments 

Stormwater 
management facilities 

25% 50% 50% 

May be increased to 100% in 
all Character Areas, if 
designed to support passive 
recreation by providing 
access with pedestrian or 
bicycle paths and benches. 

Preserved tree canopy 100% 100% 100% 

At least 75% of the root 
protection zone of all trees 
must be protected from 
development or compaction 

Plazas and courtyards N/A 50% 100% 
At least 200 sf in area with 
seating provided 

Landscape buffers 100% 100% 100%  

Areas designated for 
active recreation 
(playing fields, tennis or 
basketball courts, golf 
clubs, swimming clubs, 
equipped play areas) 

50% 50% 50% 
Areas shall have at least one 
direct common access to a 
street, bikeway, or walkway 

Utility servitudes that 
are available for passive 
recreational activities 
such as walking, 
running, and biking 

50% 0% 50%  

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:12.5. Ownership and Management 
Within subdivisions, land designated as open space shall be held in ownership by an owners’ 
association. 
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CHAPTER 13 – TRANSPORTATION 

Sec. 7:13.1. Blocks 
Unless required by topography or at the discretion of the Planning Director, no block shall be 
longer than 1,500 feet between intersecting street centerlines. Blocks over 750 feet in length 
shall require approval by the Engineering Director. Such blocks shall require signs and 
crosswalks in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices or other 
approved traffic calming device near the center of the block. 

Sec. 7:13.2. Street and alley widths 
A. Street rights-of-way shown on the Major Street Plan shall conform to the widths 

designated on that plan as adopted by the St. George City Council on recommendation 
of the Planning Commission. 

B. Minimum widths of rights-of-way and private streets shall be as shown for street cross 
sections illustrated in Appendix J or alternatives approved by the Engineering Director. In 
cases where the subdivision includes or adjoins an existing street of less than the 
minimum width required and the Engineering Department determines that the 
subdivision creates a need for additional right-of-way, it may require the dedication of 
additional right-of-way width to conform to the requirements. 

C. Major Subdivisions with only one means of vehicular access from an existing public street 
shall provide travel lanes at least 12 feet in width from the public street until it meets 
another street that provides an existing means of egress within the proposed subdivision. 

D. All street turn radii shall require approval by the Engineering Director. 
E. A cul-de-sac or a "T-turnaround" as described in Figures 13.1 and 13.2, of this section, 

shall be required at the end of dead-end streets that provide access to subdivided lots 
when the dead- end streets exceed 250 feet or the width of two abutting lots whose sole 
means of access is the dead end street, whichever is less. Any other non-standard designs 
will be considered and may be approved on a case-by-case basis by the Engineering 
Director. T-turnarounds shall be prohibited on streets longer than 500 feet. All T-
turnarounds shall have signage to prohibit parking within the turnaround area. The 
minimum pavement size of a “T-turnaround” is 20 feet by 80 feet and, unless otherwise 
approved by the Engineering Director, the required right-of-way is 35 feet by 90 feet. 

F. The Engineering Director will determine whether provisions shall be made for the 
construction, extension, or widening of public streets or drives where justified by the 
anticipated traffic generation and circulation. 
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Figure 7:13.1. 
Typical Cul-de-Sac 

 

Figure 7:13.2. 
Typical T-Turnaround 

 

Sec. 7:13.3. Access and Connectivity 
A. Purpose. The purpose of regulating the amount and nature of vehicular access and 

connectivity is to: 
1. Balance the need for providing access to individual private properties with the need 

to preserve an adequate level of safety and capacity on the streets providing access; 
and 

2. Ensure adequate vehicular connections for the safe and efficient movement of people 
and goods, and for public safety and emergency response. 

B. Access to Arterial Streets 
1. Management. To support the function of arterial streets which grants priority to the 

movement of through traffic, the Engineering Director is authorized to manage access 
to arterial streets, including by: 
a. Limiting the number of access points from a single development; or 
b. Requiring cross-access between adjacent developments with public streets. 
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2. Secondary Access. For public safety and convenience, and to the extent permitted by 
the arterial’s owner, more than one (1) access shall be provided to an arterial for any: 
a. Single family residential development with thirty (30) or more homes; or 
b. Other development projected to generate more than three-hundred (300) trips 

per day. 
3. Residential Subdivisions. Where a residential subdivision borders on or contains an 

existing or proposed arterial, the Engineering Director may require that access to the 
arterial be limited by any means deemed appropriate by the Engineering Director to 
protect the public healthy, safety, and welfare, with the following as examples: 
a. Lots backing onto the arterial and fronting onto a parallel street, with no access 

provided from the arterial; or 
b. A marginal access or service road separated from the arterial by a planting strip 

and having access at suitable points. 
C. New Streets. Major subdivisions, site plans requiring Zoning Commission approval, and 

Planned Districts and Overlays shall: 
1. Major Street Plan. Consider donating right-of-way for new street alignments as shown 

on the Major Street Plan, unless the Engineering Director determines that this is not 
feasible or desirable. 

2. Continuations and New Connections. Continue existing streets from and project new 
streets to adjoining areas, either by construction of the street or dedication of public 
right-of-way as determined by the Engineering Director at intervals generally 
consistent with those shown in Table 7:13.3.A, Required Street Connections, except 
that the Planning or Zoning Commission may choose to not require new connections 
when: 
a. Adjoining land is already subdivided with lots less than a half acre or otherwise 

cannot be further subdivided; or 
b. Natural features or development restrictions preclude the future extension of the 

new street connection. 

Table 7:13.3.A. 
Required Street Connections 

Character Area Overlay Minimum Interval Between Potential Connections 

Rural 0.50 miles 

Suburban 0.25 miles 

Urban 0.20 miles 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:13.4. Street names 
Any street, whether public or private, shall adhere to the following requirements: 

A. All proposed street names shall be reviewed by the Engineering Department, 
Information Services, Communications District and Planning Commission staff prior to 
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being approved and assigned. Duplications of street names already existing in the 
City or Parish shall not be permitted. The street name is defined as the unique name 
absent any prefixes or suffixes. 

B. Street names may only contain alphabetical characters A through Z, Arabic numerals 
0 through 9, and grammatical characters as approved. 

C. Street names which are homonyms of existing street names shall not be permitted. 
D. Suitable street name signs approved by the Engineering Director shall be placed by 

the developer at all street intersections and all private streets serving multiple lots at 
locations designated by the Engineering Director. 

E. No derogatory or obscene terms may be used for street names. 
F. A street crossing a roadway which serves as an address origin point shall be further 

delineated with the appropriate cardinal direction prefixes (north, south, east, west) for 
ease of addressing. Roads constituting address origins are: 
1. For streets running in a north-south direction 

a. North Boulevard from the Mississippi River east to Foster Drive 
b. Florida Boulevard from Foster Drive east to the Amite River 

2. For streets running in an east-west direction, no cardinal direction shall be used 
between the north end of the Baton Rouge Barge Canal and Terrace Street. 
Outside this area, the origination points shall be: 
a. From the north end of the Baton Rouge Barge Canal: Scenic Highway to 

Samuels Road and then Samuels Road to the Parish line 
b. From south of Terrace Street: Highland Road to Perkins Road 

G. Cardinal directional prefixes and suffixes shall not be used for any street or 
thoroughfare that does not cross those roadways which comprise the origin points for 
the uniform grid address numbering system. 

H. All streets shall have an approved Street Name Suffix or Prefix type, a list of which may 
be found in Appendix J. 

I. In the event that a street makes a directional change of at least ninety degrees, the 
street name may change if approved by Departments listed in Sec. 7:13.4(1). 
A directional change of ninety degrees is defined as a horizontal curve where a 
reduction in the design speed is required (i.e. a sharp turn vs. a sweeping curve) 

J. Existing street names shall be continued along a continuous right of way unless 
broken by intersections with streets shown on the Major Street Plan. 

Sec. 7:13.5. Street name change procedures 
A. Street Name Change Application. Once a final plat has been recorded and streets 

dedicated, an application to change the name of a street shall be required. The 
application may be initiated by owners of property fronting the street or by the City 
Council. Such applications shall be submitted to the Planning Department and shall 
include: 
1. The current street name; 
2. The proposed new street name; 
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3. A map identifying the street segment to be renamed; and 
4. The petition described in subsection B below. 

B. Petition of Owners along Street. A petition of at least two-thirds (2/3) of property owners 
along the entire length of the street to be re-named agreeing to the proposed re-naming 
shall be included with the application. The petition shall include the written name, 
signature, and address of each property owner signing the petition, and the signature of 
the individuals who witnessed the property owner signatures. 

C. Fees 
1. The designated application fee shall be paid to the Planning Department. 
2. The applicant shall be responsible for the cost of replacing existing street signs, which 

shall be determined by the Engineering Department. Property owners will be 
responsible for any other costs that may be incurred if the street name change is 
approved, such as refiling mortgage documents. 

D. Public Notice and Inter-departmental Coordination 
1. In addition to the agencies listed in Sec. 7:13.4, Street Names, prior to advertising for 

public hearing, the Planning Department shall also notify the following agencies of the 
proposed street re-naming: Fire Department, Police Department, Sheriff’s Office, U.S. 
Postal Services, and utility companies servicing the City of St. George. 

2. The Planning Department will advertise and display a legal notice of the proposed 
street re-naming in the Official Journal of the City of St. George at least ten days prior 
to the public hearing. 

E. Public Hearings 
1. Planning Commission. The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the 

proposed street re-naming. The Planning Commission shall forward its 
recommendation to the St. George City Council. 

2. St. George City Council. The proposed street re-naming will then be heard at the next 
regularly scheduled St. George City Council Meeting. Final action on re-naming of any 
public and/or private street rests with the St. George City Council upon completion of 
public hearing. The City Council may approve, via ordinance, the street renaming only 
after determining: 
a. The petition has been completed as required by subsection B above; 
b. The renaming will not adversely impact public safety or municipal infrastructure; 

and 
c. The proposed street name complies with the street name standards of Sec. 7:13.4 

of this UDC and any Parish regulations regarding street addressing systems. 
F. If the street name is changed, the Planning Department shall notify the agencies as listed 

in Sec. 7:13.5.D.1, of the new street name. 

(Ord. No. 2026-021, 6-23-2026) 

Sec. 7:13.6. Street Addressing 
A. All address numbers shall be assigned in accordance with the City of St. George Address 

System that divides the city into address block ranges. 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 13 –  Last amended 
Transportation 13-6 August 25, 2026 

B. Odd numbers shall be established in ascending order on the north and east sides of all 
roadways with even numbers established in ascending order on the south and west sides. 
The point of origin for the grid system shall be the intersection of River Road and North 
Boulevard. 

C. For multi-tenant buildings, dependent addresses consisting of a letter or number shall be 
appended to the primary address number assigned to the building. 

D. Every property owner holder shall number or have numbered with Arabic numbers not 
less than three inches in height every residential, commercial, or industrial building. On 
new buildings, address numbers, the number to be assigned shall be visible from the 
street on which the property is addressed and shall be posted before final inspection and 
no certificate of occupancy shall be granted before the building is numbered. Address 
numbers shall be assigned by the Planning Department. 

E. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a change in any municipal number 
presently assigned. 

Sec. 7:13.7. Street construction standards 
A. Materials 

1. Typical. The determination as to the material type and thickness of the pavement and 
base course shall be made by the Engineering Director based on the 
recommendations of the professional engineer of record and results of soil analysis in 
the particular area involved using the standards described in the most current version 
of City of St. George engineering standards and specifications. The Engineering 
Department reserves the right to require street standards and specifications so as to 
provide adequate construction to carry the traffic which can reasonably be anticipated 
to use such existing or proposed collector street or entrance street. 

2. Pavement Alternatives. The Engineering Director may permit shell or gravel streets for 
residential uses in the Rural Zoning District provided the proposed homes are located 
on individual lots of at least one acre if the first 50 feet of the street is paved. 

B. Signs at Private Streets. At the entrance to any subdivision development with private 
improvements, a sign shall be placed stating the limits of public maintenance within the 
development. The construction plans for all private improvements required by the 
preliminary plan approval, shall be submitted to the Engineering Department for review 
and approval prior to construction. 

Sec. 7:13.8. Sidewalks and Pedestrian Ways 
A. General Requirements 

1. A sidewalk constructed to the standards of the Engineering Department that connects 
to existing sidewalks extending to the subject development shall be provided along a 
street (other than an alley), unless an alternative pedestrian circulation system is 
approved by the Planning Commission, as described in Table 7:13.B, Sidewalk 
Applicability, except as provided in Sec. 7:13.8.C, Exceptions. 
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B. Requirements 
1. All sidewalks required by this section shall be located in: 

a. The public right-of-way; 
b. A public sidewalk servitude proximate to the public right-of-way; or 
c. If the sidewalk is adjacent to a private street, the street’s private access servitude. 

2. All pedestrian ways shall meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
C. Exceptions 

1. Sidewalks shall not be required along State roads where DOTD does not allow a 
sidewalk to be constructed and the City fails to obtain a hold harmless agreement. 

2. Sidewalks shall not be required when documentation is provided that sidewalks will 
be constructed through a scheduled and funded City or State roadway project along 
the location where sidewalks would otherwise be required. 

3. Sidewalks shall not be required adjacent to an unpaved road. 
4. Developments with no more than 20 lots in the Suburban Character Area Overlay shall 

require sidewalks on only one side of the street if the development has only one point 
of access and no future access points are possible. 

5. Developments with single loaded streets in the Suburban Character Area Overlay 
shall require sidewalks only on one side of the street. 

D. Waivers. The Planning Commission may waive sidewalk location requirements. See 
Chapter 5 – Variances. 

E. Plats and site plans shall illustrate the location of sidewalks and pedestrian ways where 
required. 

Table 7:13.B. 
Sidewalk Applicability 

Street Type 

Character Area Overlay 

Rural Suburban 
Urban or 

City Center 

Major/Minor Arterials Both Sides Both Sides Both Sides 

Collectors None Both Sides Both Sides 

Local Street (Non-Residential) None Both Sides Both Sides 

Local Street (Residential) None Both Sides Both Sides 

Alleys None None None 

(Ord. No. 2025-039, 8-12-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-030, 8-25-2026) 

Sec. 7:13.9. Traffic Impact Analysis 
A. Intent. The intent of this Section is to provide the information necessary to allow decision-

makers to assess the transportation implications of traffic associated with a proposed 
development, to address the transportation-related issues associated with development 
proposals that may be of concern to neighboring residents, business owners and 
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property owners, and to provide a basis for negotiation regarding improvements and 
funding participation in conjunction with an application for development. 

B. Purpose of a TIA. The purpose of a traffic impact analysis (TIA) is to: 
1. Evaluate traffic operations and impacts at site access points under projected peak 

period traffic loads; 
2. Evaluate the impact of site-generated traffic on affected intersections in the vicinity of 

the development site; 
3. Evaluate the impact of site-generated traffic on the quality of traffic flow within a 

reasonable distance of the site of development; 
4. Evaluate the impact of the proposed development on neighborhood collector or local 

streets in the vicinity of the site; 
5. Ensure that site access and other improvements needed to mitigate the traffic impact 

of the development meet commonly accepted engineering design standards; 
6. Ensure that adequate facilities for pedestrians, transit users and bicyclists have been 

provided; and 
7. Identify transportation infrastructure needs and related costs created by the 

development and cost sharing on needed improvements. 
C. TIA Required. A TIA: 

1. Shall be required when there are: 
a. Threshold 1. Less than 40 peak hour trips, AM or PM, and shall include: 

(1) The proposed trip generation and distribution with source of information; and 
(2) Sight distance evaluation at proposed driveway or road intersection locations; 

b. Threshold 2. 40 or more peak hour trips, AM or PM, and shall include: 
(1) The proposed trip generation and distribution with source of information; 
(2) Sight distance evaluation at proposed driveway or road intersection locations; 
(3) Capacity analysis for existing and proposed conditions at intersections within 

the study area established during a traffic scoping meeting; 
(4) Left turn lane, right turn lane, and signal warrants at the development 

driveways or road intersections; 
(5) Recommendations for mitigating improvements to maintain or improve the 

existing Level-of-Service, as well as recommendations for driveway or road 
intersection locations and configurations; and 

(6) Summary of the crash history within the study area and recommendations to 
improve safety conditions; or 

c. Higher thresholds. At the discretion of the Engineering Director, a higher TIA 
threshold of study may be required if other factors significantly influence traffic 
movements or safety, including: 
(1) High-crash areas; 
(2) Areas currently experiencing excessive traffic congestion; 
(3) Areas currently undergoing substantial growth; 
(4) High volumes on surrounding roads affecting access to a proposed 

development; 
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(5) Lack of existing left turn lanes on adjacent roadways; 
(6) Inadequate sight distance at access points; 
(7) Proximity of proposed access points to existing drives or intersections; or 
(8) Developments that include drive-through operations. 

2. May be waived by the Engineering Director when it is determined that a TIA is not 
necessary to determine needed transportation improvements or that no unsafe or 
hazardous conditions will be created by the development as proposed. 

D. Evaluation Standards. The following standards shall be used to evaluate the findings of a 
TIA: 
1. Safety. Access points shall be designed to provide adequate sight distances and 

appropriate facilities to accommodate acceleration and deceleration of site traffic. 
2. Number of access points. The spacing of access points shall comply with applicable 

parish, state and American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
("AASHTO") standards. 

3. Curb space use plan. Details shall be provided on curb space use on public streets 
along the edge of the development site when it is intended that such areas be used 
for parking, parking space access, delivery and loading zones, passenger zones, taxi 
cab stands, bus stops, fire zones and/or other official/emergency zones. This review 
shall include a description of existing conditions prior to development, and proposed 
changes resulting from the development, including a description of any loss or gain in 
curb space use by the activities intended. 

4. Internal circulation. On-site vehicle circulation and parking patterns shall be designed 
so as not to interfere with the flow of traffic on any public street and shall 
accommodate all anticipated types of site traffic. 

5. Neighborhood collector or local street impact. Average daily traffic ("ADT") on 
neighborhood collector or local streets shall be within the ranges spelled out in the 
thoroughfare plan for the class of street involved. No non-residential development 
shall increase the traffic on a neighborhood collector or local street with at least three-
hundred (300) average daily trips by more than twenty-five (25) percent. 

6. Level of service. For collector or local streets, a level of service ("LOS") "C" or better 
shall be maintained. On any arterial or higher order street a LOS "D" or better shall be 
maintained. Where the existing LOS is below these standards, the TIA shall identify 
those improvements required to ensure that development related traffic demands 
result in no net reduction in LOS, and identify additional improvements needed to 
raise the level of service to the standards on the arterial or higher order street to the 
adopted LOS standard. 

E. Process. The following steps provide a general expectation for the preparation, review, 
and consideration of a TIA in the development process: 
1. The Engineering Director shall determine when a TIA is required, based on the criteria 

in C above and the stage of development. 
2. The City shall perform all TIAs to ensure consistency and comprehensiveness, and for 

this shall charge a fee as adopted in this UDC. 
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3. The Engineering Department shall review the TIA, generally in accordance with the 
evaluation standards in D above, and shall recommend either: 
a. Approval of the application for development, which may be contingent on the 

applicant making improvements or addressing items required to mitigate traffic 
and access issues and impacts, which may include: 
(1) Reducing the size, scale, scope or density of the development to reduce traffic 

generation; 
(2) Dividing the project into phases and authorize only one (1) phase at a time 

until traffic capacity is adequate for the next phase of development; 
(3) Dedicating right-of-way for street improvements; 
(4) Constructing new streets and intersection improvements; 
(5) Expanding the capacity of existing streets; 
(6) Redesigning ingress and egress to the project to reduce traffic conflicts; 
(7) Altering the use and type of development to reduce peak hour traffic;  
(8) Reducing background (existing) traffic;  
(9) Eliminating the potential for additional traffic generation from undeveloped 

properties in the vicinity of the proposed development; or 
(10) Integrating non-vehicular design components (e.g., pedestrian and bicycle 

paths or transit improvements) to reduce trip generation; or 
b. Denial of the application for development. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025) 
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CHAPTER 14 – UTILITIES 

Sec. 7:14.1. Outdoor Lighting 

Sec. 7:14.1.1. Generally 
A. Intent and Purpose. This section addresses a critical component of community design by 

promoting effective, efficient, and attractive outdoor site lighting. The intent of this 
ordinance is to prevent excessive glare and unwanted light trespass, ensuring that all light 
emanating from a particular development is confined to that development site. The 
design criteria and review process establish overall lighting performance standards and 
provide flexibility in meeting site specific outdoor lighting needs. 

B. Applicability. The provisions of this section shall be applicable to all properties located 
within the City of St. George. 

Sec. 7:14.1.2. Site Lighting 
A. General Requirements 

1. Luminaire Requirements 
a. Luminaire Design. Any luminaire with a lamp with an initial output rating greater 

than 10,000 lumens shall be either: 
(1) Full cutoff type fixture; or, 
(2) Shielded and adjustable. 

b. Luminaire Height 
(1) Any luminaire with a lamp with an initial output rating of less than 10,000 

lumens may be mounted at any height. 
(2) Any luminaire with a lamp with an initial output rating of 10,000 lumens or 

greater may be mounted up to a height of 35 feet provided that the luminaire 
is not aimed, directed, or focused such as to cause direct light from the 
luminaire to be directed toward residential buildings on adjacent or nearby 
land, or on streets. 

(3) Maximum height of pole mounted fixtures shall not exceed 35 feet. 
2. Illumination Levels 

a. Generally. The average levels of illuminance for all applications for buildings 
designed for human occupancy except one or two family dwellings shall conform 
to the requirements of the Louisiana State Fire Marshal as described in the 
Louisiana Commercial Buildings Energy Conservation Code pursuant to LRS 
40:1730.41-48. 

b. Exception for Banking Facilities with Automated Teller Machines or Night 
Depositories. The levels of illuminance for this specific application shall be a 
minimum of ten foot candles at the face of the facility and extending in an 
unobstructed direction outward five feet with an average of two foot candles 
within 50 feet of the facility as required by LRS 6:1365. 
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3. Light Measurement. Light level measurements shall be made at a point eight feet 
outside the boundaries of the property upon which the outdoor luminaire is installed. 
Measurements shall be made with the light-registering portion of the meter held at 
ground level with the measuring instrument held in the horizontal plane parallel to the 
ground pointing up. The meter shall have cosine and color correction and have an 
accuracy tolerance of no greater than plus or minus five percent. Measurements shall 
be taken with a light meter that has been calibrated within the previous two years. 
Light levels shall be calculated and measured in maintained foot candles, unless 
specified otherwise. 

4. Light Trespass. The maximum level of light trespass shall be: 
a. Abutting single- or two-unit dwelling property – ½ foot candle at the edge of the 

property; and, 
b. Abutting multi-unit dwelling and nonresidential property -- two foot candles at the 

edge of the property line. 
B. Exceptions. The following lighting is exempt from the provisions of this section: 

1. Police or Fire Departments or other Emergency Services. All temporary emergency 
lighting needed by a governmental entity, including the police or fire departments, 
performing any emergency services. 

2. Federal Regulatory Agencies. All hazard warning luminaries required by Federal 
Regulatory Agencies, except that all luminaries used must be red and specific to the 
warning task required. 

3. Airport Lighting. Lighting that is required for the safe and efficient movement of 
aircraft during flight, takeoff, landing, and taxiing. 

4. Radio, Communication and Navigation Towers. All lighting used for radio, 
communication, and navigation towers, provided the owner or occupant 
demonstrates that the Federal Aviation Administration regulations can only be met 
through the use of lighting that does not comply with the provisions of this chapter. 

5. Outdoor Performance Areas. Outdoor nighttime performance events (concerts, 
athletic contests, etc.) have unique lighting needs. Illumination levels vary, depending 
on the nature of the event. To ensure adequate lighting for such events while reducing 
glare and unwanted illumination of surrounding streets and adjacent properties, 
lighting fixtures shall be specified, mounted, and aimed so that their beams fall within 
the primary playing area and immediate surroundings, and no direct illumination is 
directed off the site. 

6. Uplighting. The following features may be illuminated through uplighting, provided 
that the lighting fixtures are located, aimed, or shielded to minimize light spill into the 
night sky: 
a. National, state, municipal or foreign nation flags located on poles independent of 

other structures; 
b. Trees; and, 
c. Architectural details. 
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C. Certification of Compliance. The applicant for a building permit shall certify that the 
applicable provisions of this section will be satisfied. All site plan and subdivision plats 
must have a notation on the plat stating that the proposed development will comply with 
these provisions. 

D. Temporary Lighting 
1. Generally. Any temporary outdoor lighting that conforms to the requirements of this 

section shall be allowed. Nonconforming temporary outdoor lighting may be 
permitted by the Building Official after considering: 
a. The public and/or private benefits that will result from the temporary lighting; 
b. Any annoyance or safety problems that may result from the use of the temporary 

lighting; and, 
c. The duration of the temporary nonconforming lighting. 

2. Searchlights. The operation of permanent searchlights is prohibited. Temporary use of 
searchlights may be permitted by the Building Official provided that the light shall not 
be: 
a. Located within 500 feet of a residential area; and, 
b. Allowed to operate after 12:00 a.m. 

E. Prohibited Lighting. The use of laser source light or any similar high intensity light is 
prohibited. 

F. Nonconforming Luminaries 
1. Nonconforming Luminaries. A light trespass shall only be deemed to occur if the 

Building Official receives a complaint from a third party residential property owner 
within 100 feet of the property line and determines that there is a violation. In these 
situations, all offending outdoor lighting fixtures located on the subject property with 
an initial output rating of greater than 10,000 lumens that do not conform to this 
section shall be required to be shielded, redirected, or adjusted so that no more than 
two foot candles of light fall eight feet outside the boundaries of the property upon 
which the outdoor luminaire is installed. This level shall be measured 25 feet outside 
the boundaries of the property upon which the outdoor luminaire is installed. 
Ownership where at least 50 percent of ownership is common shall be deemed as 
one tract. 

2. Nonconforming Luminaries Causing Hazardous Glare. Nonconforming luminaries with 
a lamp or lamps with an initial output rating greater than 10,000 lumens that are 
aimed, directed, or focused such as to cause or create glare perceptible to persons 
operating motor vehicles on public ways shall be shielded or redirected so that the 
luminaries do not cause a potential hazard to motorists or cyclists if determined to be 
hazardous by the Building Official. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:14.1.3. Street Lighting 
A. General Requirements 

1. Luminaire Requirements 
a. Luminaire Design 

(1) Lighting shall conform to the recommendations of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society of North America as described in its publication Recommended 
Practice 8, Roadway Lighting (ANSI-IES RP-8-18). 

(2) All street lighting fixtures shall be a full cut-off type fixture. If necessary, fixtures 
shall include “house side shields” to minimize light directed to the rear of the 
fixtures. 

b. Luminaire Height 
(1) The maximum height of pole mounted fixtures intended to light the street shall 

not exceed 30 feet. 
(2) Mounting heights of fixtures designed to light bicycle paths or pedestrian 

paths, but not streets, shall not exceed 15 feet. 
c. Alternatives. The design for an area may suggest the use of street lighting fixtures 

of a particular “period” or architectural style, or there may be existing historical 
fixtures to be retained. In such cases, alternative fixtures may be used if approved 
by the Engineering Director and Entergy with any additional costs associated with 
use of the alternative fixture absorbed by the neighborhood. 

2. Light Level. Light levels shall be calculated using the illumination method specified in 
the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America’s publication Recommended 
Practice 8, Roadway Lighting (ANSI-IES RP-8-18), and measured in maintained foot 
candles, unless specified otherwise. 

B. Street Lights within Subdivisions 
1. Residential Subdivisions 

a. A licensed Professional Engineer in electrical engineering shall design the lighting 
systems. Equipment used shall be manufactured specifically for street light 
application, and repair parts shall be available for the projected life of the 
installation. Any equipment other that the standard equipment used by the 
franchised servicing utility shall require that utility’s approval prior to that utility’s 
accepting maintenance and operation. The maximum spacing of lighting fixtures 
shall be 180 feet and the minimum shall be 60 feet. The minimum initial lumens 
shall be 100 watt high pressure sodium or the equivalent. The engineer shall 
ensure that the degree of illumination in divided or boulevard type streets is 
consistent with the degree of illumination required by this paragraph for 
undivided streets. 

b. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to impose a duty on either the 
City of St. George or a franchised servicing utility as to the public, regardless of the 
activity in which any member(s) of the public is engaged. 

2. Nonresidential Subdivisions. In nonresidential subdivisions, street light illuminations 
shall meet all requirements set for the by the Illuminating Engineering Society of North 
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America as described in its publication Recommended Practice 8, Roadway Lighting 
(ANSI-IES RP-8-18). 

C. Installation Prohibited until Approval Obtained. No street lighting facilities shall be 
installed by any person or by any utility company within dedicated rights-of-way in any 
approved subdivision until and unless an application has been submitted to and 
approved by the Engineering Department. 

D. Notice to Remove Facilities. If any person or any utility company shall install street lighting 
facilities in any subdivision in violation of the provisions of this chapter, the Engineering 
Director shall give such person or utility company ten days written notice to remove the 
facilities from the rights- of-way, and upon the failure of such person to so remove the 
facilities, the Engineering Director may remove them without further notice. All costs of 
removal shall be chargeable to the owner of or to the person installing such facilities, as 
the case may be. This provision shall be supplemental and in addition to the penalties 
hereinafter provided. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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CHAPTER 15 – FLOODWAYS, FLOODPLAINS, 
DRAINAGE AND WATER QUALITY 

Sec. 7:15.1. Statutory Authorization, Findings of Fact, Statement of Purpose, General 
Provisions, and Amendments 

Sec. 7:15.1.1. Statutory Authorization 
The Legislature of the State of Louisiana has in Louisiana Revised Statutes 38:84 et seq. 
delegated the responsibility to local governmental units to adopt regulations designed to 
minimize flood losses. Therefore, the St. George City Council does ordain as provided this 
chapter. 

Sec. 7:15.1.2. Findings of Fact 
A. The flood hazard areas of the city are subject to periodic inundation which results in loss 

of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental 
services, and extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief, all of which 
adversely affect the public health, safety and general welfare. 

B. These flood losses are created by extreme weather events and the cumulative effect of 
obstructions in floodplains that cause an increase in flood heights and velocities, and by 
the occupancy of flood hazard areas by uses vulnerable to floods and hazardous to other 
lands because they are inadequately elevated, flood-proofed to otherwise be protected 
from flood damage. 

Sec. 7:15.1.3. Statement of Purpose 
A. It is the purpose of this chapter to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare 

and to minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions by provisions designed 
to: 
1. Protect human life and health; 
2. Minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects; 
3. Minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally 

undertaken at the expense of the general public; 
4. Minimize prolonged business interruptions; 
5. Minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, electric, 

telephone and sewer lines, streets, and bridges located in floodplains; 
6. Provide for the sound use and development of flood prone areas in such a manner as 

to minimize future flood blight areas; and, 
7. Ensure that potential buyers are notified that property is in a FEMA Special Flood 

Hazard Area. 
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Sec. 7:15.1.4. General Provisions 
In order to minimize the adverse environmental impacts caused by increased run-off, urban 
heat island effects, and non-point source pollution, Best Management Practices (BMPs) as 
described in Appendix K shall be used as prescribed in this Chapter. 

Sec. 7:15.1.5. Amendments 
The St. George City Council may amend this Chapter upon its own motion or upon petition 
without Planning Commission approval. 

Sec. 7:15.2. Definitions 
Definitions of terms used in this chapter may be found in Chapter 19. 

Sec. 7:15.3. Establishment of Development Permit 
A development permit shall be required to ensure conformance with the provisions of this 
chapter. 

Sec. 7:15.4. Compliance 
No structure or land shall be located, altered, or have its use changed without full compliance 
with the terms of this chapter and other applicable regulations. 

Sec. 7:15.5. Abrogation and Greater Restrictions 
This chapter is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, 
or deed restrictions. However, where this chapter and another ordinance conflict or overlap 
whichever imposes the more stringent restrictions shall prevail. 

Sec. 7:15.6. Interpretation. 
In the interpretation and application of this chapter, all provisions shall be considered as 
minimum requirements, liberally construed in favor of the governing body, and deemed 
neither to limit nor repeal any other powers granted under State statutes. 

Sec. 7:15.7. Basis for Establishing Special Flood Hazard Areas 
The term “special flood hazard area(s)” shall hereon refer to both items written in this section 
unless specified otherwise. 

Sec. 7:15.7.1. FEMA Special Flood Hazard Areas 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) special flood hazard areas (FEMA 
SFHA) identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in the current scientific and 
engineering report entitled, “The Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for East Baton Rouge Parish and 
Incorporated Areas,” dated June 19, 2012, with accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRMs) for East Baton Rouge Parish and Incorporated Areas dated May 2, 2008 and revisions 
as made June 19, 2012, and any revisions thereto are hereby adopted by reference and 
declared to be a part of this ordinance. As future studies based on more recent data and 
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methodology become available, including but not limited to FEMA approved data, this new 
data shall replace the older studies. 

Sec. 7:15.7.2. Community Defined Special Flood Hazard Areas 
The Community Defined special flood hazard areas (CD SFHA) estimate areas flooded during 
the future 100-year storm event and are identified by East Baton Rouge Parish based on 
scientific and engineering analysis by the methodology described in the Stormwater 
Management Plan Modeling Design Criteria document. The location and extent of the CD 
SFHA, as well as Community Defined Flood Elevations (CD FE), are maintained on the EBR 
GIS website. The initial CD SFHA and CD FE maps on the EBR GIS website shall be dated 
April 1, 2023 and have an effective date of April 1, 2023. As future studies based on more 
recent data and methodology become available, including but not limited to FEMA approved 
data, this new data shall replace the older studies at the discretion of the Floodplain 
Administrator. 

Sec. 7:15.8. Warning and Disclaimer of Liability 
The degree of flood protection required by this chapter shall be considered the reasonable 
minimum for regulatory purposes and based on scientific and engineering considerations. 
On rare occasions, greater floods can and will occur and flood heights may be increased by 
man-made or natural causes. This chapter does not imply that land outside the special flood 
hazard areas or uses permitted within such areas will be free from flooding or flood damages. 
This chapter shall not create liability on the part of the community or any official or employee 
thereof for any flood damages that result from reliance on this chapter or any administrative 
decision lawfully made there under. 

Sec. 7:15.9. Designation of the Floodplain Administrator 
The Engineering Director is hereby appointed the Floodplain Administrator to administer and 
implement the provisions of this chapter and relevant sections of 44 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) (Emergency Management and Assistance - National Flood Insurance 
Program Regulations) pertaining to floodplain management. 

Sec. 7:15.10. Duties and Responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator 
The duties and responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 

A. Maintain and hold open for public inspection all records pertaining to the provisions 
of this chapter; 

B. Review permit applications to determine whether proposed building sites, including 
the placement of manufactured homes, will be reasonably safe from flooding; 

C. Review, approve, or deny all applications for development permits required by 
adoption of this chapter; 

D. Review permits for proposed development to assure that all necessary permits have 
been obtained from those federal, State, or local governmental agencies (including 
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permits issued under Section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
Amendments of 1972, 33 USC 1334) from which prior approval is required; 

E. Make the necessary interpretation, where interpretation is needed as to the exact 
location of the boundaries of the special flood hazard areas FEMA SFHA and CD SFHA 
(for example, where there appears to be a conflict between a mapped boundary and 
actual field conditions), as well as Stream Setbacks; 

F. Notify, in riverine situations, adjacent communities and the State coordinating agency, 
the State Department of Transportation and Development, prior to any alteration or 
relocation of a watercourse and submit evidence of such notification to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency; 

G. Assure that the flood-carrying capacity within the altered or relocated portion of any 
watercourse is maintained. 

H. Review and approve or deny all applications requiring an Offsite Drainage Assessment 
in accordance with Sec. 7:15.24, Floodplain Conveyance Zones, to minimize impacts 
to the flood-carrying capacity within the altered or relocated portion of any drainage 
way; 

I. Obtain, review, and reasonably utilize any FEMA base flood elevation data and 
floodway data available from a federal, State, or other source and Community Defined 
flood elevation and floodplain conveyance zones in order to administer the provisions 
of Sec. 7:15.18, Flood Prevention, through Sec. 7:15.23, Floodways, of this chapter 
when base flood elevation data has not been provided in accordance with Sec. 7:15.7, 
Basis for Establishing Special Flood Hazard Areas; 

J. Require that no new construction, substantial improvements, or other development 
(including fill) be permitted within Zones A, Al-30 and AE on the FIRM when a 
regulatory floodway has not been designated, unless, it is demonstrated that the 
cumulative effect of the proposed development when combined with all other 
existing and anticipated development will not increase the water surface elevation of 
the base flood more than one foot at any point within the floodplain; 

K. Apply for a conditional FIRM revision through FEMA under the provisions of 44 CFR 
Chapter 1 Section 65.12 of the National Flood Insurance Program Regulations, before 
approving certain development in Zones A1-A30, AE, and AH on the FIRM that 
increases the water surface elevation of the base flood by more than one foot; 

L. Provide a flood zone determination for the site of any application of a building or 
development permit. This determination will provide the FEMA flood zone 
designation, FEMA base flood or adjacent base flood elevation, CD SFHA designation, 
Community Defined Flood Elevation (CD FE) and record inundation value for the site; 
and 

M. Review, approve, or deny all applications for a waiver of freeboard or variance of the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) requirements in accordance with the 
procedures defined in Sec. 7:15.12, Variance Procedures, of this chapter. 

(Ord. No. 2025-022, 5-13-2025) 
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Sec. 7:15.11. Permit Procedures 
A. An application for a development permit shall be presented to the Floodplain 

Administrator on forms furnished by him/her and may include but not be limited to plans 
in duplicate drawn to scale showing the location, dimensions, and elevation of proposed 
changes in topography or land alterations, existing and proposed structures, and the 
project location in relation to special flood hazard areas. Additionally, the following 
information is required: 
1. Elevation (in relation to mean sea level) of the lowest floor (including the basement) of 

all new and substantially improved structures; 
2. Elevation (in relation to mean sea level) to which any nonresidential structure shall be 

flood proofed; 
3. A certificate from a registered professional engineer or architect that the 

nonresidential flood proofed structure shall meet the flood proofing criteria of 
Sec. 7:15.21, Specific Standards; and, 

4. Description of the extent to which any watercourse or natural drainage will be altered 
or relocated as a result of proposed development. 

B. Approval or denial of a development permit by the Floodplain Administrator shall be 
based on all of the provisions of this chapter and the following relevant factors: 
1. The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage; 
2. The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the 

effect of such damage on the individual owner; 
3. The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands and potentially injure 

others; 
4. The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency 

vehicles; 
5. The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions 

including maintenance and repair of streets and bridges, and public utilities and 
facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water systems; 

6. The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment transport of the 
floodwaters and the effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site; 

7. The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable; and, 
8. The availability of alternative locations, not subject to flooding or erosion damage, for 

the proposed use. 

Sec. 7:15.12. Variances and Waivers 
A. The Board of Appeals shall hear and render judgment on requests for variances from the 

requirements of this chapter. Waivers of local freeboard requirements shall be heard and 
may be granted by the Floodplain Administrator. 

B. The Board of Appeals shall hear and render judgment on an appeal only when it is 
alleged there is an error in any requirement, decision, or determination made by the 
Floodplain Administrator in the enforcement or administration of this chapter. Variances 
shall be reviewed regularly twice a month upon notice posted on the official government 
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website with the day and time established by the Floodplain Administrator. These 
requests must be filed at least three working days in advance of the scheduled review 
meeting on forms provided by the Engineering Department. A variance filing fee will be 
charged for each variance request and must accompany the application. 

C. Any person or persons aggrieved by the decision of the Board of Appeals may appeal 
such decision in the courts of competent jurisdiction. 

D. The Floodplain Administrator shall maintain a record of all actions involving an appeal 
and shall report variances to the Federal Emergency Management Agency upon request. 

E. Variances may be issued for the reconstruction, rehabilitation, or restoration of structures 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the State inventory of historic places 
without regard to the procedures set forth in the remainder of this chapter. 

F. Variances may be issued for new construction and substantial improvements to be 
erected on a lot of one-half acre or less in size contiguous to, and surrounded by, lots with 
existing structures constructed below the base flood level providing the relevant factors 
for the approval or denial of a development permit in Sec. 7:15.11.B. have been fully 
considered. As the lot size increases beyond one-half acre, the technical justification 
required for issuing the variance shall increase. 

G. Upon consideration of the factors noted above and the intent of this chapter, the Board of 
Appeals may attach such conditions to the granting of variances as it deems necessary to 
further the purpose and objectives of this chapter Sec. 7:15.1.3, Statement of Purpose. 

H. Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway if any increase in flood 
levels during the base flood discharge would result. 

I. Variances may be issued for the repair or rehabilitation of historic structures upon a 
determination that the proposed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude the structure's 
continued designation as a historic structure and the variance is the minimum necessary 
to preserve the historic character and design of the structure. 

J. Variances from the requirements in 15.25, Stream Setbacks, may upon application be 
considered and approved, conditionally approved, or denied by the Board of Appeals in 
accordance with this Chapter; however, the following additional provisions shall apply: 

 Where a parcel was platted prior to the effective date of the ordinance from which the 
Stream Setbacks were derived, and its shape, topography or other existing physical 
condition prevents land development consistent with this chapter, and the Engineering 
Director finds and determines that the requirements of this article prohibit the lawful use 
of the property by the owner, the Board of Appeals may upon application grant a variance 
from the Stream Setback requirements, provided that any such approval of a variance 
shall require mitigation measures to offset the effects of any proposed land development 
on the parcel for which the variance is approved, as determined by the Engineering 
Director. 

K. Requirements for Granting Variances and Waivers 
1. Variance of NFIP Requirements 

a. Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the 
minimum necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief. 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 15 – Floodways, Floodplains,  Last amended 
Drainage and Water Quality 15-7 June 10, 2025 

b. Variances shall only be issued upon: 
(1) Showing a good and sufficient cause; 
(2) A determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional 

hardship to the applicant; and, 
(3) A determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood 

heights, additional threats to public safety, or extraordinary public expense; 
create nuisances; cause fraud on or victimization of the public; or conflict with 
existing local laws or ordinances. 

c. Any application to which a variance is granted shall be given written notice that the 
structure will be permitted to be built with the lowest floor elevation below the 
base flood elevation and that the cost of flood insurance will be commensurate 
with the increased risk resulting from the reduced lowest floor elevation. 

2. Waiver of Local Freeboard Requirements 
a. Waivers to the local freeboard requirement as identified in Sec. 7:15.21.E, 

Minimum First Floor, shall only be issued for the minimum elevation necessary, 
considering the flood hazard, to afford relief and maintain the objectives of this 
chapter. 

b. Waivers may be issued upon determination: 
(1) The 100-year base flood, the flood with a one percent chance of occurring in 

any given year, elevation plus freeboard results in an elevation in excess of the 
500-year flood, the flood with a 0.2% chance of occurring in any given year, 
elevation; or, 

(2) The 1993 amended FIRM increased the base flood elevation by two feet or 
more and the proposed construction or substantial improvement is within an 
existing recognized development. 

c. Waivers shall not be issued where: 
(1) An approval would allow the increase or expansion of an activity that is not 

permitted within the zoning requirements of the site; 
(2) An approval is based solely on an economic gain or loss; 
(3) An approval is for a hardship which was self-created; or, 
(4) An approval would damage the rights and property values of adjacent 

properties. 
3. Waiver of Specific Water Pollutant Treatment by Best Management Practices. Waivers of 

requirement to treat specific water pollutants using specific best management 
practices (BMPs) may be issued upon the developer providing documentation that 
proves the specific pollutant does not exist on the site and will not be generated by 
specific activities proposed to occur on the site post construction; and, the 
Department of Development concurs in the documentation. 

4. Watershed Specific Mitigation. Stormwater discharge, which is not practicable to fully 
treat as defined in this chapter and the Stormwater Management Manual, shall either 
be treated in an off-site facility or be given the option of paying a stormwater off-site 
management fee. The Engineering Department will employ a methodology for 
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calculating the fee that is based upon post construction stormwater runoff, first flush 
quantities and expected pollutants. The stormwater off-site management fee collected 
shall be placed in a mitigation account to be used to mitigate the impacts in the same 
watershed as the development site that arise from off-site discharge of stormwater 
runoff. Information relating to sites that are paying fees shall be evaluated in planning 
for capital improvement projects. 

L. Variances may be issued for new construction, substantial improvements, and for other 
development necessary for the conduct of a functionally dependent use provided that: 
1. The criteria outlined in Sec. 7:15.12.J, Requirements for Granting Variances and 

Waivers, are met; and, 
2. The structure or other development is protected by methods that minimize flood 

damages during the base flood and create no additional threats to public safety. 
(Ord. No. 2025-028, 6-10-2025) 

Sec. 7:15.13. Stormwater Management Plan 

Sec. 7:15.13.1. Applicability 
In order to comply with Federal and State regulations for urban stormwater, a Stormwater 
Management Plan (SMP) will be required for development and redevelopment projects that 
require demolition or complete removal of existing structures or impervious surfaces at a site 
and replacement with new development. Maintenance activities such as top-layer grinding 
and re- pavement as well as interior remodeling projects shall not be considered 
redevelopment for purposes of this section. Utility trenches in streets shall not be considered 
redevelopment unless more than 50 percent of the street width is removed and re-paved. 

Sec. 7:15.13.2. Requirements 
The developer shall prepare and submit to the Engineering Department, an SMP that 
recommends specific drainage and stormwater runoff quality improvements. The SMP shall 
be consistent with the Drainage Impact Study (DIS) as described in Sec. 7:15.15, Drainage 
Impact Study, and/or the Water Quality Impact Study (WQIS) as described in Sec. 7:15.17, 
Water Quality Impact Study, when either or both of these are required. Specific stormwater 
runoff quality improvements and drainage improvements and impacts must be addressed in 
the SMP, regardless of the need for a WQIS or a DIS. 

A. Exemptions. The following development activities shall be exempted from the 
requirement of preparing an SMP: 
1. All development in duly authorized subdivisions and master planned 

developments created with an approved SMP that includes both a WQIS and a 
DIS, provided that they comply with the SMP prepared for the subdivision or 
master planned development at the time of the original approval. 

2. All single-family residential development on existing lots of record within 
subdivisions created before April 1, 2008. 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 15 – Floodways, Floodplains,  Last amended 
Drainage and Water Quality 15-9 June 10, 2025 

B. Content. The SMP shall include: 
1. A map of the location of the subject property and adjacent developments and 

infrastructure. 
2. A description and map of existing site conditions, including land cover, contours, 

soil types, and estimated pollutant load, and existing site drainage patterns, 
including all drainage features, wetlands, and special flood hazard areas. 

3. A description and site plan of the proposed development, including land cover 
noting impervious surfaces, contours, longitudinal slope of roadways, empirically 
expected pollutant load, and proposed drainage ways and stormwater BMPs, 
including green infrastructure opportunity footprint areas associated with 
proposed transportation improvements, as described in Paragraph 5 below. 

4. A description of the specific proposed drainage ways and stormwater BMPs, 
including a prioritization chart for green infrastructure opportunity areas as defined 
in Paragraph 6 below, and how they meet the requirements for drainage and water 
quality as described in Sections 15.14, Drainage, and 15.16, Water Quality, 
respectively. 

5. Green infrastructure opportunity areas associated with transportation 
improvements shall be identified using the following methodology: 
a. Green infrastructure systems shall be sited within the sidewalk, roadway 

shoulder, roadway parking lane, or roadway median areas and placed directly 
upstream of existing inlets where feasible to maximize drainage capture. 
Footprints shall not extend into travel lanes. 

b. Green infrastructure systems shall consider the proximity to adjacent structures, 
foundations, utilities, streetlights, and other street furniture that will remain 
during construction. At a minimum, green infrastructure practices shall be cited 
at a horizontal distance of at least five feet from the adjacent buildings. 

c. The loading ratio, or ratio of contributing impervious drainage area to footprint 
area, is a critical component of green infrastructure design. Conceptual green 
infrastructure systems shall be designed for a loading ratio of 10:1 to 25:1. 

d. Green infrastructure solutions for transportation projects need to consider 
maintenance responsibilities, especially when solutions are within public right 
of ways. Any planting should not be dependent upon irrigation for needed 
water unless an HOA or some other entity will pay for water and irrigation 
maintenance. Curb openings, depressed medians, etc., and other design 
features should be used to direct rainwater to plantings as needed based on 
species of plant. 

6. Green infrastructure opportunity areas for transportation improvements shall be 
prioritized based on the following priority chart with highest priority given to the 
opportunity areas with the highest weighted score. For example, a drainage area 
of 13,000 SF would carry a weighted score of 0.60 because the scoring weight is 
30% and medium priority drainage areas have a value of two (30% x 2 = 0.60). 
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Description 
Scoring 
Weight 

Lowest Priority 
(Value = 1) 

Medium Priority 
(Value = 2) 

Highest Priority 
(Value = 3) 

Drainage Area 30% 5,000 SF – 10,000 SF 10,000 SF – 15,000 SF > 15,000 SF 

Loading Ratio 40% 25:1 – 35:1 18:1 – 25:1 > 18:1 

Street Slope 30% 4% - 5% 2% - 4% > 2% 
 

7. Example green infrastructure typologies and design considerations for transportation 
improvements can be found in Chapter 11 of the MOVEBR Infrastructure 
Enhancement and Traffic Mitigation Program Design Guidelines: 
https://movebr.brla.gov/assets/documents/design-
guidelines/MOVEBR%20Design%20Guidelines%20Rev_1_Final_042920-web.pdf. 

8. A description of how the proposed drainage ways and stormwater BMPs will be 
maintained. 

Sec. 7:15.14. Drainage 
Adequate provisions shall be made for the management of stormwater subject to the 
approval of the Engineering Department. 

A. Stormwater Management Plan. As provided in Sec. 7:15.13, Stormwater Management 
Plan, the developer shall prepare and submit to the Engineering Department a 
Stormwater Management Plan that recommends specific on-site drainage 
improvements to provide adequate capacity for a 2-, 10-, 25-, and 100- year (the fifty, 
ten, four, and one percent annual-exceedance probability [AEP]) storm events. The 
SMP shall be consistent with the issues and recommendations presented in the DIS, 
when it is required. All drainage improvements shall be planned in accordance with 
the criteria for drainage as specified by the Engineering Department. 

B. Drainage Ways 
1. No person shall perform construction activity or deepen, widen, fill, reroute, or 

change the location of any existing drainage way without first obtaining written 
permission from the Engineering Department. Plans for such activity in any 
drainage way shall comply with the criteria of the Engineering Department and all 
State and federal regulations. At its sole discretion, the Engineering Department 
may require that such plans be submitted to the Department for review. All work 
shall be approved by, and be subject to inspection by, the Engineering 
Department. 

2. Wherever drainage ways exist or are provided within the development, rights-of-
way or servitudes shall be dedicated on either side of such drainage ways for 
maintenance and construction. The width of such dedicated rights-of-way or 
servitudes shall be determined based upon established criteria after review and 
approval by the Engineering Department of the drainage requirements of the 
development and the SMP for drainage in consultation with the engineer 
designing the development. Lots created along drainage ways shall not encroach 
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on drainage rights-of-way, and all rights-of-way shall be excluded from lot area. 
Special servitudes may be required for outfall purposes. 

C. Contour Map. A contour map shall be prepared for the area comprising the 
development and any additional area required by the Engineering Department. The 
additional area shall include all watersheds that drain into the property to be 
developed. The map of the additional area may be prepared from USGS datum or 
datum filed at the Engineering Department, if it is available. 

D. Drainage of Contributing Watersheds. In the design of the drainage for a 
development, provisions must be made to adequately convey water from contributing 
watersheds. All drainage ways shall be constructed to meet current drainage needs 
but shall have adequate servitudes for the future needs of contributing watersheds, as 
determined by the Engineering Department. The Engineering Department, at its 
discretion, may require that overland flow checks be provided demonstrating no 
increase in the 2-, 10-, 25-, and 100-year peak water surface elevations at all inflow 
locations to the property. 

E. Floodplain Management. All proposed developments shall be reviewed by the 
Engineering Department such that: 
1. All such proposals are consistent with the need to minimize flood damage; 
2. All public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water systems are 

located, elevated, and constructed to minimize or eliminate flood damage; 
3. Adequate drainage is provided so as to reduce exposure to flood hazards; and, 
4. All necessary permits required by federal or State laws have been obtained, 

including those required by Section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(33 USC 1334). 

Sec. 7:15.15. Drainage Impact Study 
The purpose of this section is to ensure that existing drainage conditions at proposed sites 
are evaluated and the potential impacts of proposed improvements to drainage in the vicinity 
are determined. To ensure that this is done, two copies of the required DIS of the proposed 
development and surrounding affected areas shall be submitted to the Engineering 
Department. The development may not be approved until the DIS has been reviewed and 
approved by the Engineering Department.  

A. Exemptions. The following development activities shall be exempted from the 
requirements of preparing a DIS: 
1. Development on a site in which the area of impervious surface does not exceed 

20 percent of the developed site area. The total impervious area shall include all 
buildings, driveways, sidewalks, streets, parking areas, lakes, ponds, and similar 
facilities. All undeveloped open space and common areas shall be clearly 
identified. 

2. Additions or modifications to existing developments which result in no more than 
a ten percent increase in existing impervious area and which have existing 
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engineered or subsurface (not natural) public storm drainage facilities designed to 
accommodate runoff from the existing site. 

B. Waivers. Developers may request that the Engineering Department approve a waiver 
of the DIS. If such a request is granted, no detailed DIS shall be required for the 
development. A waiver must be requested in writing and contain sufficient information 
regarding the specific details of the proposed development. A waiver may be 
considered for approval provided: 
1. Sufficient information is submitted by the developer indicating that the runoff from 

the proposed development is consistent with and discharges to a previously 
approved development having adequate drainage facilities is a part of an 
approved larger plan of development with an approved drainage study, or is 
served by a network of subsurface public storm drainage facilities engineered to 
accommodate the runoff from the developed site. 

C. Development Location and Description: The DIS shall comply with the following 
minimum requirements: 
1. Location. Describe the location of the subject property Township and Range, 

identifying adjacent developments, major drainage outfalls, streets, highways, lot 
and block page number, and provide a vicinity map. 

2. Description. Describe the predominant existing land use and future land use in the 
project watershed (Comprehensive Land Use Data, aerial photos, etc.). Describe 
the proposed development, soil types, vegetative cover, and watershed slopes. 
Provide an estimate of percent of impervious area for pre- and post-development 
conditions. Provide photos of existing channels, ditches, natural drains, and 
drainage structures. 

D. Watershed Map. Delineate drainage boundaries, indicate the acreage, and show the 
slope of basins, and peak 2-, 10-, 25-, and 100-year runoff rates at entry and exit 
locations of the development. The watershed map should indicate the location of 
existing channels, ditches, natural drains, proposed major drainage structures, channel 
realignments, and cross section location. 

The latest published Elevation Product (3DEP) dataset from the USGS’s The 
National Map (TNM) (https://apps.nationalmap.gov/downloader) or approved 
comparable dataset may be used as the base for the watershed map. 

E. Hydrologic Design 
1. The DIS shall indicate existing conditions for peak 2-, 10-, 25-, and 100-year flow 

rates at the development’s stormwater inflow and outflow locations. 
2. The Drainage Impact Study shall indicate post-construction conditions for the peak 

2-, 10-, 25-, and 100-year flow rates at the development’s stormwater inflow and 
outflow locations. 

3. The post-construction peak flow rates at all stormwater outflow points from the 
property shall not exceed the existing conditions peak flow rates for the 2-, 10-,  
25-, and 100-year storm events. 
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4. If ponds or sub-surface detention systems are used in design for routing of flows, 
the peak - 2-, 10-, 25-, and 100-year storm events (the fifty, ten, four, and one 
percent AEP storms) shall be used in the design of the detention pond capacity 
and outfall structure(s) to achieve no increase in the peak flow rate for each event. 
The interior sub-surface conveyance system shall be designed for the ten year 
storm. Storms which surcharge the subsurface system, up to and including the 10-
year storm, shall be routed to the detention pond. Detention ponds shall have a 
designated weir to direct outflow for storms greater than the 100-year storm. 

5. Developments shall not create a new point-source discharge or a new non-point 
source discharge onto adjacent properties of lower ground elevations without 
appropriate drainage servitudes. 

F. Hydraulic Capacities 
1. On-site capacity. Indicate the capacity of any existing drainage outfall facility (ditch, 

canal, culvert, bridge, or similar) within the proposed development site and the 
required type, size, and capacity of any proposed outfall facilities. 

2. Off-site capacity. Determine the capacity of existing downstream outfall facilities 
(ditches, canals, culverts, bridges, or similar) that will be utilized to convey flow 
from the downstream limits of the proposed development to the first public outfall 
as identified on the EBR stream segment data layer maintained by the City of 
St. George as part of the City of St. George geographic information system. An 
inventory of downstream structures including the size, type, invert elevation, and 
cover topping elevation should be made. Channel cross sections at the upstream 
and downstream limits of the proposed development at structure locations and at 
intermediate canal locations shall be required to adequately define existing 
channel capacities. 

Where the proposed development is located an extended distance from an 
indexed stream, the study may be terminated at a point where the total area 
drained exceeds the project area by five times for single family A1-zoned 
residential developments and ten times for all other developments. 

G. Special Site Conditions. Special conditions that may exist at the proposed 
development site should be clearly identified including but not limited to such items 
as: 
1. FEMA SFHA (including Firm Zones A and AE) and CD SFHA 
2. Regulatory Floodways 
3. Floodplain Conveyance Zones 
4. Drainage Servitudes 
5. Stream Setbacks 
6. Fill placement locations and mitigation requirements 
7. Existing and Potential wetland sites 
8. Churches 
9. Schools 
10. Cemeteries 
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11. Landfills and hazardous waste sites 
12. Parks 

H. Conclusions and Recommendations. The DIS should clearly identify the results and 
conclusions of the study and provide recommendations of any required action(s) so 
that surrounding properties experience no adverse impact. 

Sec. 7:15.16. Water Quality 
The purpose of this section is to ensure that water quality is not impaired because of 
development or redevelopment and that BMPs, are implemented according to the SMP. 

A. Stormwater Management Plan. The developer shall prepare and submit to the 
Engineering Department an SMP that documents proposed specific on-site water 
quality improvements to treat or retain on site all first flush stormwater pollutants that 
originate from the site post-construction, or as otherwise required by Total Maximum 
Daily Loads (TMDLs) Stormwater Permit Requirements developed by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality (LDEQ). All on-site water quality improvements shall be 
planned and maintained in a manner approved by the Engineering Department. 

B. Construction Phase Site Stormwater Control. For all development activities a 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) shall be submitted to the Engineering 
Department for review. The SWPPP shall describe the types and placement of BMPs 
that will be utilized to retain sediment on site, to prevent erosion and sedimentation as 
a result of construction, and to control other sources of pollution at the construction 
site that may cause adverse impacts on the quality of stormwater runoff from the 
construction site. This plan shall also describe how stormwater will be treated during 
the construction phase of the project in order to prevent pollution from entering any 
drainage ways or conveyances. This SWPP shall be consistent with all federal and State 
requirements. 

C. Post-Construction Water Quality Management in New Development and 
Redevelopment. For all developments or redevelopments that require demolition or 
complete removal of existing structures or impervious surfaces at a site and 
replacement with new development, all first flush stormwater pollutants that originate 
from the site post-construction, shall be treated or retained on the site or as otherwise 
required by TMDLs or stormwater permit requirements developed by the EPA and 
LDEQ. All stormwater BMPs constructed on-site must meet EPA standards and 
specifications for implementation and maintenance. 
1. The SMP shall describe the types of BMPs that will be on the site after construction 

is complete with specific locations of each and estimated capacity for pollutant 
load reduction. 

2. The SMP shall ensure long-term operation and maintenance of the BMPs that have 
been designed and implemented to minimize water quality impacts from 
stormwater discharges from the project site. 
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3. An inspection report, prepared by a licensed professional engineer or other 
qualified person approved by the Floodplain Administrator shall be provided to 
the City of St. George by the person(s) or entity(ies) responsible for the 
development on a schedule approved by the Floodplain Administrator. The report 
shall be consistent with the SMP maintenance plan and describe the conditions 
and recommended maintenance requirements of all components of the SMP, 
including ponds, swales, and subsurface manufactured water quality features. It 
shall also describe the condition of the BMP and any proposed corrective actions 
required. Corrective actions shall be completed within 90 days of the submittal of 
the inspection report with evidence that the work has been completed and 
provided to the Engineering Department. 

Sec. 7:15.17. Water Quality Impact Study 
The purpose of this section is to ensure that the potential for water quality impacts to existing 
surface water and/or groundwater resources are evaluated as part of any development or 
redevelopment project. Two copies of the required WQIS of the proposed development and 
surrounding affected areas shall be submitted to the Engineering Department reflecting the 
requirements of this section. The development shall not be approved until the WQIS has 
been reviewed and approved by the Engineering Department. 

A. Exemptions. The following development activities shall be exempt from the 
requirements of preparing a WQIS, but shall comply with the stormwater BMPs 
described in an SMP: 
1. Residential Sites with a developed area of less than one acre. 
2. Farming or agricultural activities. 

B. Existing Site Conditions and Location 
1. Site Location. Describe the location of the subject property using the street 

address and the latitude and longitude. 
2. Watershed and Subwatersheds. Describe the watersheds and subwatersheds both 

on- and off-site. 
3. Total Maximum Daily Loads. List all TMDLs established by the EPA and LDEQ for 

applicable affected waterbodies. If TMDLs have not been established, all first flush 
stormwater pollutants that originate from the site post-construction shall be 
treated or retained on the site. 

4. Soils and Topography. Provide the following: 
a. Site contours at maximum two-foot contour intervals; 
b. General land slopes; and, 
c. Soil types and characteristics. 

5. Land Cover. Show existing land cover on a current aerial photo and in a table with 
square footage of land cover area and percent of total site. Types of land cover to 
be listed include, but are not limited to the following: 
a. Forest; 
b. Paving (list by type); 
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c. Meadow; 
d. Crops; 
e. Buildings; 
f. Water bodies; and, 
g. Wetlands. 

C. Proposed Development Conditions 
1. Watershed and subwatersheds. Describe the impact of development on 

watersheds and subwatersheds both on- and off-site. 
2. Land Cover. Show proposed development land cover on a current aerial photo 

and in a table with square footage of land cover area and percent of total site. 
Types of land cover to be listed include, but are not limited to the following: 
a. Forest; 
b. Paving (list by type); 
c. Meadow; 
d. Crops; 
e. Buildings; 
f. Water Bodies; and, 
g. Wetlands. 

3. Land Cover Comparison Table. Provide a table comparing existing land cover with 
proposed development land cover. Types of land cover and empirically expected 
contaminants from the land cover, uses, and activities to be listed include, but are 
not limited to the following: 
a. Auto-oriented use areas, including roadways, parking areas, and heavy 

equipment and maintenance areas (oil, grease, Freon, heavy metals, other 
chemicals); 

b. Lawn, plantings, and golf course maintenance (oil, grease, pesticides, 
herbicides, nutrients, other chemicals); 

c. Roofs and gutters (organic materials, roofing materials, coatings, heavy metals); 
d. Food preparation (organic material, grease, other chemicals); 
e. Commercial activities (oil, heavy metals, other chemicals); 
f. Residential activities (organic materials, pesticides, herbicides, other 

chemicals); and, 
g. Light industrial (oil, grease, coatings, heavy metals, other chemicals). 

D. Proposed Water Quality Treatment. Provide the following information to identify how 
stormwater will be treated to protect water quality: 
1. Stormwater Treatment Train; 
2. BMPs, identifying the following: 

a. Sizes; 
b. Water capacity; 
c. Function; 
d. Percent of empirically expected pollutant reductions; BMPs shall reduce the 

pollutant load in site stormwater runoff by treating or retaining all first flush 
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stormwater pollutants that originate from the site post-construction or as 
otherwise required by EPA and LDEQ TMDLs. 

e. Operation and maintenance; 
f. Control and containment per special activity; and, 
g. Measures for BMP maintenance. 

3. Water flows per subwatershed (in cubic feet per second) 
E. Study Conclusions and Recommendations. Provide a table of the empirically expected 

percent removal of each pollutant by type per BMP for expected impact to affected 
waters. 

Sec. 7:15.18. Flood Prevention 
The flood hazard areas of the City of St. George are subject to periodic inundation, which 
results in loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and 
governmental services, and extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief, 
all of which adversely affect the public health, safety, and general welfare. These flood losses 
are created by extreme weather events and the cumulative effect of obstructions in 
floodplains which cause an increase in flood heights and velocities, and by the occupancy of 
flood hazard areas by such critical facilities vulnerable to floods and hazardous to other lands 
that are inadequately elevated, flood-proofed, or otherwise protected from flood damage. 
The following sections provide the measures used to protect life and property from the 
hazards attributable to flooding. 

Sec. 7:15.19. Methods of reducing flood losses 
In order to accomplish its purposes, this chapter uses the following methods: 

A. Restrict or prohibit uses that are dangerous to health, safety, or property in times of 
flood or cause excessive increases in flood heights or velocities; 

B. Require that uses vulnerable to floods including facilities, which serve such uses, be 
protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction; 

C. Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective 
barriers, which are involved in the accommodation of floodwaters; 

D. Control filling, grading, dredging, and other development which may increase flood 
damage; and 

E. Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert 
floodwaters or which may increase flood hazards to other lands. 

Sec. 7:15.20. General Standards 
In all special flood hazard areas, the following provisions are required for all new construction 
and substantial improvements: 

A. All new construction or substantial improvements shall be designed (or modified) and 
adequately anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, or lateral movement of the 
structure resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads including the effects of 
buoyancy; 
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B. All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed by methods 
and practices that minimize flood damage; 

C. All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed with materials 
resistant to flood damage; 

D. All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed with electrical, 
heating, ventilation, plumbing, and air conditioning equipment and other service 
facilities that are designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or 
accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding in accordance with 
Sec. 7:15.21.E, Minimum First Floor Elevation; 

E. All new and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or 
eliminate infiltration of floodwaters into the system; 

F. New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or 
eliminate infiltration of floodwaters into the system and discharge from the systems 
into floodwaters; and 

G. On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them or 
contamination from them during flooding. 

H. All subdivision proposals and manufactured home parks shall have public utilities and 
facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water systems located and constructed to 
minimize or eliminate flood damage. 

Sec. 7:15.21. Specific Standards 
An applicant shall submit a fee to the Engineering Department for a flood zone 
determination to be used in the preparation of the FEMA approved certificate of elevation. 
Where base flood elevation data has been provided, the following provisions shall be 
required: 

A. Residential Construction. New construction and substantial improvement of any 
residential structure shall have the lowest floor (including the basement and 
mechanical equipment) elevated to meet the requirements of Sec. 7:15.21.E., 
Minimum First Floor Elevation. (Other utilities see 15.20.D.) A registered professional 
engineer, architect, or land surveyor shall submit a FEMA approved certificate of 
elevation certification to the Floodplain Administrator indicating that this standard is 
satisfied. 

B. Nonresidential Construction. New construction and substantial improvements of any 
commercial, industrial or other nonresidential structure shall either have the lowest 
floor (including the basement and mechanical equipment) elevated to meet the 
requirements Sec. 7:15.21.E., Minimum First Floor Elevation, or, together with 
attendant utility and sanitary facilities, be designed so that below this level the 
structure is watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water 
and with structural components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic and 
hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy. A registered professional engineer or 
architect shall develop and/or review structural design, specifications and plans for the 
construction and shall certify that the design and methods of construction are in 
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accordance with accepted standards of practice. A record of such certification 
including the specific elevation (in relation to mean sea level or NAVD) to which such 
structures are flood proofed shall be maintained by the Floodplain Administrator. 

C. Enclosures. Solid fences, walls and landscaping features constructed or placed within 
the drainage system, as shown on the final plat, and new construction, attached 
garage and substantial improvements, with fully enclosed areas below the lowest floor 
that are usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an area 
other than a basement and which are subject to flooding, shall be designed to 
automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by allowing for the 
entry and exit of floodwaters. Designs for meeting this requirement must either be 
certified by a registered professional engineer or architect or meet or exceed the 
following minimum criteria: 
1. A minimum of two openings on separate walls having a total net area of not less 

than one square inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding 
shall be provided and all required net area shall be below the FIRM base flood 
elevation; 

2. The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above grade; 
3. Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves, or other coverings or 

devices provided that they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters; and 
4. Any variance of the solid fences, walls, and landscaping feature requirements of 

this subsection must be approved by the Floodplain Administrator. 
D. Manufactured Homes. 

1. All manufactured homes to be placed within Zone A shall be installed using 
methods and practices that minimize flood damage. For the purpose of this 
requirement, manufactured homes must be elevated and anchored to resist 
flotation, collapse or lateral movement. Methods of anchoring may include, but are 
not limited to, use of over the top, or frame, ties to ground anchors in addition to 
applicable State and local anchoring requirements for resisting wind forces. 

2. All manufactured homes that are placed or substantially improved within Zones 
A1-30, AH, AE, B, C, and X on the community's FIRM on sites outside of a 
manufactured home park or subdivision, in a new manufactured home park or 
subdivision, in an expansion to an existing manufactured home park or 
subdivision, or in an existing manufactured home park or subdivision on which a 
manufactured home has incurred substantial damage as a result of a flood, shall 
be elevated on a permanent foundation such that the bottom of the longitudinal 
structural I beam of the manufactured home is elevated to one foot or more above 
the base flood elevation and securely anchored to an adequately anchored 
foundation system to resist flotation, collapse, and lateral movement. 

3. Manufactured homes placed or substantially improved on sites in an existing 
manufactured home park or subdivision within Zones A1-A30, AH and AE on the 
community’s FIRM that are not subject to the provisions of paragraph (D)(2), above, 
shall be elevated so that either: 
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a. The bottom of the longitudinal structural I beam of the manufactured home is 
at least one foot above the base flood elevation; or, 

b. The manufactured home chassis is supported by reinforced piers or other 
foundation elements of at least equivalent strength that are no less than 
36 inches in height above grade and securely anchored to an adequately 
anchored foundation system to resist flotation, collapse, and lateral movement. 

4. All mobile home park owners submitting construction documents for a mobile 
home park shall, prior to approval, submit a common certificate of elevation for the 
mobile home park and a final plat of the mobile home park site. The final plat shall 
show the elevation of each manufactured home pad and the required lowest floor 
elevation. As a prerequisite, the applicant shall submit a fee to the Engineering 
Department for the flood zone determination to be used in preparation of the 
certificate of elevation. 

5. All manufactured homes placed or substantially improved must submit, prior to 
authorization of utilities and/or occupancy, a completed official certificate of 
elevation pursuant to Sec. 7:15.21.E, Minimum First Floor Elevation. 

6. Recreational vehicles placed on sites within Zones A1-30, AH, and AE on the FIRM 
shall either: 
a. Be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive days; 
b. Be fully licensed and ready for highway use; or, 
c. Meet the permit requirements of Sec. 7:15.11, Permit Procedures, and the 

elevation and anchoring requirements for manufactured homes. A recreational 
vehicle may be considered ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or jacking 
system, is attached to the site only by quick disconnect type utilities and 
security devices, and has no permanently attached additions. 

E. Minimum First Floor Elevation. 
1. All new residential and nonresidential development, as well as substantial 

improvements, in the FEMA SFHA and CD SFHA shall have the lowest floor located 
at least one foot above the highest of the following: the FEMA BFE, CD FE, the 
record inundation, the highest cross-sectional point at the lowest street cross-
section along the frontage of the property, or the top of the lowest first upstream 
or downstream sanitary sewer manholes to the service connection; 

2. All new residential and nonresidential development in Zones B, C, and X shall have 
the lowest floor elevation located at least one foot above the highest of the 
following: the nearest adjacent FEMA BFE, the record inundation, the highest 
cross-sectional point at the lowest street cross- section along the frontage of the 
property, or the top of the lower of the first upstream or downstream sanitary 
sewer manholes to the service connection; 

3. The above requirements regarding elevation above the highest cross-sectional 
point at the lowest street cross-section along the frontage of the property shall not 
apply when the approved drainage schematic demonstrates that: 
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a. The street pavement will not serve as the drainage collector system; or, 
b. Drainage will not be conveyed toward the street; 

4. Rather than the above requirements regarding elevation above sanitary sewer 
manholes the lowest floor elevation may be as low as six inches above the top of 
the lower of the first upstream or downstream sanitary sewer manhole providing 
that the following requirements are met: 
a. A sanitary sewer backwater check valve and a sewer clean out: 

(1) Is installed in the building sanitary sewer line and located on the applicant's 
property but outside of the street rights-of-way and utility servitudes; and 

(2) The requirements of the State-mandated Plumbing Code are met. 
b. The property owner shall be responsible for perpetually maintaining the 

sanitary sewer backwater check valve in proper operating condition. 
c. The property owner shall sign a waiver of local freeboard that shall serve to 

place on notice all future owners and shall make public record of such waiver 
and the property owners' assumption of all liability pursuant to the granting of 
a waiver for the requirements regarding sanitary sewer manholes. This 
agreement shall be recorded by the Clerk of Court in the conveyance records; 
and a certified copy, with recording data and filing date, shall be furnished to 
the Engineering Department before a building permit may be issued. 

5. The lowest floor elevation may be lower than six inches above the top of the lower 
of the first upstream or downstream sanitary sewer manhole provided that the 
above provisions are met and approval is granted by the Floodplain Administrator. 

F. Use of Fill Material Restrictions. Unless otherwise provided no fill shall be permitted in 
FEMA SFHAs and/or CD SFHAs unless the fill is mitigated by excavation and meets the 
requirements in this section. 
1. Exemptions: 

a. Building pads for slab on grade construction. Fill mitigation is not required if 
the combined area of all buildings on the lot is no more than 3,500 square feet 
and the average height of fill is no more than 24 inches or the distance 
between natural grade and higher of the FEMA BFE and CD FE Base Flood 
Elevation. 

b. Building pads for manufactured homes and pier/column construction. Fill 
mitigation is not required if the average height of fill for the building pad is no 
more than 18 inches above natural grade under the elevated structure to 
facilitate drainage. The building pad shall be transitioned back to natural grade 
within five feet of the outside limits of the footprint of the elevated structure. 

c. Fill restrictions shall not apply to improvement and reasonable transition 
grading on existing tracts or lots of five acres or less located within existing 
recognized subdivisions that have not experienced any reported inundation of 
structures constructed after July 2, 1979. 

2. Transition of driveways into carports or garages. The driveway from the street and 
driveway from the structure connections to the start of transition shall be 
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constructed in such a manner that the finished driveway grade is at or below the 
natural grade prior to construction. Appropriate drainage facilities shall be 
provided to prevent the redirection of runoff water onto adjacent properties or the 
blockage of surface sheet runoff. 

Fill restrictions shall not apply to improvement and reasonable transition 
grading on existing tracts or lots of five acres or less located within existing 
recognized subdivisions that have not experienced any reported inundation of 
structures constructed after July 2, 1979. 

3. No encroachments, including fill for development or other purposes, new 
construction, substantial improvements or other type of developments, will be 
allowed unless a technical evaluation demonstrates that the proposed 
encroachments will not reduce the ability of the floodplain to store or convey 
stormwater. Additionally, encroachment shall not increase the existing FEMA BFE 
and/or CD FE, whichever is higher. A technical evaluation shall include any one or 
a combination of the following methods: 
a. For developments with proposed on-site fill and excavation construction (no 

imported or off- site fill), a before and after development construction grading 
plan shall be provided to show no decrease in the existing flood volume 
storage capacity below the FEMA BFE and/or the CD FE, whichever is higher 
along with the following restrictions. 
(1) Fill shall not be used to restrict the existing channel cross-sectional area. 
(2) For channels with intermittent flow, the excavation site shall drain to the 

existing adjacent channel. 
(3) For channels with continuous flow, the excavation sites shall drain to the 

existing channel. 
(4) For mitigation purposes, no credit shall be given for that portion of the 

excavation that is lower than the existing channel. 
(5) For cases in which an area or pond is utilized for both on-site stormwater 

detention and fill mitigation, no fill mitigation credit shall be given for that 
portion of the excavation required to detain the increase in runoff volume 
(e.g., cubic feet) from the existing to proposed development conditions for 
the 100-year event. 

(6) For developments requiring imported or off-site fill in addition to the 
excavation, grading, and fill requirements outlined above, an Offsite 
Drainage Assessment (See Sec. 7:15.24.B, Designation of Floodplain 
Conveyance Zones) shall be performed to show no increase in the CD FE. 

(7) Use of off-site fill mitigation credits. Sites that have been graded and 
stabilized in a manner that provides additional floodplain storage may be 
approved by the Engineering Department to establish fill mitigation credits 
that may be used by developments where an Offsite Drainage Assessment 
(See 15.24.B) has been performed to show no decrease in the existing 
flood volume storage capacity below the FEMA BFE and/or the CD FE, 
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whichever is higher. Floodplain storage volume used for mitigation 
purposes shall be considered as a three-dimensional space between 
ground elevation (or static water surface elevation for a wet pond) and the 
FEMA BFE and/or the CD FE, that can be filled and emptied during flood 
events and used to offset fill placement between pre-development ground 
elevation and the FEMA BFE and/or the CD FE. All sales of fill mitigation 
credits shall be recorded in the East Baton Rouge Clerk of Courts Office 
and disclosed to the Engineering Department prior to the issuance of 
permits. The owner of the fill mitigation credits, through his licensed design 
professional, shall be responsible for tracking the balance of credits. All fill 
mitigation credit areas shall be dedicated within a servitude which shall not 
be developed and shall be perpetually maintained to provide floodplain 
storage volume. The maximum amount of time an excavated fill mitigation 
credit area established after March 1, 2018, may continue to sell credits 
shall be 10 years from the recordation of the sale of the initial credits, or 
until a new effective FIRM base flood elevation is established, whichever 
occurs first. 

G. No building shall be constructed over an existing identified natural drain as 
determined by the Engineering Department. 

H. The surface of parking lots and streets in subdivisions of more than five lots, shall not 
be constructed lower than two feet below the FEMA BFE and/or CD FE, whichever is 
higher. Street curb elevations shall be no lower than the hydraulic grade line of the ten 
percent storm. Parking spaces that are in excess of the required minimum spaces that 
do not provide emergency vehicle access to buildings can be built lower than the 
grade requirements herein. 

I. When the subsurface stormwater systems are available and designed to 
accommodate the flow of stormwater runoff: 
1. Except in single-family residential developments, all paved parking areas shall be 

graded and sloped so that the storm water runoff is conducted to trench drains or 
catch basins that are connected to the stormwater system. 

2. No sheet flow from paved parking areas on lots greater than one-third acre, but 
less than five acres, shall be allowed to drain directly into the street or street catch 
basins. 

3. Sheet flow from paved parking areas on lots greater than five acres, in addition to 
the foregoing requirements, shall be directed into a storm drain and catch basin 
system designed for this area which shall be connected to the existing stormwater 
system, or if the aforesaid system is inadequate, it shall be designed to include an 
on-site detention/retention area for stormwater runoff. The design of stormwater 
facilities shall be submitted to the Engineering Department for approval. 

The Engineering Department may grant a waiver of the provisions of this 
subsection when it is demonstrated that the applicable existing streets have been 
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designed to accommodate the stormwater runoff from paved parking areas and 
adequate catch basins and inlets are available. 

J. For new development or redevelopment which incorporates a perimeter drainage 
system that is designed to intercept and redirect storm water runoff away from 
adjacent properties, the perimeter drainage systems shall be completely constructed 
and functional prior to the construction of other improvements within the 
development or redevelopment. The perimeter drainage system shall be maintained 
to be fully functional for the duration of construction. 

K. All drainage systems that are designed to convey stormwater runoff from public 
rights-of-way or significant offsite areas (as determined by the Floodplain 
Administrator) shall be dedicated to the City of St. George for public maintenance. 
Proposed public drainage improvements shall be in the form of sub-surface storm 
drain pipe, built in accordance with City of St. George standard specifications and 
details. No open-channel conveyance systems shall be accepted for public 
maintenance. 

L. Detention ponds shall be designed and constructed for ease of public maintenance 
access. A public drainage servitude through the center of the pond shall be provided 
for the City of St. George to ensure positive drainage is maintained within the 
servitude. It shall be the responsibility of the person(s) or entity(ies) responsible for the 
development to keep all other portions of the ponds dredged, and the banks 
maintained, in accordance with the recommendations included in the Stormwater 
Management Plan approved by the Engineering Department. 

M. All new development shall pose no adverse impact by redirecting or increasing pre-
development storm water runoff into adjacent properties. No permits for 
development shall be issued until the Engineering Department verifies the permit 
documents are accompanied by a grading plan that addresses post-development 
storm water runoff. Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy for a building, or 
approval of a final plat, the Engineering Department shall verify the post- 
development stormwater runoff plan has been implemented. 

(Ord. No. 2025-022, 5-13-2025) 

Sec. 7:15.22. Standards for Subdivision Proposals 
A. All subdivision proposals including the placement of manufactured home parks and 

subdivisions shall be consistent with Chapter 15, Secs. 7:15.1.2, 7:15.1.3, and 7:15.19 of 
this ordinance. 

B. All proposals for the development of subdivisions including the placement of 
manufactured home parks and subdivisions shall meet Floodplain Development Permit 
requirements of Chapter 15, Sec. 7:15.3; 7:15.11; and the provisions of Chapter 15, Sec. 
7:15.20-21, of this ordinance. 

C. Base flood elevation data shall be generated for subdivision proposals and other 
proposed development including the placement of manufactured home parks and 
subdivisions which is greater than 50 lots or 5 acres, whichever is lesser, if not otherwise 
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provided pursuant to Chapter 15, Sec. 7:15.7.1, or Chapter 15, Sec. 7:15.10(H) of this 
ordinance. 

(Ord. No. 2025-022, 5-13-2025) 

Sec. 7:15.23. Standards for Areas of Shallow Flooding (AO/AH Zones) 
Located within the FEMA SFHAs are areas expected to experience shallow flooding during 
the one percent storm event. These areas, which are designated as AO or AH on the FIRM, 
have special flood hazards associated with base flood depths of one to three feet where a 
clearly defined channel does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable, and 
where velocity flow may be evident. Such flooding is characterized by-ponding or sheet flow; 
therefore, the following provisions shall apply: 

A. All new construction and substantial improvements of residential structures shall have 
the lowest floor (including basement) elevated above the highest adjacent grade at 
least one foot above the highest of the following: 
1. the depth number specified in feet on the FIRM (at least two feet if no depth 

number is specified) 
2. the record inundation, 
3. the highest cross-sectional point at the lowest street cross-section along the 

frontage of the property, or 
4. the top of the lower of the first upstream or downstream sanitary sewer manholes 

to the service connection. 
B. All new construction and substantial improvements of nonresidential structures: 

1. Shall have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated above the highest 
adjacent grade at least one foot above the highest of the following: the depth 
number specified in feet on the community's FIRM (at least two feet if no depth 
number is specified) the record inundation, the highest cross-sectional point at the 
lowest street cross-section along the frontage of the property, or the top of the 
lower of the first upstream or downstream sanitary sewer manholes to the service 
connection; or 

2. Together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities, shall be designed so that 
below at least one foot above the highest of the following: the FEMA BFE, CD FE, 
the record inundation, the highest cross-sectional point at the lowest street cross-
section along the frontage of the property, or the top of the lowest first upstream 
or downstream sanitary sewer manholes to the service connection the structure is 
water tight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water and with 
structural components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic and 
hydrodynamic loads and the effects of buoyancy. 

C. A registered professional engineer or architect shall submit certification to the 
Floodplain Administrator that the standards of this section are satisfied. 

D. Adequate drainage paths around structures on slopes to guide floodwaters around 
and away from proposed structures shall be provided. 

(Ord. No. 2025-022, 5-13-2025) 
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Sec. 7:15.24. Floodways 
Floodways located within FEMA SFHAs, are designated as regulatory floodways. Since these 
are extremely hazardous areas due to the velocity of floodwaters, which carry debris, 
potential projectiles, and erosion potential, the following provisions shall apply: 

A. Encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements, and other 
development, shall be prohibited within regulatory floodways, unless, it has been 
demonstrated through hydrologic and hydraulic analyses performed in accordance 
with standard engineering practice that the proposed encroachment would not result 
in any increase in flood levels within the community during the occurrence of the base 
flood discharge. 

B. If Sec. 7:15.23.A, above, is satisfied, all new construction and substantial 
improvements shall comply with all applicable flood hazard reduction provisions of 
Sections 15.18, Flood Prevention, through 15.23, Floodways. 

C. Under the provisions of 44 CFR Chapter 1, Section 65.12 of the National Flood 
Insurance Regulations, a community may permit encroachments within the adopted 
regulatory floodway that would result in an increase in base flood elevations provided 
that the community first applies for a conditional FIRM and floodway revision through 
FEMA. 

D. Permitted Uses. The following uses may be allowed within the limits of the regulatory 
floodway provided that they are not prohibited by any other ordinance or zoning 
restriction: 
1. Agricultural uses such as general farming, pasturing, outdoor plant nurseries, 

horticulture, forestry, and sod farming; 
2. Nonstructural industrial and commercial uses such as loading areas, parking areas, 

and landing strips; 
3. Nonstructural public and private recreational uses such as golf courses, tennis 

courts, driving ranges, ball fields, archery ranges, picnic grounds, parks and 
gardens, biking and hiking trails, and horseback riding; 

4. Uses or accessory structures essential for historic preservation providing they 
comply with the provisions of Sections 15.24.A and 15.24.B; 

5. Extraction of sand, gravel, or other natural resources; 
6. Functionally water-dependent uses such as docks, piers, dams, utility, and pipeline 

crossings; and 
7. Public utilities, streets, and bridges provided that any associated fill complies with 

the provisions of Sec. 7:15.21.F, Use of Fill Material Restricted, and the fill does not 
encroach into the channel area within the limits of mean annual high-water. 

Sec. 7:15.25. Floodplain Conveyance Zones 
In addition to regulatory floodways, the City of St. George shall establish Floodplain 
Conveyance Zones using hydraulic and hydrologic modeling and analysis. The Floodplain 
Conveyance Zones are areas determined to be critical to the conveyance and storage of 
flood water discharges. As such, the following provisions shall apply: 
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A. Exemptions 
1. The exemptions for the Use of Fill Materials Restrictions in Sec. 7:15.21.F shall also 

apply to this Section. 
2. Preliminary plats, site plans or development plans approved prior to April 1, 2023 

may allow for improvements within the conveyance zone area, in accordance with 
documents approved by the governing authority; 

B. Designation of Floodplain Conveyance Zones. Floodplain Conveyance Zones shall be 
established by the City of St. George and made available on the EBRGIS Open Data 
website: https://data.brla.gov/. The initial Floodplain Conveyance Zones map shall be 
dated April 1, 2023 and have an effective date of April 1, 2023. The Floodplain 
Conveyance Zones are identified using the City existing conditions 2D models as 
areas which are critical to the conveyance and storage of flood discharges and which, 
for the 100-year event, have a flood depth of at least 0.5 feet and/or a velocity of at 
least 0.5 feet per second with a depth of at least 0.25 feet. 

C. Offsite Drainage Assessment. For any proposed development within a Floodplain 
Conveyance Zone, the City of St. George shall perform or have performed an Offsite 
Drainage Assessment (ODA) to assess the proposed development’s flood impacts 
outside of and beyond the proposed boundaries of the development. Proposed 
development shall demonstrate no increase the existing peak water surface elevations 
for the 2-, 10two-, ten-, 25-, and 100-year storm events. No increase shall be defined as 
an increase in water surface elevation of less than 0.00 feet in the post-construction 
simulations as compared to the pre- construction simulations. 

Sec. 7:15.25. Stream Setbacks 
The purpose of these regulations is to protect natural and overland drainage ways by 
establishing a barrier between stream corridors and development to: protect the physical 
integrity of stream ecosystems; preserve habitats; improve water quality; protect structures; 
control erosion and run-off; preserve the potential for recreational enhancements; and 
preserve space for future channel improvements, restoration, or naturalization activities. 

A. Establishment of Stream Segments and Stream Setbacks 
1. Major Stream Segments. Stream segments shall include all streams identified in 

the “Drainage and Stormwater” map on the EBRGIS Open Data website. 
2. Stream Setbacks. Stream setbacks shall be established around all identified stream 

segments. Stream setback widths shall be determined by taking one-half of the 
average width from top of bank to top of bank, for the length of the stream 
segment running through the property, or its abutting property line. The minimum 
setback shall be 35 feet or the existing drainage servitude, whichever is greater, 
and the maximum setback shall be 100 feet. Stream segments, dimensions, and 
setbacks shall be confirmed and formally designated on any subdivision plat or 
development plan. 
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B. Applicability. The provisions of this section shall be applicable to all new development 
located within the City of St. George. Exempt development types include any of the 
following: 
1. Preliminary plats, site plans or development plans approved prior to April 1, 2023 

may allow for improvements within the stream setback area, in accordance with 
documents approved by the governing authority; 

2. Minor or major utilities, as approved by Engineering Director; or 
3. Activities associated with restoration and enhancement of a stream corridor, as 

approved by the Engineering Director. 
C. Development Standards 

1. Allowable Improvements. Development shall be limited to improvements that have 
No Adverse Impact on the stream corridor. Improvements shall be related to 
recreation, public enjoyment, and protection of the stream corridor, including but 
not limited to the following: 
a. Conservation uses, wildlife sanctuaries, nature preserves, forest preserves, 

fishing areas, and passive areas of parklands; 
b. Bicycle and pedestrian trails, limited to a maximum width of 12 feet; 
c. Crossings (paved and unpaved) for pedestrian, bicycle, golf cart, and other 

similar uses, limited to a maximum width of 12 feet; 
d. Recreational fields, parkland areas, and golf course fairways; 
e. Non-habitable accessory structures, such as decks, gazebos, picnic tables, play 

equipment, and small concrete slabs no larger than 100 square feet and 4 
inches thick to accommodate such structures; 

f. Fill mitigation, as defined by Sec. 7:15.21.F, and as approved by Engineering 
Director in accordance with Engineering Department policy; and 

g. Other improvements approved by the Engineering Director that meet the 
intent of this section. 

2. Crossing the Stream Setback shall be minimized, crossing at skewed angles shall 
be avoided, and the length and area disturbed shall be restricted to the maximum 
extent feasible. 

3. Any portion of the Stream Setback shall count towards open space requirements 
in the Unified Development Code. 

D. Maintenance. Unless otherwise accepted by the City of St. George, any maintenance 
of the Stream Setback shall be the responsibility of the property owner. 

(Ord. No. 2025-022, 5-13-2025) 

Sec. 7:15.27. Acronyms 
A. Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) 
B. Base Flood Elevation (BFE) 
C. Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
D. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
E. Community Defined Special Flood Hazard Areas (CD SFHAs) 
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F. Community Defined Flood Elevation (CD FE) 
G. Drainage Impact Study (DIS) 
H. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
I. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
J. First Floor (FF) 
K. Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) 
L. Flood Insurance Study (FIS) 
M. Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) 
N. National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
O. North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) 
P. Offsite Drainage Assessment (ODA) 
Q. Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) 
R. Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) 
S. Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
T. Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) 
U. United States Code (USC) 
V. United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
W. Water Quality Impact Study (WQIS) 
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CHAPTER 16 – RESERVED 
 

(Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 
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CHAPTER 17 – PARKING AND LOADING 

Sec. 7:17.1. Purpose 
The purpose of this chapter is to reduce hazards to public safety and to ensure efficient traffic 
flow by establishing standards for motor vehicle parking, bicycle parking and loading areas. 

Sec. 7:17.2. Applicability 

Sec. 7:17.2.1. General 
A. Except where expressly provided for otherwise, all uses in all zoning districts shall provide 

off-street parking as set forth in this chapter. 
B. No parking area, driveway, or access shall be constructed or expanded except in 

accordance with this ordinance without regard to whether it is used to provide required 
parking spaces. 

Sec. 7:17.2.2. Off-street Parking Credit for Older Buildings and Uses 
In order to encourage the reuse of existing buildings, any building constructed prior to 
November 20, 1996 having fewer spaces than required shall be credited with the parking 
required for the last legally permitted use without regard to the number of parking spaces, if 
any, that actually exist on the site. 

Sec. 7:17.2.3. Adjustments to Requirements 
In the event there is any conflict between the parking requirements set forth in the regulations 
of any applicable overlay district and those found in this chapter, the regulations of the 
specific overlay district shall apply. 

Sec. 7:17.3. General Provisions 

Sec. 7:17.3.1. Zoning Classification 
All parking areas shall be located within a district which permits the use that such parking 
serves, or in a district that permits parking as a principle use. 

Sec. 7:17.3.2. Parking Plan 
In the event that the Planning Director determines that the evaluation of compliance with the 
parking requirements of this ordinance requires a parking plan, no new use may commence 
until a plan, drawn to scale and showing parking facilities and spaces, is provided and it has 
been determined that the parking provided is sufficient. 

Sec. 7:17.3.3. Use of Parking Spaces 
Required parking spaces shall not be used for the storage or sale of merchandise, vehicles for 
sale, or vehicle repair. Spaces allocated for these activities shall be designated on a parking 
plan. 
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Sec. 7:17.3.4. Multiple Uses on Same Lot 
When computing the number of parking spaces required on a lot with more than one use, 
the total number of required spaces shall be the sum of the number of parking spaces 
required for each use evaluated individually, including any adjustments made under the 
alternative parking provisions of Sec. 7:17.4.1B, Motor Vehicle Parking Modifications. 

Sec. 7:17.3.5. Fractional Spaces 
When determination of the number of parking or loading spaces required by this ordinance 
results in a fractional number, any fraction shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number. 

Sec. 7:17.4. Motor Vehicle Parking Requirements 

Sec. 7:17.4.1. Minimum Motor Vehicle Parking 
A. Standard Requirements. Every use shall include the number of motor vehicle parking 

spaces indicated under the classifications and formulas set forth in Table 7:17.A, Minimum 
Parking Requirements. 

B. Motor Vehicle Parking Modifications. The Planning Director may modify the parking 
requirements in Table 7:17.A, Minimum Parking Requirements, when an applicant submits 
parking data illustrating that the standards do not accurately apply to a specific 
development. The data submitted for an alternative parking plan shall include, at a 
minimum, the size and type of the proposed development, and the anticipated peak and 
average parking loads of all uses. The Planning Director may approve a parking 
requirement that is based on: 
1. An analysis conducted using the Urban Land Institute’s data and methodology as 

described in the most recent version of the publication Shared Parking; or, 
2. The data and methodology as described in the latest version of the Institute of 

Transportation Engineers publication Parking Generation; or, 
3. An alternative analysis that the Planning Director deems to have met the requirements 

of this section. 

Table 7:17.A. 
Minimum Parking Requirements 

Use 

Character Area Overlay 

Notes 
Rural or 

Suburban Urban City Center 

Residential Uses 
(except as listed 
below) 

2 per unit 2 per unit 1 per unit 

No spaces 
required for 
existing lots of 
record less than 
30 feet in width 
(except single-
unit attached 
dwellings) 
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Use 

Character Area Overlay 

Notes 
Rural or 

Suburban Urban City Center 

Assisted Living 
Center 

2 per 3 beds 2 per 3 beds 2 per 3 beds  

Fraternity/Sorority 2 per bedroom 2 per bedroom 2 per bedroom  

Group living 
1 per 300 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 300 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 300 SF of 

GFA 

Facilities 
approved through 
a Reasonable 
Accommodation 
utilize the parking 
requirements of a 
single-unit 
detached 
dwelling 

Multi-unit 
dwelling (Studio, 
1 bedroom) 

1 per unit 1 per unit 1 per unit  

Multi-unit 
dwelling 
(2 bedroom) 

2 per unit 1.5 per unit 1 per unit  

Multi-unit 
dwelling 
(3 bedroom) 

2.5 per unit 2 per unit 1 per unit  

Multi-unit 
dwelling 
(4 bedroom) 

4 per unit + 10% 
additional 

spaces 

4 per unit + 10% 
additional 

spaces 
1 per unit  

Single-unit 
attached dwelling 

2.25 per unit 2.25 per unit 1 per unit  

Office Uses 
(except as listed 
below) 

1 per 300 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 400 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 400 SF of 
GFA 

 

Medical 
Office/Clinic 

1 per 200 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 250 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 250 SF of 
GFA 

 

Veterinary Office 
1 per 250 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 350 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 350 SF of 

GFA 
 

Commercial Uses 
(except as listed 
below) 

1 per 250 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 330 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 330 SF of 
GFA 

 

Antique Store 
1 per 500 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 500 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 500 SF of 

GFA 
 

Art Gallery and 
Studio 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 
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Use 

Character Area Overlay 

Notes 
Rural or 

Suburban Urban City Center 

Bed and Breakfast 
1 per guestroom 

+ residential 
required parking 

1 per guestroom 1 per guestroom  

Building Material 
Sales 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

 

Car Wash (self-
service) 

1 per bay 1 per bay 1 per bay  

Day Care Facility 
1 per 300 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 400 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 400 SF of 

GFA 
 

Furniture Store 
1 per 500 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 1,000 SF 

of GFA 
1 per 1,000 SF 

of GFA 
 

Gaming 

1 per 50 SF floor 
area + 1 per 100 

SF employee 
area 

1 per 50 SF floor 
area + 1 per 100 

SF employee 
area 

1 per 50 SF floor 
area + 1 per 100 

SF employee 
area 

 

Health and Fitness 
Facility 

1 per 150 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 250 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 250 SF of 
GFA 

 

Heavy Equipment 
Sales and Service 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

 

Hotel and Motel 

1 per guestroom 
+ 1 per 300 SF 

conference, 
banquet, 
restaurant 

1 per guestroom 
+ 1 per 300 SF 

conference, 
banquet, 
restaurant 

1 per guestroom 
+ 1 per 400 SF 

conference only 
 

Kennel 
1 per 400 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 400 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 400 SF of 

GFA 
 

Mini-storage 
3 spaces + 1 per 

100 storage 
units 

3 spaces + 1 per 
100 storage 

units 

3 spaces + 1 per 
100 storage 

units 
 

Office/ 
Warehouse 

1 per 300 SF 
GFA office/sales 

+ 1 per 4,000 
GFA 

storage/inventor
y space 

1 per 300 SF 
GFA office/sales 

+ 1 per 4,000 
GFA 

storage/inventor
y space 

1 per 300 SF 
GFA office/sales 

+ 1 per 4,000 
GFA 

storage/inventor
y space 

Where the use is a 
combination and 
neither clearly 
predominates 

Reception Hall 
1 per 50 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 

1 per 50 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 

1 per 50 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 
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Use 

Character Area Overlay 

Notes 
Rural or 

Suburban Urban City Center 

Restaurant and 
Bar 

1 per 150 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 250 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 250 SF of 
GFA 

Parking required 
for active patio 
and outdoor 
seating areas 
when provided 

Theater 1 per 5 seats 1 per 7 seats 1 per 7 seats  

Vehicle Sales 

1 per 500 indoor 
SF of GFA + 1 
per 10,000 SF 

outdoor lot area 
+ 3 per repair 

bay 

1 per 500 indoor 
SF of GFA + 1 
per 10,000 SF 

outdoor lot area 
+ 3 per repair 

bay 

1 per 500 indoor 
SF of GFA + 1 
per 10,000 SF 

outdoor lot area 
+ 3 per repair 

bay 

 

Vehicle Service 3 per bay 3 per bay 3 per bay  

Public/ 
Institutional Uses 
(except as listed 
below) 

as determined 
by the Planning 

Director 

as determined 
by the Planning 

Director 

as determined 
by the Planning 

Director 
 

Community 
Center 

1 per 50 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 

1 per 50 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 

1 per 50 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 
 

Convention 
Center 

1 per 50 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 

1 per 65 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 

1 per 65 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 
 

Hospital 
1 per 400 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 500 SF of 

GFA 
1 per 500 SF of 

GFA 
 

Library and 
Museum 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

1 per 500 SF of 
GFA 

 

Passenger 
Terminal (airport, 
bus/train) 

1 per 500 SF of 
passenger 

seating area 

1 per 1,000 SF 
of passenger 
seating area 

1 per 1,000 SF 
of passenger 
seating area 

 

Religious 
Institution 

1 per 50 SF of 
assembly 
floor area 

1 per 65 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 

1 per 65 SF of 
assembly floor 

area 
 

Industrial Uses 
(except as listed 
below) 

1 per 600 SF of 
GFA (office) + 1 
per 4,000 SF of 
GFA (non-office) 

1 per 600 SF of 
GFA (office) + 1 
per 4,000 SF of 
GFA (non-office) 

1 per 600 SF of 
GFA (office) + 1 
per 4,000 SF of 
GFA (non-office) 

Where the 
principal use is 
warehouse or 
industrial 

Warehouse and 
Wholesale 

1 per 1,250 SF 
of GFA 

1 per 1,250 SF 
of GFA 

1 per 1,250 SF 
of GFA 

 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:17.4.2. Maximum Motor Vehicle Parking 
In order to minimize the adverse impacts caused by improving large areas with impervious 
surfaces, including increased storm water run-off, urban heat island effects, and nonpoint 
source pollution, excess parking shall not exceed 125 percent of the minimum parking 
requirement unless: 

A. The development utilizes pervious paving materials for the excess parking; 
B. Alternative methods that use vegetative plantings to capture and filter the first flush of 

a 25-year storm event, such as rain gardens, infiltration trenches, or similar methods 
approved by the Engineering Director, are used; or, 

C. Structured parking or new parking spaces located on-street represent the excess 
parking spaces provided. 

Sec. 7:17.4.3. Handicapped Accessible Parking 
Every use shall include the number of handicapped accessible parking spaces set forth in 
Table 7:17.B, Handicap Accessible Parking Requirements, below. The location and design of 
such spaces shall conform to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Table 7:17.B. 
Handicapped Accessible Parking Requirements 

Total Parking Spaces Required Handicapped Accessible Parking Spaces 

1—25 1 

26—50 2 

51—75 3 

76—100 4 

101—150 5 

151—200 6 

201—300 7 

301—400 8 

401—500 9 

501-1,000 2% of total 

over 1,000 20 plus one for each 100 standard spaces over 1,000 

Sec. 7:17.4.4. Motor Vehicle Parking Reductions 
The following reductions are available upon a showing that the required conditions have 
been met. 

A. Transit Availability. Locations within a 1000-foot walking distance of a transit stop 
approved by the transit provider providing both shade and seating may reduce the 
total number of required parking spaces by 5 percent. Walking distance shall be 
measured along a clear walking path along sidewalks and pathways, including 
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designated crosswalks, from the primary entrance of the use to the transit boarding 
location. 

B. Structured Parking. Where parking is provided in a structure, the required total 
number of spaces may be reduced by 10 percent. 

C. On-Street Parking (Non-Residential Only). On-street parking located at curb locations 
contiguous to a development site may be used to reduce required on-site parking, as 
described below: 
1. Existing On-Street Parking. The amount of off-street parking may be reduced by 

one space for every two existing on- street parking spaces. 
2. Newly Created On-Street Parking. The amount of off-street parking may be 

reduced by one space for every new on-street parking space that is created by a 
development as a result of street widening, dedication of additional right-of-way 
or easement, or other means approved by the Engineering Director. 

3. On-street parking spaces credited for a specific use shall not be used exclusively 
by that use, but shall be available for general public use at all times. No signage or 
actions limiting general public use of on-street spaces shall be permitted. 

D. Tree Preservation. The number of parking spaces required may be reduced by a 
maximum of 5 percent of the total required parking, consistent with the provisions of 
Table 7:17.C, Parking Reduction Credit for Tree Preservation within the area proposed 
for site development, if the tree proposed for preservation is approved by the 
Planning Director and appropriate steps are taken by the developer to ensure the 
tree’s protection during the development process. If, however, the tree is damaged 
during development, no credit shall be granted. Multiple trees may be approved for 
credit. 

Table 7:17.C. 
Parking Reduction Credit for Tree Preservation 

Preserved Tree Diameter at Breast Height Number of Spaces Credited 

6 inches, but less than 12 inches 2 

12 inches, but less than 18 inches 3 

18 inches, but less than 24 inches 4 

24 inches or more 5 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:17.4.5. Alternative Motor Vehicle Parking Arrangements 
In order to accommodate infill development, redevelopment, and flexible parking practices 
within the built environment, the following alternative parking arrangements may be utilized 
to satisfy specific parking needs, but will not be effective until the Planning Director approves 
a parking plan. All parking areas shall be located within a district that permits the use that 
such parking serves or in a district that permits parking as a principle use. 
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A. Off-Site Parking. The Planning Director may approve the location of required parking 
spaces on a separate lot from the lot on which the principal use or uses are located if 
the off-site parking complies with the all of following standards. 
1. Eligible Activities 

a. All Uses. Off-site parking spaces shall be located within 660 feet from the 
primary entrance of the use served. Walking distance is measured along a clear 
walking path along sidewalks and pathways including designated crosswalks 
from the primary entrance of the use to the closest section of the off-site 
parking lot. 

b. Residential Uses. Off-site parking may be used for multi-unit dwellings if both 
the use and the off- site parking spaces are located in the City Center or Urban 
Character Area Overlays. 

2. Agreement 
a. A legally binding written easement or servitude between the owners of record 

of the properties establishing the duration and conditions associated with the 
off-site or shared parking must be created, approved by the Planning Director, 
and recorded with the East Baton Rouge Parish Clerk of Court Recorder’s 
Office. A copy of the new agreement must be filed prior to expiration of the 
current agreement. 

b. An off-site or shared parking agreement may be rescinded only if all required 
off-street parking spaces will be provided in accordance with this Chapter. 

3. Ineligible Activities. Off-site parking may not be used to satisfy the off-street 
parking requirements for residential uses (except for guest parking or as noted 
above), convenience stores or bars and lounges. 

B. Valet Parking. The Planning Director may approve valet parking as a means of 
satisfying parking requirements if the valet parking meets all of the following 
standards: 
1. Adequate assurance of the continued operation of the valet parking, such as a 

contractual agreement for valet services or the tenant’s affidavit agreeing to 
provide such services, is provided; 

2. An equivalent number of valet spaces are available to replace the required parking 
spaces. Such valet spaces do not require individual striping, and may utilize 
tandem or mass parking of vehicles; 

3. The valet operation, if used to satisfy the requirements of this chapter, must remain 
in effect while the use is in operation; and, 

4. If valet parking is located off premises, the off premises lot must have a valid 
agreement for use of the off premise parking lot(s) satisfying the standards as 
described above in Sec. 7:17.4.5.A.2. 

C. An alternative parking arrangement may be amended by following the same 
procedure required for the original approval. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:17.5. Motor Vehicle Parking Design Standards 

Sec. 7:17.5.1. General 
A. All parking facilities shall meet the following criteria: 

1. No parking spaces shall be located within sight distance triangles. 
2. No parking spaces may be permitted closer to the roadway edge or curb than ten 

feet. 
3. When parking is proposed perpendicular to a public sidewalk or property line, barrier 

curbing shall be installed two feet, six inches from the sidewalk or property line to 
prevent the vehicle from overhanging the sidewalk or property line and ensure 
maintenance of the clearance requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

4. All parking entrances, exits, and aisles shall have white directional arrow pavement 
markings with materials that meet the guidelines of the Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD). All regulatory and warning signage shall be of the type 
universally recognized as shown in the MUTCD. 

B. Wreckers, buses (other than school buses used primarily for transporting school children), 
trucks and semitrailers with more than two axles and a payload capacity of more than 
3,500 pounds are prohibited from parking on the drive, in the front yard, or adjacent to 
any lot in the R-1, R-4, R-6, R-9, or R-29 zoning districts. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:17.5.2. Locational Standards for Parking Areas 
A. Single-Unit Detached or Zero Lot Line Dwellings 

1. For any single-unit detached or zero lot line dwelling, motor vehicle parking and 
maneuvering areas shall not be located in any required yard adjacent to a public 
street (other than an alley) except in an access/driveway or on a parking area adjacent 
to that driveway that complies with the provisions of this section. Any structure 
designed to shield or shelter a motor vehicle that projects into any required yard shall 
comply with the requirements of the district. 

2. Parking for single-unit detached or zero lot line dwellings may be permitted on drives 
off of an alleyway as long as the area designated for such parking is designed 
consistent with the dimensional requirements for parking stalls shown in Table 7:17.D, 
Standard Parking Dimensional Requirements. 

3. The front loaded garage or carport face shall be set back a minimum of 25’ from the 
street right-of-way, private servitude of access, or back of sidewalk when the sidewalk 
is located within a right-of-way or private servitude of access, whichever is least 
restrictive (see Figure 7:17.1). This setback shall not be varied without a letter of no 
objection from the Engineering Director or as approved within a Planned District or 
Planned Overlay. 
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B. Uses Other than Single-Unit Detached or Zero Lot Line Dwellings. Surface motor vehicle 
parking and maneuvering areas shall be located as follows, based on the Character Area 
Overlays: 
1. All Character Area Overlays. A standard parking space shall be an area sufficient in size 

to store one automobile (see Table 7:17.D and 17.E) that is connected to a street or 
alley by an aisle and/or driveway designed in such a manner that adequate 
maneuvering areas are provided and backing onto or off the street is prohibited. 

2. Suburban. Parking shall not be located in any required yard adjacent to a public street 
(other than an alley) or any required buffer yard or open space. 

3. Urban or City Center 
a. No parking shall be located in any required buffer yard or open space. 
b. Parking shall not be located in any required yard adjacent to a public street except 

when a wall, hedge, or decorative fence is located along the property line abutting 
the street which is not less than three feet in height, screens the parking area, and 
defines the edge of the pedestrian corridor as required in Sec. 7:18.3.4, Street 
Yard. 

Figure 7:17.1. 
Garage Setback 

 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:17.5.3. Design Standards for Parking Areas 
A. Single-Unit Detached or Zero Lot Line Dwellings 

1. Surfacing 
a. All driveways, accesses, and parking areas must be paved with durable all-weather 

materials, such as concrete or asphalt, and designed to maintain proper drainage. 
Alternative materials meeting the criteria below may be approved by the 
Engineering Department with a paved apron: 
(1) in the Rural Character Area Overlay; 
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(2) in areas outside the city limits; or, 
(3) within the critical root zone of a qualifying tree as outlined in the Landscape 

Chapter of this ordinance. 
b. Shall be permitted to construct driveways that consist of two concrete wheel strips, 

each of which is at least 18 inches wide and at least 20 feet long. Groundcover 
shall be planted between the strips; gravel or loose rock between the strips shall 
be prohibited. 

2. Driveway or Access. Any surface, as approved by the Engineering Director, used for 
parking or maneuvering a vehicle and which is located in any required yard abutting a 
public street shall be limited to a driveway or access installed perpendicular or nearly 
perpendicular to the abutting street. The width and number of such driveways or 
accesses per zoning lot shall be limited as follows: 
a. On lots at least 100 feet wide 

(1) No more than two, with a maximum width of 20 feet each and located on 
separate streets if a corner lot. 

(2) No more than two, with a maximum width of 20 feet each and separated by at 
least 50 feet of street frontage if located on the same street. 

b. On lots at least 75 feet wide but less than 100 feet wide 
(1) No more than two, with a maximum width of 20 feet each and located on 

separate streets if a corner lot. 
(2) No more than two, with a maximum width of 10 feet each and separated by at 

least 25 feet of street frontage if located on the same street. 
c. On lots at least 40 feet wide but less than 75 feet wide 

(1) No more than one, with a maximum width of 20 feet. 
(2) No more than two, with a maximum width of ten feet each and located on 

separate streets if a corner lot. 
(3) No more than two, with a maximum width of ten feet each and separated by at 

least 15 feet of street frontage if located on the same street. 
d. On lots at least 30 feet wide but less than 40 feet wide 

(1) One car garage/carport: No more than one, with a maximum width of 10 feet. 
(2) Two car garage/carport: No more than one, with a maximum width of 20 feet. 

e. On lots less than 30 feet wide, if located on a corner lot, driveway should be 
located along the longer street frontage. 
(1) One car garage/carport: No more than one, with a maximum width of 10 feet. 
(2) Two car garage/carport: No more than one, with a maximum width of 18 feet. 

B. Single-Unit Attached and Two-Unit Dwellings 
a. One car garage/carport: No driveway or access shall occupy more than 50 percent of 

the yard providing access (see Figure 7:17.5). 
b. Two car garage/carport: No driveway or access shall occupy more than 75 percent of 

the yard providing access. (see Figure 7:17.6). 
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C. All Other Uses 
1. Surfacing. All driveways, accesses, and parking areas must be paved with durable all-

weather materials, such as concrete or asphalt, and designed to maintain proper 
drainage. Alternative materials meeting the criteria below may be approved by the 
Engineering Department with a paved apron: 
a. in the Rural Character Area Overlay; or, 
b. within the critical root zone of a qualifying tree as outlined in the Landscape 

Chapter of this ordinance. 
2. Landscaping and Screening. Landscaping and screening of parking areas shall be 

provided in accordance with the requirements of Sections 18.3.4, Street Yards, and 
18.3.5, Parking Lot Landscaping. 

3. Lighting. All parking area lighting shall be provided in accordance with the 
requirements of Sec. 7:14.6, Outdoor Lighting. 

4. Marking. Parking spaces shall be striped on pavement or designated with some other 
form of permanent marking. 

5. Dimensions of Parking Spaces 
a. All minimum requirements as to size, angle, and placement of parking spaces 

located on surface lots shall be as set forth in Tables 17.D, Standard Parking 
Dimensional Requirements, or 17.E, Compact Parking Dimensional Requirements, 
and illustrated in Figure 7:17.6, Minimum Parking Dimensions, unless alternative 
dimensions indicated on a parking plan designed and sealed by a licensed design 
professional have been approved by the Engineering Director. 

b. The minimum dimensional requirements of parking spaces in a structured parking 
facility and shown on a parking plan designed and sealed by a professional 
engineer shall be established by the Engineering Director. 

d. Any parking area may include spaces designed for compact vehicles, subject to 
the following limitations: 
(1) No more than 20% of the number of minimum required parking spaces may be 

satisfied by providing compact spaces. 
(2) Each compact space shall be clearly identified with markings placed on the 

surface of the parking space and with a sign restricting it for compact vehicles 
only. 
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Figure 7:17.2. 
Driveway Access on Lots at Least 100 Feet Wide 

 

Figure 7:17.3. 
Driveway Access on Lots at 75 to 100 Feet Wide 
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Figure 7:17.4. 
Driveway Access on Lots at 40 to 75 Feet Wide 

           

Figure 7:17.5. 
Driveway Access for one car garages/carports 
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Figure 7:17.6. 
Driveway Access for two car garages/carports 

 

Figure 7:17.6. 
Minimum Parking Dimensions 

 

Table 7:17.D. 
Standard Parking Dimensional Requirements 

Parking 
Angle (A)* 

Stall 
Width (B) 

Stall 
Depth (C) 

Aisle Width – 
parking on one 

side (D) 

Aisle Width – 
parking on both 

sides (D) 

Stall Distance 
– Curb to 
Aisle (E) 

0º 9 ft 22 ft 
12 ft (one-way) 
20 ft (two-way) 

12 ft (one-way) 
20 ft (two-way) 

9.0 ft 

45º 9 ft 18 ft 13 ft (one-way) 13 ft (one-way) 18.4 ft 
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Parking 
Angle (A)* 

Stall 
Width (B) 

Stall 
Depth (C) 

Aisle Width – 
parking on one 

side (D) 

Aisle Width – 
parking on both 

sides (D) 

Stall Distance 
– Curb to 
Aisle (E) 

60º 9 ft 18 ft 18 ft (one-way) 18 ft (one-way) 19.6 ft 

70º 9 ft 19 ft 20 ft (one-way) 20 ft (one-way) 20.6 ft 

90º 9 ft 18 ft 22 ft (two-way) 24 ft (two-way) 18.0 ft 
* Letters correspond with the locations shown in Figure 7:17.6, Minimum Parking Dimensions. 

Table 7:17.E. 
Compact Parking Dimensional Requirements 

Parking 
Angle (A)* 

Stall 
Width (B) 

Stall 
Depth (C) 

Aisle Width – 
parking on one 

side (D) 

Aisle Width – 
parking on both 

sides (D) 

Stall Distance 
– Curb to 
Aisle (E) 

0º 8.5 ft 18.0 ft 
11 ft (one-way) 
20 ft (two-way) 

11 ft (one-way) 
20 ft (two-way) 

8.5 ft 

45º 7.5 ft 16.5 ft 12 ft (one-way) 12 ft (one-way) 17.0 ft 

60º 7.5 ft 16.5 ft 16 ft (one-way) 16 ft (one-way) 18.0 ft 

70º 7.5 ft 17.0 ft 18 ft (one-way) 18 ft (one-way) 18.5 ft 

90º 7.5 ft 16.5 ft 19 ft (two-way) 21 ft (two-way) 16.5 ft 
* Letters correspond with the locations shown in Figure 7:17.6, Minimum Parking Dimensions. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:17.6. Bicycle Parking 

Sec. 7:17.6.1. Minimum Bicycle Parking Requirements 
A. Parking Spaces. Except where indicated otherwise in this ordinance, every use shall 

provide one bicycle parking space for every 20 motor vehicle parking spaces provided to 
a maximum of 50 bicycle parking spaces. The Planning Director may approve a reduction 
in the amount of bicycle parking per Sec. 7:17.4.1.B., Alternative Minimum Parking. 

B. Exemptions. No bicycle parking spaces shall be required for any of the following: 
1. Any single- or two-unit dwelling, or group home. 
2. Any industrial use. 
3. Any use in the Rural Character Area Overlay. 

C. Clustered Bicycle Parking. Locations for bicycle parking spaces required for more than 
one use on the same lot may be clustered if the total number of required bicycle parking 
spaces for each use is satisfied and the parking area is located within 125 feet from the 
main entrance of the principal building as measured along the most direct and safe 
pedestrian access route. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:17.6.2. General Requirements 
A. Maneuvering Areas. All required bicycle parking must meet all of the following minimum 

criteria: 
1. The parking area must accommodate the maneuvering standards set forth in the 

Figure 7:17.7, below, or, for bicycle parking provided with vertical space-saving racks, 
as set forth in Figure 7:17.8, below. 

2. When in use, each parking space must be accessible without moving another, parked 
bicycle. 

3. The maneuvering area provided alongside or behind the bicycle parking spaces may 
extend into portions of a public right-of-way but not those portions established as a 
motor vehicle lane, motor vehicle drive aisle, motor vehicle parking space, or any 
landscaped area. 

B. Surfacing. The surface of the bicycle parking area shall be improved, as approved by the 
Engineering Director, with a hard surface and shall not include any gravel, dirt, sand or 
turf. 

C. Visibility. Whenever the bicycle parking area is not visible from either the street or the 
entrance of the principal building, a sign shall be posted at the entrance of the principal 
building indicating the location of the bicycle parking. 

Figure 7:17.7. 
Minimum Maneuverability Criteria for Bicycle Parking 
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Figure 7:17.8. 
Minimum Maneuverability Criteria for Vertical Racks 

 

Sec. 7:17.6.3. Standards for Bicycle Parking Facilities 
All bicycle parking facilities or racks shall meet the following construction and location 
standards: 

A. The facility or rack shall accommodate securing a bicycle using an industry-standard 
bike lock in compliance with the standards at the time of installation. The bicycle must 
be able to be attached to the rack by the bicycle frame and one wheel using a 
standard bicycle lock without removing a wheel. 

B. The facility or rack shall be securely anchored to the ground or to a structural element 
of a building or structure. 

C. Each space on the facility or rack shall be sufficient to accommodate a bicycle at least 
six feet in length. 

D. The parking area shall be located within 125 feet of the main entrance to the building 
as measured along the most direct pedestrian access route using sidewalks and 
pathways, including designated crosswalks. 
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Sec. 7:17.7. Vehicle Stacking 
Commercial Drive-Thru facilities for which vehicle stacking spaces are required must meet the 
minimum dimensional standards set forth in Table 7:17.F, Vehicle Stacking. 

Table 7:17.F. 
Vehicle Stacking 

Type of Activity Required Stacking Spaces Start Point for Stacking Spaces 

Automated teller 
machine 

2 Teller machine 

Bank teller lane 2 Teller window/tube 

Dry-cleaning/laundry 3 Cleaner/laundry window 

Pharmacy 3 Pharmacy window 

Food service 6 Order box/speaker 

Food service 4* Pick-up window 

Other 

To be determined by Planning 
Director. Such determination shall 
consider any study prepared by a 

registered engineer having 
expertise in transportation 

engineering and provided by the 
special exception applicant. 

To be determined by Planning 
Director. Such determination shall 
consider any study prepared by a 

registered engineer having 
expertise in transportation 

engineering and provided by the 
special exception applicant. 

* These spaces are required in addition to the stacking spaces required to be located behind 
the order box/speaker and shall be located between the pickup window and the order 
box/speaker. 

Sec. 7:17.8. Off-Street Loading 

Sec. 7:17.8.1. General Requirements 
A. Location of Loading Areas and Docks 

1. All required loading areas and docks shall be located on the same lot as the use 
served unless a central loading facility is incorporated as part of a single development. 

2. All loading docks that abut a residential zoning district or are visible from a public 
right-of- way shall be completely screened by building walls, a solid concrete or 
masonry wall, or a door designed to be compatible with the principal building that it 
serves. The screening wall shall not be less than six nor more than eight feet in height. 

3. No loading dock shall be located within 30 feet of the nearest point of intersection of 
any two streets. 

4. No loading areas or docks shall be located in a required front or side yard abutting a 
residential zoning district. 



St. George, Louisiana 
Title 7: Unified Development Code (UDC) 

Chapter 17 –   Last amended 
Parking and Loading 17-20 April 28, 2026 

B. Dimensions of Loading Docks 
1. Unless otherwise specified, a required loading dock shall be at least 12 feet in width 

by at least 35 feet in length exclusive of aisle and maneuvering space, and shall have a 
vertical clearance of at least 19 feet. 

2. Maneuvering aprons for docks shall be at least 60 feet in length. 
3. Access lanes for docks, shall be 14 feet in width for one-way lanes and 24 feet in width 

for two-way lanes. Space dedicated for access lanes may also be considered as space 
for the maneuvering apron. 

C. Access. Each required loading area or dock shall be designed with appropriate means of 
vehicular access to a street or alley in a manner which will least interfere with traffic 
movement, shall be separated from required customer and employee parking, and shall 
be subject to approval by the Engineering Director. 

D. Surfacing. All open loading areas or docks shall be surfaced with a dustless, all-weather 
material capable of bearing a live load of 200 pounds per square foot in accordance with 
standards established by the Engineering Director. 

E. Utilization. Space allocated to any loading use shall not be used to satisfy the space 
requirements for any motor vehicle parking area. 

F. Central Loading. Central loading facilities may be substituted for loading areas or docks 
on individual lots within a development provided that the following criteria are met: 
1. Each lot served shall have direct access to the central loading area or dock without 

crossing streets or alleys at-grade. 
2. The total number of loading areas or docks provided shall meet 75 percent of the 

minimum requirements herein specified for each of the uses served. 
3. No lot served by the central loading facility shall be located no more than 660 feet 

from it. 
4. Any tunnel or ramp connecting the central loading area or dock with the lot served 

shall be a minimum of seven feet in width and have a vertical clearance of not less 
than seven feet. 

Sec. 7:17.8.2. Required Loading Areas 
Except where indicated otherwise in this ordinance, every use listed in Table 7:17.G, Off-
Street Loading Requirements, shall provide the identified number of loading areas or docks 
with each facility being at least 12 feet wide and 35 feet deep with a vertical clearance of 
19 feet. 

Sec. 7:17.8.3. Receiving Areas 
Uses that require loading facilities that are located in buildings with less floor area than the 
minimum described in Table 7:17.G, Off Street Loading Requirements, shall provide 
adequate receiving facilities accessible by motor vehicle off any adjacent alley, service drive, 
or open space on the same zoning lot. 
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Table 7:17.G. 
Off-Street Loading Requirements 

Uses 
Gross Floor Area of all Buildings or 
Structures Served (in square feet) 

Number of 
Loading Areas 

RESIDENTIAL USES (only those listed below) 

Nursing Home, and Continuing 
Care Retirement Community 

Over 10,000 1 

OFFICE USES 

All office uses 
10,000 – 100,000 1 

Each additional 100,000 up to 500,000 1 

COMMERCIAL USES (only those listed below) 

Retail Goods Establishment, 
(wholesale) 

5,000 – 10,000 1 

Hotel/Motel 
10,000 – 100,000 1 

each additional 100,000 1 

Theater 
10,000 – 25,000 1 

each additional 50,000 1 

PUBLIC AND CIVIC USES (only those listed below) 

Amphitheater, Arena, Stadium, 
Conference Center 

Over 10,000 1 

Hospital, Educational Facility 
10,000 – 100,000 1 

Each additional 100,000 1 

INDUSTRIAL USES (only those listed below) 

Manufacturing, Heavy and Light, 
and Warehouse/Wholesale 

5,000 – 10,000 1 

10,000 – 40,000 1 

40,000 – 100,000 2 
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CHAPTER 18 – LANDSCAPE AND TREES 

Sec. 7:18.1. Purpose 
The purpose of this Chapter is to protect and enhance the community’s environmental, 
economic and aesthetic resources consistent with the goals of the City of St. George 
Comprehensive Land Use and Development Plan thereby promoting the public health, safety 
and general welfare of the citizens and contributing to the quality of life by encouraging a 
superior level of design in development. 

Sec. 7:18.2. Applicability of Landscape Requirements 
The landscaping and development standards of this Chapter shall apply to all developments, 
including planned developments, that meet any of the following categories, with exceptions 
granted to agricultural uses and industrial areas as designated by the Plan of Government: 

Sec. 7:18.2.1. Residential 
A. Building a structure that contains three or more dwelling units. 
B. Developing a new parking lot that contains ten or more spaces. 

Sec. 7:18.2.2. Non-residential 
A. Building a structure of greater than 1,000 gross square feet. 
B. Converting a residential structure to non-residential use. 
C. Developing a new parking lot that contains ten or more spaces. 

Sec. 7:18.2.3. Expansions/Renovations 
A. Multi-unit dwelling expansion of ten percent of the number of units or ten units, 

whichever is less. 
B. Cumulative non-residential expansion of a building by more than 2,500 square feet or 

40% of the original building's square footage, whichever is less. 
C. Reconstruction after any voluntary demolition where the value of the new improvements 

is greater than 50% of the assessed value of the building on the property existing prior to 
improvement. 

D. Parking lot expansion (excluding re-striping and re-surfacing) of six spaces or more. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:18.3. Landscape Design Standards 

Sec. 7:18.3.1. Preparation of Landscape Plan 
A. Landscape plans shall be prepared by a Professional Landscape Architect licensed in the 

State of Louisiana and shall bear the Landscape Architect's seal and signature. 
B. All landscape plans shall contain a statement, signed and dated by the preparer, certifying 

that the landscape architect will inspect the landscaping following installation to certify 
that the landscaping was installed in compliance with the approved plan. 
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Sec. 7:18.3.2. Percentage of Landscape Area 
At least ten percent of the developed site area, which is inclusive of the building footprint, 
parking areas, driveways and sidewalks, shall be landscape area. For purposes of this chapter, 
landscape area shall include required and optional plant materials as well as open areas 
covered with grass and/or ground cover. 

Sec. 7:18.3.3. Required Buffers between Abutting Properties 
A. General 

1. Buffers are required between properties when incompatible uses abut each other. The 
purpose of a buffer requirement is to interrupt sight lines from abutting uses. No 
buffer is required when there are multiple uses on the same property. 

2. Buffer widths are designated in Section C. Buffer Standards and shall be calculated 
using the average width of the buffer per 100 feet or portion thereof. The minimum 
width of the buffer at any one point shall not be less than one-half the required width 
of the buffer. 

3. A required buffer shall be measured from the property line and may be located wholly 
or partially within a required setback. Water, sanitary sewer, electrical, telephone, 
natural gas, cable, underground storm drainage systems, or other service lines may be 
located within the buffers with the approval of the service providers. The parking and 
driving of vehicles is prohibited in a required buffer except when providing access to 
abutting sites. Design variations may be permitted by the Planning Director. 

B. Responsible party 
1. The party responsible for installation of the landscape buffer is the owner of the 

developing property when abutting an existing developed property. 
2. When developing next to an undeveloped property, the owner of the more intensively 

zoned property is responsible for installation of the landscape buffer. The required 
buffer shall be determined based on the most intensive use permitted in the zoning 
district. 

3. If a buffer already exists on an abutting property, the Planning Director may modify the 
buffer requirement. 

4. If a property does not fall into any of the categories designated in the Buffer Tables, 
the Planning Director shall determine the appropriate buffer. 

C. Buffer standards. Tables 18.A, 18.B and 18.C establish the minimum width and type of 
buffer required between abutting uses, by existing abutting site use and Character Area 
Overlay, except in the City Center Character Area Overlay where the provisions of 
paragraph D, below, shall apply. 

D. Buffer requirements in the City Center Character Area Overlay. A three-foot wide buffer 
with an L2, three-foot tall screen is required for nonresidential uses that are abutting 
single-unit detached or zero lot line dwellings. 
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E. Types of buffers required. The types of buffers are generally illustrated in Figures 18.2 
through 18.7. Their purpose and a description of each buffer is as follows: 
1. L1: General Landscaping. This buffer is used as a landscape treatment for open areas 

when distance is the principal means of separating uses. L1 requires a minimum of a 
20-foot buffer. It is intended to be used in alternative plans when there is adequate 
land available to provide desired buffer. 

2. L2: Three-foot tall screen. This buffer uses a combination of distance and a minimum 
three-foot tall screen to separate uses. The standard is used when a low level of 
screening is adequate to disrupt the impact of the use or development, or where 
visibility between areas is more important than a total visual screen. 

3. L3: Six-foot tall screen. This buffer uses a minimum six-foot tall screen to provide the 
physical and visual separation between uses or development. The standard is used 
when visual separation is required. When using shrubs for the screen, the shrubs shall 
be four-feet in height at time of planting. 

4. L4: Six-foot tall wall. This buffer requires a minimum six-foot tall wall to provide 
physical and visual separation between uses or development. The standard is used 
when extensive screening of both visual and noise impacts is needed to protect 
abutting sensitive uses and in areas where there is little space for separation. 

F. Landscape and screening requirements by type of buffer 
1. Required buffers shall contain at a minimum the landscaping and screening in 

Table 7:18.D, Planting and Screening Requirements in Buffers. 
2. All required buffers shall be maintained by the owner of the buffer area. 
3. Trees of different classes may be combined to meet the standard. 
4. Trees and shrubs may be grouped or spaced at irregular intervals. 
1. Groundcover shall be provided: 

a. Mulch may only be used as a groundcover in up to 40 percent of the ground cover 
area. 

b. No single type of other material may be used in more than 60 percent of the area. 
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Figure 7:7:18.1. 
Calculating Buffer Width 

 

Figure 7:18.2. 
Plant Legend for Figures 7:18.3 through 7:18.7 

 

Figure 7:18.3. 
L1 General Landscaping Buffer (greater than 30’) 

 

Figure 7:18.4. 
L1 General Landscaping Buffer (greater than 20’ and less than 30’) 
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Fig 18.5. 
L2 Three-Foot Tall Screen Landscaping Standard 

 

Fig 18.6. 
L3 Six-Foot Tall Screen Landscaping Standard 

 

Fig 18.7. 
L4 Six-Foot Tall Wall Landscaping Standard 
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Table 7:18.A. 
Existing Principal Use: Residential, Recreation, and Parking 

Subject Site 
Use 

Existing Abutting Site Use 

Residential Recreation 
Parking as a 

Principal Use 

Low Density 
Medium 
Density 

High Density Public Private  

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Residential 

Low Density None None None None None None None None None None None None 

Med Density 
10 ft @ 

L2 
20 ft 
@ L2 

None None 
10 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
5 ft @ 

L2 
10 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ L2 
20 ft @ 

L2 
10 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L2 

High Density 
10 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft 
@ L3 

10 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

None None 
5 ft @ 

L3 
10 ft @ 

L2 
10 ft @ L2 

20 ft @ 
L3 

10 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

Recreation 

Public 
10 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

5 ft @ L3 
10 ft @ 

L3 
None None 10 ft @ L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

Private 
10 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

5 ft @ L3 
10 ft @ 

L3 
10 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
None None 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

Parking as a 
Principal Use 

10 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
None None 

Commercial/ Office 

Office 
10 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

10 ft @ 
L2 

15 ft @ 
L3 

10 ft @ 
L2 

20 ft 
@ L2 

15 ft @ L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
Light 

Commercial 
10 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

10 ft @ 
L2 

15 ft @ 
L3 

10 ft @ 
L2 

20 ft 
@ L2 

15 ft @ L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
Heavy 

Commercial 
20 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft 
@ L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft @ 
L2 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L3 

20 ft @ L2 
20 ft @ 

L2 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
Utilities 
Utility Right-

of-Way 
None None None None None None None None None None None None 

Minor Utilities 
10 ft @ 

L2 
15 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L2 

15 ft @ 
L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

10 ft @ 
L2 

10 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ L3 
10 ft @ 

L3 
0 ft @ L3 

0 ft @ 
L3 

Major Utilities 
30 ft @ 

L4 
30 ft 
@ L4 

30 ft @ 
L4 

30 ft @ 
L4 

20 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft @ 
L4 

20 ft @ 
L4 

20 ft @ L3 
20 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft @ 

L2 
20 ft @ 

L2 
Public/Semi-
Public 

10 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft @ 
L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft @ 
L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ L3 
20 ft @ 

L2 
10 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft @ 

L2 
Industrial 

Light 
Industrial 

20 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L3 

20 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft @ 
L2 

20 ft @ 
L2 

20 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L3 

20 ft @ L2 
20 ft @ 

L2 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
Heavy 

Industrial 
30 ft @ 

L4 
30 ft 
@ L4 

30 ft @ 
L4 

30 ft @ 
L4 

30 ft @ 
L4 

30 ft @ 
L4 

30 ft @ 
L4 

30 ft 
@ L4 

20 ft @ L3 
20 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft @ 

L2 
20 ft @ 

L2 
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Table 7:18.B. 
Existing Principal Use: Office/Commercial/Mixed Use and Utilities 

Subject Site 
Use 

Existing Abutting Site Use 
Office/Commercial/Mixed Use Utilities 

Office 
Light 

Commercial 
Heavy 

Commercial 
Utility Right-

of-Way 
Minor Utilities Major Utilities 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Urban 
Sub/ 
Rural 

Residential 
Low Density None None None None None None None None None None None None 

Med Density 
10 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L2 
10 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L2 
10 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
None None None None 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

High Density 
10 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
10 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
10 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
None None None None 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

Recreation 

Public 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
None None None None 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

Private 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 
None None None None 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

Parking as a 
Principal 
Use 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

None None None None 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 

Commercial/Office 

Office None None 
10 ft @ 

L2 
10 ft 
@ L2 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft 
@ L3 

None None None None 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft 
@ L3 

Light 
Commercial 

10 ft @ 
L2 

10 ft 
@ L2 

None None 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft 
@ L3 

None None None None 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft 
@ L3 

Heavy 
Commercial 

20 ft @ 
L2 

20 ft @ 
L2 

20 ft @ 
L2 

20 ft @ 
L2 

None None None None None None 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft @ 

L3 

Utilities 
Utility Right-

of-Way 
None None None None None None None None None None None None 

Minor 
Utilities 

None None None None None None None None None None None None 

Major 
Utilities 

20 ft @ 
L4 

20 ft @ 
L4 

20 ft @ 
L4 

20 ft @ 
L4 

10 ft @ 
L3 

10 ft @ 
L3 

None None None None None None 

Public/Semi
-Public 

10 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L2 

None None 
10 ft @ 

L3 
20 ft 
@ L2 

10 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L2 

Industrial 
Light 

Industrial 
20 ft @ 

L2 
20 ft 
@ L2 

20 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft 
@ L3 

None None 
15 ft @ 

L3 
15 ft 
@ L3 

15 ft @ 
L3 

15 ft 
@ L3 

Heavy 
Industrial 

30 ft @ 
L4 

30 ft 
@ L4 

30 ft @ 
L4 

30 ft 
@ L4 

20 ft @ 
L3 

20 ft 
@ L3 

10 ft @ 
L2 

10 ft 
@ L2 

None None None None 
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Table 7:18.C. 
Existing Principal Use: Public/Semi-Public and Industrial 

Subject Site Use 

Existing Abutting Site Use 

Public/Semi-Public 
Industrial 

Light Industrial Heavy Industrial 
Urban Sub/ Rural Urban Sub/ Rural Urban Sub/ Rural 

Residential 
Low Density None None None None None None 

Med Density 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 

High Density 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 

Recreation 

Public 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 

Private 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 

Parking as a 
Principal Use 

15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 

Commercial/ Office 

Office 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 

Light Commercial 10 ft @ L3 10 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 

Heavy Commercial 10 ft @ L3 10 ft @ L3 20 ft @ L2 20 ft @ L2 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 

Utilities 

Utility Right-of-Way None None None None None None 

Minor Utilities 10 ft @ L2 15 ft @ L2 None None None None 

Major Utilities 30 ft @ L4 30 ft @ L4 20 ft @ L3 20 ft @ L3 20 ft @ L4 20 ft @ L4 

Public/Semi-Public 10 ft @ L3 20 ft @ L2 10 ft @ L3 20 ft @ L2 10 ft @ L3 20 ft @ L2 

Industrial 

Light Industrial 15 ft @ L3 15 ft @ L3 None None 
None or 15 ft 

@ L3 
None or 15 ft 

@ L3 

Heavy Industrial 20 ft @ L3 20 ft @ L3 20 ft @ L2 20 ft @ L2 
None or 15 ft 

@ L3 
None or 15 ft 

@ L3 
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Table 7:18.D. 
Planting and Screening Requirements in Buffers 

 L1 
General 

L2: 3-foot 
tall screen 

L3: 6-tall 
screen 

L4: 6-foot 
tall wall 

The number of trees required is: 
• one Class A tree per 40 linear feet, or 
• one Class B tree per 20 linear feet. 

Required Required Required NA 

The number of trees required is: 
• one Class A tree per 40 linear feet, or 
• one Class B tree per 20 linear feet or 
• one Class C tree per 15 linear feet in 

combination with or instead of Class A 
and Class B trees. 

NA NA NA Required 

Where the area to be landscaped is 
between 20 and 30 feet, the number of 
trees and shrubs required is two six-foot 
tall shrubs or three three-foot tall shrubs 
per 400 square feet of landscaped area. 

Required NA NA NA 

A continuous three-foot tall screen along 
the property line, consisting of: 
• continuous evergreen shrubs, or 
• a wall, fence or berm. 

Optional Required NA NA 

A continuous six-foot tall screen along 
the property line, consisting of: 
• continuous evergreen shrubs, or 
• a wall, fence or berm. 

Optional Optional Required NA 

A continuous minimum six-foot tall 
masonry wall along the property line 

Optional Optional Optional Required 

One six-foot tall shrub is required for 
every seven linear feet of wall. The 
shrubs shall be planted on the side 
facing the existing development. 

NA NA NA Required 

Access to the buffer area from the 
developing side of the site shall be 
provided in the design of the wall and 
buffer 

NA NA NA Required 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:18.3.4. Street Yard 
A. Rural Character Area Overlay Street Yard. A street yard is not required in the Rural 

Character Area Overlay. 
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B. Requirements for all Character Area Overlays except the Rural Character Area Overlay 
1. Street trees are required along the entire street frontage, excluding alleys. 
2. Trees of different classes may be combined to meet the standard. 
3. Trees may be grouped or spaced at irregular intervals. 
4. When trees are placed in tree wells, tree wells for Class A trees shall be a minimum of 

36 square feet and for Class B and C trees a minimum of 25 square feet. 
5. A continuous three-foot tall screen is required between any parking lot and the 

abutting sidewalk, consisting of: 
a. Continuous evergreen shrubs, or 
b. A wall, fence or berm. 

6. Groundcover shall be provided: 
a. Mulch may only be used as a groundcover in up to 40 percent of the ground cover 

area. 
b. No single type of other material may be used in more than 60 percent of the area. 

7. All street trees may be planted in the right-of-way with the approval of the 
Engineering Director. Where underground utilities or other practical difficulties exist, 
the Engineering Director may allow street tree planting no less than five feet and no 
more than 15 feet from the back of the sidewalk, unless an alternative plan is 
approved. See Sec. 7:18.5 regarding required permits to remove, cut, and plant trees 
and shrubs on public property. 

C. Suburban Character Area Overlay Street Yard 
1. A landscape strip is required along the entire street frontage immediately behind the 

right- of-way or servitude of passage, exclusive of driveways and access ways at points 
of ingress and egress to the lot. 

2. The landscape strip shall have a minimum width of 10 feet or 10 percent of the lot 
depth, whichever is less. 

3. Tree Spacing: 
a. The number of trees required is one Class A tree per 40 linear feet. 
b. Where overhead utilities exist, Class B or Class C trees shall replace Class A trees 

at the rate of one Class B or Class C tree for every 40 feet. 
D. Urban Character Area Overlay Street Yard 

1. The number of trees and plant materials required is: 
a. One Class A tree per 40 linear feet, or 
b. One Class B tree per 20 linear feet. 

2. Where overhead utilities exist, Class B or Class C trees shall replace Class A trees at 
the rate of one Class B or Class C tree for every 20 feet. 

E. City Center Character Area Overlay Street Yard 
1. One Class A or Class B tree is required per 40 linear feet. 
2. The Engineering Director may approve substituting awnings, canopies or other shade 

structures for required trees. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:18.3.5. Parking Lot Landscaping 
A. Parking lots with ten or more spaces or expanding by six or more spaces shall provide 

parking lot landscaping. 
B. No parking space shall be located further than 100 feet from the trunk of a Class A or 

Class B tree. 
C. Trees may be provided in a mix of interior islands, median islands, terminal islands and 

buffer areas. 
D. All islands shall have a minimum area of 75 square feet. 
E. Tree wells for Class A trees shall be a minimum of 36 square feet and for Class B and C 

trees a minimum of 25 square feet. 
F. Trees may not be planted closer than two and one-half feet to the paved portion of the 

parking lot. 
G. Islands provided without trees shall provide ground cover, shrubs or other plant material 

as approved by the Planning Director. 
1. Mulch may only be used as a groundcover in up to 40 percent of the groundcover 

area. 
2. No single type of other material may be used in more than 60 percent of the area. 

H. The use of bioswales is encouraged. Interior and/or Median Islands may be consolidated 
or intervals may be expanded in order to provide for a better bioswale system where 
approved by the Engineering Director. 

I. Parking Lot Landscaping shall be provided as required in Table 7:18.E, Parking Lot 
Landscaping by Character Area Overlay. 
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Figure 7:18.8. 
Illustration of Parking Lot Landscaping Components 

 

Table 7:18.E. 
Parking Lot Landscaping Requirements by Character Area Overlay 

 Rural Suburban Urban 
City 

Center 

Parking Lot Materials, General 

Pedestrian paths shall be clearly 
delineated 

Optional Optional Y Y 

Sidewalks across driveways shall 
maintain a consistent grade of 
pedestrian travel in order to give 
pedestrians priority access over 
vehicular travel 

Optional Optional Y Y 

Interior Islands 

An interior landscaped island shall 
be provided for every 10 parking 
spaces in a single row 

Y Y NA NA 

Tree wells for Class A trees shall be a 
minimum of 36 square feet and for 
Class B and C trees a minimum of 25 
square feet 

Y Y NA NA 
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 Rural Suburban Urban 
City 

Center 

Interior islands may be consolidated 
or intervals may be expanded in 
order to preserve existing trees when 
approved by the Development 
Director 

Y Y NA NA 

Terminal Islands 

All rows of spaces shall terminate in a 
curbed landscaped island 

Y Y NA NA 

Terminal islands shall be a minimum 
of five feet in width and have a 
length no shorter than two feet less 
than the length of the abutting 
parking space 

Y Y NA NA 

Median Islands 

A curbed median island with a 
minimum width of six feet inside the 
curb shall be provided between 
every six single parking rows and 
along primary internal and external 
access drives 

Y Y NA NA 

Median intervals may be expanded 
in order to preserve existing trees 
when approved by the Development 
Director 

Y Y NA NA 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:18.4. Screening 

Sec. 7:18.4.1. Utilities 
A. Above-ground utilities and appurtenances to underground utilities that require above-

ground installation, with the exception of those located in the right-of-way, shall be 
screened by a continuous planting of shrubs, with a minimum mature height equal to that 
of the utility structure and shall contain a break for required access. 

B. Trees or shrubs shall not be planted within ten feet of fire hydrants, public utilities such as 
traffic meter boxes, directional traffic signs and other similar public structures. 

Sec. 7:18.4.2. Drive-Thrus, Access and Stacking Lanes 
A. Except as provided below, a continuous three-foot tall screen is required between any 

drive-thru, including access and stacking lanes, and the street or abutting properties when 
visible from the street or abutting residential property. The three-foot tall screen shall 
consist of: 
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1. Continuous evergreen shrubs, or 
2. A wall, fence or berm. 

B. Screening of drive-thrus and access lanes at banks and other financial institutions shall 
comply with Louisiana Revised Statutes § 6:1366 and shall meet the following conditions: 
1. No plant material exceeding one foot in height shall be planted within a 15-foot radius 

of the Plant drive-thru or access facility. 
2. Material outside the 15-foot radius shall be maintained in a manner which promotes 

reasonable visibility of persons within the access area. 
3. Trees within the access area shall be limbed up to a minimum of six feet. 

Sec. 7:18.5. Trees and Shrubs on Public Property 
A. A permit from the Engineering Department is required to remove any tree or shrub 

growing within the public right-of-way or other public property. 
B. The Engineering Department may grant a permit to abutting property owners or public 

utilities serving the City of St. George to prune trees or shrubs as necessary for the 
protection of utility lines and clearing of rights-of-way. 
1. In lieu of obtaining a permit, public utilities may submit an annual maintenance plan 

30 days prior to commencement of any work, describing the areas to be pruned. 
2. In the case of an emergency, pruning may be allowed without a permit, provided that 

it is performed in accordance with American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 
3. Pruning or digging measures that are necessary to restore power or to abate the 

imminent danger to human life are authorized. A report of any such emergency work, 
if it involved pruning or digging within the root system of a tree or shrub, must be filed 
with the Engineering Department within 15 calendar days following such work. As 
soon as possible, any emergency work must be brought up to appropriate standards 
to the extent possible under the direction of the Engineering Department. 

C. A permit to remove a tree or shrub may include conditions that protect the public’s use of 
the area. 

D. Approval by the Engineering Department may be conditioned on replacement with a new 
tree or shrub. 

E. Except in the case of public utilities, the permit may also be conditioned on the furnishing 
of a bond or other adequate financial assurance for the payment of damages incurred as 
a result of permit violation. 

F. Approval by the Engineering Department shall be given when it is found that a tree 
should be removed or is unsafe because of one of the following conditions: 
1. Growth which cannot be corrected by proper trimming; 
2. Damage caused by the elements, or because of age, disease or other debilitating 

cause; 
3. Existence of an insecure root system which might cause the tree to fall; 
4. Existing or potential interference with street use; 
5. Root interference with subsurface sewer or utility facilities which reasonable root 

pruning may not correct; or, 
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6. Any other conditions which the Engineering Director finds such removal will be in the 
public interest. 

G. If no action is taken by the Engineering Department within 10 working days of the 
submission of a permit request, the permit will automatically be issued. All denials of 
permit requests by the Engineering Department shall be accompanied by written reasons 
for the permit denial. 

H. Notwithstanding the above, public utilities do not need to acquire a permit in connection 
with providing a service line or drop in the provision of utility service provided at the 
request of any of its customers. 

Sec. 7:18.6. Tree and Urban Forest Preservation Standards 

Sec. 7:18.6.1. Tree Credit Standard 
Existing trees within the area proposed for site development may be credited towards the 
landscape materials required by this Chapter. The owner is encouraged to preserve as many 
existing mature and valuable trees that are suitable for landscaping as possible in the design 
and implementation of the landscape plan. 

A. In all applicable zoning districts, credit may be applied toward the tree planting 
requirements of this Chapter by the preservation of existing trees within Street Yards, 
Buffers, and other areas of the site left undisturbed by construction. 

B. Trees preserved in the street planting area shall be credited towards street planting 
requirements, trees preserved in parking lots shall be credited toward parking lot 
requirements and trees preserved in a buffer planting area shall be credited toward 
buffer area planting requirements. 

C. It shall be the responsibility of the owner to maintain preserved trees. If a preserved 
tree dies within five years of development completion or certificate of occupancy, it is 
the responsibility of the owner to replace that tree with the number of caliper inches 
credited on a matching basis within six months. The owner shall be responsible for 
maintaining all plant materials required by the Unified Development Code in healthy 
living condition. 

Sec. 7:18.6.2. Qualifying Trees 
A. The tree credit rate for each tree preserved shall be determined by Table 7:18.F, Tree 

Credits for Preserved Trees. Trees qualifying for tree credits are listed in the Appendix 
(Preserved Trees Qualifying for Tree Credit.) 

B. Trees shall be preserved in accordance with the rules of good arboricultural practice as 
set forth by ANSI. 
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Table 7:18.F. 
Tree Credits for Preserved Trees 

Existing Trunk Diameter (DBH) Inches of 
Preserved Trees 

Amount of Credit Granted 

Live Oak Trees 24 inches or greater 1 tree for every inch of preserved Live Oak 

24 inches or greater  
(all trees, except for Live Oaks) 

10 trees 

18 inches to under 24 inches 8 trees 

12 inches to under 18 inches 6 trees 

6 inches to under 12 inches 4 trees 

Sec. 7:18.6.3. Tree Preservation Plan 
In order to receive credit for preserved trees, the owner must include as part of the 
Landscape Plan submittal a Tree Preservation Plan which shall be approved by the Planning 
Director. 

A. The Tree Preservation Plan shall include the location, size and condition of each tree or 
tree grove to be preserved, along with an indication of proposed development 
features which may impact such trees, and any other pertinent information as required 
by the Planning Director to evaluate existing and proposed conditions. 

B. The Tree Preservation Plan shall include a detailed description of all methods to be 
used to ensure the survival of all trees scheduled for preservation credit, including 
information that may be required by the Planning Director to interpret the intent and 
methodology proposed. 

C. All tree preservation methodology shall conform to ANSI A300 standards. 

Sec. 7:18.6.4. Protection of Trees during Site Development and Construction 
The tree drip line, which extends to the edge of the leaf mass of the crown shall be 
designated as a Tree Protection Zone and shall be kept safe from site disturbance. 

A. In the erection of any building or structure, the builder, contractor or owner shall place 
tree protection fencing a minimum height of six feet along the tree protection zone 
and around all trees belonging to the City of St. George that are within twenty feet of 
the developing property to prevent injury to them. Building materials or trash shall not 
be placed upon City of St. George property, right-of-way or easements without the 
permission of the Planning Director. Contractors and others doing work, either for 
excavation or other projects for which permission has been granted by the Planning 
Director shall give bond to the Planning Director to guarantee the payment of all costs 
for repairing any settlement or other damage or deterioration that occurs as a result of 
the project undertaken by them. 

B. Trees designated on the Tree Preservation Plan as Protected Trees shall be completely 
enclosed by tree protection fencing a minimum height of six feet located at the tree 
protection zone, and as approved by the Planning Director. The location of the tree 
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protection fencing must be as described on the Tree Preservation Plan. Plastic or non-
rigid forms of fencing shall not be allowed. 

C. Tree protection fencing must be in place prior to any clearing or site work. Failure to 
install tree protection fencing at the appropriate time may result in the loss of tree 
protection credits and shall require suspension of all work until a revised Landscape 
Plan is approved. Tree Protection fencing must remain in place until all construction 
has been completed or final occupancy permit has been issued, whichever is later. 

D. Tree protection fencing must carry durable signs designating the area as a “Tree 
Protection Zone. No entry unless authorized by the City of St. George Planning 
Department. Signs shall be in both English and Spanish and shall be spaced around 
the perimeter of all tree protection zones with a maximum spacing of 25 feet between 
signs. Signs shall be a minimum eight inches tall by ten inches wide in size and shall 
be firmly affixed to the tree protection fence. 

E. Any violation of a tree protection zone may subject the owner to the loss of tree 
preservation credits and may require the suspension of all work until a revised 
Landscape Plan is approved for the project. 

F. Tree protection zones shall explicitly follow the terms and conditions of the approved 
Tree Preservation Plan for that project or site. Any variation must receive the prior 
approval of the Planning Director. 

G. Additional tree protection measures may be ordered by the Planning Director if site 
conditions warrant them. 

Sec. 7:18.7. Design and Installation 

Sec. 7:18.7.1. Plant Material 
A. General 

1. All landscaping shall be installed in accordance with the rules of good arboricultural 
practice as set forth by the ANSI A300 and in the Louisiana Nurseryman's Manual for 
the Environmental Horticulture Industry, latest edition, as published by the Louisiana 
Nursery and Landscape Association, and currently in effect at the time of such work. 

2. Plant material shall be true to name, variety and size and shall conform to all 
applicable provisions of the American Standards for Nursery Stock, latest edition, as 
published by the American Nursery & Landscape Association. 

3. Plant materials shall be cold-hardy for the specific location where they are to be 
planted. 

4. Plant materials shall be able to survive on natural rainfall once established with no loss 
of health. 

5. All plant heights shall be measured from the top of the root ball to the tip of the 
highest branch. 

B. Class “A” trees and street yard trees 
1. All single trunk trees shall have a minimum two-inch caliper and measure a minimum 

of eight feet tall at time of planting. 
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2. Multi-trunk trees shall have main stems with a minimum one and one-half-inch caliper 
per trunk, a minimum of three main stems, and measure a minimum of ten feet tall at 
time of planting. 

C. Class “B” trees 
1. All single trunk trees shall have a minimum one and one-half inch caliper and measure 

a minimum of eight feet tall at time of planting. 
2. Multi-trunk trees shall have main stems with a minimum one-inch caliper per trunk, a 

minimum of three main stems, and measure a minimum of eight feet tall at time of 
planting. 

D. Class “C” trees 
1. All single trunk trees shall have a minimum one and one-half inch caliper and measure 

a minimum of five feet tall at time of planting. 
2. Multi-trunk trees shall have main stems with a minimum one-inch caliper per trunk, a 

minimum of three main stems, and measure a minimum of five feet tall at time of 
planting. 

E. Shrubs 
1. Shrubs shall be a minimum of 20 inches in height in a minimum three-gallon 

container, unless they are planted as a screen for an L3 buffer. 
2. When planted as a screen for an L2 buffer or a parking lot, the maximum spacing for 

20-inch high shrubs shall be 36 inches on center. 
3. Shrubs planted as an L3 buffer shall be a minimum of four-feet in height. 
4. When planted as an L3 buffer, the maximum spacing for four-foot high shrubs shall be 

36 inches on center. 
5. Spacing for other required plant material shall be determined by the Planning 

Director. 
F. Groundcover shall be of a type that will provide 80 percent coverage within five years of 

planting. 

Sec. 7:18.7.2. Sight Triangle Planting 
A. A clear sight triangle shall be established at the intersection of a driveway and a street 

measuring ten feet from the back of the right-of-way and extending 70 feet from the edge 
of each side of the driveway and on all corner lots (the intersection of two streets) 
measuring 25 feet from the corner of both sides of the intersecting streets at the back of 
the right-of-way. 

B. No materials that would impede traffic visibility shall be allowed between two and one-
half feet and eight feet in height, as measured from the grade of the street or driveway. 

C. Plant heights shall be measured from the grade of the street’s centerline unless an 
alternative is approved by the Planning Director. 

Sec. 7:18.7.3. Soils 
Trees shall be planted in accordance with the rules of good arboricultural practice as set forth 
by the ANSI A300. 
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Sec. 7:18.7.4. Irrigation 
A water source shall be supplied within 200 feet of any planting requiring watering to 
become established. 

Sec. 7:18.7.5. Constrained Sites 
A. Alternative landscaping may be approved by the Planning Director where the required 

landscaping in this Chapter cannot be physically met on the site for one of the following 
reasons: 
1. The site involves space limitations or is an unusually shaped lot; 
2. Topography, soil, vegetation, or other physical conditions of the lot are such that full 

compliance is impossible or impractical; 
3. Public safety considerations are involved; 
4. Impact on the environmental quality of the lot and surrounding area will be improved 

with the proposed alternative landscape plan; 
5. Redevelopment of an existing site requires landscaping to be added, but a building, 

pavement or stormwater facility already exists; or, 
6. The site has lost area from existing landscaping due to an abutting public 

improvement project. 
B. Alternative landscaping may be approved by the Planning Director under the following 

conditions: 
1. Property owners abutting the development site agree in writing that a reduced buffer 

between the abutting property and the site being developed is acceptable. The 
required number of trees and landscape area shall be provided elsewhere on the site. 

2. If separate properties have a common development plan, a modified buffer between 
properties is permitted. However, required perimeter and area landscaping plantings 
shall be provided as required in this ordinance. 

Sec. 7:18.8. Maintenance 
A. Property owners and their agents shall be responsible for providing, protecting, and 

maintaining all required landscaping in a healthy and growing condition, replacing dead 
or damaged vegetation, and keeping all landscaped areas free of refuse and debris. 

B. Property owners and their agents shall be responsible for providing, protecting, and 
maintaining all landscaping within the abutting right-of-way. 
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CHAPTER 19 – DEFINITIONS AND MEASUREMENTS 

ARTICLE 19.1. DEFINITIONS 

Sec. 7:19.1.1. Word Usage 
For the purpose of this UDC, certain terms are defined as indicated in this section. These 
definitions and all other provisions of this UDC are subject to the following rules of 
interpretation: 

A. The present tense includes the future tense. 
B. The singular includes the plural and the plural the singular. 
C. The word “shall” is mandatory. 
D. Any term not defined within this chapter shall be as defined elsewhere in the City of 

St. George Code or, if not defined elsewhere in the City of St. George Code, as 
defined in Webster's New International Dictionary, most recent edition, unless the 
result does not effectuate the intent of the St. George City Council, leads to absurd or 
illogical results, or is inconsistent with the surrounding textual context. 

F. The word "person" or “applicant” includes individuals, firms, partnerships, joint 
ventures, trusts, trustees, estates, corporations, associations and any other similar 
entities. 

G. The word “director” associated with a department of the City of St. George shall 
include any individual designated by that department director. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:19.1.2. Defined Terms 

5-year storm: a storm event that has a 20% chance of occurring in any given year. 

10-year storm: a storm event that has a ten percent chance of occurring in any given year.  

25-year storm: a storm event that has a four percent chance of occurring in any given year.  

100-year storm: a storm event that has a one percent chance of occurring in any given year.  

500-Year storm: a storm event that has a 0.2% chance of occurring in any given year. 

Abutting: sharing a common property line. 

Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU): A permitted independent, subordinate dwelling unit to a 
principal dwelling unit. 

Accessory Structure: a separate structure, typically located on the same lot as a principal 
structure, that is devoted to a use typically considered subordinate, or accessory, to the 
primary use of the property. 

Accessory Use: a use subordinate to and incidental to the primary use of the principal 
building or to the primary use of the premises. 
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Adequate public facilities: water, sewer, transportation, and stormwater management 
facilities, whether publicly or privately owned, determined to be capable of supporting 
and serving existing and approved development at required service levels, as determined 
by, for: 
(a) Water, the applicable water utility provider and the City of St. George Fire 

Department; 
(b) Sewer, the applicable sewer utility provider or approval authority; 
(c) Transportation, the applicable transportation authority using the evaluation standards 

for a Traffic Impact Analysis; and 
(d) Stormwater management, the City of St. George using the Stormwater Management 

Plan, Drainage Impact Study, Water Quality Impact Study, and Offsite Drainage 
Assessment, as appropriate. 

Adjacent: property that touches or is directly across a right-of-way or servitude that is no 
more than 60 feet in width. 

Adult Entertainment: any bookstore, motion picture theater, mini-motion picture theater, or 
live entertainment business that has as a substantial or significant amount (no more than 
20%) of its stock in trade or floor area dedicated to materials that emphasize matter 
depicting, describing, or relating to the depiction of the human genitals in a state of 
arousal or stimulation (even if completely or opaquely covered) , acts of human 
masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy, or fondling or other erotic touching of 
human genitals, pubic areas, buttocks, of female breasts, or less than completely covered 
human genitals, pubic areas, buttocks, or the female breast below a point immediately 
above the top of the areola, as well as any massage business (other than those massage 
businesses licensed by the State of Louisiana). 

Agricultural Activities: the exclusive use of land for bona fide agricultural purposes, 
including farming, silviculture, viticulture, aquaculture, animal and poultry husbandry, but 
not the cultivation of marijuana (Cannabis). It includes accessory uses for packing, 
treating, or storing the product of such activities, provided that the operation of the 
accessory uses is clearly incidental to the primary agricultural activity. 

Alley: a public right-of-way or private servitude that generally runs to the rear of lots for the 
provision of service or secondary access to homes and businesses. 

Animal Hospital: an establishment for the care and treatment of animals, and where animals 
may be boarded during their convalescence. May include boarding services as an 
ancillary use, but the primary operation of the use is the care and treatment of the 
diseases and injuries of animals. 

Architectural Features: the architectural style, general design, and general arrangement of 
the exterior of a building, structure, object, or work of art, including the building materials 
and texture, the type and style of all windows, doors, and other similar architectural 
fixtures but not signs. 
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Area of Shallow Flooding: a designated AO or AH Zone on the Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM) with a one percent chance or greater annual chance of flooding to an average 
depth of one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist, where the path 
of flooding is unpredictable, and where velocity flow may be evident. Such flooding is 
characterized by ponding or sheet flow. 

Area of Special Flood Hazard: the land in the flood plain within a community subject to a 1 
percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area may be designated as 
Zone A on the FHBM. After detailed ratemaking has been completed in preparation for 
publication of the flood insurance rate map, Zone A usually is refined into Zones A, AO, 
AH, A1-30, AE, A99, AR, AR/A1-30, AR/AE, AR/AO, AR/AH, AR/A, VO, or V1-30, VE, or V. For 
purposes of these regulations, the term ``special flood hazard area'' is synonymous in 
meaning with the phrase ``area of special flood hazard''. 

Arrester: a device which prevents the emission of flammable debris from combustion 
sources, such as fireplaces and wood burning stoves. 

Arterial Streets: a street designed to carry large volumes of through traffic on a continuous 
route with intersections at grade and traffic control measures that grant priority to the 
movement of through traffic. 

Assisted Living Center: a residential facility for three or more individuals who are elderly or 
disabled who not related to the operator, who can live somewhat, but not fully, 
independently, are provided assistance with some tasks of tasks of daily living such as 
meal preparation, bathing, dressing, household chores, or supervision of self-
administered medication. An Assisted Living Center may have a central or private kitchen, 
dining, recreational, and other facilities, with separate bedrooms or living quarters. 

Attached Garage: a garage that is connected to the principal structure on a property that, for 
floodplain management purposes, is treated as an enclosure if below the Base Flood 
Elevation. 

Banner: any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to a structure or a 
building by a frame at one or more edges. 

Bar: any establishment where alcoholic beverages are sold for consumption on the premises 
by paying customers that is equipped with a backbar or similar equipment for public 
display and to inform the public of brands and flavors offered for sale and the average 
monthly revenue alcoholic beverage sales represents at least 50 percent of its total 
average monthly revenue; is staffed by a bartender whose primary duty is to open and/or 
prepare beverage alcohol products for consumption on the premises by paying 
customers, or prepared with an appropriate lid or cover on the container for take-out 
service; and prohibits entry by persons under the age of 18 except as authorized by 
Louisiana law. 
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Base Flood: the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any 
given year. 

Base Flood Elevation: the elevation shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and 
found in the accompanying Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for Zones A, AE, AH, A1-A30, AR, 
VI-V30, or VE that indicates the water surface elevation resulting from the base flood. 

Basement: the area of a building that is wholly or partly below ground level. 

Bed and Breakfast: a lodging facility located within an owner-occupied home in a National 
Register Historic District or Site or a home listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places or homes a minimum of 50 years old. 

Bedroom: any space in the conditioned area of a dwelling unit or accessory structure that is 
at least 70 square feet in area that is designed or intended for sleeping purposes and has 
at least one window. For purposes of determining the number of bedrooms in a dwelling 
unit, halls, bathrooms, the kitchen, one living room, one dining room, one den or family 
room one laundry room, and closets/dressing rooms opening off of a bedroom shall not 
be considered as bedrooms. 

Best Management Practices (BMPs): methods, measures, practices, schedules of activities, 
maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce 
pollution of waters or conservation of natural resources. Among other things, BMPs 
include treatment requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control runoff. 
With regard to construction, these may include structural devices or nonstructural 
practices designed to control runoff and direct the flow of water. 

Billboard: a large-format outdoor advertising structure designed to attract attention to 
goods, services, or messages which are not located on the same lot as the structure. 

Billboard, Digital: a billboard that displays digital images that are periodically changed by a 
computer. 

Billboard Embellishment: the area of design made as a cutout that extends beyond the 
basic rectangular space of a billboard. 

Boarding House: a dwelling occupied by not more than twenty persons not related by 
blood, marriage or adoption with only one kitchen. 

Boulevard: a street with a landscaped center median; the entrance to a major subdivision 
with a landscaped center median. 

Brewpub: a type of eating and drinking establishment that includes the brewing of beer for 
consumption on-premise or sale directly to a consumer as an accessory use. 

Buffer: the planted area, including fences or walls, required between land uses to eliminate 
or minimize conflicts between them. 
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Buildable Area: that portion of a lot in which a building may be located; the area defined by 
setbacks. 

 

Buildable Lot: a lot, other than designated common areas, which meets all the minimum 
requirements of the Unified Development Code for the construction of at least one main 
building/structure. 

Building: a structure with solid exterior walls pierced only by windows and doors on all sides 
and a permanent roof. For the definition of "Building" as it applies to Chapter 15, refer to 
the definition of "Structure." 

Building Frontage: the façade of a building that is architecturally designed as the front and 
which contains the main entrance for use by the general public. 

Building Line: the inner edge of any required yard that determines the buildable area of a lot 
or tract. 

Building Official: the individual certified by the Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code 
Council and designated by the City of St. George with the responsibility for administering 
the building codes as well as enforcement of the Unified Development Code. 

Buoyancy: the force that causes objects to float. 

Centerline: a line defining the midpoint of a street right-of-way. 
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Certificate of Appropriateness: A document evidencing approval of an application to alter, 
change, demolish, relocate, excavate, or construct in a designated historic landmark or 
district. 

Clearance: the height or width of a passage. 

Club: buildings and facilities operated for a social, educational or recreational purpose, to 
which membership is required for participation and not primarily operated for profit nor 
to render a service that is customarily carried on as a business. 

Collector Street: a street carrying traffic from local streets within residential or commercial 
areas that provides connections to arterials and highways; collector streets may be 
considered major streets in accordance with the Major Street Plan. 

Common Area: land within a development that is not individually owned or dedicated for 
public use, but is designed and intended for the common use or enjoyment of the 
residents of a development. Complementary structures and improvements may be 
included as part of a common area. 

Communication Tower: a tower, pole, or similar structure that supports a 
telecommunications antenna operated for commercial purpose above ground in a fixed 
location, freestanding, guyed, or on a building or other structures. 

Community Garden: any piece of land gardened by individuals or groups of people for 
cultivation of fruits, flowers, vegetables, or ornamental plants. 

Comprehensive Land Use Data: data establishing the Future Land Use GIS data layer 
recommended by the Planning Commission and adopted by the St. George City Council 
establishing an orderly guide for long-range development. 

Congregate Care Facility: a residential facility providing full or part-time care, either 
permanently or temporarily, to people unable to live fully independently, due to age or 
physical, developmental, or medical disability. Congregate care facilities include assisted 
living centers, in-patient rehabilitation centers, hospice facilities, in-patient rehabilitation 
centers, A group home is not a congregate care facility. 

Country Club: an establishment with recreation facilities for members, their families and 
invited guests. 

Courtyard: an uncovered area, which may be landscaped, that is bounded on at least three 
sides by buildings or walls and is used to supply access, light, and air to abutting uses. 

Critical Facility: a facility necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare during a 
natural disaster. Critical facilities include, but are not limited to, schools, nursing homes, 
hospitals, police, fire and emergency operations installations, water and wastewater 
treatment plants, electric power stations, and installations which produce, use, or store 
hazardous materials or hazardous waste (other than consumer products containing 
hazardous substances or hazardous waste intended for household use). 
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Critical Root Zone: the area around the base of a tree generally corresponding to the 
dripline of the tree that contains sufficient root volume to ensure the future well-being of 
the tree in the event of nearby soil disturbance; typically, the critical root zone is 
considered to be an imaginary circle drawn around the trunk of the tree with a radius of 
one foot for every inch of tree diameter at breast height. 

Day Care Center: any facility operated by a person, society, agency, corporation, institution, 
or any other group for the purpose of providing care, protection, and guidance to seven 
or more individuals who are not related to one another or to the operator and who do not 
live in the facility, but are cared for there for only part of a 24-hour day. This term includes 
nursery schools, child care centers, and adult day care facilities, but does not include 
educational facilities or facilities offering care to individuals for a full 24-hour day. 

DBH: see Diameter at Breast Height. 

Demolition by Neglect: the process of deterioration of a structure within a local historic 
district that occurs when routine maintenance or major repair is not performed to the 
extent that preservation and future restoration is jeopardized. 

Density: the number of dwelling units per gross acre devoted to residential development. 

Density, High: more than 15 dwelling units per acre. 

Density, Low: less than 6 dwelling units per acre. 

Density, Medium: at least 6 but not more than 15 dwelling units per acre. 

Detention Basin: is a specifically designed and engineered stormwater management 
structure or facility whose primary purpose is to temporarily store stormwater runoff 
resulting from a development and slowly release it at a controlled rate. 

Developed Site Area: the area of a lot that is disturbed for the purpose of developing 
structures, parking facilities, loading areas, storage areas, access drives, sidewalks, or any 
other facilities paved with an all- weather material, and landscaped areas. 

Development: any human made change in improved or unimproved real estate including 
but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 
excavation, drilling operations, or storage of equipment or materials. 

Diameter at Breast Height (multi-stem): the caliper measurement of the largest trunk of a 
tree taken approximately 54 inches above the ground plus ½ the caliper measurement of 
each additional trunk approximately 54 inches above the ground. 

Diameter at Breast Height (single trunk): the caliper measurement of the trunk of a tree 
taken approximately 54 inches above the ground. 

Disturbance: any activity related to movement and removal of soil, addition or import of soil, 
or the removal of trees, vegetation or brush from the land, not including the regular 
mowing of open grassy areas or the incidental movement of small amounts of soil or land 
cover for maintenance or operation of a residence or commercial business. 
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Drainage way: a ditch, levee, watercourse, piping, or other natural or artificial condition for 
the removal of surplus or excess surface water collecting or accumulating on the land. 

Dwelling: a building containing one or more dwelling units. 

Dwelling, Multi-Unit: a building containing three or more dwelling units, which may be 
stacked or side-by-side. 

Dwelling, Single-Unit Attached: a dwelling unit which is joined to another dwelling unit on 
one or both sides by a common or party wall. 

Dwelling, Single-Unit Detached: a building containing one dwelling unit as a principal use 
and not a zero lot line dwelling. 

Dwelling, Single-Unit Zero Lot Line: a building containing one dwelling unit as a principal 
use with one side wall on a side property line. 

Dwelling, Two-Unit: a building containing two dwelling units, which may be stacked or side-
by-side. 

Dwelling Unit: a building or a part of a building, containing living, cooking, sleeping, and 
sanitary facilities for use by a single housekeeping unit. Motor homes, trailers, 
automobiles, and tents are not considered dwellings. 

Elderly: any person having attained the age of 65 years. 

Environmentally Sensitive Area: an area not suitable for development due to the presence 
of significant wetlands, floodplains, or habitat for Threatened or Endangered Species as 
determined by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Equestrian Facility/Stable: a facility created and maintained for the purpose of 
accommodating, training or competing equids, especially horses. Based on their use, they 
may be known as a barn, stables, or riding hall and may include commercial operations 
described by terms such as a boarding stable, livery yard, or livery stable. Larger facilities 
may be called equestrian centers and co-located with complementary services such as a 
riding school, farriers, vets, tack shops, or equipment repair. 

Erect: to construct, build, raise, assemble, install, place, replace, locate, relocate, affix, attach, 
display, alter, use, create, paint, draw, illuminate, or in any way bring into being or 
establish. 

Erosion: is the removal of soil through the actions of water or wind. 

Estate Sale: see Garage Sale. 

Existing Construction: (for purposes of determining flood insurance rates associated 
with Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage and Water Quality, only): 
structures for which the “start of construction” commenced before the effective date of 
the FIRM or before January 1, 1975, for FIRM’s effective before that date. 
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Existing Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision: a manufactured home park or 
subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, 
the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is 
completed before the effective date of the floodplain management regulations adopted 
by a community. 

Expansion to an Existing Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision: the preparation of 
additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
manufacturing homes are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities, the 
construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 

Expressway: a limited access route designated on the Major Street Plan. 

Family: an individual or two or more persons who are related by blood, marriage or legal 
adoption living together and occupying a single housekeeping unit with single cooking 
facilities; or not more than two persons, or not more than four persons (provided the 
owner lives on the premises) living together by joint agreement and occupying a single 
housekeeping unit with single cooking facilities on a non- profit, cost sharing basis. 

Firing Range, Indoor: a completely enclosed facility with impenetrable walls, floors, and 
ceilings, and acoustical treatment for sound attenuation, all designed to offer a controlled 
shooting environment for target shooting for practice or amusement with any firearm 
provided for the use of any person. 

Firing Range, Outdoor: the use of land for the discharge of firearms for the purpose of 
target practice, skeet and trap shooting. Excluded from this use type shall be general 
hunting and unstructured and nonrecurring discharging of firearms on private property 
with the property owner’s permission. 

First Flush: the first one inch of rainfall runoff. 

Fixture, Full Cut-Off: a luminaire or light fixture that, by design of the housing, does not 
allow any light dispersion or direct glare to shine above a 90 degree, horizontal plane 
from the base of the fixture and that is installed in a vertical position to prevent disability 
glare. 

Fixture, Fully Shielded: a luminaire or fixture constructed in such a manner that an opaque 
shield extends, on the top and all sides, below the lowest direct light emitting part of the 
luminaire with a shield surrounding the lowest direct light emitting part that is level with 
the horizontal plane, regardless of the orientation of the luminaire or fixture. 

Flag: any fabric, bunting, or other flexible material that is mounted on a pole and used as a 
symbol of a unit of government, group, cause, or organization. 

Flood or Flooding: a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of 
normally dry land areas from: 
(1) The overflow of inland or tidal waters; or 
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(2) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 

The collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or other body of water as a 
result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water exceeding 
anticipated cyclical levels or suddenly caused by an unusually high water level in a natural 
body of water, accompanied by a severe storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature, 
such as flash flood or an abnormal tidal surge, or by some similarly unusual and 
unforeseeable event which results in flooding as defined in paragraph (a)(1) of this 
definition. 

Flood Elevation Study: an examination, evaluation, and determination of flood hazards and, 
if appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations, or an examination, evaluation, and 
determination of mudslides (i.e., mudflow) and/or flood-related erosion hazards. 

Flood Insurance Rate map (FIRM): an official map of a community on which the 
Administrator has delineated both the special flood hazard areas and the risk premium 
zones applicable to the community. 

Flood Insurance Study: see flood elevation study. 

Flood Proofing: any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes, or 
adjustments to structures that reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or 
improved real property, water and sanitary facilities, structures, and their contents. 

Floodplain or Flood-Prone Area: any land area susceptible to being inundated by water 
from any source (see definition of ``flooding''). 

Floodplain Administrator: the principal individual responsible for the daily implementation 
of flood loss reduction activities including enforcing the community’s flood damage 
prevention ordinance, updating flood maps, plans, and policies of the community, and 
any of the activities related to administration of the National Flood Insurance Program. 

Floodplain Management: the operation of an overall program of corrective and preventive 
measures for reducing flood damage including but not limited to emergency 
preparedness plans, flood control works, and floodplain management regulations. 

Floodway: the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must 
be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the 
water surface elevation more than a designated height. 

Floor Area: the sum of the horizontal areas of each floor of a building, measured from the 
interior faces of all exterior walls of a building, or the centerline of walls separating two 
joined buildings, excluding unfinished basements, unfinished attics, enclosed parking 
areas, porches, breezeways, and accessory structures. 

Floor Area Ratio (FAR): the floor area of all buildings on a lot divided by the lot area. 

Foot Candle: a unit of measure for illuminance on a surface that is everywhere one foot from 
a uniform point source of light of one candle and equal to one lumen per square foot. 
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Footprint: the area enclosed within the external walls or periphery of a structure. For 
elevated structures, trailers, and mobile homes, the footprint shall mean the vertical 
projection of the external walls to the ground surface. 

Four Percent Storm: a storm with a four percent chance of occurring in any given year; the 
25-year storm. 

Freeboard: a factor of safety usually expressed in feet above a flood level for purposes of 
floodplain management. "Freeboard" is intended to compensate for the many unknown 
factors that could contribute to flood heights greater than the height calculated for a 
selected size flood and floodway conditions, such as wave action, bridge openings, and 
the hydrological effect of urbanization of the watershed. 

Frontage, Building: see Building Frontage. 

Frontage, Lot: the horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at a point where 
the side lot lines intersect a street right-of-way or private servitude of access. All sides of a 
lot that abuts a street or servitude of access are considered frontage, as is the arc between 
the side lot of curvilinear streets or servitudes of access. 

Frontage, Street: all of the property on one side of a street between two intersecting streets 
or from one intersecting street to the end of a dead end street. Street Frontage may 
represent the combination of multiple Lot Frontages. 

Functionally Dependent Use: a use that cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is 
located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking facilities, 
port facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, 
and ship building and ship repair facilities but does not include long-term storage or 
related manufacturing facilities. 

Future Land Use Map: the map within the comprehensive plan that guides the distribution of 
various land use categories (residential, office, commercial, industrial, mixed-use) 
envisioned for the future. 

Garage, Front Loaded: a private garage where the overhead doors are generally parallel to 
the front yard. 

Garage Sale: the sale of personal property on any portion of a lot in a residential zoning 
district, whether inside or outside a building. 

Garage, Private: an accessory structure within which vehicles owned and used by occupants 
of the principle building may be contained. 

Garage, Storage: a structure within which vehicles may be contained or where persons other 
than the occupants of the principle building on the property use the vehicles. 

Gas Station: any place used for the dispensing, sale or offering for sale of automobile fuel 
and oils at retail and no vehicle repair services are offered. 
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Glare: light emitting from a luminaire with an intensity great enough to reduce a viewer’s 
ability to see and function, and in extreme cases causing momentary blindness. 

Grade: the average level of the finished surface of the ground abutting the exterior walls of a 
building or the support structure for a sign, unless the building or sign closer than five 
feet to a street, in which case the sidewalk elevation at the center of the building shall 
determine the grade. 

Grading: movement and reshaping of earth to create new contours. 

Green Wall: a wall partially or completely covered with vegetation that includes a growing 
medium, such as soil, and frequently features an integrated water delivery system. Green 
walls are also known as living walls, BIOboards, biowalls, ecowalls, or vertical gardens. 

Greenbelt: an open area that may be cultivated or maintained in a natural state surrounding 
development or used as a buffer between land uses. 

Ground Cover: material planted in such a way as to form a continuous cover over the ground 
that can be maintained at a height not more than twelve inches. 

Group Homes: a residential building housing not more than ten service-dependent or 
developmentally disabled people living with professional staff. The group home 
constitutes a single housekeeping unit in which residents share household responsibilities 
(such as cooking, cleaning, laundry), meals and recreation in a family setting. Group 
homes str not congregate care facilities or halfway houses or transitional housing. 

Half-Story: space under a sloping roof that is at least three feet high but permits not more 
than 60 percent of the floor area to be finished off for use. 

Halfway House or Transitional Housing: temporary housing for ex-offenders or individuals 
recovering from substance abuse wherein supervision, rehabilitation, and counseling are 
provided to mainstream residents back into society to enable residents live 
independently. 

Hazardous Material: any toxic or hazardous substance, material, or waste, or any pollutant, 
contaminant, infectious, or radioactive material, including but not limited to those 
regulated now or in the future under any of the following, and any and all of those 
substances included in the definitions of "hazardous substances," "hazardous materials," 
"hazardous waste," "toxic substances," "hazardous air pollutant,” or "solid waste" in the 
following: 
1. Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 

(CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. § 9601, et seq. 
2. Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, 49 U.S.C. § 1801, et seq. 
3. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. § 6901, et seq. 
4. § 311 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1321. 
5. Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act, 7 U.S.C. § 136 et seq. 
6. Toxic Substances Act, 15 U.S.C. § 2601 et seq. 
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7. Atomic Energy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 2011 et seq. 
8. Nuclear Waste Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 10101 et seq. 
9. Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA), 29 U.S.C. § 651 et seq. 
10. Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq. 
11. National Fire Prevention Code, NFPA 1. 

Highest Adjacent Grade: the highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to 
construction next to the proposed walls of a structure. 

Historical Society: an organization that collects, researches, interprets and preserves 
information or items of historical interest. Generally, a historical society focuses on a 
specific geographical area, such as a county or town or subject, such as aviation or rail 
transport. 

Historic District, Local: a geographically definable area designated by the St. George City 
Council on the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission that contains 
structures, buildings, objects, sites, or works of art that contribute to the historic character 
of the area. 

Historic Landmark, Local: an individual structure, building, object, site, or work of art 
designated by the St. George City Council on the recommendation of the Historic 
Preservation Commission as exhibiting a special historical, architectural, or environmental 
character. 

Historic Structure: any structure that is: 
A. Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by 

the Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior 
as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; 

B. Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to 
the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily 
determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district; 

C. Individually listed on the State inventory of historic places in states with historic 
preservation programs that have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or, 

D. Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic 
preservation programs that have been certified either: 
(1) By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior or 
(2) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs. 

Home Occupation: An accessory use of a residential dwelling unit for a business, 
occupation, or activity conducted for financial gain. 

Housing for the Elderly: a multiple family structure operated with resident management that 
is designed specifically for people over age 65 with at least 75 percent of its occupants 
being 65 years of age or older. 
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Hydrodynamic Load: those loads that result from the pressure of water flowing against and 
around a rigid structural element or system. 

Hydrostatic Load: those loads that result from the pressure of standing water on a solid 
object. 

Impervious Surface: a hard surface area which causes water to run off the surface in greater 
quantities or at an increased rate of flow from the flow present under natural conditions 
prior to development. Common impervious surfaces include, but are not limited to, roof 
tops, walkways, patios, driveways, parking lots or storage areas, concrete or asphalt 
paving, gravel roads, packed earthen materials, and oiled, macadam or other surfaces 
which similarly impede the natural infiltration of stormwater. 

Indexed Stream: surface waters with assigned numbers as shown on maps produced with 
the EBR Stream Segment Data Layer. 

Institution: an establishment serving a social, educational, or religious purpose, such as a 
hospital, school or place of worship. 

Institution, Educational: any public, parochial or private institution that provides a 
curriculum of education at the primary, secondary, or college/university level, including 
preschool programs such as Head Start, as well as schools for the mentally or physically 
handicapped. This definition does not include childcare facilities or trade or business 
schools. 

Institution, Philanthropic: any organization that is supported primarily by charity and whose 
principal function is the performance of charitable works. 

Institution, Religious: a building used for nonprofit purposes in which people assemble for 
religious worship and which is maintained and controlled by a religious body organized 
to sustain public worship, together with accessory buildings and customary accessory 
uses, including cathedrals, chapels, churches, mosques, synagogues, temples, and similar 
designations. 

Kennel: an establishment where domestic animals, except where accessory to an agricultural 
use, are boarded, bred, raised, or trained for commercial gain. 

Kitchen: a room primarily used, intended, or designed to be used for the preparation of food 
that contains a sink, a range or oven or utility connections suitable for servicing a range or 
oven, and other appliances typically associated with the preparation of food. 

Kitchen, outdoor: an area or structure designed for the preparation of food outside of and 
accessory to a principal residential building. 

Lamp: the component of a luminaire that produces the actual light. 

Landscape Materials: materials such as, but not limited to, living trees, shrubs, vines, lawn 
grass, ground cover, earthen mounds, landscape water features and non-living, durable 
materials commonly used in landscaping including, but not limited to rocks, pebbles, 
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sands, decorative walls, fences, brick, stone or concrete paving or landscape support 
systems such as irrigation, drainage and landscape lighting components. 

Landscape Plan: detailed graphic and written criteria and specifications for the arrangement 
and/or modification of features such as plantings, ground and water forms, circulation, 
walks and other features of development. 

Light, Direct: Light emitted directly from the lamp, off of the reflector or diffuser, or through 
the refractor or diffuser lens, of a luminaire. 

Light, Indirect: direct light that has been reflected or has scattered off of other surfaces. 

Light Trespass: any artificial light greater than the standard allowed falling eight feet outside 
the boundaries of the property upon which the outdoor luminaire is installed. Light 
trespass shall be deemed to occur when residential or residentially zoned properties 
within 100 feet of the property line are affected by the lighting system’s inability to contain 
its light within the established parameters. 

Limits of Clearing: the boundaries defined on a site plan to be cleared, including the Limits 
of Construction and any staging area. 

Limits of Construction: the boundaries defined on a site plan within which all structures, 
driveways, parking, sidewalks, drainage features, utilities, improved recreational facilities, 
and designed landscaping will be contained. 

Live/Work Unit: a building containing up to 2,500 square feet of nonresidential space on the 
ground floor with one dwelling unit above. 

Lodging House: see Boarding House. 

Lot: a parcel of land that fronts on a public street or approved servitude of access that is 
intended as a building site. A lot is any parcel of land recorded prior to 1950 or any parcel 
of land recorded after 1950 approved by the Planning Commission in accordance with 
the requirements of the Unified Development Code. 

Lot, Buildable: see Buildable Lot. 

Lot, Corner: a lot abutting on two or more streets at their intersection. The front yard line shall 
face the shortest street dimension of the lot. 

Lot, Flag: a lot designed so that the building site area is set back from a public or private 
street and access to that street is provided by means of a narrow strip of land between 
abutting lots. 

Lot Frontage: see Frontage, Lot. 

Lot Width: the width of a lot at the front setback. 

Lowest Floor: the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including the basement) of a 
building. An unfinished or flood- resistant enclosure usable solely for parking of vehicles, 
building access, or storage in an area other than a basement area is not considered the 
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lowest floor provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in 
violation of the applicable non-elevation design requirements of the National Flood 
Insurance Program regulations. 

Lumen: a unit of luminous flux. One foot-candle is one lumen per square foot. For regulatory 
purposes, the lumen-output values shall be the initial lumen output ratings of a lamp. 

Luminaire: a complete lighting system that includes a lamp or lamps and a fixture. 

Maintenance: the servicing, repairing, cleaning, or replacing of any premise, appliance, 
apparatus, equipment, or landscaped area to extend its use or purpose without altering 
its design or structure. 

Mansard Roof: a roof characterized by two slopes on each of its sides with the lower slope, 
which may be punctured by dormer windows, at a steeper angle than the upper. 

Manufactured Home: a structure built to the standards of the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development that is transportable in one or more sections designed for use as 
a dwelling, built on a permanent chassis and designed for use with or without a 
permanent foundation when connected to required utilities. For floodplain management 
purposes, the term "manufactured home" includes vacation trailers, travel trailers, and 
similar vehicles placed on a development for greater than one hundred eighty (180) 
consecutive days, though such uses are not considered "manufactured homes” for 
insurance purposes. For use in Chapter 15, “Manufactured Home” means a structure, 
transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a permanent chassis and is 
designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when attached to the required 
utilities. The term ``manufactured home'' does not include a ``recreational vehicle''. 

Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision: a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided 
into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 

Marquee: a permanent roof-like shelter extending from part or all of a building face 
constructed of some durable material and not supported from the ground. 

Material Change in Appearance: a change that will affect either the exterior architectural or 
environmental features of an historic property that is visible from the public right-of-way, 
including any one or more of the following: 
A. Reconstruction or alteration of the size, shape, or facade of a historic property, 

including any of its architectural elements or details; 
B. Demolition; 
C. Excavation for construction purposes; 
D. Relocation of advertising; 
E. Erection, alteration, restoration, or removal of any building, structure, object or work of 

art, including walls, fences, steps, and pavements, or other appurtenant features; or, 
F. Removal of trees greater than 18 inches DBH. 
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Mean Sea Level: the North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988 or other datum to 
which base flood elevations shown on a community's Flood Insurance Rate Map are 
referenced. 

Median: a landscaped strip of land dividing a thoroughfare, boulevard or street into lanes 
according to the direction of travel; the area within a traffic circle. 

Medical Clinic: an establishment containing offices and facilities where one or more 
physicians, dentists, other health care professionals, or similar professions for the 
examination and treatment of human patients solely on an outpatient basis. 

Microbrewery: a facility licensed as a “Microbrewery” as defined in Title 26, Section 241, of 
the Louisiana Revised Statutes. The facilities may include an on-site tasting room with 
retail sales of alcoholic beverages for consumption on or off the premises. The on-site 
tasting room sales shall be only those alcoholic beverages produced at that facility shall 
be a permitted accessory use. 

Microdistillery: a facility licensed as a “Microdistiller” as defined in Title 26, Section 2, of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes. The facilities may include an on-site tasting room with retail 
sales of alcoholic beverages for consumption on or off the premises. The on-site tasting 
room sales shall be only those alcoholic beverages produced at that facility shall be a 
permitted accessory use. 

Mitigation: compensatory action(s) to restore natural functions and values lost through 
development and human alterations. 

Mobile Home: See Manufactured Home. 

Mobile Home Park (for purposes of Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage and 
Water Quality, only): a plot of ground upon which two or more occupied manufactured 
homes or a combination of manufactured homes and campers are located on a rental or 
lease basis. 

Modular Housing: a dwelling unit constructed of pre-made parts and unit modules that are 
transported from the factory to the building site for final assembly on a permanent 
foundation. 

Motor Vehicle Dealer: any business that is licensed by the State to sell motor vehicles. 

National Flood Insurance Program: the federal program that enables property owners in 
participating communities to purchase subsidized insurance protection against losses 
from flooding, and requires flood insurance for all loans or lines of credit that are secured 
by existing buildings, manufactured homes, or buildings under construction. 

New Construction: structures for which a building permit was issued on or before the 
effective date of an adopted regulation, provided the actual start of construction or any 
subsequent improvements to such structures commenced within 180 days of the permit 
date. For use in Chapter 15, “New Construction” means the start of construction 
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commenced on or after the effective date of a floodplain management regulation 
adopted by a community and includes any subsequent improvements to such structures. 

New Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision: a manufactured home park or subdivision 
for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured 
homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the 
construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is 
completed on or after the effective date of floodplain management regulations adopted 
by a community. 

No Adverse Impact: an approach by which the action of any community or property owner, 
public or private, is not allowed to negatively affect or impose a greater burden on the 
property or rights of others. 

Nonconforming Lot: any legally established parcel that does not conform to the current area 
or dimensional requirements of the zoning district in which it is located. 

Nonconforming Structure: any legally established building or structure that fails to meet 
current ordinance standards for setback, height, or similar factors. 

Nonconforming Use: any legally established use of property that does not conform with the 
requirements of the zoning district in which it is located. 

North American Vertical Datum (NAVD): the vertical control datum of height above sea 
level established for vertical control surveying in the United States of America based upon 
the General Adjustment of the North American Datum of 1988; generally considered the 
height above sea level. 

Nursing Home: a residential facility licensed by the State, housing three (3) or more aged, 
infirm, or chronically ill people not related to the operator, offering nursing care, 
rehabilitation, and a full range of other therapies, treatments, and programs. Nursing 
Homes do not include hospitals, clinics, or similar institutions devoted primarily to the 
diagnosis and treatment of the sick or injured. 

Obscene Material: material that appeals to prurient interests, is patently offensive, and lacks 
serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value, as set forth in Louisiana Revised 
Statutes 14:106. 

Office Building: is a building designed for or used as the offices of professional, commercial, 
industrial, religious, public or semi-public persons or organizations. 

Office/Warehouse: buildings consisting of combined light warehousing with office space 
serving retail and wholesale customers. 

One Percent Storm: a storm with a one percent chance of occurring in any given year; the 
100-year storm. 

Open Space: any area retained for resource protection, stormwater management, or for use 
as active or passive recreation. 
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Open Space, Common: land area, exclusive of required setback areas, that does not contain 
structures other than those intended for recreational or landscape purposes, or water set 
aside, dedicated, designated, or reserved for the use and enjoyment of all owners and 
occupants of a project, which is maintained by those same people. 

Open Space, Green: land area consisting of green permeable areas, other than sidewalks, 
exclusive of required setback areas, drainage areas, and servitudes with existing above 
ground facilities, as well as structures other than those intended for landscape or 
recreational purposes, that is acceptable for recreation uses, which is maintained by a 
development or homeowners association. 

Open Space, Usable: a common outdoor area at grade level or on a roof, deck, porch, court, 
or balcony or any combination of these locations with a minimum horizontal dimension of 
ten feet and a minimum area of 100 square feet that is designed for outdoor living or 
recreation. 

Ordinary Repair or Maintenance: work done on a building in order to correct any 
deterioration, decay, or damage in order to restore it as nearly as practical to its condition 
prior to such deterioration, decay or damage. 

Outdoor Display: the outdoor placement of merchandise, inventory, or products intended 
for retail sale or lease as part of a permitted principal use. Examples include, but are not 
limited to, automobiles for sale, recreational vehicles, equipment offered for sale or lease, 
nursery stock, garden center merchandise, and similar retail inventory. 

Outdoor Item, Large: any individual item, stacked material, piece of equipment, or display 
exceeding twenty-five (25) feet in height 

Outdoor Storage: the outdoor placement or keeping of equipment, machinery, construction 
materials, fleet vehicles, trailers, shipping containers, dumpsters, pallets, bulk materials, 
precast concrete products, or other items not intended for immediate retail display or 
sale. Outdoor storage shall not include temporary construction equipment actively being 
utilized on the subject property pursuant to a valid building permit. 

Outparcel: a parcel of land associated with a shopping center or multi-tenant property 
development that is designated on an approved site plan as a location for a freestanding 
structure. 

Parapet: the extension of the exterior walls of a building wall above any portion of the roof 
level. 

Parkway: a street, intended to be used primarily by passenger vehicles, that may have a 
varying width of right-of-way and which right-of-way is, or is intended to be, developed 
with a park-like character. 

Peak hour trips: a calculation in accordance with the most current versions of the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers ("ITE") Trip Generation Informational Report or comparable 
research data published by a public agency or institution. 
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Pedestrian Way: a right-of-way or servitude dedicated for public pedestrian access. 

Personal Service Establishment: an establishment providing non-medically related services 
involving the care of a person or their apparel, such as a barber shop, beauty shop, 
laundromat, nail salon, shoe repair shop, or spas, and accessory retail sales of products 
directly related to the service provided. 

Pervious Surface: a surface that presents an opportunity for precipitation to infiltrate into the 
ground. 

Planting Area: an area with a pervious surface that is designed for landscape material 
installation and growth. 

Plaza: an open space at ground level that is continuously accessible to the public with 
openings to the sky and is wholly or partly enclosed by buildings. 

Portable Storage Container: a unit used for temporary on-site storage. 

Porte-cochere: a structure attached to a building and erected over a driveway, not exceeding 
one story in height, and open on two or more sides. 

Prurient Interests: abnormal, unhealthy, shameful, or morbid interest in sex, nudity, or 
excretion, as defined by the U.S. Supreme Court in Miller v. California, 413 U.S. 15 (1973), 
when the material: 
1. Appeals to the prurient interest, applying contemporary community standards; 
2. Depicts or describes sexual conduct in a patently offensive way; and 
3. Lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value. 

Public Utility: any business providing any utility service, including but not limited to, water, 
sewerage, gas, electricity, telecommunications, or cable television to the residents of the 
City of St. George. 

Reasonable Accommodation: a change in rules, policies, practices, or services so that a 
person with a disability will have an equal opportunity to use and enjoy a dwelling unit or 
common space. Reasonable accommodation may be granted for all provisions within the 
Unified Development Code that are reasonable and necessary according to the Fair 
Housing Act, Americans with Disabilities Act, and current case law interpreting their 
application. 
A. In determining whether a request for a reasonable accommodation is reasonable, the 

City of St. George will consider the following: 
1. Whether the proposed group home for people with a disability would cause a 

fundamental change in the City of St. George's zoning; 
2. Whether the proposed facility would cause any undue financial or administrative 

burden on the City of St. George; or, 
3. Any other reason constituting "reasonableness" under the federal Fair Housing 

Act. 
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B. In determining whether a request for a reasonable accommodation is necessary, the 
City of St. George will consider whether the proposed group home's violation of 
otherwise applicable zoning rules is necessary because of: 
1. The economics of its operation; 
2. The need for residential opportunities for handicapped persons; or, 
3. Any other reason constituting "necessity" under the federal Fair Housing Act. 

Reclamation: the reasonable rehabilitation of land that has been disturbed by mining 
activities to productive use. Reclamation procedures may include addition of topsoil, 
return of vegetative cover, planting of trees and restoration of landforms. 

Reclamation Plan: a written proposal for reclamation of the affected areas including land use 
objectives, maps, or other documents as required to describe reclamation, and where 
relevant, grading specifications and manner and type of revegetation. 

Record Inundation: the highest flood level, excluding the flood in August 2016, recorded by 
the City of St. George in an applicable area. 

Recreation, Active: leisure activities, usually performed with others, often requiring 
equipment and taking place at prescribed places, sites, or fields. The term “active 
recreation” includes but is not limited to baseball and other field sports, golf, playground 
activities, quidditch, swimming, tennis, and other court games. 

Recreation, Passive: leisure activities that generally do not require a developed site, activities 
such as birdwatching, fishing, hiking, horseback riding, and picnicking. 

Recreation Facility: a facility designed and equipped for the conduct of sports, leisure time 
and recreational activities where fees are collected, limited to indoor or outdoor camping, 
horseback riding, non-combustion engine water touring boats in contained bodies of 
water, canoe rentals, or non-motorized outdoor bike trails. Guests are limited to a 
maximum stay of 14 consecutive days. 

Recreation Facility, Commercial: any establishment whose main purpose is to provide the 
general public with an amusing or entertaining activity and where tickets are sold and fees 
collected for the activity. Includes, but not limited to skating rinks, water slides, miniature 
golf, arcades, bowling alleys and billiard halls, but not movie theatres. 

Recreational Vehicle: a vehicle that is: 
A. Built on a single chassis; 
B. 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projections; 
C. Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and, 
D. Designed primarily, not for use as a permanent dwelling, but as temporary living 

quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 

Research and Development Facility: A business that engages in research, or research and 
development, of innovative ideas in technology-intensive fields such as computer 
software and hardware, information systems, communications systems, transportation, 
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geographic information systems, and multimedia and video technology, and including 
the development and construction of prototypes of such things. 

Respite Care Center: a facility designed to provide short term relief to primary care givers 
from providing continuous care of people suffering from debilitative conditions. 

Restaurant: an establishment in which the principal use is the preparation and sale of food. 

Retail Sale of Packaged Alcohol: an establishment where more than 50% of gross revenue 
is derived from the sale of alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption. 

Retention Basin: a wet or dry stormwater holding area, either natural or manmade, that does 
not have an outlet to adjoining watercourses or wetlands other than an emergency 
spillway. 

Right-of-Way: a strip of ground taken or dedicated to a public entity for public use. 

Riverine: relating to, formed by, or resembling a river (including tributaries), stream, creek, or 
brook, or other similar water bodies. 

Road: see Street. 

Roof Line: the highest point of a structure including parapets but not including spires, 
chimneys, or heating or cooling mechanical devices. 

Self Storage: a building or group of buildings containing separate storage spaces, which 
may be of various sizes, leased or rented on an individual basis. May include outdoor 
storage spaces for vehicles, boats or other recreation vehicles. 

Servitude: an area designated for private access, utilities, drainage, and/or other public or 
private purposes; the title to which remains with the property owner, subject to the right 
of use designated. 

Setback: the minimum distance any building or structure must be separated from a street 
right-of-way or lot line. 

Setback, Wireless Tower: the minimum distance a wireless tower structure must be 
separated from a street right-of-way or lot line, or, in the case of a waiver, from the wall of 
a residentially used building. 

Sheet Flow: see an area of shallow flooding. 

Shielded: provided with internal and/or external shields, top and side visors, hoods, and 
internal louvers to limit glare and light trespass caused by emission from luminaires. 

Short-Term Rental: the rental of all or any portion of a residential dwelling unit for dwelling, 
lodging, or sleeping purposes to one party with a duration of occupancy of less than thirty 
consecutive days. 

Shrub: a woody plant that produces shoots or trunks from its base and generally obtains a 
height less than eight feet. 
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Sight Triangle: a triangular area formed by a diagonal line connecting two points located on 
intersecting right-of-way lines (or a right-of-way line and the curb or a driveway). 

Sign: any words, lettering, parts of letters, figures, numerals, phrases, sentences, emblems, 
devices, structures, designs, trade names, or trademarks by which anything is made 
known, used to designate, or used to attract attention to an individual, firm, association, 
corporation, profession, business, commodity, or product that is legible from any public 
right-of-way or adjacent property, including the structure (other than a wall) on which the 
sign message is displayed. This definition does not include flags or trade dress, 
architectural features identified with a product or business, or billboards. 

Sign, Awning: a sign that is painted, sewn, or affixed on an awning. 

Sign, Canopy: a sign on a permanent, decorative porch or walkway cover other than an 
awning which is attached to a building or supported by columns extending to the ground. 

Sign, Directional: a sign that is designed and erected for the purpose of providing direction 
and/or orientation for pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

Sign Face: the entire area of a sign upon, against, or through which copy is placed. 

Sign, Freestanding: a sign anchored directly to the ground or supported by one or more 
posts, columns, or other vertical structures or supports, and not attached to or dependent 
for support from any building. 

Sign, Marquee: a sign attached to or painted on a marquee. 

Sign, Monument: a freestanding sign, generally having a low profile where the base of the 
sign structure is no more than 12 inches above the lowest point of the ground adjacent to 
the sign, creating the appearance of a solid base. 

Sign, Projecting: a sign attached to a building and extending away from the building face by 
more than 12 inches, generally visible at right angles to the building. 

Sign, Pylon: a freestanding sign that is supported by uprights, braces, columns, poles or 
other vertical members that are not an integral part of a building or structure. 

Sign, Roof: a sign that is wholly or partially fastened to and supported by or on the roof of a 
structure and which extends above the highest point of the roof line or parapet. 

Sign Structure: any structure that supports, has supported or is capable of supporting a sign, 
including any decorative cover for the sign structure. 

Sign, Suspended: a sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizontal plane surface 
and is supported by such surface. 

Sign, Wall: a sign applied to or mounted on the wall, window or door of a building or a 
structure, the display surface of which is approximately parallel to the wall; a sign 
mounted on the roof of a building that does not project above the highest point of the 
roofline. Painting on the wall is not a wall sign. 
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Site: a contiguous area of land, including all lots and portions of lots, upon which a project is 
developed or proposed for development. 

Slope: the degree of deviation of a surface from the horizontal, usually expressed in percent 
or degree. 

Soil Stabilization: measures that protect soil from the erosive forces of raindrop impact and 
flowing water. Including, but not limited to, vegetative establishment, mulching, and the 
early application of gravel base on areas to be paved. 

Special Flood Hazard Area: see “area of special flood hazard''. Special hazard area means an 
area having special flood, mudslide (i.e., mudflow), or flood-related erosion hazards, and 
shown on an FHBM or FIRM as Zone A, AO, A1-30, AE, AR, AR/A1-30, AR/ AE, AR/AO, 
AR/AH, AR/A, A99, AH, VO, V1-30, VE, V, M, or E. 

Storage, Hazardous Material in Bulk: storing, or the ability to store (e.g. existing tanks for 
hazardous material storage not in use or empty), hazardous material not under active 
shipping papers: 
1. In the following cumulative amounts: 

a. Gases with a liquid capacity equal to or greater than five thousand (5,000) gallons; 
b. Liquids or slurries equal to or greater than ten thousand (10,000) gallons or one 

hundred thousand (100,000) pounds; or 
c. Solids equal to or greater than one hundred thousand (100,000) pounds; and 

2. Except not the storage of hydrocarbon materials in: 
a. Above-ground tanks used in a facility's operation of fleet vehicles or equipment; or 
b. Underground tanks used in fueling operations. 

Storefront: the first floor facade of a building with display windows that faces the street and 
connects with the sidewalk. 

Stormwater Treatment Train: a strategy that incorporates at least two processes to maximize 
the control of pollutants from the runoff. 

Story: the part of a building, other than a basement, included between the surface of any 
floor and the surface of the floor above it, or, if there is no floor above it, the space 
between the floor and the ceiling above. 

Street: a thoroughfare providing primary private or public access to lots. 

Street Frontage: see Frontage, Street. 

Street, Local: a roadway that provides access to adjacent residential, commercial or industrial 
properties that is not intended generally to carry through traffic. 

Street, Major: a street that serves or is intended to serve as a major traffic way that is shown 
on the Major Street Plan. 
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Street, Private: a privately-owned and maintained street, road, lane or any improved surface, 
not dedicated to the City of St. George as a public street, which provides the primary 
means of vehicular ingress or egress to dwelling units, lots, parcels or principal buildings. 

Street, Public: a public right-of-way that has been improved to the standards of and 
dedicated to the City of St. George for public vehicular use and maintenance. 

Street, Residential: a local street where the primary land use of lots with frontage on both 
sides of the street within the block is residential. 

Street, Thoroughfare: a multilane street providing connections between regional centers 
and major highways. 

Structural Alteration: any change in the supporting members of a building, such as bearing 
walls or bearing partitions, columns, beams, or girders, or any complete rebuilding of the 
roof or the exterior walls. 

Structure: anything constructed or erected by man that requires location on the ground 
(other than swimming pools, fences, and walls used as fences) or is attached to something 
having location on the ground. For application in Chapter 15 of the Unified Development 
Code, "Structure" refers to a walled and roofed building, including a gas or liquid storage 
tank that is principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home. 

Subdivision: the division of a lot, tract, or parcel of land into two or more lots, plots, sites or a 
division of land, for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of sale or of building 
development; or the dedication, granting of construction of a road, highway, street, alley, 
or servitude through a tract of land regardless of area, except where the dedication, 
granting or construction of a road, highway, street, alley, or servitude is done by the City 
of St. George, the East Baton Rouge Sewerage Commission or the State of Louisiana. 

Subdivision, Recognized: a named subdivision approved, filed and recorded that contains 
more than five lots and includes streets, sewers and drainage improvements which have 
been accepted for public or private maintenance. 

Substantial Damage: damage of any origin sustained by a structure that would result in 
spending 50 percent or more than the market value of the structure before the damage 
occurred to restore the house to its condition before the damage occurred. 

Substantial Improvement: any repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other 
improvement of a structure in which the cost equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market 
value of the structure either before the improvement or repair is started, or if the structure 
has been damaged and is being restored, before the damage occurred. For the purpose 
of this definition, "substantial improvement" is considered to occur when the first 
alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building commences 
whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the structure. The term 
does not, however, include either any project for improvement of a structure to comply 
with existing State or local health, sanitary or safety code specifications which are solely 
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necessary to assure safe living conditions, or any alteration of an historic structure, 
provided that the alteration will not preclude the structure's continued designation as a 
``historic structure”. 

Subwatershed: the land area or topographic region that drains into a particular stream that 
subsequently drains into another river or waterbody. 

Telecommunications: the transmission, between or among points specified by the user, of 
information for the user’s choosing, without change in the form or content of the 
information as sent and received. 

Ten Percent Storm: a storm with a ten percent chance of occurring in any given year; the ten-
year storm. 

Timber Harvesting: the cutting and removal of trees from their growing site, including the 
accompanying operation of cutting and skidding machinery, so long as the cutting is not 
associated with the clearing of land for the construction of roads or for development. 

Total Maximum Daily Load: the maximum amount of a pollutant that a body of water can 
receive while still meeting water quality standards. 

Tract: see Site. 

Travel Lane: that portion of a street that is designed for moving traffic. 

Treat (for purposes of Chapter 15, Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage and Water Quality, 
only): to filter stormwater through plants, soil, gravel, and/or other media to remove 
pollutants. 

Tree: a woody perennial plant with a main stem or trunk that, at maturity, is at least four inches 
in diameter at breast height. 

Tree, Class “A”: a tree of a species that normally grows to an overall height of at least 50 feet, 
usually with one main stem or trunk and many branches, such as several varieties of oak 
trees. 

Tree, Class “B”: a tree of a species that normally grows to an overall height of at least 25 feet, 
with either one main stem or trunk with many branches, or several stems or trunks, such as 
Crepe myrtles. 

Tree, Class “C”: a tree of a species that normally grows to an overall height of at least 12 feet, 
with either one main stem or trunk with many branches, or several stems or trunks, such as 
Wax myrtles. 

Twenty Percent Storm: a storm with a twenty percent chance of occurring in any given year; 
the five-year storm. 

Two-tenths Percent Storm: a storm with a 0.2% chance of occurring in any given year; the 
500 year storm. 

Uplighting: any light source that distributes illumination above a 90-degree horizontal plane. 
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Usable Open Space: see Open Space, Usable. 

Utilities, Major: facilities serving a larger area, such as community waste water treatment 
plants, electrical substations, power plants, and similar facilities. 

Utilities, Minor: small-scale facilities serving a local area, including transformers, pump 
stations, wireless communication towers, and similar structures designed or intended to 
serve adjacent properties. 

Variance: in Chapter 15 refers to a grant of relief by a community from the terms of a 
floodplain management regulation. (For full requirements see 44 CFR Sec. 60.6. of the 
National Flood Insurance Program regulations). 

Vehicular Use Area: that area of private development subject to vehicular traffic, including 
accessways, parking aisles, loading and service areas, areas used for parking and storage 
of vehicles, boats, or portable construction equipment and all land which vehicles cross 
over as a function of primary use. 

Veterinary Clinic: see Animal Clinic. 

Violation: the failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with this code. 
For example, a structure or other development without the elevation certificate, other 
certifications, or other evidence of compliance required by the National Flood Insurance 
Program regulations is presumed to be in violation until such time as that documentation 
is provided. 

Vision Clearance: the area between three and ten feet above grade that must be kept free 
from obstructions in any sight triangle. 

Vision Triangle: see Sight Triangle. 

Waiver: an exemption expressly allowed within this ordinance from some regulations. 

Waiver of Local Freeboard: a grant of relief to a person from the freeboard requirements of 
Sec. 7:15.21 that are in excess of the minimum requirements established in Section 60.6 
of the National Flood Insurance Program Regulations. 

Wastewater Suburban Transportation Network: the existing gravity and pressurized 
sanitary sewerage collection system operated by the City of Baton Rouge and the Parish 
of East Baton Rouge. 

Warehouse: a facility for the storage and wholesale distribution of manufactured products, 
supplies, and equipment. 

Water Surface Elevation: the height in relation to the North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) 
of 1988 (or other datum, where specified) of floods of various magnitudes and 
frequencies in the floodplains of coastal or riverine areas. 

Watershed: a land area that collects precipitation and contributes runoff to a receiving body 
of water or point along a watercourse. 
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Wetlands: areas that are periodically or permanently inundated by surface or ground water 
and support vegetation adapted for life in saturated soil; wetlands include swamps, 
marshes, bogs, and similar areas. 

Wireless Facility: the tower, antennae, relay equipment, perimeter fences and any other 
equipment or building necessary for the operation of wireless reception and transmission. 

Yard: an open space on the same lot or tract as a building that is unobstructed by 
encroachments and projections except as may be specifically allowed. 

Yard Depth: the shortest horizontal distance from a lot line to the principle building on the 
lot. 

Yard, Front: a yard extending across the full width of a lot, the depth of which is the minimum 
horizontal distance between the street right-of-way on which the lot faces and the location 
of a principle building. On corner lots, the yard with the narrowest width facing a street is 
considered the front yard. 

Yard, Rear: a yard extending across the full width of a lot, the depth of which is the minimum 
horizontal distance between the property line opposite the front yard and the location of 
a principle building. 

Yard Sale: see Garage Sale. 

Yard, Side: a yard extending from the front yard line to the rear yard line and from the 
principle building to a side lot line. 

Yard, Street: the front yard or the side yard when it abuts a street right-of-way. 

(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2025-013, 4-8-2025; Ord. No. 2025-016, 4-22-2025; Ord. No. 2025-022, 
5-13-2025; Ord. No. 2025-028, 6-10-2025; Ord. No. 2025-052, 11-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; 
Ord. No. 2026-019, 6-23-2026; Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026; Ord. No. 2026-029, 8-25-2026; Ord. No. 2026-030, 
8-25-2026) 

ARTICLE 19.2. MEASUREMENTS 

Sec. 7:19.2.1. Floor Area 
Floor Area is the sum of the horizontal areas of each floor of a building, measured from the 
interior faces of all exterior walls of a building, or the centerline of walls separating two joined 
buildings, excluding unfinished basements, unfinished attics, enclosed parking areas, 
porches, breezeways, and accessory structures. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:19.2.2. Structure Height 
A. This section does not apply to signs (see Sec. 7:19.2.5) or any other structure where its 

application would be impractical. 
B. For towers, height shall be the distance from grade to the top of the tower structure or 

any attached wireless transmission or relay equipment. 
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C. For structures other than towers, height shall be calculated by the vertical distance from 
the average of the finished ground level to the finished roof surface of a flat roof or the 
point at the average height of a roof having a pitch; except for mansard roofs, which shall 
be measured to the highest finished surface. For buildings with more than one facade 
along the street, each building facade shall be measured independently. Height for any 
building with multiple roof levels shall be determined by the highest roof level. 

D. The average finished ground level shall be calculated by averaging the spot elevations for 
all building corners on a single structure. Multiple, unattached structures on the same site 
shall have independently-calculated average grade for the purposes of measuring the 
height of each individual structure. 

Figure 7:19.2.2.A. 
Building Height 

 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:19.2.3. Lot Width 
Lot width shall be measured as a straight line between the side lot lines at the point of the 
street or front setback of the principal building or structure (Figure 7:19.2.3.A). 

Figure 7:19.2.3.A. 
Lot Width 

      

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 
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Sec. 7:19.2.4. Yards 
Required yards shall be measured from abutting property lines or street rights-of-way. 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026) 

Sec. 7:19.2.5. Signs 
A. Sign Area 

1. The entire area within a single, continuous perimeter of regular geometric form 
enclosing the extreme limits of sign display together with any frame of other material 
or color forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate the sign from 
the background against which it is placed, excluding poles, supports or uprights. 
(a) The supporting structure or bracing of a sign shall be omitted in measuring the 

area of the sign unless such structure or bracing is made part of the message or 
face of the sign. 

(b) Any backlit area shall be considered part of the face of the sign. 
(c) Where a sign consists of individual letters, words or symbols attached to a surface, 

building, canopy, awning, wall or window, the sign area shall be the area of the 
smallest rectangle which completely encompasses all such letters, words or 
symbols and any accompanying background of a color different than the natural 
color of the wall. 

(d) For channel letter signs, mounted logos, and similar devices, the wall area 
between multiple elements shall not count as sign area. 

(e) For monument signs, the area with no letters, words or symbol shall not count as 
sign area. 

2. Where a sign has two or more faces, the area shall be computed as the largest area 
projected on the vertical plane. 

3. Signs with multiple sign faces placed in such a manner to ensure that the angle at 
which the two sign faces are placed does not exceed 60 degrees, shall be considered 
as a single face. 

B. Sign Height. The height of a sign shall be computed as the distance from the base of the 
sign to the top of the highest component of the sign. Measurement shall be from the 
average ground elevation at the base of the sign or the crown of the abutting street, if the 
street is higher than the abutting site. 

C. Frontage. For purposes of calculating sign area, each street frontage on which a property 
faces shall be considered separately. 

D. Setback. A sign’s setback shall be measured from the outermost extremity of the sign and 
not the base structure (Figure 7:19.2.5.D). 

E. Wall Area for Wall Sign Allowance. See Figure 7:19.2.5.E. 
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Figure 7:19.2.5.A. 
Sign Area Illustrations 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7:19.2.5.B. 
Sign Area Illustrations for Multi-Face Signs 
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Figure 7:19.2.5.C. 
Sign Height Illustration 

 

Figure 7:19.2.5.D. 
Sign Setback Illustration 

 

Figure 7:19.2.5.E. 
Wall Area Illustration 

 

(Ord. No. 2026-011, 4-28-2026; Ord. No. 2026-020, 6-23-2026) 
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MINIMUM DESIGN CRITERIA FOR PARKING, STREETS, 
AND ROADWAYS 

 

ADA GUIDELINES 
(Please refer to current version of ADA guidelines) 
 

 
 

 

Accessible spaces must be identified by signs with the International Symbol of Accessibility (ISA) 
(§703.7.2.1). Signs identifying van spaces must include the term “van accessible.” This designation is 
informative and does not restrict use of such spaces to van users only. Signs must be at least 60” high 
measured to the bottom edge so that they are visible while vehicles are parked in a space. 
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PARKING REQUIREMENTS TO PREVENT VEHICLE OVERHANG INTO PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS ROUTE 

 
 
 

SIGHT DISTANCES TRIANGLES  

(Vision Triangle or Sight Distance Triangle) 
 
No parking spaces will be permitted on corner lots within the sight distance triangles defined below: 
  

Sight triangle (vision triangle or sight distance triangle) means the triangular area formed by a 
diagonal line connecting two points located on intersecting street right-of-way lines (or a right-
of-way line and the curb or edge of a driveway). The sight triangle may consist of one or two 
different configurations. Intersections of streets may consist of a combination of the various 
geometric designs given on the following page: 

 
(a)  At intersections with streets having a speed limit that is less than or equal to 35 mph, a sight 

triangle of 15 feet by 45 feet is required with the longer dimension parallel to the street with 
the speed limit that is equal to or less than 35 mph. (See Figure 2A Top Figure) 

 
(b) At intersections with streets having speed limits that are greater than 35 miles per hour (mph), 

a sight triangle 15 feet by 60 feet is required with the longer dimension parallel to the street 
with the speed limit that is greater than or equal to 40 mph. (See Figure 2A Bottom Figure) 

 
See Figure 2 on following page. 
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SIGHT DISTANCES TRIANGLES 
INTERSECTION STREETS 
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C. No parking spaces will be permitted adjacent to commercial or multifamily driveways with the 

site distance triangle defined below: 
 
For driveways exiting commercial or multifamily businesses or developments a sight triangle of fifteen 
(15) feet by thirty (30) feet shall be required with the longer dimension running parallel to the public 
street. (See Figures Below) 

 

SITE DISTANCE TRIANGLES FOR DRIVEWAYS 

  
Minimum Design Requirements for all Entrances and Exits (Driveways) on City-Parish Streets and 
Roadways (See figures on following pages.)  Must adhere to City-Parish Standard Detail for driveways. 
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Appendix B  
APPLICATION FEE SCHEDULE 

 

Description Processing Public Notice 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment $500 $200 

Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment $500 1,2 (varies) 

ZONING 

Rezoning 
$500 plus $100/ acre or 

fraction thereof over one3 
1 

Infill/Mixed Use Small Planned Unit 
Development (ISPUD) 

$7503 1 

ISPUD Administrative Change $500 N/A 

ISPUD Minor or Major Change $750 1 

ISPUD Extension $0 N/A 

Small Planned Unit Development 
$750 plus $100/acre or fraction 

thereof over 2.5 acres plus 
$25/lot3 

1 

SPUD Minor Change $500 N/A 

SPUD Major Change $750 1 

SPUD Extension $0 N/A 

SPUD Renewal $750 1 

Planned Unit Development (PUD) Concept 
Plan 

$750 plus $100/acre or 
fraction thereof over 103 

1 

PUD Final Development Plan $750 plus $25/lot3 1 

PUD Final Development Plan Extension $0 N/A 

PUD Minor Change $500 N/A 

PUD Major Change $750 1 

PUD Concept Plan Extension $0 N/A 

PUD Concept Plan Renewal $750 1 

TND Concept Plan 
$3,000 plus $100/acre or 

fraction thereof over 50 acres3 
1 

TND Final Development Plan $1,000 plus $25/lot3 1 

TND Minor Change $750 N/A 

TND Major Change $1,000 1 
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Description Processing Public Notice 

TND Concept Plan Extension $0 N/A 

TND Concept Plan Renewal $3000 1 

SITE DEVELOPMENT 

Site Plan (Staff Level) $4003 N/A 

Site Plan (Public Hearing) $4003 $200 

Minor Subdivision (Staff Level) $300 plus $25/lot N/A 

Minor Subdivision (Public Hearing) $300 plus $25/lot $200 

Major Subdivision $300 plus $25/lot $200 

Exchange of Property $100 N/A 

Combination of Lots $100 plus $25/each original lot N/A 

Subdivision Concept Plan 
$300 plus $100/acre or 

fraction thereof over one 
1 

Preliminary Plat $300 plus $25/lot $200 

Revision to Preliminary Plat (Staff Level) $100 plus $25/lot N/A 

Revision to Preliminary Plat (Public Hearing) 
$300 plus $25/each additional 

lot 
$200 

Preliminary Plat Extension $100 N/A 

Final Plat Approval $200 Plus $25/lot N/A 

Final Plat Revision (Staff Level) $100 N/A 

Final Plat Revision (Public Hearing) 
$200 Plus $25/each additional 

lot 
$200 

Revocation (Council Action only) $200 $200 

Revocation (Planning Commission and 
Council Action) 

$300 $200 

WAIVERS 

Staff Level $50 N/A 

Public Hearing $200 $200 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Certificate of Appropriateness (Staff Level) $0 N/A 

Certificate of Appropriateness (Public 
Hearing) 

$0 before construction / $100 
after construction begins 

$200 

Demolition or Relocation of Historic 
Buildings in the Downtown Development 
District 

$200 $200 
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Description Processing Public Notice 

Local Landmark/District Designation $50/$100 $200 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Alternative Parking Study $200 N/A 

Bond and Agreement Review $100 N/A 

Letter of Interpretation $50 N/A 

Conditional Use Permit (Regular or Major) 
$400 plus $100/acre or 

fraction thereof over one3 
1 

Street Name Change $1,000 $200 

Traffic Impact Analysis, Threshold 1 $1,000 N/A 

Traffic Impact Analysis, Threshold 2 
$5,000 plus  

$125/acre over 30 acres 
N/A 

Traffic Impact Analysis, Higher Threshold 
As determined by the 
Engineering Director 

N/A 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Enterprise Zone $200 N/A 

Tax Abatement Program $200 N/A 

COPY FEES 

Photocopy (black and white) 10¢ per page N/A 

Unified Development Code (full copy) $150 N/A 

FUTUREBR (Entire Plan) $150 N/A 

FUTUREBR Progress Report $20 N/A 

1. Standard Ad/Public Notice $200, Single Metes and Bounds/Public Notice $300, or Multiple 
Metes and Bounds/Public Notice $850 

2. Display Ad for Large Scale CP Land Use Amendment at cost determined by The Advocate 

3. Application fee (but not advertising) waived on property that participated in EBRP brownfields 
program within the past 10 years 
 
(Ord. No. 2025-005, 2-25-2025; Ord. No. 2026-021, 6-23-2026) 
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Appendix C 
RESERVED 

 
(Ord. No. 2026-###, 4-28-2026) 
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  Preserved Trees Qualifying for Tree Credit 

 
Scientific Name Common Name 

Acer rubrum Red Maple 

Acer barbatum Southern Sugar Maple 

Carpinus caroliniana Ironwood 

Carya spp. Hickory 

Carya illinoinensis Pecan 

Celtis laevigata Hackberry 

Chionanthus virginicus White Fringe Tree 

Fagus grandifolia American Beech 

Fraxinus americana White Ash 

Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash 

Gleditsia aquatica   Water Locust 

Gleditsia triacanthos   Honey Locust 

Halesia diptera Silverbell 

Ilex opaca American Holly 

Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar 

Juglans nigra Black Walnut 

Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree 

Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia 

Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia 

Nyssa sylvatica Swamp Tupelo/Black Gum 

Ostrya virginiana American Hop Hornbeam 

Persea borbonia Red Bay 

Platanus occidentalis Sycamore 

Quercus alba White Oak 

Quercus falcata  Red Oak  

Q. falcata var. pagodifolia  Cherrybark Oak  

Quercus lyrata Overcup Oak 

Quercus michauxii Cow Oak 

Quercus nuttallii NutallOak 

Quercus phellos Willow Oak 

Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak 

Quercus virginiana Live Oak 

Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust 

Sassafras albidum Sassafras 

Taxodium acendens Pond Cypress 

Taxodium distichum Bald Cypress 

Tilia spp. americana, caroliniana, floridana Linden 

Ulmus americana American Elm 

Ulmus alata Winged Elm 
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Tree Identification for Land Clearing Permit 
 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Quercus alba White Oak 

Quercus falcata Red Oak 

Q. falcata var. pagodifolia Cherrybark Oak 

Quercus lyrata Overcup Oak 

Quercus michauxii Cow Oak 

Quercus nuttallii NutallOak 

Quercus phellos Willow Oak 

Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak 

Quercus virginiana Live Oak 

Taxodium acendens Pond Cypress 

Taxodium distichum Bald Cypress 

Ulmus americana American Elm 

Ulmus alata Winged Elm 
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Example Trees by Class 
 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Class A Trees 

Acer barbatum Surgar Maple 

Acer rubrum Red Maple 

Catalpa bignonioides Catalpa 

Carya cordiformis Bitternut Hickory 

Carya illinoinensis Pecan 

Carya ovata Shagbark Hickory 

Carya tomentosa Mockernut Hickory 

Celtis laevigata Sugarberry/Hackberry 

Diospyros virginiana Persimmon 

Fagus grandifolia American Beech 

Fraxinus americana White Ash 

Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash 

Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar 

Juglans nigra Black Walnut 

Liquidambar styraciflua Sweetgum 

Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree 

Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia 

Nyssa aquatica Water Tupelo 

Nyssa sylvatica Swamp Tupelo/Black Gum 

Pinus elliottii Slash Pine 

Pinus glabra Spruce Pine 

Pinus palustris Longleaf Pine 

Pinus taeda Loblolly Pine 

Platanus occidentalis Sycamore 

Prunus serotina Black Cherry 

Quercus alba White Oak 

Quercus falcata Red Oak 

Q. falcata var. pagodifolia Cherrybark Oak 

Quercus laurifolia Laurel Oak 

Quercus lyrata Overcup Oak 

Quercus marilandica Blackjack Oak 

Quercus michauxii Cow Oak 

Quercus nuttallii NutallOak 

Quercus phellos Willow Oak 

Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak 

Quercus virginiana Live Oak 

Taxodium acendens Pond Cypress 

Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust 

Taxodium ascendends Pond Cypress 

Taxodium distichum Bald Cypress 

Tilia spp. americana/caroliniana, floridana Linden 

Ulmus americana American Elm 

Ulmus alata Winged Elm 
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Scientific Name Common Name 

Class B Trees 

Aesculus pavia Red Buckeye 

Betula nigra River birch 

Carpinus caroliniana Ironwood 

Catalpa bignonioides Catalpa 

Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud 

Chionanthus virginicus Greybeard/Fringe Tree 

Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood 

Crataegus marshallii Parsley Hawthorn 

Crataegus opaca Mayhaw 

Crataegus viridis Green Hawthorn 

Diospyros virginiana Persimmon 

Halesia diptera Silverbell 

Ilex attenuata Savannah Holly 

Ilex cassine Dahoon Holly 

Ilex decidua Deciduous Holly 

Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia 

Malus angustifolia Crabapple 

Morus rubra Red Mulberry 

Ostrya virginiana Hop Hornbeam 

Persea borbonia Red Bay 

Prunus americana American Plum 

Prunus caroliniana Cherry Laurel 

Rhus glabra Shining Sumac 

Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust 

Salix nigra Black Willow 

Sassafras albidum Sassafras 

Viburnum nudum Possumhaw 

Viburnum obovatum Walter's Viburnum 

Class C Trees 

Aesculus parviflora Bottlebrush Buckeye 

Amelanchier arborea Serviceberry 

Asimina triloba Paw Paw 

Baccharis halimifolia Groundsel 

  Cornus drummondii Roughleaf Dogwood 

Cyrilla racemifllora Titi 

Ilex vomitoria Yaupon 

 Morella cerifera Waxmyrtle 

Prunus mexicana Mexican Plum 

Rhamnus caroliniana Carolina Buckthorn 

Rhus copallina Smooth Sumac 

Vaccinium arboreum Huckleberry 

Styrax americanus American Snowbell 

Styrax grandifolius Big Leaf Snowbell 
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On the following pages are sample copies to use as a guide in the preparation of 
bonds and agreements for the development of subdivisions. For your convenience the 
enclosed Surety Bond is a fill-able PDF. The fill-able PDF allows the information to be 
entered into the application while online by tabbing through the form and entering 
applicable information. You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader 6.0 or greater. The form 
is designed to allow you to save it and/or make further changes in it if you wish. It is 
located in the window below. 
 
It is necessary that you provide one original and one copy of the bond and the 
agreement with a certified copy of power of attorney attached to each set.  
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Sample Agreement Form for Development of Subdivisions 
 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 
PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 
 
 
THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this   day of,     20  
by and between    Developer/Owner  , hereinafter designated as 
Developer/Owner, and the  (City of Baton Rouge, or Parish of East Baton Rouge, as the case 
may be), herein represented by       Mayor-President. 
 

W I T N E S E T H 
 

WHEREAS, the Developer/Owner owns and desires to develop Lots  through   
 (Subdivision)  , located in the (City of Baton Rouge, or Parish of East Baton 
Rouge, as the case may be), Louisiana; and, WHEREAS, the final plat of Lots     
through  , inclusive,          
 Subdivision, will be given final approval by the Planning Commission of the City of 
Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge, upon Developer/Owner posting a surety 
bond insuring the satisfactory installation and construction of the following improvements:  
 

(Describe improvements as determined by Department of Public Works) 
 

As shown on the plat prepared by     , Civil Engineer, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof, according to the terms and conditions of this agreement; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Developer/Owner now desires final approval of the Plat of    
              
Subdivision prior to the installation and construction of the above described improvements, 
which improvements will be installed and constructed at Developer/Owner sole cost and 
expense: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed by and between the Developer/Owner and the   
  (City of Baton Rouge or Parish of East Baton Rouge)   that for and 
in consideration of the final approval of Lots    through     inclusive  
 (Subdivision)   , and the sale of lots therein without the above described 
improvements more particularly shown on the attached plan profile, having been first 
completed and approved, Developer/Owner binds and obligates himself within    months from 
date hereof, to install and construct the described improvements in accordance with plans 
prepared by      , Civil Engineer, which plans meet the 
requirements of the Louisiana State Board of Health and have been approved by the Director of 
the Department of Public Works of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, 
said plans being attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
The Developer/Owner, in order to further insure faithful performance of said obligation, has 
executed a surety bond in the amount of $   , which bond is attached hereto and made a 
part hereof, to guarantee the installation and construction of the following improvements: 
 

(Describe improvements same as above) 
 
according to plans and specifications therefore. Said bond may be canceled only after said work 
has been completed, inspected and approved by written acceptance of the Director of Public 
Works of the City of Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge. 
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The above described improvements shall be constructed under the supervision of    
  , Civil Engineer, in full compliance with the specifications and requirements of 
the   (City of Baton Rouge or Parish of East Baton Rouge)  , and when 
completed said engineer shall furnish the Director of the Department of Public Works with a 
certificate of satisfactory completion. 
 
It is further understood by and between the parties to this agreement that in the event said 
improvements are not constructed within     months from date hereof   
 (the  City of Baton Rouge or the Parish of East Baton Rouge)   shall have 
and is hereby granted the right, without putting the said Developer/Owner in default, to ipso 
facto call upon the said surety to complete the improvements here in above described, and in 
default of the surety promptly causing such improvements to be constructed according to the 
plans and specifications therefore, the  (City of Baton Rouge, or the Parish of East Baton 
Rouge)   shall have the right to cause the improvements to be made and to call upon 
said surety for payment of all costs and expenses incurred in the construction thereof. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, these presents have been signed in the presence of the undersigned 
competent witnesses, at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on this   day of     20     .        
 
 
WITNESSES:     
      By:       
       (Name of Subdivider or Developer/Owner) 
       
 
              
 
             
       (Address of Subdivider or Developer/Owner) 
   
 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE  
 
      By:       
       (Mayor-President) 
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Sample Surety Bond 
 
 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 
PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 
 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That      of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, as principal and,         as Surety are held and 
firmly unto         Louisiana, and to all contractors, 
sub-contractors, journeymen, cart men, trackmen, workmen, laborers, mechanics, and 
furnishers of materials jointly as their interest occur, in the sum of          
($           ) Dollars in lawful current money of the United States, for which payment will 
and truly be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, successors and assigns, in solido, by these 
presents. 
 
Dated and signed at Baton Rouge, Louisiana this   day of     , 20     . 
 
THE CONDITIONS of this obligation are such that whereas, the above named principal did on 
the   day of     , 20  , enter into a certain contract with 
Mayor-President of the      to build or construct streets, 
sidewalks, curb and gutters, drainage and sewerage facilities in accordance with the plans and 
specifications prepared by       and approved by the Department of 
Public Works of the Parish of East Baton Rouge; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, if the aforesaid principal shall well and truly and faithfully perform said 
contract and comply with all its terms, covenants and conditions, according to its tenor and 
discharge all of said principal's obligations thereunder, and shall fully pay and discharge all of 
said principal's obligations to contractors, sub-contractors, journeymen, cart men, workmen, 
laborers, mechanics and furnishers of materials employed and furnished in the execution of 
said contract then this obligation shall be null and void; otherwise to be and remain in full 
force, effect, and virtue. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands, in the presence of the two 
undersigned competent witnesses, this day, month and year above written. 
 
WITNESSES:      
 

By:          
       (Attorney-in-Fact) 
             
              
       
              
       (Address of Attorney–in-Fact) 
   
 

By:       
 (Signature of Developer/Owner) 

 
              
 
              

(Address of Developer/Owner) 
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Sample Maintenance Agreement Form 
 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 
 
THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this   day of     , 20  
by and between   (Name of Developer/Owner)    , hereinafter 
designated as Developer/Owner and the City of Baton Rouge, or Parish of East Baton Rouge, 
as the case may be), herein represented by                       Mayor-President. 

 
W I T N E S S E T H: 

 
WHEREAS, the Developer/Owner has subdivided Lots     through   
 ,     Subdivision, and has received approval and acceptance 
from the Director of the Department of Public Works for subdivision improvements constructed 
therein;  
 

(Describe construction improvements as determined by Department of Public Works) 
 
WHEREAS, under the provisions of Section 4.102.H, Unified Development Code, the 
Developer/Owner is required to maintain certain improvements for a period of twelve (12) 
months: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed by and between the Developer/Owner and the   
     that the Developer/Owner hereby agrees that he will keep all filled 
trenches, pipes, manholes, structures, and paved or unpaved surfaces constructed by him in 
Subdivision in good condition, and will make such repairs to any defect in materials or 
workmanship as may develop or be discovered when called upon to do so by the Director of the 
Department of Public Works. 
 
It is agreed that this agreement shall be in full force and effect for a period of one (1) year from   
    , 20  . 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, these presents have been signed in the presence of the undersigned 
competent witnesses, at Baton Rouge, Louisiana on this   day of           , 20      . 
 
WITNESSES:      
      By:        
       (Name of Developer/Owner) 
      
        
              
 
              
       (Address of Developer/Owner) 
 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 
 

By:         
       (Mayor-President) 
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Sample Maintenance Bond Form 
 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 
 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That       , Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, as Developer/Owner and,      as surety are 
held and firmly bound unto     , Louisiana, in the sum of ($            ) 
Dollars in lawful current money of the United States, for which payment will and truly be 
made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, successors and assigns, in solido, by these presents. 
 
Dated and signed at Baton Rouge, Louisiana this    day of    , 20     . 
 
THE CONDITIONS of this obligation are such that whereas, the above named Developer/Owner 
did on the    day of     , 20  , enter into a certain contract 
with Mayor-President of the           to maintain 
for a period of one (1) year from       , 20  , the 
improvements in        Subdivision, and keep all filled 
trenches, pipes, manholes, structures, and paved or unpaved surfaces constructed by him in 
good condition, and shall make such repairs to any defects in materials or workmanship as 
may develop or be discovered when called upon to do so by the Director of the Department of 
Public Works: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, if the aforesaid principal shall well and truly and faithfully perform said 
contract and comply with all its terms, covenants and conditions, according to its tenor and 
discharge all of said principal's obligations thereunder, and shall fully pay and discharge all of 
said principal's obligations to       , then this obligation 
shall be null and void; otherwise to be and remain in full force, effect, and virtue. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands, in the presence of the two 
undersigned competent witnesses, this day, month and year above written. 
 
WITNESSES:      

By:       
  (Attorney-in-Fact) 

              
              
       
              

(Address of Attorney-in-Fact) 
 
 
      By:        
       (Signature of Developer/Owner) 
 
              
  
              
       (Address of Developer/Owner)  
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Sample Agreement Form To Be Used With Cash Bond 
 

 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 
 
 
THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this   day of    , 20   
by and between,    Developer/Owner   hereinafter designated as 
Developer/Owner, and the PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE, herein represented by the 
Honorable      Mayor-President. 
 

W I T N E S S E T H: 
 
WHEREAS, the Developer/Owner owns and desires to develop lot   ,     
Subdivision,      Filing, and WHEREAS, the final plat of lot   ,  
      Subdivision,     Filing, will be given 
final approval by the Planning Commission of the City of Baton Rouge and the Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, upon Developer/Owner posting a bond insuring the satisfactory installation and 
construction of the following improvements: 
 

(Describe construction improvements as determined by Department of Public Works) 
 

as shown on plans prepared by      Civil Engineer, attached hereto and 
made apart hereof, according to the terms and conditions of this agreement and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Developer/Owner now desires final approval of the Plat of Lot   ,  
    Subdivision    Filing, prior to the installation and 
construction of the above described improvements which improvements will be installed and 
constructed at Owner's sole cost and expense: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed by and between the Developer/Owner and the Parish of 
East Baton Rouge that for and in consideration of the final approval of lot  ,   
    Subdivision      Filing, Developer/Owner binds and 
obligates himself within   months from date hereof, to install and construct the described 
improvement in accordance with plans prepared by    , Civil Engineer, 
which plans meet the requirements of the Louisiana State Board of Health and have been 
approved by the Director of the Department of Public Works of the City of Baton Rouge and 
Parish of East Baton Rouge, said plans being attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
THE Developer/Owner, in order to further insure faithful performance of said obligation, has 
executed (cashier check) in the amount of    , which check is attached hereto and 
made a part hereof, to guarantee the installation and construction of the following 
improvements: 
 
According to plans and specifications therefore, said bond may be canceled only after said work 
has been completed, inspected and approved by written acceptance of the Director of Public 
Works of the City of Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge. The above-described 
improvements shall be constructed under the supervision of                          
 , Civil Engineer, in full compliance with the specifications and requirements of the 
Parish of East Baton Rouge, and when complete said engineer shall furnish the Director of the 
Department of Public Works with a certificate of satisfactory completion. It is further 
understood by and between the parties of this agreement that in the event said improvements 
are not constructed within    months from date hereof the Parish of East Baton Rouge 
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shall have and is hereby granted the right, without putting the Developer/Owner in default to 
cause the improvements to be made and to use deposit made herewith for payment of all costs 
and expenses incurred in the construction thereof.  Failure of the Developer/Owner to install 
and construct the improvements specified within the time limits of this agreement shall be 
reason to forfeit the bond.  If the Developer/Owner installs and constructs the improvements 
and fails to request a refund of the bond in writing within one year after the time limits 
specified with this agreement, no refund will be made to the Developer/Owner.  
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, these presents have been signed in the presence of the undersigned 
competent witnesses, at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, this  day of                              , 20    . 
 
 
WITNESSES:      
 
      By:        
       (Name of Developer/Owner) 
      
 
              
       
              
       (Address of Developer/Owner) 
 
 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE  
 
      By:        
       (Mayor-President)  
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Appendix I –  Last amended 
Amendments to the UDC I-1 August 25, 2026 

Appendix I  
AMENDMENTS TO THE UDC 

 
This appendix lists amendments made to the Unified Development Code (UDC). It is 
provided as a convenience for reference and does not supplant the official record created by 
the ordinances that adopted the amendments. Amendments made by the City of St. George 
are also noted in the UDC by section in parentheses (e.g. Ord. No. ####, date adopted). 
• Table 7:I.1 lists amendments made since the UDC was adopted by the City of St. George 
• Table 7:I.2 lists amendments made by East Baton Rouge City-Parish from the time it 

adopted the UDC to the time St. George adopted the UDC (07/23/2024) 

Table 7:I.1 
Amendments Made by City of St. George 

Sec./Chap. 
Case/Ord./ 
Adoption Description 

UDC 
Adoption 

2024-002 
7/23/2024 

Adopted current EBR-UDC as St. George UDC; Planning 
Commission, Zoning Commission, Board of Adjustment; 
Restricted Council authority to subdivisions and appeals; 
Required PUD for any proposed development of 15 or more 
residential units or ten or more commercial acres; No new 
billboards for one year or amendments to Sec. 16.7, whichever is 
sooner; Changed EBR (or similar) to St. George, as follows: 

• “City-Parish” to “City of St. George” 

• “Metropolitan Council” to “St. George City Council” 

• “Mayor-President” to “Mayor” 

• “Parish Attorney” to “City Attorney” 

• “Office of the Planning Commission” to “Planning Department” 

• “Planning Commission staff” to “Planning Department staff” 

• “Council Administrator” to “City Clerk” 

• “City/Parish Geographic Information System” to “East Baton 
Rouge Parish Assessor’s Office” 

• “Department of Transportation and Drainage” or “DPW” or its 
Director to “Engineering Department” or its Director 

• “Department of Development” or its Director to “Engineering 
Department” or its Director, unless otherwise specified in 
Table 7:I.1.a 

Chapters 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 

8, 10, 13, 
19 

T25-01 

2025-005 
2/25/2025 

Amend the UDC and Ord. No. 2024-002 to address the impacts 
of larger developments, tailor the UDC to the City of St. George, 
and provide for related matters 
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Sec./Chap. 
Case/Ord./ 
Adoption Description 

7:2.3.3, 
7:9.5.1, 
7:9.5.2, 

Chapter 19 

T25-02 
2025-013 
4/8/2025 

Make outdoor kitchens a permitted accessory use, and provide 
for related matters 

Chapters 
8, 9, 10, 

11, 14, 16, 
App. C 

4/11/2025 
Correction of non-substantive errors created when zoning and 
overlay districts were deleted (Ord. No. 2025-005, TA25-01) 
without deleting all references to these districts 

7:9.3.8, 
Ch. 19 

T25-03 

2025-016 
4/22/2025 

Definition, construction and operation of group homes 

Chs. 15, 19 
2025-022 

5/13/2025 
Amendments to ensure compliance with FEMA minimum 
regulations 

Chs. 15, 19 
2025-028 

6/10/2025 
Amendments to ensure compliance with FEMA minimum 
regulations 

None 
T25-05 

2025-038 
8/12/2025 

Extend billboard moratorium for one year; will expire August 
2026 or upon completion of a study, whichever occurs first 

7:4.3.7 
7:13.8 

T25-06 

2025-039 
8/12/2025 

Clarify that a sidewalk may be in a public sidewalk servitude and 
that a minor subdivision may involve sidewalk servitudes 

7:10.1.2 

7:10.3.4 

T25-07 
2025-040 
8/26/2025 

Readopt standards for the Drusilla Jefferson Design Overlay, 
which was inadvertently deleted from the UDC via Ord. No.  
2025-005. (It was not removed from the Official Zoning Map) 

7:9.2 

7.9.3 

T25-09 
2025-051 

11/25/2025 

Modify regulations for short-term rentals 

7:9.2 
7:19.2 

T25-11 
2025-052 

11/25/2025 

Allow office/warehouse uses as a conditional use in Light 
Commercial 1 (LC1) zoning district 

Chs. 2, 3, 
4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 

App. C 

T-26-0001 
2026-011 
4/28/2026 

Deleted and replaced Ch. 8 Zoning Districts, Ch. 9 Use 
Regulations, and newly named Ch. 10 General Development 
Standards, with all new base zoning districts. Case Z-26-0001 
rezoned all property to new base districts. Changed base Planned 
Districts to Planned Overlay Districts. Modified or established 
allowed uses and development standards. 
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Sec./Chap. 
Case/Ord./ 
Adoption Description 

7:9.1.3 
7:9.2.34 
7:19.1.2 

T-26-0003 
2026-019 
6/23/2026 

Established storage of hazardous material in bulk as a use with 
standards. 

Chs. 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 
16, 19 

T-26-0004 
2026-020 
6/23/2026 

Moved sign regulations from Ch. 16 to Ch. 10, Article 10.6. 
Retained billboards as a use and removed them as a sign type; 
updated existing standards and moved them to Ch. 9 – Use 
Regulations, Article 9.2. Specific Use Standards. 

7:13.5 
App. B 

T-26-0005 
2026-021 
6/23/2026 

Updated street name change procedures and fee. 

Ch. 9 
T-26-0006 

2026-029 
8/25/2026 

Added “outdoor display” as an accessory use. Updated and 
added standards for outdoor display and storage. 

Sec. 7:2.3, 
Ch. 5 

T-26-0007 
2026-030 
8/25/2026 

Consolidated and updated allowances for variances. 

Table 7:I.1.a 
Changes Authorized by Ord. No. 2024-002 

Section 

Official, Employee, Commission, or Department 

Original from EBR Changed To 

1.1 Planning Commission Planning & Zoning Commissions 

2.3.3.E Department of Development Planning Department 

3.1.3.C.1 Planning Commission Planning or Zoning Commissions 

3.1.3.C.2 
Planning Commission Planning or Zoning Commissions 

City-Parish Planning Commission Planning Department 

3.1.4.D Planning Commission Planning or Zoning Commission 

3.3 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

3.5 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

3.7 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

3.7.5.C Department of Development Building Department 

3.7.6.E Director of Development Planning Director 

4.1.2.C Planning Commission Planning or Zoning Commissions 

4.1.3 Planning Commission Planning or Zoning Commission 

4.2 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 
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Section 

Official, Employee, Commission, or Department 

Original from EBR Changed To 

Department of Development Planning Department staff 

4.3.8.B Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

6.7.3.A.1 Department of Development Planning Department 

8.4.1 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.9.A Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.9.D Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.9.H.2 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.9.H.3.b Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.9.H.4 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.9.H.6 Planning Commission Planning or Zoning Commission 

8.4.10.C.7 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.10.F.2 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.10.F.4 Planning Commission staff Planning Director 

8.4.10.H Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.10.L.5 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

8.4.10.O Planning Commission Planning or Zoning Commission 

8.4.10.S Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

9.2.1 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

9.3.7 Division of Permits Building Department 

13.6 Department of Development Planning Department 

14.2 Planning Commission Zoning Commission 

17.4.4.D Director of Development Planning Director 

18.3.3 Development Director Planning Director 

18.3.5.G Development Director Planning Director 

18.6.3 Development Director Planning Director 

18.6.4 
Development Director Planning Director 

Development Department Planning Department 

18.7.1 Development Director Planning Director 

18.7.2 Development Director Planning Director 

18.7.5 Development Director Planning Director 
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Table 7:I.2 
Amendments Made by East Baton Rouge City-Parish 

Section 
Ordinance 

Number 
Date 

Adopted 
Amendment 

2 10808 01/15/97 

Deleting the Term "Abutting", as it Relates to the 200' 
distance from Residential Property lines for Cellular Towers 
(now called "wireless") Definition of Wireless has been 
deleted from the UDC. Please refer to Ordinance # 10996 

14.3 10824 02/19/97 
Amend and Re-enact Section 14.3 to Add Wording 
Relative to Permits 

4.4 I 10825 02/19/97 
Amending and Re-enacting Section 4.4(I) to remove 
Ratification of Final Plats by the Planning Commission 

19.96 10875 04/16/97 
Amending the Horizon Plan to establish Timing for Major 
Street Plan Amendments and Fee Schedule 

2 10876 04/16/97 

Amending the Definition for Cellular Towers / Waiver of 
Setback and Height Requirements (now called "wireless") 
Definition of Wireless has been deleted from the UDC. 
Please refer to Ordinance # 10996 

2 10903 05/21/97 Amending Chapter 2, the Definition for Open Space 

2 10958 08/20/97 Amending Chapter 2, the Definition of Lot Width 

2, 14.4 – 
14.45 

10996 10/1//97 

Amending the Definition of Communication Tower, Height 
of Tower, Setback, Telecommunications, Wireless Facility, 
Wireless Transmission & Relay Equipment and Adding 
section 14.4 Wireless Communications 

2 10997 10/15/97 Amending the Definition of Home Occupation 

 10998 10/15/97 Amending Temporary Signs 

2, 17.1 – 17.5 11016 11/19/97 
Adding the Definition of Alternative Porous Pavement 
Parking, Chapter 2 

2, 11.411 11017 11/19/97 
Amending Chapter 2, the Definition of Lot Width, 
amending lot width for yards 

16.16 11018 11/19/97 
Amending Section 16.16 Administration Enforcement 
related to Signs 

3.3 C (2) 11030 12/09/97 
Amending non-conforming uses Section 3:3 C (2) The 
Powers of the Board shall be 

18 11031 12/09/97 Amending Chapter 18, Landscape and Trees 

9.101 (g) 11032 12/09/97 Amending Accessory Uses Section 9:101(G) Garage Sales 

2 
38484 

(Resolution
) 

02/18/98 

Adding definitions of Commercial Warehousing, General 
Office, Heavy Commercial, High Density Residential, Light 
Commercial, Low Density Residential, Medium Density 
Residential, Neighborhood Commercial and 
Neighborhood Office 

4.8 (W) 11087 02/25/98 Add section 4.8 (W) Resubdivision Plats 
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Section 
Ordinance 

Number 
Date 

Adopted 
Amendment 

5.2 A (4) 11106 03/18/98 Add section 5.2 (A) (4) Variations and exceptions 

7.12 11128 04/15/98 Add section 7.12 Garage Apartments 

10.101 (a) 11129 04/15/98 Amending PUD 

8.201, 8.202 11130 04/15/98 Amending section 8.201 Child Care Centers 

Chapter 2 11131 04/15/98 
Adding the definitions Concept Plan, Final Development 
Plan, Floor to land area ratio, Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) and PUD Green Common Open Space 

4.101 (a)(2), 
4.101 (b)(2) 

11132 04/15/98 Adding section 4.101 (A) (2) & 4.101 (B) (2) Plan Review 

13.6 11133 04/15/98 
Amending Section 13.6 street and sidewalks improvement 
standards 

16.16 B 11152 05/20/98 Amending Section 16.16 (B) Administration Enforcement 

10.101 B 11153 05/20/98 Adding section 10.101 (B) Small Plan Unit Development 

3.4 11241 09/16/98 
Amending Section 3.4 Public Hearing and Permits Issued 
by the Board (Appeal to the Board of Adjustment decision) 

Chapter 2 11348 01/20/99 Amending Chapter 2 the Definitions of Subdivision 

Chapter 2 11452 05/19/99 
Amending Chapter 2 the definition of Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) 

 11497 07/21/99 
Re-enact the entire Unified Development Code as to adopt 
new Zoning Classification and make various necessary 
changes 

Chapter 2 11525 08/18/99 
Adding the definitions Front Line and Building Line. 
Amending the definition of Lot 

13.6 I 11526 08/19/99 Amending Section 13.3 (I) Streets and Sidewalks 

16.16 B 11527 08/20/99 Amending Section 16.16 (B) Administration Enforcement 

4.4 (C) (3) (a) 11559 09/15/99 
Amending Section 4.4 (c)(3)(a) Permits and Final Plat 
Approval, Procedure. (Substantial changes) 

4.4 (G) (1) (a) 11562 09/22/99 
Amending Section 4.4 (G)(1) (a) Permits and Final Plat 
Approval, Testing Laboratory 

4.4 (C) (3) 11600 11/17/99 
Amending Section 4.4 (C) (3) Permits and Final Plat 
Approval (Prel. Plat approval) 

3.3 B 11601 11/18/99 
Amending Section 3.3 (B) The Powers of the Board. 
(Manufactured Homes) 

2, 14.4,  
14.42 E,  
14.42 I, 
14.45 

11705 03/22/00 
Amending Chapter 2 and Sections 14.4 through 14.45 
(Wireless Communications) 

3.3 B (9) 11722 04/19/00 
Amending Section 3.3 (B) (9) The Powers of the Board. 
(Manufactured Homes) 

11.301 G (H) 11747 05/17/00 
Amending Section 11.301 (G) (H), Dimensional 
Regulations, Front Yard Setbacks 
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11.407 11824 08/16/00 
Amending Section 11.407, Front Yard Requirements for 
Dwelling Uses 

13.7 11825 08/16/00 
Amending Section 13.7, Uniform Grid System, number 
required. House Numbering 

2, 4.101 11876 10/18/00 
Adding the definition of Commercial Recreation Facilities 
and amending Section 4.101, Plan Review regarding 
Commercial Recreation Facilities 

2, 11.514 11877 10/18/00 
Adding the definition of Central Business District (CBD) 
and adding Section 11.514 related to yard requirements it 
the Central Business District 

8.201, 8.202 11903 11/15/00 
Amending Pre-Schools as a Conditional Use in the A1 and 
A2 Zoning Districts 

16.12 A (5) 11917 12/12/00 
Amending Section 16.12 (A) (5) Temporary Signs relating 
to Campaign Signs 

2, 8.201, 
8.202, 

8.202.7, 
8.210 

11918 12/12/00 

Deleting the definition of Public/Semi Public and adding 
the definitions of Semi Public, Public, Philanthropic 
Institutions, and Religious Institutions. Also adding 
Educational, Religious and Philanthropic Institutions as a 
Conditional Use in the A1, A2, A2.7, and Rural Zoning 
Districts 

6.7 C 11919 12/12/00 
Adding Section 6.7 (C) to Violations, Penalty and General 
Provisions relating to violations of Section 8.201 Single 
Family Permissible Uses 

17.12 B (6) 12051 06/20/01 Amending Section 17.12(B)(6) Design Standards 

2, 13.6 J 12070 07/18/01 
Amending Chapter 2, Definition of Lot and Lot Width. 
Amending Section 13.6(J) related to Private Servitude of 
Access 

 12176 12/11/01 
Re-enact the entire Unified Development Code as to adopt 
various changes as recommended by the Zoning 
Committee 

8.206.1 12299 04/17/02 
Amending Chapter 8 (Zoning Districts) for determining 
whether a business establishment is a bar or a restaurant 

14, 14.3 12300 04/24/02 
Amending Chapter 14.3 relative to private community 
wastewater collection and treatment facilities 

10.105 12301 04/24/02 
Amending Chapter 10 to add Section 10.105 relative to 
Urban Overlay District 1 

Chapter 2 12351 06/19/02 Amending the definition for "Recreational", Chapter 2 

8, 8.210 A 12351 06/19/02 
Amending Chapter 8, 10 and 16, to create RE/A 1, RE/A 2 
and RE/A 3 Districts 

16, 16.15 C 
1 (d) 

12352 06/19/02 
Amending Chapter 16.15(C)(1)(d) relative to Off- Premise 
Signs 
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11.7 A (2) (a), 
14.3 B 1 

12411 08/21/02 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 11, 
Dimensional Requirements: Section 11.7, A, 2 (a) 
(Geometric Standards for Development – Lots or Tracts 
without Access to the Wastewater Suburban 
Transportation Network); and Chapter 14, Utilities: Section 
14.3, B, (Sanitary Sewer Not Accessible) to reduce road 
frontage standards from 150 feet to 100 feet for lots 
without access to sanitary sewer. 

10.106 12394 
08/21/200

2 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) of the Code of Ordinances of The 
City of Baton Rouge, so as to add Section 10.106 thereto, 
relative to Urban Overlay District 2. 

8.218 D, 
8.219 D 

12495 11/20/02 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8, 
Zoning Districts: Section 8.218 (Urban Design District One) 
and Section 8.219 (Urban Design District Two) to require 
that all lots in UDD1 and UDD2 contain a minimum of 7500 
square feet and a minimum of 60 feet of frontage on a 
public street. 

14.46 12550 01/15/03 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 
14, Utilities so as to include Title 15, Miscellaneous: 
Chapter 5, Street Lighting: Section 15:301 to Section 
15:308 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Baton Rouge 
and Parish of East Baton Rouge. 

3.2 C (5) 12551 01/15/03 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 
Three, Administrative Mechanisms to remove Section 3.3 
(C)(5). 

16.15 B, 
16.16 A 1, 

16.16 A 
(1)(d) 

12561 02/12/03 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 
16, Signs, Section 16.15, Off Premise Signs to require that 
off-premise signs be set back a minimum of 200 feet from 
the property line of any property zoned SPUD or PUD with 
A1-A2.7 land uses designated on the final development 
plan. 

2, 9.401 12593 03/19/03 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions) so as to add the definition of “Portable 
Storage Containers”; and amending Chapter 9 (Accessory 
Uses) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to add 
Section 9.401 thereto, relative to portable storage 
containers. 
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2, 4.103 12594 03/19/03 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code, Chapter 2 
(Definitions) so as to add definitions of “DetentionBasin” 
and “DryDetentionBasin”; and amending Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval), Section 4.103 (Cluster 
Subdivisions) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge. 

8.213 C 
(5)(a) 

12614 04/16/03 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8, 
Zoning Districts: Section 8.213 (Rural Districts) (C)(5)(a) to 
require that any mobile home must be located at least one 
hundred (100) feet from the street and fifty (50) feet from 
adjacent property lines. 

2, 4.8, and 
all other 
relevant 

sections of 
Title 7 

12667 06/18/03 

Amending Chapter 2 (Definitions), Chapter 4 (Permits and 
Final Plat Approval) Section 4.8, and all other relevant 
sections of the Unified Development Code to remove 
language referring to “resubdivisions”. 

4.4 H 12668 06/18/03 
Amending Chapter 4 (Permits and Final Plat Approval) 
Section 4 (H) of the Unified development Code to remove 
language pertaining to the Bond Process. 

18 12692 07/16/03 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 18, 
(Landscape and Trees) in its entirety. 

8.218 12721 08/20/03 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8, 
Zoning Districts: Section 8.218 (Urban Design District One) 
relative to Sub Area B2. 

8.218 12722 08/20/03 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8, 
Zoning Districts: Section 8.218 (Urban Design District One) 
relative to Maximum Building Height. 

8.220 12745 09/17/03 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8, 
Zoning Districts so as to add Section 8.220 relative to 
Urban Overlay District 1. 

2, 9.101 12747 09/24/03 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), so as to amend the definition for 
"CommunicationTower"; and Chapter 9 (Accessory Uses), 
so as to delete Section 9.101(f), relative to Radio and 
TelevisionTowers, and to re-letter subsection 9.101(g), 
relating to Garage Sales to subsection 9.101(f). 

19.5 12777 11/12/03 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 19 
(Amendments), so as to amend and re-enact Section 19.5 
thereof, relative to signs posted for zoning amendments. 
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8.213 
(C)(5)(a) 

12795 11/25/03 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) so as to amend and re-enact Section 
8.213 (Rural Districts) (C)(5)(a) thereof, relative to Mobile 
Homes. 

8.213 12844 12/10/03 

Amending Ordinance 12351, adopted June 19, 2002, 
relative to amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), 
Chapter 8, Section 8.201; so as to correct a typographical 
error changing Section 8.210 to read Section 8.213. 

8.210b C5 12895 02/18/04 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.210B (C5 Business District) of 
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and 
Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re-enact 
Section 8.210B, regarding surface parking. 

10.104 12964 05/19/04 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to add Section 10.104 thereto, relative 
to Urban Overlay District 2. 

8.216K, 
8.217 G2 

12965 05/19/04 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.216K (Planned Unit 
Development Final Development Plan) and Section 8.217 
G2 (Small Planned Unit Development) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and the Parish of 
East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re-enact Sections 
8.216K and 8.217 G2, relative to including yard variances 
and/or setback waivers as part of any proposed 
modifications to an approved Planned Unit Development 
or Small Planned Unit Development. 

2,8, and all 
other 

relevant 
sections of 

Title 7 

13006 07/21/04 

Amending title 7 (unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), and Chapter 8 (Zoning Districts), of the Code 
of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to add a definition of “Indoor Firing 
Range” and amend and re-enact Sections 8.10 (A) 1, 8.210 
(A) 2, 8.211, and 8.212 thereof, relative to Indoor Firing 
Ranges. 

19.7,19.7 
(A)(3) 

13122 11/17/04 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 19 
(Amendments), S 7 (Rezoning Criteria), Of The Code Of 
Ordinancesofthe City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re-enact Section 
19.7(A)(3) thereof, relative toa Time Limitfor Rezoning. 
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13.6(J)(4) 13123 11/17/04 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 13 
(Street and Sidewalks), Section 6 (Uniform Grid Systems; 
Number Required), of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and re-enact Section 13.6(J)(4) thereof, relative to 
an L-Turnaround. 

3.5 13124 11/17/04 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms), of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of BatonRouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so 
as to add Section 3.5 (Historic Preservation Commission) 
thereto. 

3.06 13125 11/17/04 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms), of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so 
as to add Section 3.06 (Demolition and Relocation of 
Historic Buildings in the Downtown Development District) 
thereto. 

8.218 13140 12/07/04 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend Sections 8.218 (Urban Design District One), relative 
to design guidelines. 

4.103, 8.216, 
8.217 

13227 
03/17/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), Chapter 4 (permits and final plat approval), 
and Chapter 8 (zoning districts), of the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, 
so as to include definitions for “Common Open Space”, 
“Green Open Space”, “pond”, and “lake”; amend and re-
enact Sections 4.103, 8.216 and 8.217, relative to Open 
Space provisions. 

10.103 13228 
03/17/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplemental Uses) of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
add Section 10.103 thereto, creating an Old Town 
Redevelopment Overlay District. 

8.218 13359 
08/17/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section218 (UDD1 Urban Design District 
One) of The Code of Ordinances of The City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, So as to Amend 
and Re-Enact Section 8.218(D) Thereof, relative to Lot Size, 
Setbacks, Maximum Heights, and Access. 
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17.8 13360 
08/17/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking), Section 8(Schedule of Off- Street Parking 
Requirements) of The Code of Ordinances of The City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, So as to 
Amend and Re-Enact Section 17.8 thereof, relative to 
Parking Requirements. 

14.6 13384 
09/14/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 14 
(Utilities), of The Code of Ordinances of The City of Baton 
Rouge And Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to add 
Section 14.6 (Outdoor Lighting) Thereto. 

16.14 13408 
09/21/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs), Section 14 (Permanent On- Premise Signs By 
Zoning District), of The Code of Ordinances of The City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
Amend and Re-Enact Sub-Section 16.14(B)(2) Thereof, 
Relative To Wall, Monument And Awning Signs; and so as 
to Add Sub-Sections 16.14(C) and 16.14(D) Thereto, 
Relative to Canopy and Awning Signs and Establish 
Specific Height and Square Foot Requirements for 
Monument Signs; and so as to Re-Letter Section 16.14(C) 
To Section 16.14(E) and amend and Re-Enact Section 
16.14(C)Thereof, Relative to Sign Requirements; and so as 
to re-Letter Sections 16.14(D)and Section 16.14(E)to 
Section 16.14(F) and Section 16.14(G) respectively. 

14.42 13409 
09/21/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 14 
(Utilities) of the Code of Ordinances of The City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to Amend 
and Re-Enact Section 14.42 (Conditions), so as to add 
Section 14.42(N) Thereto, relative to Lighting Systems for 
structures which are more than 165 feet and less than 200 
feet in height. 

8.208.2 & 
8.208.3 

13410 
09/21/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.208.2 (GOL General Office 
Low Rise District) and Section 8.208.3 (GOH General Office 
High-Rise District) of the Code of Ordinances of The City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and Re-Enact Sections 8.208.2 and 8.208.3 Thereof, 
relative to clarifying the intent and purpose of this district. 
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4.7 13434 
10/19/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Permits And Final Plat Approval) ofthe Code of 
Ordinances of The City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to amend and Re-Enact Section 4.7 
Thereof, relative to Final Plat Approval as it pertains to 
Single and Multi-Family Residential Subdivisions. 

10.103 13435 
10/19/200

5 

Amending title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplemental Uses) of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
add Section 10.106 thereto relative to The Drehr Place 
Historic District Guidelines. 

3.2 &9.201 13437 
10/26/200

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), Chapter 3 (Administrative Mechanisms), and 
Chapter 9 (Accessory Uses), of The Code Of Ordinances of 
The City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, 
so as to amend and Re-Enact Chapter 2, Relative to the 
definition of “Rear “Yard”, add Section 3.2(C)(5) Thereto, 
and amend and Re-Enact Section 9.201 Thereof, relative to 
Accessory Buildings and to provide for Waivers Thereof. 

Appendix B, 
Section I 

13477 
12/14/200

5 

Amending and Re-enacting Appendix B (Zoning, 
Subdivision and Sign Fees), of Title 7, Section I of The 
Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish 
of East Baton Rouge (Unified Development Code), so as to 
adopt the Planning Commission Application and GIS Fee 
Schedule to be effective January 1, 2006. 

Chapter 2 13492 
01/18/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to add a 
definition of “Urban Design District” and “Urban Design 
Overlay District”. 

8.202.5 13494 
01/18/200

6 

Amending title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
add section 8.202.5, relative to a Two-Family Residential 
District. 

3.5 13511 
02/15/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms), Section 5 (Historic 
Preservation Commission) of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so 
as to amend and re-enact section 3.5 Therefore, relative to 
future Historic Preservation Commission Appointments. 
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13.6 13546 
03/15/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 13 
of Ordinance of the City of Baton Rouge and the Parish of 
East Baton Rouge, so as to amend Section 13.6 (I), so as to 
add additional requirements. 

8.219 13590 
04/26/200

6 

Amending title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinance of the City of 
Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and re-enact Section 8.219 therefore, relative to 
maximum allowable size of commercial buildings. 

8.213 13623 
05/17/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.213 (A) (1) (RE/A1 Residential 
Estate/Agriculture One Districts), Section 8.213 (A) (2) 
(RE/A2 Residential Estate/Agriculture Two Districts), and 
Section 8.213 (A) (3) (RE/A3 Residential Estate/Agriculture 
Three Districts) of the Code of Ordinance of the City of 
Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
stipulate the maximum lot area or maximum density. 

8.213 13682 
07/19/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge City-Parish, 
so as to amend and re-enact Section 8.213 thereof, so as to 
require that if an area is designated Residential 
Estate/Agriculture on the Horizon Plan “2010 Land Use 
Plan” and is zone Rural, all lots in a development shall be a 
minimum of one (1) acre or at a maximum density of four 
and one tenth (4.1) units per acre in an approved Cluster 
Subdivision Development. 

10.103 13683 
07/19/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code). Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) of The Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge City-
Parish, so as to amend and re-enact Section 10.103 (Urban 
Design Overlay District Guidelines and Overlay District 
boundaries. 

13.2 and 
13.6 

13727 
09/06/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 13 
(Streets and Sidewalks), Sections 13.2 and 13.6, of The 
Code of Ordinances of The City of Baton Rouge and Parish 
of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re-enact Sections 
13.2(b),(d)thereof, add Section 13.2(g)thereto, and re-letter 
sections 13.2(g) and (h); amend and re-enact section 
13.6(a) thereof; and add Appendix J to The Unified 
Development Code, relative to requiring minimum 
standards for street cross sections. 
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14.45 13728 
09/06/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions) and Chapter 14 (Utilities) of The Code of 
Ordinances of The City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re-enact Section 14.45 
thereof, relative to Wireless Towers. 

8.213 (b) 
and (c) 

13734 9/13/2006 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), of The Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and re-enact Section 8-213 (B) and (C) thereof, 
relative to numerical sequence. 

8.218 13789 
10/18/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of The Code of Ordinances of The City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and re-enact Section 8.218 thereof, so as to add 
requirements for a Traditional Neighborhood 
Development (TND) thereto. 

8.216 13790 
10/18/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge, so as to revise the requirements for Planned 
Unit Development (PUD). 

19.41and 
19.95 

13846 
12/05/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 19 
(Amendments) of The Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
add section 17.41 thereto and amend and re-enact Section 
19.95 thereof, relative to Notice of Public Hearing and 
Notice of Change of Land Use. 

4.4 13848 
12/05/200

6 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and the Parish of 
East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re-enact Section 4.4 
(C) (1) thereof, relative to procedures. 

Chapters 2, 
4, 13 

13952 
03/21/200

7 

Amending title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), chapter 4 (Permits and Final plat approval), 
Chapter 5(Waivers, Variations, and Exceptions), and 
Chapter 13 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, relative to subdivision regulations in the 
Parish of East Baton Rouge. 

18.3 13954 
03/21/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 18 
(Landscape and Trees), section 3 (Landscape Standards)of 
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and 
Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to add Section 
18.3(b)(6)(j) thereof, relative to service areas. 
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13.6 13954 
03/21/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 13 
(Streets and Sidewalks), Section 6 (Street and Sidewalk 
Improvement Standards)of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to amend and re-enact Section 13:6 thereof, relative  to  
residential  street  construction standards. 

8.216, 8.217, 
8.218 

13996 
04/18/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and re-enact Section 8.216 (Planned Unit 
Development (PUD)), Section 8.217 (Small Planned Unit 
Development (SPUD)), and Section 8.218 (Traditional 
Neighborhood Development) thereof, relative to parking 
requirements. 

11.301 14022 
05/23/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 11 
(Dimensional Regulations) of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so 
as to add Section 11:301(i) thereto, relative to front yard 
setbacks permitted on South Harrell’s Ferry Road. 

10.107 14026 
05/23/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) of The Code of Ordinances of The 
City of Baton Rouge And Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to add Section 10.107 thereto, relative to  The Government 
Street Urban Design Overlay District, Effective September 
1, 2007. 

8.106 14043 
06/20/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to add 
Section 8.106(g) thereto, relative to conditional uses. 

8.213, 
8.213(a)(1), 
8.2139(a)(2) 

14073 
07/18/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and re-enact Sections 8.213, 8.213(a)(1), 
8.213(a)(2), and  8.213(a)(3)  thereof,  relative  to  the 
conditional use related to oil and chemical industrial 
facilities. 

16.16 14074 
07/18/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and 
re-enact Section 16.16 thereof, relative to administration 
procedures. 
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5.1 14075 
07/18/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 5 
(Waivers, Variations, and Exceptions) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re-enact Section 5.1(h) 
thereof, relative to paving waiver procedures. 

13.3 14076 
07/18/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 13 
(Streets and Sidewalks) of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to amend and re-enact Section 13.3 thereof, relative to the 
continuation of streets. 

17.3, 17.13, 
17.15 

14077 
07/18/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and 
re-enact Sections 17.3, 17.13, and 17.15 thereof, relative 
to parking waiver procedures. 

11.510 (D) 14221 
11/14/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 11 
(Dimensional Regulations) of The Code of Ordinances of 
The City Of Baton Rouge And Parish Of East Baton Rouge, 
so as to amend 
and re-enact Section 11.510(D) thereof, relative to 
Construction of Parking in the setback. 

Chapter 15 14261 
12/05/200

7 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 15 
(Flood Ways, Flood Plains, Drainage, and Erosion) of The 
Code of Ordinances of The City of Baton Rouge and Parish 
of East Baton Rouge, so as to address Federal and State 
Water 
Quality Requirements. 

8.218(S) 14331 
02/27/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), of The Code of Ordinances of The City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and 
Re-Enact Section 8.218(S) relative to Traditional 
Neighborhood Development Appeals. 

10.110 14333 
02/27/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) of The Code of Ordinances of The 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to add Section 
10.110 (Florida Boulevard Urban Design Overlay District 
Six) thereto, relative to Design Guidelines and Overlay 
District Boundaries. 
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10.107 14363 
03/19/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
Supplementary Uses of The Code of Ordinances of The 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to add Section 
10:107 thereto, establishing The Arts and Entertainment 
District. 

11.6 14379 
04/16/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 11 
(Dimensional Regulations), of The Code of Ordinances of 
The City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, 
so as to amend 
and re-enact Section 11.6 Relative to minimum lot areas 
and lot widths. 

10.107 14380 
04/16/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplemental Uses) of The Code of Ordinances of The 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to add Section 
10.107 Thereto, relative to The Spanish Town 
Local Historic District Design Guidelines. 

16.5 14383 
04/16/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Planning And Zoning), Chapter 16 
(Signs), of The Code of Ordinances of The City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and 
re enact 
Section 16.5 (Abandoned), relative to removal. 

15.7 14405 
05/14/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 15 
(Flood Plains, Drainage, and Water Quality), Part IV 
(Provisions For Flood Hazard Reduction) of the Code of 
Ordinance of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, 
so as to amend and re-enact Section 15.7 relative to 
special flood hazards. 

16.10, 16.12 14417 
05/21/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and 
re enact Sections 16.10 and 16.12, relative to Temporary 
Signs. 

Chapter 4 14418 5/21/2008 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), Chapter 4 (permits and final plat approval), 
chapter 5 (Waivers, Variations and Exceptions), Chapter 13 
(Streets and Sidewalks), and Chapter 18 (Landscape and 
Trees) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, 
relative to private servitude of access. 
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8.223 14432 
06/18/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), of the Code of Ordinance of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to add 
section 8.223 
(Jefferson Highway Urban Design District Four) 

10.101 14433 
06/25/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses), and Chapter 2 (Definitions), of the 
Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish 
of East Baton Rouge, so as to rearrange the Chapter order 
to be consistent with the format of the Unified 
Development Code. 

Chapter 8 14434 
06/25/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), and Chapter 2 (Definitions), of the Code 
of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to rearrange the Chapter order to be 
consistent with the format of the Unified Development 
Code. 

8.218 14468 08/13/08 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and re  enact  Section  8.218(TND)  Traditional 
Neighborhood Development. 

10.102h 14494 
09/17/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, as to 
amend Section 
10.113 Urban Design Overlay District Eight - Jefferson 
Highway and its subsequent Definitions to reflect the new 
template for Urban Design Overlay Districts. 

3.01 14524 
10/15/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms) of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so 
as to amend Section 3.01 (Planning Commission 
Composition) relative to language changes to bring the 
Unified Development Code into compliance with the East 
Baton Rouge Plan of Government, specifically relating to 
the make up of the Planning Commission and the terms of 
its 
officers. 

Chapter 12 14525 
10/15/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 12 
(Recreation and Open Space) of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so 
as to consolidate all Open Space requirements into 
one Chapter of the Unified Development Code. 
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13.4 14526 
10/15/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 13 
(Streets and Sidewalks) of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to amend Section 13.4 (Street Names) relative to street 
naming conventions, and provide requirements 
to avoid the duplication of street names throughout the 
City-Parish. 

16.15 14549 
11/19/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 16 
(Signs) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend 
Section 16.15 (Off Premise Signs) to prohibit scrolling or 
rotating signs on vehicles, and to provide clarification 
relating to the distance and citing of off premise 
signs. 

18.2 14527 
10/15/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 18 
(Landscape and Trees) of the Code of Ordinances of the 

City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to amend Section 18.2 (A) (Applicability of Landscape 

Requirements) relative to language changes to provide an 
exemption from landscape requirements  for  non-profit,  

501  (c)  (3) 
eleemosynary corporations. 

Chapter 4 14550 
11/19/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval) of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to amend Chapter 4 to be consistent 

with the 
Stormwater requirements in Chapter 15. 

17.8 14551 
11/19/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 17 
(Parking) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend 

Chapter 17 to be consistent with the Stormwater 
requirements in Chapter 15, and to amend Section 17.8 

(Parking 
Surface Type) to allow for various types of parking surfaces. 

18.4, 18.13 14552 
11/19/200

8 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 18 
(Landscape, Clearing, and Trees) of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to amend Chapter 18 to be consistent 

with the Stormwater requirements in Chapter 15, to amend 
Section18.4 (Land Clearing Requirements) to replace the 
Tree Removal Permit with the Site Clearing Permit, and to 

amend Section 18.13 (Violations and Penalties) 
to provide penalties for violations of the Site Clearing 

Permit. 
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Chapter 8 14434 
01/14/200

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
correct Ordinance 14434. 

10.102h 14584 
01/21/200

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) of the Code of Ordinances of the 

City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to correct Ordinance 14494 to change the section number 

from 10.103h to 10.102h. 

4.102, 5.2 & 
13.5 

14585 
01/21/200

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval) Section 4.102, Chapter 5 
(Waivers, Variations and Exceptions) Section 5.2, and 
Chapter 13 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to remove references to the Capital 
Improvements Committee and add references forwarding 
Planning Commission recommendations to the 
Metropolitan Council Zoning Meeting. 

3.5 14717 
07/15/200

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms) Section 
3.5 (Historic Preservation Commission) to add subsection 
numbers, clarify the number and membership of the 
Commission, identify the Commission  Chairman,  and  
other  minor 
corrections to the section. 

Chapter 2 14718 
07/15/200

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 2 
(Definitions) Adding definitions for “Assisted living”, 
“Nursing home” and “Bedroom”. 

Amend 17.3, 
17.7 (Table 

1); Add 
17.13F and 

17.16 

14719 
07/15/200

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 17 
(Parking) to require detailed explanation of usages before 
non-simultaneous parking can be approved; reducing the 
off-street parking requirement for multi-family residential 
uses; adding transit incentives; adding a bicycle parking 
requirement; and minor housekeeping 
items. 

8.219 14724 
07/22/200

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) so as to add Section 
8.219 the Infill/Mixed Use Small Planned Unit Development 
(ISPUD). 
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10.102F 14751 
08/19/200

9 

Amendment to the Unified Development Code, Title 7, 
Chapter 10 (Supplementary Uses), Section 10.102f (Urban 
Design Overlay District Six – Florida Boulevard) so as to 
clearly state the requirement to remove all fencing made of 
barbed wire, razor wire, and chain link that is 
visible from side streets. 

Chapter 18 14773 
09/16/200

9 

Amendment to the Unified Development Code, Title 7, 
Chapter 18: Landscape, Clearing and Trees, Section 
18.2(A), 18.6(A) and 18.8(C)2 
relative to Landscape Plan Requirements. 

Chapter 2 14816 
11/18/200

9 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 2 
(Definitions) so as to add the definition “Lot, Flag”. 

4.103A(4)h 14816 
11/18/200

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval) so as to add Section 
4.103A94)h to establish standards for Flag Lots. 

Chapter 18 14882 
03/17/201

0 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 18 
(Landscape, Clearing and Trees) so as to reorganize for 
simplification, change the technical requirements for 
design area site development to a point system, provide 
incentives for preservation of existing trees, and 
added a Class “C” Tree. 

Chapter 8 14925 
05/19/201

0 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) so as to amend Section 8.217 Small 
Planned Unit Development (SPUD) to allow up to M1 (Light 
Industrial) uses, remove requirement of City to rezone back 
to original zoning upon expiration, lower maximum 
size to ten (10) acres, and other miscellaneous corrections. 

Chapter 10 14944 
06/16/201

0 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) so as to add Section 10.102i Urban 
Design Overlay District 
Nine - Old Hammond Highway (UDOD-9). 

Chapter 8 14958 
07/21/201

0 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) so as to amend Section 8.216 Planned 
Unit Development (PUD) to allow up to M2 (Heavy 
Industrial) uses, remove requirement of City to rezone back 
to original zoning upon expiration, lower minimum size to 
ten (10) acres, and other miscellaneous 
corrections. 

Chapter 10 15029 
11/17/201

0 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) so as to amend Section 
10.102cUrban Design Overlay District Three – Government 
Street (UDOD-3) to 
allow varied setbacks for tree preservation. 
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Chapter 4 
&13 

15027 
(Also Act 

of 
Correction 

15091) 

11/17/201
0 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plats), Section 
4.102 (Subdivision Review and Procedures), Section 4.103 
(Requirements for improvements, reservations, 
retention/detention areas, and Design) pertaining to 
notifications, and access and block requirements; Chapter 
13 (Streets and Sidewalks), Section 13.1 (Blocks), Section 
13.2.D (Street and Ally Right-of–Way), and Section 13.6 
(Street and Sidewalk Improvement Standards) pertaining 
to sidewalks and blocks within subdivisions. 

Chapter 14 15028 
11/17/201

0 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 14 
(Utilities) so as to amend Section 
14.43 to make notification procedures 
consistent  with  all  other  land  development 
applications. 

Chapter 3 15070 1/19/2011 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms) so as to amend  Section  3.3  
to  remove  references 
regarding appealing Board of Adjustment decisions. 

Chapter 8 15152 6/15/2011 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) so as to combine Section 8.216 (Planned 
Unit Development), Section 8.217 (Small Planned Unit 
Development), and 8.219 (Infill/Mixed Use Small Planned  
Unit  Development)  into  one  (1) 
ordinance titled Planned Unit Developments. 

Chapter 10 15186 9/21/2011 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) so as to 
amend Section 10.102d Urban Design Overlay District 
Four (UDOD-4) to revise boundary. 

Chapter 8 15197 
10/19/201

1 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend and re-enact Section 8.217 (Traditional 
Neighborhood Development). 

Chapter 10 15196 
10/19/201

1 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses), of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to amend and re-enact  Section  10.101  (Natural  Resource 
Overlay District). 
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Chapter 3 15198 
10/19/201

1 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms) of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so 
as to amend and re-enact Section 3.5 (Historic Preservation 
Commission) and Section 3.6 (Demolition and Relocation  
of  Historic  Buildings  in  the 
Downtown Development District). 

Chapters 2, 
4,8, 

10,15,18,19 
15199 

10/19/201
1 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code) of the Code 
of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as replace all references to “Horizon Plan” 
and “2010 Land Use Plan” with “Comprehensive Land  Use  
and  Development  Plan”  and 
“Comprehensive Land Use Plan” and delete current Land 
Use Definitions. 

Chapter 2 15233 12/7/2011 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to 
amend the definition of “Monument Signage”. The new 
definition outlines standards for new monument 
signs. 

Chapters 2 
and 3 

15239 1/18/2012 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), of the code 
of ordinances of the city of baton rouge and parish of east 
baton rouge, so as to amend and so as to replace 
references to “mobile home” and “mobile home park” with 
“manufactured home” and “manufactured home park”; to 
amend chapter 2 (definitions) so as to add the definition of 
“modular home” and revise the definition of “manufactured 
home”; and to remove chapter 3(administrative 
mechanisms) section 3.2.b.9. 

Chapter 16 15262 2/15/2012 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs), of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge. Allow subdivision 
signs to be placed in the right-of-way when approved by 
the Director of the Department of Public Works. 

Chapter 4 15310 5/16/2012 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), of the 
Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish 
of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re enact Chapter 
4 (Permits and Final Plat Approval), Section 4.1 (General 
Zachary School District Amendment). 
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Chapter 15 15322 6/13/2012 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), of the 
Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish 
of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re enact 
Chapter15 (Flood Ways, Flood Plains, Drainage, and 
Erosion), Section 
15.7 RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AREAS 
OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AS IDENTIFIED IN THE 
FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY (FIS) AND FLOOD 
INSURANCE 
RATE MAPS (FIRM’S) DATED JUNE 19, 2012. 

Chapter 10 15337 6/20/2012 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), of the 
Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish 
of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re enact 
Chapter10 (Supplementary Uses),  Section  10.102f  
allowing  illuminated 
signs within the Florida Boulevard Overlay District with 
certain restrictions. 

Chapter 4 15391 9/19/2012 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), of the 
Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish 
of East Baton Rouge, so as to amend and re enact 
Chapter4 (Permits and Final Plat Approval), Sections 4.3 
(Preliminary Plats) and 4.6.A (Final Plats) The Department 
of Public Works will assign municipal address block ranges 
and address numbers to new 
streets and properties on preliminary plats. 

Chapter 4 15479 4/17/2013 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and the Parish of 
East Baton Rouge so as to re-enact and amend Section 4.8: 
“Cluster Subdivision”. 

Chapter 17 15492 5/15/2013 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge so as to re-enact 
and amend Section 17.3 Off Street Parking, Section 17.7 
Schedule of Off-Street Parking Requirements, 
and Section 17.13. 

Chapter 2 15493 5/15/2013 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge so as to re-enact 
and amend to add Specialty Restaurant definition. 
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Chapter 8 15532 7/17/2013 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and the Parish of East Baton Rouge so as to 
amend and re-enact Section 8.218: “UDD1 Urban Design 
District One – Bluebonnet Boulevard.” 

Chapter 14 15583 
10/16/201

3 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 14 
(Utilities), Section14.50, of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to revise Section 14.50 regarding the Consolidated Street 
Lighting District. 

Chapter 16 15588 
10/16/201

3 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs),Section 16.15, of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to add the Central Thruway (from Florida Boulevard 
northward to the City Limits of the City of Central) to the list 
of routes on which off- 
premise signs are prohibited. 

Chapter 4 15604 
11/20/201

3 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval), of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to require that all plans that go before 
the East Baton Rouge Planning and Zoning Commission 
Staff and fall within the Central Community School System 
be submitted to the Central Planning and Zoning 
Commission within five (5) days of submission of the plans 
to the East 
Baton Rouge Parish Planning and Zoning Commission. 

Chapter 10 15659 3/19/2014 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses), Section 10.102d (Urban Design 
Overly District Four Nicholson Drive, Old South Baton 
Rouge) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to include 
Infill/Mixed-Use Small Planned Unit Developments 
(ISPUDs), Small Planned Unit Developments (SPUDs), 
Planned Unit Developments   (PUDs),   and   Traditional 
Neighborhood Developments (TNDs) to list of 
development exempt from overlay requirements. 
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Adopted 
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Chapter 8 15674 4/16/2014 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.217F (Traditional 
Neighborhood Development) of the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, 
so as to revise the ownership and legal control of land 
proposed for rezoning to TND. This amendment makes the 
TND ownership and control requirements consistent with 
Planned Unit Developments. 

Chapter 14 15720 6/18/2014 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 14 
(Utilities), Section 14.50 (Existing Subdivisions; Application 
for Inclusion in the Consolidated Street Lighting District) of 
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and 
Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to provide procedures 
for additions to the Consolidated Road Lighting District 
whereby a majority in number and amount of property tax 
payers in an existing subdivision may petition the 
Metropolitan Council for inclusion in the Consolidated 
Road Lighting District. 

Chapter 3 15749 8/20/2014 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms), Section 3.507.C (Designation 
of Local Historic Districts and Landmarks) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East 
Baton Rouge, so as to enhancing the criteria listed in the 
UDC for Local Historic Landmarks. 

Chapter 8 
(TA-1-14) 

15813 
11/19/201

4 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.216 (J) (5) (b) (Changes in the 
ISPUD Development Plan) of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so 
as to define the types of changes which may occur within 
an ISPUD and assigns approval authority to  the  
Metropolitan  Council,  Planning Commission, or Planning 
Director, depending on the scale and type of change. 

Chapter 8 
and 

Appendix H 
(TA-2-14) 

15814 
11/19/201

4 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.210a.2 (HC2 Heavy 
Commercial Two) and Appendix H: HC2 Heavy 
Commercial Two District of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as 
to restore the original definition of HC2 by removing the 
limit on  building  square  footage  and  eliminating 
redundant language. 
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Chapter 4 
and Chapter 
13 (TA-3-14) 

15815 
11/19/201

4 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval), Section 4.4.A.5 and 
Chapter 13 (Streets and Sidewalks) Section 13.6.I (Private 
Street) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton 
Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to place that 
provision in the appropriate location to make it applicable 
to all subdivisions. This amendment also clarifies Minor 
Subdivision requirements with regard to recording 
drainage data on subdivision maps. 

Chapter 19 
(TA-4-14) 

15816 
11/19/201

4 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 19 
(Amendments), Sections 19.3 and 19.8 (Withdrawal of 
applications) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to allow 
the Planning Director to accept and process a rezoning 
application without regard for time limits, provided the 
application is substantially different from the denied 
application(s). This amendment also addresses restrictive 
language regarding deadlines for withdrawals of 
applications and makes that language consistent with the 
Planning Commission’s and Metropolitan Council’s current 
practices. 

Chapter 10 
(TA-5-14) 

15817 
11/19/201

4 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses), Section 10.102h (Urban Design 
Overlay District Eight - Jefferson Highway) and Appendix G 
of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Baton Rouge and 
Parish of East Baton Rouge, so as to expand the 
boundaries of the Jefferson Highway Urban Design 
Overlay District to include the properties fronting the north 
side of Jefferson Highway, west of Drusilla Lane and east of 
Fairway Drive. 

Chapter 2 
Chapter 10 
(TA-6-14) 

15850 1/21/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), to add definition for “Green Wall” and 
Chapter 10 (Supplementary Uses), Section 10.105 to add 
Design Standards and create five new design standards 
(Downtown, Urban, Walkable, Suburban and Rural to 
regulate design for new developments across the City-
Parish. 

Chapter 2 
Chapter 7 
(TA-1-15) 

15898 3/18/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), to amend “Nonconforming Use” definition 
and add definition for “Nonconforming Lot” and 
“Nonconforming Structure” and Chapter 7 
(Nonconforming Situations), changed chapter title to 
Nonconformities and restructure the entire chapter. 
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Date 
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Amendment 

Chapter 2 
Chapter 8 

Appendix H 
(TA-3-15) 

15899 3/18/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), revise the definition of educational facility to 
ensure that preschools are considered in the same manner 
as other school facilities and Chapter 8 (Zoning Districts), 
Sections 8.201(A1 Single Family Residential District) and 
8.202(A2 Single Family Residential District) removing 
preschools including Head Start and other Pre-
Kindergarten programs form conditional use allowed in 
these sections and removed from Appendix H to be 
consistent. 

Chapter 19 
(TA-4-15) 

15900 3/18/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 19 
(Amendments), Section 19.41 (Notice of Public Hearing) to 
increases the distance for public notification by mail of 
Planning Commission hearings from properties within 150 
feet to those within 300 feet of the subject property. 

Chapter 10 
(TA-2-15) 

15935 4/15/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses), Section 10.102i (Urban Design 
Overlay District Nine- Old Hammond Highway) to reflect a 
common format for all overlay districts consistent with that 
used in the Design Levels, removes non-regulatory 
language, and permits additional uses within the Overlay. 

Chapter 10 
(TA-5-15) 

15936 4/15/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses), Section 10.104b (Local Historic 
Overlay District Two- Spanish Town) to establishes that 
single-family and two-family dwellings are permitted by 
right throughout the Spanish Town Local Historic District 
and clarifies the provisions governing building setbacks for 
all structures within the district. 

Chapter 2 
(TA-7-15) 

15940 4/22/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), to delete the definition for “Special Homes” 
and add definition for “Group Homes” and “Reasonable 
Accommodations”. 

Chapter 8 
(TA-8-15) 

15960 5/20/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.218.B.2.d (UDD1 Urban Design 
Overlay District One- Bluebonnet Boulevard to designate 
Lot CP DPW (N) as part of Urban Design District One – 
Bluebonnet Boulevard, Sub Area B2. 

Chapter 15 
(TA-9-15) 

16050 8/19/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 15 
(Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Water Quality), to 
incorporate additional National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) standards. 
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Chapter 2 
and 20 (TA-

10-15) 
16043 8/19/2015 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), to repeal and reserve Chapter 2 and to create 
Chapter 20 (Definitions). 

Chapters 1, 
16, 18, and 

19 
(TA-11-15) 

16089 
10/21/201

5 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 1 
(General Provisions), Sections 1.1 (Authority and Purpose), 
1.3 (Relationship To Adopted Plans), 1.4 (Minimum 
Requirements), 1.5 (Fees), 1.6 (Severability) Chapter 16 
(Signs), Section 16.16.C.1.c (Signs-Licensing), Chapter 18 
(Landscape and Clearing, and Trees), Section 18.10.C 
(Administrative Guidelines) and Chapter 19 (Amendments), 
Section 19.97 (Land Use Plan Amendments Fee Schedule) 
to remove reference to specific fee dollar amounts, 
establish clear regulatory authority for implementation of 
the code, establish the relationship between the code and 
the currently adopted comprehensive plan, and to provide 
a severability clause applicable to the entire code. 

Chapter 19 
(TA-12-15) 

16173 2/17/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 19 
(Amendments), Section 19.6 (Action by the Metropolitan 
Council) to amend so as to clarify the requirement of 
Council voting on amendments recommended for denial 
by the Planning Commission and to establish a 
requirement of a (2/3) to approve any amendment 
changing the zoning designation of privately owned real 
property initiated by the Metropolitan Council, other than 
those affecting publicly-owned property, that lacked the 
written support of the property owner for the proposed 
change. 

Chapter 3 
(TA-1-16) 

16202 3/16/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms), Section 3.5 (Historic 
Preservation Commission) to A revision of Section 3.5 of 
the Unified Development Code (UDC) so as to clarify 
requirements and streamline the review process. 

Chapter 20 16312 9/7/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Definitions), to amend the definitions for Record 
Inundation, Substantial Damage, and Substantial 
improvement. This was a Council initiated change in 
response to the extraordinary flooding event of August 
2016. 
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Chapter 15 16314 9/14/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 15 
(Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Erosion), to amend 
Section 15.21 as to delete the requirements related to 
substantial improvements for properties located in Flood 
Zones B, C, and X. 

Chapter 8 
(TA-2-16) 

16321 9/21/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), To create Section 8.107, Character 
Areas, within the Unified Development Code, dividing the 
City-Parish into four geographic areas, Downtown, 
Urban/Walkable, Suburban, and Rural, in order to establish 
regulations that reflect the development character of each 
area; and to delete inconsistent provisions throughout the 
chapter. 

Chapter 17 
and Chapter 
20 (TA-3-16) 

16327 9/21/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking) and Chapter 20 (Definitions), to repeal and 
replace the existing Parking Chapter of the Unified 
Development Code, establishing up-to-date parking 
regulations that reflect the character of the area within 
which a development is located. Also, to amend the 
definition of “Buffer” in Chapter 20. 

Chapter 18 
(TA-4-16) 

16328 9/21/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 18 
(Landscape) to repeal and replace the existing Landscape 
Chapter of the Unified Development Code, establishing 
regulations that reflect the character of the area within 
which a development is located. 

Chapter 3 
(TA-5-16) 

16329 9/21/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Administrative Mechanisms) to create Section 3.7, Tree 
and Landscape Commission, within the Unified 
Development Code, relocating the existing provisions of 
Section 18.11, Tree and Landscape Commission 

Chapter 4 
(TA-6-16) 

16330 9/21/2016 

Amending Title 7(Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval) To create Section 4.14, 
Land Clearing Requirements, relocating the existing 
provisions of Section 18.3, Land Clearing Requirements. 

Chapter 6 
(TA-7-16) 

16331 9/21/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 6 
(Enforcement and Review) To create Section 6.8, Violations 
and Penalties of Land Clearing and Landscape Regulations, 
relocating the existing provisions of Section 18.13, 
Violations and Penalties. 
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Chapter 11 
(TA-8-16) 

16332 9/21/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 11 
(Dimensional Regulations) to repeal and revise allowable 
heights in office districts to better distinguish between NO 
(Neighborhood Office) and GOL (General Office Low Rise) 
as requested by the Metro Council. 

Chapter 8 
(TA-9-16) 

16333 9/21/2016 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) To repeal and revise allowable heights in 
office districts to better distinguish between NO 
(Neighborhood Office) and GOL (General Office Low Rise) 
as requested by the Metro Council. 

Chapter 8 
(TA-10-16) 

16444 3/15/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.213, revises the provisions of 
the Unified Development Code governing Rural zoned 
properties, limiting densities to no more than 4.1 dwelling 
units per acre and restricting uses to those typical of a 
residential zoning district, with an effective date of March 
30, 2018. 

Chapter 17 
(TA-3-17) 

16448 3/15/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking and Loading), Sections 17.5.3B, 17.8.2, and 17.5A, 
amended to remove a requirement regarding driveways 
and accesses in the Suburban Character Area, reduce 
minimum vertical clearance requirements, and introduce 
standards for directional indicators 

Chapter 4 
(TA-2-17) 

16480 4/19/2017 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), a deletes 
Section 4.8, Cluster Subdivision mended to delete Section 
4.8, Cluster Subdivision from 

Chapter 12 
(TA-4-17) 

16481 4/19/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), amended 
to remove the majority of the regulations in Chapter 12 
that are duplicated elsewhere in deletes Section 4.8, 
Cluster Subdivision 

Chapter 8 
(TA-5-17) 

16486 4/19/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Sections 8.201, 8.203.1, 8.213, 
8.213(a)(1), 8.213(a)(2), 8.213(a)(3) amended to 
amendment will remove an excessive setback requirement 
from all property lines for graves within a burial place while 
still requiring a conditional use permit, and add the word 
“Columbaria.” 
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Chapter 13 
(TA-6-17) 

16530 5/15/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 13 
(Streets and Sidewalks), amendment repeals and replaces 
Chapter 13 of the Unified Development Code governing 
Streets and Sidewalks, establishing consistent design 
standards for the design of streets and sidewalks. 

Chapter 5 
(TA-7-17) 

16531 5/15/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 5 
(Waivers) amended to remove portions of Chapter 5 that 
are inconsistent with the proposed changes to Chapters 
13, Streets and Sidewalks, and 17, Parking and Loading, 
and eliminate redundancies with Chapter 4, Permits and 
Final Plat Approval. 

Chapter 4 
(TA-8-17) 

16534 5/15/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval) amended to create a 
notification procedure of proposed development in the 
vicinity of BREC parks 

Chapter 8 
(TA-9-17) 

16535 5/15/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) amended to add a provision of Chapter 
8.106, Conditional Uses, for a major conditional use, adds 
a provision of Chapter 8.213, Conditional Uses, for 
Reception Halls without alcohol - not be located within a 
recognized residential subdivision to be eligible for 
approval through a Conditional Use Permit by the Planning 
Commission, and added a provision of Chapter 8.213, 
Conditional Uses, for Reception Halls with alcohol - This 
use is only allowed in the designated zoning district if 
approved through the granting of a conditional use permit 
by the Metropolitan Council (Major Conditional Use). Shall 
not be located within a recognized residential subdivision. 

Chapter 9 
and Chapter 

20 
(TA-10-17) 

16536 5/15/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 9 
(Use Regulations) amendment repeals Chapter 9, 
Accessory Uses, in its entirety and replaces it with a new 
Chapter 9, Uses, initially only addressing accessory uses 
with sections reserved to later move information on 
permitted uses from appendices into the adopted 
ordinance. Amending Title 7(Unified  Development  Code), 
Chapter 20 (Definitions) deletes the definition of “Home 
Occupation” from Chapter 20, Definitions. 
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Chapter 10 
(TA-11-17) 

16537 5/15/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) amendment repeals and replaces 
Section 10.102c, Urban Design Overlay District Three – 
Government Street with a revised and re-organized 
section, simplifying the requirements and eliminating non-
regulatory provisions 

Chapter 16 
(TA-12-17) 

16539 5/15/2017 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs) amendment removes content-based regulation in 
order to be consistent with Supreme Court decisions 

Chapter 10 
and 

Appendix G 
(TA-13-17) 

16570 6/21/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 
10, Section 10.102e.A This amendment will remove the 
area within the Old South neighborhood from this overlay, 
limiting it to the North Gate Improvement District (lots 
along Highland Road from Chimes Street north to 
Roosevelt Street) 

Chapter 17 
(TA-14-17) 

16569 6/21/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 
17, Parking and Loading, Section 17.5.3 amended to clarify 
conditions for the Department of Development to allow 
alternative materials in parking areas 

Chapter 8 
(TA-15-17) 

16590 7/19/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) amended to add a provision of Chapter 
8, Section 8.213 Rural, Conditional Uses, to allow Outdoor 
Shooting Ranges, including Skeet Shooting Ranges – 
establishing certain criteria for approval through a 
Conditional Use Permit by the Planning Commission 

Chapter 8 
(TA-16-17) 

16701 12/6/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts) amended to add a provision of Chapter 
8, Section 8.213 Rural, Conditional Uses, to allow Indoor 
Shooting Ranges – establishing criteria for approval 
through a Conditional Use Permit by the Planning 
Commission 

Chapter 16 
(TA-17-17) 

16702 12/6/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs) amended increases the maximum allowable sign 
area for a roof sign from 200 to 600 square feet in area or 
15% of the largest building façade whichever is smaller 
Chapter 16, Section 16.5.8 Roof Signs 
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Chapter 10 
(TA-18-17) 

16703 12/6/2017 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) Section 10.102g Urban Design 
Overlay District Seven - Downtown Design Overlay, 
amended to replace the existing Arts and Entertainment 
Overlay with a with a revised and re-organized section, 
defining appropriate uses, simplifying requirements, 
eliminating non-regulatory provisions and renaming to 
Downtown Design Overlay, 

Chapter 20 
(TA-1-18) 

16781 3/21/2018 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 20 
(Definitions) revised existing and added new definitions 
related to the Flood Ordinance in an effort to simplify and 
strengthen regulations for greater protection from 
flooding, 

Chapter 15 
(TA-2-18) 

16782 3/21/2018 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 15 
(Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage and Water Quality) 
revised the provisions of the floodplain ordinance to 
provide greater protection from flooding. 

Chapter 8 
(TA-3-18) 

16814 4/18/2018 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.217, Traditional Neighborhood 
Development The change replaces the existing Traditional 
Neighborhood Development regulations with simplified 
regulations that:1.Eliminate redundant or inconsistent 
provisions of the ordinance 2. Eliminates provisions that 
have never been applied 3. Updates terminology for 
consistency with other provisions of the UDC 4. Increases 
public notice provisions consistent with other sections of 
the UDC 5. Authorizes additional uses in Mixed Use Areas 
6. Updates parking requirements to reflect more current 
standards 7. Applies design provisions of the 
Urban/Walkable Character Area 8. Provides for appeals of 
the decisions of the Planning Director 9. Enables grocery 
store desired by neighborhood residents 

Chapter 10 
(TA-4-18) 

16864 7/18/2018 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses), Section 10.102e, Urban Design 
Overlay District Five – Northgate amendment repeals and 
replaces, Urban Design Overlay District Five – Northgate 
with a revised and re-organized section, simplifying the 
requirements and eliminating non-regulatory provisions 
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Chapter 10 
(TA-5-18) 

16886 8/15/2018 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses), Section 10.102h, Urban Design 
Overlay District Eight – Jefferson Highway, amendment 
repeals and replaces with a revised and re-organized 
section, simplifying the requirements and eliminating non-
regulatory provisions 

Chapter 17 
(TA-6-18) 

16895 9/19/2018 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking and Loading), amendment repeals and replaces 
clarify sections, and add required parking ratios for new 
uses 

Chapter 2 
(TA-7-18) 

16965 1/16/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), creating 
Chapter 2 (Administration), clarifying the responsibilities of 
the Metropolitan Council, Planning Commission, Board of 
Adjustment, and Historic Preservation Commission 

Chapter 3 
and Chapter 

19 
(TA-8-18) 

16966 1/16/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), repeals 
Chapter 19 (Amendments), and repeals and replaces 
Chapter 3 (Administrative Mechanisms), with a new 
Chapter 3 (Processes) eliminating inconsistencies and 
clarifying the processes used for adopting and amending 
the comprehensive plan, amending the text of the Unified 
Development Code, rezoning property, approving 
conditional use permits, revoking servitudes and rights-of-
way, designating historic landmarks and districts, 
approving certificates of appropriateness, approving 
demolitions of building more than 50 years old in the 
Downtown Character Area, and authorizing land clearance 

Chapter 20 
(TA-10-18) 

16967 1/16/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 20 
(Definitions), Section 20.2 (Defined Terms) amended the 
definition of “Agricultural Activities” to expressly exclude 
marijuana from the types of plants that may be cultivated 
as an agricultural product. 

Chapter 12 
(TA-3-19) 

17025 3/20/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 12 
(Open Space), amendment repeals and replaces Chapter 
12, Open Space, to require open space in residential 
developments other than planned unit developments; 
establishes thresholds for requiring open space; and 
defines uses that may be considered as open space. 

Chapter 19 
(TA-4-19) 

17026 3/20/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), TO Repeal 
Chapter 20 (Definitions) to create a new Chapter 19 
(Definitions) To revise existing, add new, and delete 
obsolete definitions to simplify regulations and move 
current definitions chapter to 19. 
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Chapter 8 
(TA-2-19) 

17044 4/17/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), amendment deletes out-of-date and 
unused provisions from Section 8.213 and adds language 
regulating sand and gravel mining through the issuance of 
a Major Conditional Use Permit 

Chapter 18 
(TA-5-19) 

17045 4/17/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 18 
(Landscape and Trees) to eliminate redundancies, clarify 
buffer requirements between different uses on a single 
property, and clarify requirements for street yards in the 
Suburban Character Area 

Chapter 17 
(TA-6-19) 

17046 4/17/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking and Loading) to add the guest parking 
requirements for townhome developments that are 
currently located in Chapter 4, Permits and Final Plat 
Approval 

Chapter 4 
(TA-7-19) 

17063 5/15/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Permits and Final Plat Approval) repeals Chapter 4, 
Permits and Final Plat Approval, and replaces it with a new 
Chapter 4, Site Plans and Plats to eliminate redundancies 
and inconsistencies, eliminate subdivision types that have 
not been used in the past, expands notification 
requirements to be uniform across all processes, clarifies 
the approval process for expansions of multi-family 
projects are clarified, eliminates specific scale 
requirements for preliminary plats in favor a legibility 
requirement, incorporates references to Chapter 12, Open 
Space extends the period of validity of a preliminary plat to 
three years, makes automatic the extension of a preliminary 
plat after construction plan approval, authorizes the 
Planning Director to extend preliminary plat validity by one 
year in extenuating circumstances, incorporates State 
requirements regarding the approval or disapproval of 
major subdivisions, and incorporates provisions for flag 
lots and townhome developments originally 
recommended by the former Zoning Advisory Committee 
in 2016 

Chapter 1 
(TA-8-19) 

17064 5/15/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 1 
(General provisions) deleting provisions that deal with the 
subdivision of land that are being incorporated into 
Chapter 4, Site Plans and Plats, and adding provisions 
regarding interpretation of the UDC that are being 
relocated from Chapter 6, Enforcement. 
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Appendix I –  Last amended 
Amendments to the UDC I-38 August 25, 2026 

Section 
Ordinance 

Number 
Date 

Adopted 
Amendment 

Chapter 6 
(TA-9-19) 

17065 5/15/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 6 
(Enforcement) repeals Chapter 6, Enforcement and Review, 
and replaces it with a new Chapter 6, Enforcement, 
deleting provisions that expired in 1958, provisions that 
are inconsistent with Chapter 8, Zoning Districts, and 
language regarding interpretation of the UDC (that is 
moved to Chapter 1, General Provisions); and correcting 
citations throughout the chapter 

Chapter 10 
(TA-11-19) 

17099 6/19/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Supplementary Uses) repeals Chapter 10, Supplementary 
Uses, and replaces it with a new Chapter 10 Overlays, 
reorganizes the chapter to list overlay districts 
alphabetically, updates all references, and creates a new 
Section 10.3.5, Drusilla Jefferson Overlay, in the 
commercial area north of I-12 of the former Jefferson 
Highway Overlay 

Chapter 15 
(TA-13-19) 

17100 6/19/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 15 
(Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Water Quality), 
amended to eliminate the provision of Section 15.21.H of 
the UDC requiring streets and parking lots within the 
parish to be constructed above the record inundation. 

Chapter 7 
(TA-14-19) 

17101 6/19/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 7 
(Nonconformities), amended to correct code citations, 
clarifies the difference between the ability for a 
nonconformity to be continued and when it must be 
discontinued, and makes the period for re-establishing 
legal nonconformities uniform in all zoning districts. 

Chapter 8 
(TA-15-19) 

17118 7/17/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), Section 8.4.8.F, General Airport (GA), this 
amendment repeals Sections 8.301 through 8.306, Airport 
Zoning, and replaces it with a new Section 8.4.8.F, General 
Airport (GA) District 

Chapter 3 
(TA-10-19) 

17134 8/22/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Processes), Section 3.14, Coordination with Others, this 
amendment extends the review period from 45 days to 60 
days for Central and Zachary 

Chapter 17 
(TA-18-19) 

17173 
10/16/201

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking), to permit off-site parking for residential uses in 
the Urban/Walkable Character Area and require 
permanent marking of spaces in parking lots 
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Appendix I –  Last amended 
Amendments to the UDC I-39 August 25, 2026 

Section 
Ordinance 

Number 
Date 

Adopted 
Amendment 

Chapter 4 
(TA-19-19) 

17174 
10/16/201

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Site Plans and Plats), Section 4.1.2, Coordination with 
Others amended to eliminate inconsistencies between the 
coordination provisions of Chapter 3, Processes, and those 
of Chapter 4, Site Plans and Plats 

Chapter 5 
(TA-20-19) 

17175 
10/16/201

9 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 5 
(Waivers) amendment repeals and replaces Chapter 5, 
Waivers, to update the list of waivers that can be granted 
and organize them by the entity that is authorized to grant 
the waiver 

Chapter 4 
(TA-22-19) 

17203 12/4/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Site Plans and Plats), Section 4.2, RV Parks, amendment 
revises Section 4.2, Site Plans, creating a new Section 4.2.4, 
Recreational Vehicle Parks, with standards for the design of 
RV Parks while eliminating inconsistencies between these 
provisions and those in Section 4.2.3, Manufactured Home 
Parks 

Chapter 16 
(TA-23-19) 

17204 12/4/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs), amendment revises Chapter 16, Signs, by adding 
language requiring permits for the erection of signs, 
eliminating inconsistencies between ordinance provisions, 
clarifying the distinction between changeable copy signs 
and electronic message, clarifying regulations for portable 
signs, eliminating out of date provisions, simplifying 
regulations for monument signs, and reducing the size of 
pylon signs 

Chapter 13 
(TA-24-19) 

17205 12/4/2019 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 13 
(Streets and Sidewalks) Section 13.2, Street and Alley 
Widths; Section 13.6, Street Addressing, and Section 13.8, 
Sidewalks and Pedestrian Ways, revises Section 13.6, 
Street Addressing, by establishing standards for the 
assignment of street addresses, and corrects errors and 
language in other sections 

Chapter 10 
(TA-16-19) 

17260 2/19/2020 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 10 
(Overlay Districts) Section 10.5 The Hundred Oaks Overlay, 
This amendment requires that abutting nonconforming lots 
in the area described above that are held in common 
ownership as of March 1, 2020 be considered as a single 
lot for purposes of development to the extent that they 
would meet minimum lot width requirements 
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Appendix I –  Last amended 
Amendments to the UDC I-40 August 25, 2026 

Section 
Ordinance 

Number 
Date 

Adopted 
Amendment 

Chapter 4 
(TA-1-20) 

17834 5/20/2020 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 4 
(Site Plans and Plats), this amendment relocates and 
updates language relative to utility requirements in 
subdivisions currently in Chapter 14, Utilities 

Chapter 14 
(TA-2-20) 

17835 5/20/20 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 14 
(Utilities), this amendment reorganizes and updates the 
provisions of Chapter 14, deleting language being moved 
to Chapter3 4, , and 19 

Chapter 19 
(TA-3-20) 

17836 5/20/20 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 19 
(Definitions), this amendment relocates definitions 
currently in Chapter 14, Utilities, to Chapter 19, Definitions 
and adds or revises definitions associated with other 
chapters 

Chapter 3 
(TA-4-20) 

17854 6/17/2020 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Processes), sections 3.5.4, Issuance of a Conditional Use 
Permit, through 3.5.8, Revocation of a Conditional Use 
Permit, amendment applies the same standard to 
subsequent conditional use permit applications as is 
applied to zoning changes, allowing a new conditional use 
permit to be sought on a property which a previous 
conditional use permit has been denied if the new 
application is for a less intense use 

Chapter 8 
(TA-5-20) 

17892 8/19/2020 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 8 
(Zoning Districts), wholesale re-write of Chapter 8, 
reorganizing the chapter by intensity of use, eliminating 
some zoning districts, making others inactive, and 
restoring one district to active use 

Chapter 9 
Appendix H 

(TA-6-20) 
17893 8/19/2020 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 9 
(Use Regulations) wholesale re-write of Chapter 9, creating 
easy to read tables of principal uses by zoning districts, 
repealing Appendix H 

Chapter 11 
Appendix F 

(TA-7-20) 
17894 8/19/2020 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 11 
(Dimensional Regulations) a wholesale re-write of Chapter 
11, creating easy to read tables of development standards 
by building type, repealing Appendix F 

Chapter 16 
(TA-1-21) 

18148 6/16/2021 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs) revises to clarify dimensional standards by adding 
graphics, establish time period for temporary signs, and 
address licensing issues 
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Section 
Ordinance 

Number 
Date 

Adopted 
Amendment 

Appendix J 
(TA-2-21) 

18149 6/16/2021 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Appendix 
J (Street Cross Sections) adds new street cross sections to 
in an effort to incorporate green infrastructure and 
complete streets 

Chapter 15 
(TA-3-21) 

18150 6/16/2021 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 15 
(Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage and Water Quality) 
revises the floodplain ordinance to provide greater 
protection from flooding 

Chapter 11 
Chapter 17 
Chapter 19 
(TA-4-21) 

18368 12/1/2021 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 11 
(Dimensional Regulations) Section 11.1.2Yards, Chapter 17 
(Parking and Loading) Section 17.5.2 Locational Standards 
for Parking Areas and Chapter 19 (Definitions) UDC 
amendment; adds clarified regulations; and revises 
definition of “Alley”, and creates a new definition for 
“Garage, Front Loaded” 

Chapter 2 
Chapter 6 
(TA-5-21) 

18382 
01/19/202

2 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 2 
(Administration) Section 2.3.3 and Chapter 6 (Enforcement) 
Section 6.1 UDC amendment change to appeals of the 
Building Official’s decision, interpretation of the UDC, or 
the International Building Code (IBC) from the Board of 
Adjustment to the Board of Appeals 

Chapter 17 
(TA-1-22) 

18511 
05/18/202

2 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking and Loading) Section 17.5.3 to establish separate 
standards for driveways for single family detached, single 
family attached, and semidetached housing types. 

Chapter 9 
and Chapter 
19 (TA-2-22) 

18512 
05/18/202

2 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 9 
(Use Regulations) and Chapter 19 (Definitions) 
amendment; creates two types of business activity allowed 
in a home as an accessory use with limitations: “Home 
Office” and “Home Occupation” 

Chapter 3 
(TA-3-22) 

18513 5/18/2022 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 3 
(Processes) to add formal notification for developments to 
be constructed within 1,000 feet of the Baker City Limits 
which require approval of the East Baton Rouge Planning 
Commission 

Chapter 19 
(TA-4-22) 

18539 6/15/2022 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 19 
(Definitions) amendment; revises definitions to remove 
regulations for Office/Warehouse Flex Space, Monument 
Sign, and Projecting Sign 
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Amendments to the UDC I-42 August 25, 2026 

Section 
Ordinance 

Number 
Date 

Adopted 
Amendment 

Chapter 17 
(TA-5-22) 

18564 7/20/2022 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 17 
(Parking and Loading) Section 17.5.2.A.3 to clarify Front 
Loaded Garage Setbacks 

Chapter 9 
and Chapter 
19 (TA-7-22) 

18684 
11/16/202

2 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 9 
(Use Regulations) and Chapter 19 (Definitions) to establish 
regulations for operating short-term rentals 

Chapter 9 
(TA-8-22) 

18753 2/15/2023 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 9 
(Use Regulations) Section 9.2.8, Table 9.G, Principle Uses 
Allowed in Industrial Zoning Districts 

Chapter 5 
(TA-1-23) 

18783 3/15/2023 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 5 
(Waivers) Section 5.1.4, revising section to be consistent 
with new stormwater regulations 

Chapter 16 
(TA-2-23) 

18853 5/17/2023 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 16 
(Signs) Section 16.2.4 to provide regulations for 
abandoned signs 

Chapter 9 
(TA-3-23) 

18886 6/21/2023 
Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 9 
(Use Regulations) Section 9.5.2.D to revise Chapter 9, to 
clarify regulations for fences and walls 

Chapter 9 
(TA-4-23) 

19077 12/6/2023 

Amending Title 7 (Unified Development Code), Chapter 9 
(Use Regulations) Section 9.2.2, Table 9.A to revise 
Chapter 9, modifying regulations of conditional uses for 
outdoor commercial recreation facilities 
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Appendix J – Street Cross Sections and Approved Street Name Suffixes             June 2021
J-2 

Approved Street Name Suffixes 
 

Name Standard 
Abbreviation Description and Stipulations 

Alley ALY 

Alleys are public servitudes which generally run behind lots 
and provide service to homes and businesses, or are otherwise 
short streets narrower than the standard width.  This suffix is 
generally not used for new streets except in exceptional 
circumstances. 

Avenue AVE 
A road or thoroughfare that serves through traffic, or 
ingress/egress traffic within a subdivision or subdivisions.  
This suffix may only be used for east-west oriented streets. 

Boulevard BLVD 

A through street; can also be an entrance roadway for a larger 
subdivision.  These roads contain a landscaped central 
reservation and a minimum of four through traffic lanes.  
Roadways of this description are required to use this suffix per 
the Unified Development Code. 

Circle CIR A side street which has both termini on the same road, 
creating a loop or crescent. 

Court CT Short dead end street which terminates in a cul-de-sac.  
Recommended length is 600 feet or less. 

Drive DR 
A road or thoroughfare that serves through traffic, or 
ingress/egress traffic within a subdivision or subdivisions.  
This suffix may only be used for north-south oriented streets. 

Highway HWY Reserved suffix for State-maintained roads only. 

Lane LN Minor street within a subdivision which may or may not be a 
dead-end. 

Loop LOOP A side street which has both termini on the same road, 
creating a loop or crescent. 

Place PL Short dead end street which terminates in a cul-de-sac. 

Parkway PKWY A thoroughfare designated as a major street.  These roadways 
should include a median or central reservation. 

Road RD A thoroughfare serving primarily rural areas, with a length 
greater than one-half mile in length. 

Street ST A road or thoroughfare that serves through traffic or continues 
across several subdivisions. 

Thruway THWY A major street with a minimum of four through traffic lanes 
and a dedicated central reservation. 

Walk WALK 
A side street within an older neighborhood.  This suffix is 
generally not used for new streets except in exceptional 
circumstances. 

Way WAY Minor street within a subdivision which may or may not be a 
dead-end. 
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Street Cross Sections - Green Infrastructure 
 
 

 
 

URBAN/WALKABLE  -  2-LANE (No On-Street Parking) 
 

Travel Lane Width:  Ten Feet 
Shoulders: One Foot (Edge of Travel Lane to Back of Curb; Curb & Gutter) 

Bike Facility: Five Foot (On-Street Bike Lanes with Bike Boxes at Intersection) 
Furniture Zone: Six Foot (Rain Gardens Preferred) 

Pedestrian Pathway: Six Foot Sidewalk 
Design Speed: 25 mph 
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URBAN/WALKABLE  -  2-LANE (With On-Street Parking) 
 

Travel Lane Width:  Ten Feet 
Shoulders: Eight Foot On-Street Parking Areas 

Bike Facility: Six Foot 6 Inches (Offset Protection with Bike Boxes at Intersection) 
Furniture Zone: Six Foot (Rain Gardens Preferred) 

Pedestrian Pathway: Six Foot Sidewalk 
Design Speed: 25 mph 
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URBAN/WALKABLE  -  4-LANE 
 

Travel Lane Width:  Ten Feet 
Shoulders: One Foot (Edge of Travel Lane to Back of Curb; Curb & Gutter)  

Bike Facility: Five Foot (On-Street Bike Lanes with Bike Boxes at Intersection) 
Furniture Zone: Six Foot (Rain Gardens Preferred) 

Pedestrian Pathway: Six Foot Sidewalk 
Design Speed: 30 mph 
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SUBURBAN  -  2-LANE 
 

Travel Lane Width:  11 Feet 
Shoulders: Two Foot (Edge of Travel Lane to Back of Curb; Curb & Gutter) 

Bike Facility: Six Foot Six Inches (One-way Cycle Track) 
Furniture Zone: Six Foot (Rain Gardens Preferred) 

Pedestrian Pathway: Five Foot Sidewalk 
Design Speed: 30 mph 
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SUBURBAN  -  2-LANE (With Median Bioswale) 
 

Travel Lane Width:  11 Feet 
Shoulders: Two Foot (Edge of Travel Lane to Back of Curb; Curb & Gutter) 

Bike Facility: Six Foot Six Inches (One-way Cycle Track) 
Furniture Zone: Six Foot (Rain Gardens Preferred) 

Pedestrian Pathway: Five Foot Sidewalk 
Design Speed: 30 mph 
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SUBURBAN  -  3-LANE 
 

Travel Lane Width:  11 Feet 
Shoulders: One Foot (Edge of Travel Lane to Back of Curb; Curb & Gutter) 

Bike Facility: Six Foot Six Inches (One-way Cycle Track) 
Furniture Zone: Six Foot (Rain Gardens Preferred) 

Pedestrian Pathway: Five Foot Sidewalk 
Design Speed: 35 mph 
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SUBURBAN  -  4-LANE (Reverse Crown with Median Bioswale) 
 

Travel Lane Width:  11 Feet 
Shoulders: Two Foot (Edge of Travel Lane to Back of Curb; Curb & Gutter) 

Bike Facility: Five Foot (One-way Bike Lane) 
Furniture Zone: Six Foot (Rain Gardens Preferred) 

Pedestrian Pathway: Five Foot Sidewalk 
Design Speed: 40 mph 
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SUBURBAN  -  4-LANE (Normal Crown with Median Bioswale) 
 

Travel Lane Width:  11 Feet 
Shoulders: Two Foot (Edge of Travel Lane to Back of Curb; Curb & Gutter) 

Bike Facility: Five Foot (One-way Bike Lane) 
Furniture Zone: Six Foot (Rain Gardens Preferred) 

Pedestrian Pathway: Five Foot Sidewalk 
Design Speed: 40 mph 
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RURAL  -  2-LANE 
 

Travel Lane Width:  11 Feet 
Shoulders: Eight Foot (Separation with Intermittent Rumble Stripe) 

Bike Facility: Shoulder 
Furniture Zone: None 

Pedestrian Pathway: None 
Design Speed: 40 mph 
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SUBURBAN (WIDE)  -  2-LANE (Without Parking) 
 

Travel Lane Width:  12 Feet 
Shoulders: One Foot Six Inches (Edge of Travel Lane to Back of Curb; Curb & Gutter) 

Bike Facility: None 
Furniture Zone: Six Foot Landscape Buffer (Rain Gardens Preferred) 

Pedestrian Pathway: Five Foot Sidewalk 
Design Speed: 30 mph 
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EAST BATON ROUGE MASTER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
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July 2007
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MISSION STATEMENT

MISSION STATEMENT

“It is an undisputable fact that most, if not all, land development and 
public improvement projects have an impact on the natural conditions 
of adjacent areas. Unfortunately, this impact is negative due to the 
intrusion of civilization upon any environment. The purpose of the 
(committee) is to minimize or eliminate these adverse impacts 
through the promulgation of guidelines, policies and procedures 
designed to protect the environmental quality of surrounding areas 
and water bodies, through education of the public; and through 
utilization of existing environmental systems integrated with urban 
planning.”
City-Parish Wetlands Steering Committee, 2006.
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CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
IN

TRO
DUC

TIO
N

A watershed 
is the specifi c 
land area that 
drains water 
into a river 
system or 
other body of 
water.

INTRODUCTION

This document summarizes the work 
that was completed by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality 
(LDEQ), the City-Parish Planning 
Commission (CPPC), and Louisiana 
State University’s School of the Coast 
and Environment, in association with 
the grant entitled, “Mitigating Nonpoint 
Source Pollution in Urban Watersheds 
with Spatial Modeling, Best Management 
Practices for Wetlands and Community 
Outreach.” 

The sources of water pollution are 
characterized as either nonpoint or 
point source pollution. Point source 
pollution can be traced to a specifi c spot 
as the source, such as pollution from 
industrial waste or sewage treatment 
plants. Nonpoint Source (NPS) Pollution 
originates from many diffused sources 
that deposit pollutants on the ground. 
Pollution occurs when rain, snowmelt 
or irrigation drains over (runoff) and 
through (fi ltration) the ground. As the 
runoff moves, it picks up and carries 
away natural and manmade pollutants, 
ultimately depositing them into lakes, 
rivers, wetlands, coastal waters, and 
even aquifers (underground sources 
of drinking water).  This Master 
Development Program Manual will 
guide the implementation of measures 

necessary to protect the watersheds 
within and around the City of Baton 
Rouge-Parish of East Baton Rouge from 
the adverse impacts of nonpoint source 
pollution.

Stormwater management (SWM) is a 
diverse issue that concerns practically 
everyone, including engineers, 
landscape architects, architects, 
planners, developers, environmentalists, 
public offi cials, civic groups, realtors, 
homeowners, and renters.  They can 
all use this information as practical 
guidance in site planning and design, 
control of pollutant sources, and 
stormwater treatment.  The result will 
mitigate urban runoff pollution and 
improve stormwater management 
for new development projects or 
redevelopments of underutilized land. 

The ways in which land is developed 
and used is the most obvious and 
infl uential contributor to urban runoff. 
There is a direct correlation between 
human activities and regional patterns 
of wet and dry pollutants entering the 
urban landscape. Undeveloped land 
in its natural state is very effective in 
minimizing stormwater runoff and water 
pollution through several processes. 

The quantity of runoff is minimized 
compared to developed land because 

1Figure 1:  Hydrologic Cycle, Natural Environment
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watersheds.  Best Management Practices
(BMPs) can be applied to individual 
developments within these watersheds. 
The scale of the new sub-watershed is a 
compromise between development and 
the water quality assessment made by 
regulatory authorities (G. Paul Kemp, 
2005 Annual Report). 

Using existing Light Detection And 
Ranging (LIDAR) Data, EBRP was 
divided into fi ve geologically defi ned 
terraces that change in elevation from 
south to north beginning with the 
Manchac Alluvium, continuing through 
Terraces 1, 2 and 3, and fi nally to the 
Mississippi River Drainage terrace.  
Elevation thresholds were derived for 
each area to separate source (runoff 
producer) from sink (runoff receiver) 
zones.  The sink zones have historically 
experienced occasional backwater 
fl ooding (Kemp et al. 2005), and make up 
approximately 18 percent of the Parish 
(Figure 2).

East Baton Rouge Parish is bordered 
on three sides by natural waterways. 
The Mississippi River is the western 
boundary and receives a limited amount 
of drainage from the northeastern part 
of the parish and downtown Baton 
Rouge. Bayou Manchac, formerly a 
tributary of the Mississippi River, is the 
southern boundary and drains much 
of the southern part of the parish.  The 
Amite River fl ows north to south along 
the eastern boundary and receives all 
the water from Bayou Manchac and the 
Amite River watershed. The northern 
boundary is drawn along a latitudinal 
line (roughly 30.7o north latitude) and 
is not defi ned by a drainage feature.  
Within the parish the average rainfall 
is 77.64 inches per year, which also 
signifi cantly contributes to the Baton 
Rouge waterways.  

Our water 
bodies must 
be fi shable and 
swimmable.

trees, shrubs, grasses and other plants 
utilize the water, taking it in through 
leaves and roots. Plant leaves dissipate 
the energy of raindrops, which reduces 
impact on the ground and, in turn, 
reduces erosion.  Rainwater and runoff 
are also slowed by plants, providing 
more time for evapotranspiration and 
infi ltration processes to occur. Finally, 
water that does become runoff is 
fi ltered and treated by plants, resulting 
in cleaner water entering lakes and 
streams. 

Typical urban development practices in 
Louisiana often begin with completely 
clearing the land, leaving it unprotected.  
Construction activities, particularly 
earthmoving and grading work, increase 
soil erosion, runoff, and water pollution.  
Projects are typically designed and built 
with signifi cantly increased impervious 
surfaces, such as roofs, roads, and 
parking areas. The result creates higher 
peak fl ows which in turn increases 
pollutant runoff and pollution deposition 
into lakes and streams. This typical 
urbanized condition also contributes 
to backwater fl ooding in Louisiana.  
Backwater fl ooding is upstream fl ooding 
caused by downstream conditions such 
as channel restrictions or high fl ow in a 
downstream confl uence of waterways. 
The water has no place toward which to 
drain, so it backs up and fl oods the areas 
upstream. 

Water Bodies and Hydrology 

The LDEQ and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) have assessed 
water quality for ten hydrologic sub-
basins in East Baton Rouge Parish 
(EBRP).  Louisiana State University’s 
(LSU) School of the Coast and 
Environment Research Team divided the 
LDEQ sub-basins into smaller sub-

2
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Table 1:  East Baton Rouge Parish Terrace Elevation Thresholds

Figure 2:  Watersheds and Elevation in East Baton Rouge Parish

Amite River

Bayou Manchac

Mississippi
River
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Water Pollution Problems

According to the 1996 National Water 
Quality Inventory, stormwater runoff 
is a leading source of water pollution. 
A Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
establishes the maximum amount of a 
pollutant (sum of allowable pollutant 
loads from point and nonpoint sources) 
that can be released into a water body 
without causing the water body to 
become impaired and/or violate state 
water quality standards (Source LDEQ). 
Early efforts in improving water quality 
focused on regulating discharges from 
traditional “point source” facilities; such 
as municipal sewage plants and industrial 
facilities. In many cases it was found that 
only addressing “point sources” did not 
adequately reduce pollutants. Additional 
measures under Section 303(d) of the 
1972 Clean Water Act require states to 
develop a list of water body segments 
that are impaired or limited in quality. 
These water bodies do not meet water 
quality standards even after point source 
pollution prevention measures have been 
implemented. Federal law requires that 
state and local jurisdictions establish 
priority rankings for water quality limited 
segments on the lists and develop 
Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs). 
TMDLs for each segment, as their name 
implies, set the standard for discharges 

of each pollutant into each segment, with 
the purpose of improving water quality. 

Pollutants generated by human activities, 
deposited over exterior surfaces, such 
as rooftops, parking lots, streets, patios, 
lawns and any other open land, are 
exposed to rain. The pollutants are 
washed and carried out by rainwater 
runoff into streams, ponds, lakes, 
and ground water. Typical pollutants 
include excess fertilizer, herbicide, 
and insecticide from agricultural lands 
and residential areas; oil, grease, and 
toxic chemicals from urban land uses 
and energy production; sediment from 
improperly managed construction sites, 
crop, forest lands, and eroding stream 
banks; salt from irrigation practices; 
acid drainage from inactive mines; and 
bacteria and nutrients from livestock, pet 
wastes, and faulty septic systems. 

Activities which generate pollutants 
include landscape irrigation runoff, 
street washing, car washing, cleaning 
of outdoor facilities, groundwater 
seepage, illegal connections, hydrant 
fl ushing, construction runoff, and other 
commercial and residential activities. A 
common characteristic of urban runoff 
is the transport of pollutants into the 
stormwater collection system through 
the gutter of an adjacent road. Any 

Figure 3:  Hydrologic Cycle, Typical Manmade Environment

a deep groundwater (5%) b runoff (55-75%) c interflow (10%) 
d evaporation/transpiration (15-25%)     e fencing     f concrete lined drainage canal  

a b

c

d
e

f
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The Stormwater Treatment Train

When properly planned and designed, 
stormwater is fi ltered and cleaned 
through a series of BMPs before 
reaching a surface water body.  This 
is called the stormwater treatment 
train.  The longer the distance and time 
stormwater must travel before beginning 
treatment, the more pollutants it collects 
and carries.  Therefore, the fi rst and 
most effective place to implement BMPs 
is at the source, that is, where the rain 
falls.  

The fi rst stage of the treatment 
train is at the site development scale.  
Stormwater runoff should be reduced 
at the site and runoff that does occur 
should be treated onsite through a 
series of stormwater BMPs.  This will 
require the water to remain onsite for a 
longer time for treatment to occur before 
leaving, while being certain that fl ooding 
does not occur.  The treated stormwater 
would leave the site by entering either 
the city’s storm drainage system through 
a subsurface pipe or open waterway.  
As the water fl ows through the pipe or 
waterway, stormwater from other sites 
fl ows with it, some of which might not 
have been adequately treated. 

The second stage of treatment should 
occur offsite, but within the same 
subwatershed to further clean the water 
before it enters the larger watershed 
along with other waters.  Treatment can 
be accomplished by implementing BMPs 
along the waterway and at the lowest 
area of the subwatershed at the outfall.  
Manufactured BMPs are available for 
in-pipe treatment as well.

The third stage of treatment should 
occur within the larger watershed before 
the water enters the basin.  In the case 
of East Baton Rouge Parish, the basin 
is Lake Pontchartrain.  Considering the 

pollutants that are associated with roads 
and streets will also be washed away and 
will contribute to the myriad pollutant 
loads generated by the particular land 
use activity.  All surfaces will, therefore, 
have a direct impact on runoff water 
quality with greater impacts occurring 
from runoff generated by water fl owing 
over impervious surfaces.  

Improving Water Quality

Why is it important to protect our 
waters? Nonpoint source pollutants are 
transported by runoff over impervious 
ground surfaces or through the layers 
of soil into surface water bodies and 
subsurface aquifers, contaminating the 
quality of drinking water and creating a 
threat to public health.  For waterbodies 
that are not a source of drinking water, 
water quality is critical both to protecting 
humans during recreation activities and 
fi sh and wildlife that depend upon it for 
sustenance. Simply stated, our water 
bodies must be fi shable and swimmable.

Furthermore, East Baton Rouge Parish 
in its entirety drains into Bayou Manchac 
and the Amite River, and ultimately 
into Lake Pontchartrain. This makes 
nonpoint source pollution an issue 
in East Baton Rouge Parish because 
it affects much of the southeastern 
section of the state.  Although this 
manual focuses on single developments, 
a regional perspective is also needed.  
Stormwater management can be and 
must be implemented at the regional 
scale by discouraging urban sprawl, 
encouraging infi ll development, 
and preserving natural features. 
Developers are more focused on their 
individual development projects, but 
their development practices can be 
greatly enhanced through regional 
and statewide measures.  This manual 
focuses on SWM for land development. 

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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parish is part of such a large water basin, 
a site’s sub-watershed is nested within 
other larger watersheds, sub-basins, 
and basins.  As in the second stage, 
treatment can be accomplished along the 
waterways and at the outfall of each sub-
watershed as it empties into the larger 
watershed.

The fi nal stage of treatment within 
the basin should be at the outfall into 
Lake Pontchartrain.  Wetlands can be 
found all around the lake in areas that 
have been developed right up to the 
lake edge.  In these areas, the natural 
wetlands serve an important function 
in fi ltering and cleaning water that 

fl ows into the lake.  Where wetlands 
do not exist, other stormwater BMPs 
should be implemented, completing the 
stormwater treatment train within the 
Lake Pontchartrain Basin.

Using BMPs to Improve Water Quality

The use of BMPs for Stormwater 
Management (SWM) offers an 
alternative to the typical practices of 
conveyance by minimizing impervious 
surfaces and mitigating changes to 
the natural hydrologic system. This 
is termed “Integrated Stormwater 
Management,” an approach which 
regards stormwater as a resource rather 

Figure 4:  Development Stormwater Treatment Train
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than as waste which must be disposed. 
Integrated SWM recognizes all aspects 
of hydrology and water resources: 
environmental, social, and cultural. 
Water bodies are found throughout 
Louisiana and most residents live near 
a water resource. As a result, water-
based activities are a central component 
of our culture and social activities. By 
utilizing a site’s natural hydrology, the 
size of artifi cial drainage facilities can 
be minimized. Conserving and utilizing 
natural hydrology means the natural 
integrity of the site is disturbed less 
and the environmental, social, and 
cultural resources of the site remain 
intact. Integrated SWM utilizes natural 
drainage corridors and areas in multiple 
ways, serving drainage, water quality, 
and aesthetic, wildlife, and recreation 
functions. Multi-functioning streams, 
lakes, and wetlands mimic how water 
resources have historically performed in 
Louisiana.

The goals of integrated SWM are

Figure 5:  Hydrologic Cycle, Green Environment

• To reduce runoff and peak fl ows by    
    reducing impervious surfaces

• To protect the quality of water   
    bodies and groundwater by         
    effectively using BMPs to fi lter and       
    remove pollutants from runoff.

• To protect and enhance natural 
    hydrologic systems.

• To use stormwater as visual and    
    recreational amenities in the 
    landscape.

• Add value and enhance sense of 
    place while minimizing 
    development costs.

a deep groundwater (15%) b runoff (10%) c interflow (45%) d evaporation/transpiration (30%)  

a b
c

d

Figure 6:  Most Louisiana residents live near 
a water resource
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING PROCESS

To effi ciently and effectively manage and 
treat stormwater onsite, it must start at 
the beginning, at the site planning stage. 
This chapter will address SWM in two 
major steps in the site planning process:  
Existing Conditions Analysis and 
Schematic Site Planning.  Stormwater 
management in site design is addressed 
in Chapter 4.

Step 1:  Identify and Analyze Site 
Conditions

In East Baton Rouge Parish, the typical 
development approach is to fi rst 
completely clear the site of vegetation 
and grade it to fi ll in low areas and 
create an even surface of soil.  This 
usually results in the loss of rich topsoil 
that could be stockpiled for use later in 
planted areas.  The practice also causes 
the uncovered soil to erode during 
rainfall, often fl owing into and polluting 
creeks, rivers, and subsurface drainage 
systems.

For subdivision developments, as 
many residential lots as possible are 
planned along roadways that access the 
entire property.  Massive retention/
detention basins are used to retain the 
stormwater runoff from the increased 
area of impervious surfaces.  This typical 
approach creates a small percentage of 
lots with “lake views” which are actually 
views of retention basins that are not 
designed as lakes.  The overriding 
fl aw in the typical approach is that 
the resulting development has little 
relationship to the original site and, as 
a result, has little character or identity.  
This represents a missed opportunity 
to create a distinctive and more easily 
marketable development that utilizes its 
cultural and natural resources.  As an 

example, the natural site hydrology 
and existing vegetation should be used 
as the basis for the development’s 
drainage scheme, which will also serve 
to maintain water quality.

Context

Understanding the surrounding setting 
of the development site is important in 
planning the SWM and in knowing how 
the hydrology, terrain, and vegetation 
link with other areas.  For instance, 
how close is the development site to 
the subwatershed outfall or to a creek, 
stream, or lake?  Does the elevated part 
of the site offer special views of nearby 
landmark buildings or historic areas?  
Is a small waterway part of a larger 
network of vegetated waterways that 
provide wildlife habitat?  The answers to 
these types of questions should inform 
the site planning, and ultimately the 
design, of the development.

In analyzing the topography of the site 
and surrounding land, it is critical to 
identify the location of the site within 
its subwatershed.  A map of East Baton 
Rouge watersheds is available online at 
http://www.brgov.com/dept/planning/
wetlands.htm.  All of the watersheds in 
EBR Parish are sensitive because all 

9

Figure 7:  Typical Development, no erosion
control measures employed
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of the water drains directly into either 
the Amite River or Bayou Manchac and 
then the Amite River.  Both waterbodies 
are identifi ed by the EPA as impaired 
and not in compliance with the Clean 
Water Act.  EBR Parish must meet its 
responsibility in substantially reducing 
water pollution so that these waterbodies 
become compliant, otherwise fi nes and 
development restrictions will likely be 
imposed.  

Upstream watersheds contribute 
pollution that affects downstream 
waterbodies and are considered 
source areas for water contaminants.  
Downstream watersheds not only 
contribute to water pollution, but bear 
the burden of upstream pollution and are 
considered sink areas that receive the 
polluted waters.  It is even more critical 
to treat stormwater in sink areas because 
they represent the last opportunity 
before the water enters Bayou Manchac 
and the Amite River.  In addition to 
locating the watershed within which the 
site lies,
the surface waterways and underground 
drainage system, as well as fl oodplains, 
must be identifi ed and researched.  The 
East Baton Rouge Parish Department 
of Public Works (DPW) can provide 
information on fl oodplains, the low fl ow 
and fl ood stage of surface waterways, 
and the capacity of culverts and 
underground pipes. 

 The Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality (LDEQ) is in the 
process of testing water samples from 
EBR Parish waterbodies and will provide 
on their website information about 
pollutant levels, total maximum daily 
loads (TMDLs) allowed, and any water 
quality restrictions for developing within 
each waterbody’s watershed.  All of this 
information will determine not only the 
criteria for designing a development’s 
drainage system for water conveyance 
and fl ood prevention purposes, but also 
criteria for improving water quality.

The Development Site

Understanding the development site’s 
hydrology is important in planning post-
development drainage and stormwater 
management.  Identify the high points 
and ridges as well as the low points and 
swales or channels.  In which directions 
does the water fl ow in all areas of the 
site?  Defi ne the watershed boundaries 
on the site.  It is likely that some 
small watersheds will not be wholly 
contained within the site and will be 
shared with adjacent properties.  The 
above described analysis of the site’s 
context will be helpful here.  A simple 
diagram of existing watersheds and 
surface hydrology on the site should be 
prepared. (see fi gure 9)  In addition to 
analyzing the surface drainage patterns, 
the pre-development runoff rate and 
volume for a minimum ten-year design 
storm should be calculated.  

The site’s topography and slope should 
be analyzed, along with soils, to be aware 
of potential for soil erosion during both 
the development’s construction phase 
and post-occupancy when stormwater 
BMPs are functioning.  Steeper slopes, 
particularly in highly erodable soils, 
should be identifi ed for protection and 
stabilization.  Floodplains and areas 
susceptible to fl ooding should be 10

Bayou Manchac
Elevation

Amite
River

< 13 ft
13 ft - 17 ft

17 ft - 40 ft
40 ft - 53 ft

> 53 ft
watersheds

Figure 8:  Closeup of the Southeast East
Portion of Baton Rouge Parish
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“Did you know 
that because 
of impervious 
surfaces such 
as pavement 
and rooftops, 
a typical 
city block 
generates 9 
times more 
runoff than a 
woodland area 
of the same 
size?”

EPA website
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Figure 9:  Step 1,  Existing Watersheds and Surface Hydrology Map

mapped and development minimized 
in those areas where possible.  Higher 
areas on the site are the prime 
development zones.  Concentrating 
development in higher zones and leaving 
the lowest lying areas as conservation 
and for stormwater management saves 
construction costs and long term 
maintenance post-construction.

Soil borings from the areas suitable 
for development should be tested, not 
just for structural purposes, but for 
infi ltration rates and planting media 
quality.  Much of EBR Parish has silty 
clay soils characterized by very low 
infi ltration rates.  In other words, such 
soils hold the water for long periods 
of time before reaching groundwater.  
Some parts of the parish have more 
permeable soils.  The types of soils and 
their depths is important in selecting and 
design BMPs as described in Chapter 4.

Vegetation and land cover, such as 
grasses, concrete, asphalt, forests, 

wetlands, ponds, and creeks cover the 
land within the site.

Bare soil will erode during rainstorms, 
while vegetation holds soil together 
and prevents or minimizes erosion.  
Mature stands of trees can be 
maintained and protected rather than 
cleared, creating an amenity and 
possible stormwater BMP as well as 
reducing runoff from the development.  
Major stands of vegetation onsite might 
be part of an even larger stand when 
examined in the site context.  This could 
mean the vegetation provides habitat for 
wildlife and fi sh, if a waterbody exists 
within.  Once again, such a resource 
on site should be conserved and used 
as an amenity with trails and passive 
recreation, as well as for stormwater 
management.  Less environmentally 
valuable portions of the site can be more 
densely developed to provide for full 
development rights.

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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The following table lists just a few of the
many subdivision and new community 
projects across the nation that have 
employed this approach.  It is worth 
noting that homes in these developments 
typically sell quicker and at higher prices 
than those developed on sites that have 
been completely cleared of its natural 
resources.

Step 2:  Prepare a Preliminary 
Stormwater Management Plan

A Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) 
is composed of two parts, the Water 
Quality Impact Study (WQIS) and the 
Drainage Impact Study (DIS).  The DIS 
is described in the East Baton Rouge 
Parish Unifi ed Development Code 
(UDC) and the WQIS is detailed below.

To guide more sustainable site planning, 
a schematic site WQIS should be 
prepared once the developable areas are 
identifi ed.  The preliminary WQIS will 
take into account the rate and volume 
of post-construction runoff, the likely 
pollutants in the stormwater, treatment 
objectives, and the site’s stormwater 
treatment train. 

Runoff Rate and Volume (post-
construction)

In planning the development, it is 
imperative that all increased runoff post-
development remain on site until the 
city’s stormwater system has capacity to 
receive it.  More importantly, all runoff 
from the site after development must be 
treated using stormwater BMPs, so the 
amount of water to be treated must be 

Development Development
statistics

Notes regarding the developments 
preservation of natural areas

Garnet Oaks
Bethel Township,
Pennsylvania

Newpoint
Beaufort,

South Carolina

Prairie Crossing
Grayslake,

Illinios

The Fields of
St Croix
Lake Elmo,
Minnesota

80 homes
58 acres

124 homes
54 acres

337 homes
667 acres

90 homes
226 acres

51% of the land preserved as open space, including woodlands, tree specimens, 
and structures from the property’s original estate

Housing price premiums are based in part on the lots’ proximity to open space

The site layout preserved small wetlands and saved many large existing trees, 
some in the greenway between the street and sidewalk

The riverside green and a community dock provide river access for the 
neighborhood

350 acres devoted to prairies, pastures, farms, fields, gardens, marshes, & lakes

Community-supported organic garden

The community is the western anchor of the Liberty Prairie Reserve, a 2,500-acre 
preserve of forest, marshes, prairies, and farmland

60 percent of the community's land preserved as permanent open space

Home sites are clustered near a wooded ridgeoverlooking the site's ponds and 
open space

An historic Civil War-era barn was preserved and used as a community center

Thirty acres of prairie restoration featuring native plants indigenous to the area

Existing wooded slopes, which are home to many specimen oak trees and 
provide excellent wildlife habitat, preserved

The open space is permanently guaranteed by a conservation easement 
granted to the Minnesota Land Trust
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Table 2:  Examples of community design which took site hydrology, topography, and soils 
into consideration while planning the development and maintained natural site features as 
amenities
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The economic 
benefi t of 
using a natural 
drainage 
system was 
demonstrated in 
The Woodlands 
community 
north of 
Houston, Texas: 
the construction 
estimates for the 
“storm sewers 
required for the 
conventional 
system were 
$18,679,300, 
while the 
natural drainage 
systems 
costs were 
$4,200,400…a 
savings of 
$14,478,900.”

The Woodlands, 
WRT, 1973

Water Quality Impact Study Outline

A. Existing Conditions
     • Site location
     • Watershed and subwatersheds
        (on and off site)
 • route of drainageways to the  
   Amite River or Bayou Manchac
 •Total Maximum Daily Loads  
 (TMDLs) for applicable affected  
 waterbodies 

www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/ 
 tabid/130/Default.aspx
     • Soils and Topography
 • site contours at maximum 
   two-foot contour interval
 • general land slopes
 • soil types and characteristics
     • Land cover -- be specifi c, show on a
       current aerial photo and in a table
       with land cover area (acres or  SF)    
       and percent of total site
 • forest
 • paving (list by type)
 • meadow
 • crops
 • buildings
 • waterbodies
 • wetlands
 • etc. 

B. Proposed Conditions
     • Watershed and subwatersheds
       (on and off site)
 • route of drainageways to outfall  
     that connects to Bayou
    Manchac or the Amite River
 • indicate proposed modifi cations  
     to the existing drainage pattern  
    (map and design cross-sections)
     • Land cover -- be specifi c, show on a      
       current aerial photo / site plan and 
       in a table with land cover area (acres 
       or SF) and percent of total site      
 • forest
 • paving (list by type)
 • meadow
 • rooftops

• waterbodies
 • wetlands
 • etc.
     

• Land cover comparison table
 •existing versus proposed
     • Site uses and activities -- be specifi c, 
       show on current site plan, indicate  
       area (acres of SF)
 • parking
 • retail commercial building
 • outdoor market
 • auto repair
 • building maintenance area
 • trash collection
 • restaurant grease disposal
 • kitchen area
 • salvage yard
 • restaurant dining area
 • plant nursery growing area
 • dry cleaning
 • chrome plating
 • car washing
 • fueling station
 • lumber storage
 • recreation areas
 • dog park
 • roadways
 • dwelling units
 • etc.
     • Empirically expected pollutants            
       from land cover, uses, and activities

C. Proposed Water Quality Treatment     
     • Stormwater Treatment Train 
 • subwatersheds
 • drainageways
 • BMPs
     • Water fl ows per subwatershed (cfs)
     • BMPs 
 • sizes
 • water capacity 
 • function
 • empirically expected pollutant  
     reduction (percentage)
     • Operation and maintenance 
 • control and containment per  
     special activity
 • housekeeping

D. Conclusion
     • Table of empirically expected  
        percent removal of each pollutant  
        per BMP for expected impact to        
        affected waters

13
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calculated.  The rate of stormwater
runoff, such as in cubic feet per second
 (cfs) is a factor of the ten-year design 
storm rainfall and the land cover over 
which it fl ows.  The volume of runoff 
is a factor not only of the design storm, 
but also of the land cover, particularly 
impervious and pervious surfaces.

Likely Pollutants and Treatment 
Objectives

Most commercial and housing 
development projects will generate water 
pollutants from vehicles, golf course and 
lawn maintenance, and erosion.  The 
primary pollutants from these sources 
are oil, grease, freon, other chemicals 
from vehicles, heavy metals, nutrients, 
pesticides, herbicides, and sediment.  

Determining the treatment objectives 
and designing the site treatment train 
are informed by both the source of 
each type of pollutant and the surface 
stormwater drainage patterns planned 
for the development.  

Sediment is caused by soil erosion, for 
which the fi rst defense is to prevent the 
erosion from occurring at all.  Erodable 
soils and slopes should be stabilized 
and runoff should be diverted so it does 
not fl ow over these slopes.  The velocity 
of runoff can be reduced to minimize 
erosion.  The area to which the sediment 
fl ows should be designed with a 
treatment area up stream of it to initially 
capture the sediment.

To minimize nutrients, pesticides, and 
herbicides from entering the stormwater, 
the best and fi rst line of defense is to 
reduce the use of these chemicals in golf 
courses and lawn areas.  See Chapter 
4:  Site Management and Maintance for 
specifi c suggestions.  Runoff from these 
areas should be treated in any case.  

This will require use of vegetated BMPs 
that will not only biologically uptake the 
nutrients and use them, but also uptake 
and break down many pesticides and 
herbicides into their non-hazardous 
components.

Oil, grease, chemicals, and heavy 
metals from vehicles are washed off of 
parking lots and roadways during the 
fi rst few minutes of a rainstorm.  These 
areas should be designed to drain 
into vegetated BMPs for fi ltering and 
biological uptake before fl owing into the 
storm drainage system.

Stormwater that runs off of rooftops 
typically contains heavy metals, organic 
materials, and coatings and other 
components of the roofi ng materials.  
Rain gutter downspouts can carry 
rooftop runoff to stormwater BMPs.

Schematic Site Water Quality Impact 
Study

Knowing the source and type of 
pollutants, and determining the 
treatment objectives, a site treatment 
train of BMPs can be developed.  It 
involves simply following the stormwater 
where it falls and fl ows on the site, and 
creating areas for BMPs to treat the 
water from erosion areas, turf areas, 
vehicle areas, rooftops, and activity areas 
that generate pollutants.

The example schematic Water Quality 
Treatment Plan (see fi gure 10) shows 
the general areas where each type 
and intensity of development will be 
constructed, the direction of surface 
drainage, and the treatment train of 
stormwater BMPs.  When compared 
to the diagram of the pre-construction 
site drainage, it shows how the site’s 
existing hydrology is used as the basis 
for planning the development drainage.

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002



Roadways and Parking Lots

Lawn, Plantings, and Golf 
Course Maintenance

Roofs and Gutters

Automotive Repair Shops

Food Preparation

Commercial Buildings

Residential Buildings

oil grease freon heavy metals other
chemicals

oil grease pesticides herbicides other
chemicals

nutrients

organic 
materials

roofing 
materials

coatings heavy metals

oil grease freon heavy metals other
chemicals

organic 
materials grease other

chemicals

oil heavy metals other
chemicals

organic 
materials

pesticides herbicides other
chemicals

Light Industrial oil grease coatings heavy metals other
chemicals
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Table 3: Likely Pollutants from Commercial and Housing Development Projects

Step 3:  Prepare a Final Stormwater 
Management Plan

Now that the concepts for the site 
development and stormwater treatment 
train have been developed, the designer 
can work out the site plan details while 
designing specifi c BMP components.

The most effective means of minimizing 
stormwater pollution and runoff is to 
minimize impervious surfaces.  If natural 
features of the site are conserved as 
amenities in perpetuity, then the same 
development intensity can be achieved 
by concentrating development in the 
areas most suitable for structures and 
roadways.  Denser and more clustered 
development means shorter road 
lengths.  Roadway widths can also be 
minimized while following the EBR 
Unifi ed Development Code (UDC).  
Reducing the lengths of driveways, 
narrowing driveways, and providing 
for shared parking in commercial areas 
minimizes impervious surfaces.  

The results of this approach to site 
planning not only helps prevent water 

pollution by reducing runoff, but also 
reduces infrastructure costs.  If the 
same number of homes are served by 
less street paving (shorter and narrower 
streets), the construction costs are 
reduced.  The cost of constructing 
drainage, sewerage, and other 
infrastructure will also be much lower.

Water Quality Impact Study

The site development plan, including 
stormwater management, were designed 
and detailed based on the planned 
treatement train diagrammed in the 
Water Quality Treatment Plan (see 
fi gure 11)  Note that in many areas 
of the project, stormwater BMPs are 
integrated into the site design, rather 
than placed off to the side, separate 
from the development.  For instance, 
the boulevard entrances are planned 
with biofi ltration medians, which are 
bioswales into which the road slopes 
and drains.  Instead of continuous 
curbing around the median, curb gaps 
at frequent intervals are employed 
to allow water to runoff the roadway, 
enter the biofi ltration median, and 
fl ow down the median instead of down 

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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a gutter.  The water is treated in the 
bioswale as it moves.  See Chapter 5: 
Stormwater BMPs for more information 
on bioswales.  

 Summary of the Stormwater Management Planning Process

 Step 1: Identify and Analyze Site Conditions

  • Context
  • The development site
  • Existing Watershed and Surface Hydrology Map

 Step 2: Preliminary Stormwater Management Plan (SMP)

    • Prepare a Drainage Impact Study (DIS)
    • Prepare a Preliminary Water Quality Impact Study (WQIS)
   • Runoff rate and volume (post-construction)
   • Stormwater treatment train
   • Likely pollutants and treatment objectives
   • Schematic Water Quality Treatment Plan

 Step 3: Final Stormwater Management Plan

  • Prepare a Final Water Quality Impact Study  
  • Final Water Quality Treatment Plan

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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Figure 10: Step 2, Schematic Water Quality Treatment Plan

Figure 11: Step 3, Final Water Quality Treatment Plan

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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Figure 12:  Typical roadway development

Figure 13:  Roadway with a biofi ltration median

Integrating BMPs into the Planning 
Process

On the following pages show examples 
of how to integrate BMPs into the site 
plan during the stormwater management 
planning process.

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002



STO
RM

W
A

TER M
A

N
A

G
EM

EN
T PLA

N
N

IN
G

 PRO
C

ESS

Water Quality Boulevard

Biofi ltration medians on a roadway 
can act as fi ltration devices. Instead of 
closed curbs all around the median to 
retain the soil, the median is built at 
a lower elevation and curb gaps allow 

the stormwater from the street to fl ow 
into the median. There, plants use and 
clean the water before it drains into 
the stormwater system. Runoff is also 
reduced as water infi ltrates into the soil 
in the median.

19

Figure 14:  Above, plan of a typical biofi ltration median   Below, section of a typical 
biofi ltration median

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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Water Quality Road

Local roads with or without on-street 
parking can help fi lter pollutants. Water 
that would normally runoff into sewer 
systems can be directed into pervious 
parking along the street, and then drain

into planted areas along the right-of-
way. Local roads without on-street 
parking can drain through curb gaps into 
planted areas. This strategy could also 
be considered an infi ltration strategy as 
stormwater drains into planted areas and 
pervious pavement into the soil below.20

a pervious paved driveway b pervious paved sidewalk c pervious paved parking bays 
d street tree planting     e biofiltration strip (sand filter under vegetation)     f travel lanes     

g gapped curbs     h non-compacted subgrade      

a

b
e f g h

b

c

f

d

e

g

Figure 15:  Above, plan of a typical roadway biofi ltration strip   Below, section of a typical 
roadway biofi ltration strip

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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a pervious pavement b biofiltration median c wheel stop d curb cuts  e bioswale 
f wheel stop/curb finishing options

a

e

c d

b

f

Environmentally Sensitive Parking Lot

Environmentally sensitive parking lots 
reduce the amount of non-pervious 
surface a typical parking lot presents. 
These parking lots include pervious 

21

Figure 16:  Diagram of a typical environmentally sensitive parking lot and drainage

Figure 17:  Environmentally sensitive parking lot

paving, bioswales in the medians, and 
could include stormwater storage under 
the surface. Environmentally sensitive 
parking lots are also considered an 
infi ltration strategy.

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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Figure 18:  Diagram of a typical environmentally sensitive residential lot with a raised 
house

a rain garden b bioswale c pervious paved driveway d air conditioning unit  
e rain gutters f rain barrell g amended soils h conservation area     

b

ca

h

g

d

e f

Figure 19: Diagram of a typical environmentally sensitive residential lot with a slab house

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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Water Quality Residential Lot 

Environmentally sensitive residential 
lots, also considered infi ltration 
and retention/detention strategies, 
concentrate on keeping stormwater on 
the property for longer periods. They 
include bioswales, rain gardens to 
fi lter the water, cisterns to store water 
for irrigation and outdoor uses, and 
pervious pavement. 

Water Quality Commercial Property

For commercial developments, the same 
principles apply.  The offi ce building 
project in the following diagram was 
engineered with the typical approach. 
(see fi gure 20)  As a result, the 
development would have to incorporate 
a fi ve-acre detention/ retention pond 
to handle the runoff from the rooftop 
and pavement.  The pond was planned 
in a tight space directly across from the 
entrance to the development.  This is 
clearly not an ideal situation, with fi ve 
acres of land dedicated to a rectangular 
pond with steep slopes and a chain link 
fence surrounding it.

As is often typical, the developer did not 
want to start the site planning process 
over because so much architectural 
and engineering work had already been 
completed.   The next two diagrams 
illustrate two ways in which a site 
plan that did not consider stormwater 
management from the beginning could 
be modifi ed to reduce stormwater 
runoff, improve water quality and, as a 
result, reduce the size of the required 
detention and retention pond.

The fi rst solution merely modifi es 
grading of the parking lots. (see fi gure 
21)  Instead of sloping toward the center 
of the drive aisles, the paving is sloped 
away from the center and toward the 
landscaped islands.  The landscaped 

Figure 20:  Typical development - lots, 
parking, curbs gutters

Figure 21:  Stormwater BMP option -
curb cuts, graded so water drains to islands

Figure 22:  Stormwater BMP integrated -
pervious paving, bioswales, curb cuts, 
graded so water drains to islands

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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areas would be redesigned to be at a 
lower elevation and with curb gaps so 
water fl ows from the impervious parking 
surface into raingardens and bioswales.  
Raingardens were also designed in open 
areas around the perimeter of parking 
lots. Using stormwater runoff modeling, 
the fi rst solution showed the pond could 
be reduced in size by over 20%.

The second solution for this commercial 
development utilized the grading and 
drainage approach of the fi rst, and 
added two additional features which 
dramatically reduced the required size 
of the pond and further improved the 
quality of water entering our water 
bodies.  (see fi gure 22)  Pervious 
concrete was designed for all the parking 
spaces.  Although it has been proven to 
be durable and strong enough to be used 
for all the parking lot roadways as well, 
the developer’s engineer preferred that 
it not be used in travel lanes.  In addition 
to the pervious concrete which allows 
water to drain off the parking surface 
at a rate more rapid than any storm (up 
to 50 inches per hour), a manufactured 
subsurface retention storage system 
was used.  The soil excavated for the 
four-feet of subsurface storage system 
was used as fi ll under the building.  The 
subsurface system was connected at 
the top to a pipe leading into the city’s 
stormwater system, serving as the outlet 
and as an overfl ow outlet.  This design 
reduced the pond to less than one acre 
in size, reduced from original size (using 
the typical approach) by 80%.  Perhaps 
the pond could have been eliminated 
altogether if the site plan had been 
designed from the start with stormwater 
management in mind.

Benefi ts to Development

In considering the approach to site 
development planning discussed in this 
chapter, it is important to remember the 
benefi ts:

• Conservation of green space and     
    compactness of development        
    provides fl exibility in the site design.

• More open space that serves         
    stormwater management also           
    provides additional amenities.

• Conservation of the site’s natural and 
    cultural features provides the 
    opportunity to create a unique  
    development with a strong sense of 
    place.

• These developments are in higher   
    demand and can demand higher sales    
    prices due to their unique character.

• Less infrastructure is required to be 
    constructed.

• Construction costs are reduced.

• Infrastructure maintenance costs are 
    reduced.

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002



CONSTRUCTION PHASE

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) is a site-specifi c document 
that is required by the Environmental 
Protection Agency for construction 
sites that must comply with stormwater 
discharge requirements. This plan is 
more than just a sediment and erosion 
control plan, but it describes all the 
activities needed to prevent stormwater 
contamination and comply with the 
requirements of the Clean Water 
Act during construction.   For more 
information please visit:

http://www.epa.gov/Region8/water/
stormwater/downloads.html

http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/
tabid/80/Default.aspx
http://brgov.com/dept/dpw/environmental.
htm

An SWPPP document will identify 
potential sources of stormwater pollution 
on the construction site and describe 
both BMPs and procedures that will 
be implemented to reduce pollutants 
and stormwater discharge at the 
site.  Construction site BMPs can be 
structural or non-structural.

In Louisiana, if you are building new 
construction, whether it is a subdivision, 
commercial, or private property, if 
you will disturb one acre or more of 
development, you must have a SWPPP 
to receive a permit.  The Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality 
(LDEQ) has issued EBR Parish, 
Louisiana State University, and Southern 
University an overall stormwater 
discharge permit, known as a National 
Pollutant Discharge and Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit. This requires 
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Figure 22:  Lack of erosion 
prevention measures has 
allowed sediment to fl ow 
directly into the drain

Figure 23:  Drain inlet protection employed to prevent sediment from entering the storm 
drain system

The contractor 
is responsible 
for preparing the 
SWPPP and its 
associated Notice 
of Intent (NOI).
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the parish to prevent polluted discharge 
of stormwater into any waterbodies 
within or adjacent to the parish.  During 
the construction phase of a development 
project, the SWPPP is the means by 
which the parish ensures you do not 
violate the terms of their LDEQ permit.  
It is the responsibility of the contractor to 
prepare the SWPPP, implement it onsite, 
and inspect and maintain the BMPs 
during the entire construction period.

Site Clearing BMP’s

During site preparation and clearing, the 
contractor should plan early. Minimizing 
the area that is disturbed is crucial 
to preventing stormwater pollution.  
There is no need to disturb site areas in 
which construction will not take place.  
The construction area limits must be 
identifi ed on the SWPPP.  Soil disturbance 
and unprotected exposure should be 
minimized and  and revegetated and 
mulched as soon as possible.  Protective 
zones should be established around 
valued natural resources, such as mature 
trees, wetlands, major tree stands, 
and wildlife habitat.  No construction 
activities should be allowed outside the 
construction area limits, including the 
storage of materials and equipment and 

the parking of construction and workers 
vehicles. 

Erosion Control BMPs

Erosion control is intended to prevent 
soil particles from detaching and being 
transported in runoff.  The fi rst and 
best means of accomplishing this is to 
minimize disturbed areas and to preserve 
existing vegetation and surface drainage 
patterns. In areas that must be disturbed, 
temporary or permanent measures can 
prevent soil erosion. Erosion control 
BMPs include establishing vegetation 
in disturbed areas as soon as possible, 
mulching, covering stockpiles, stabilizing 
the construction site entrances, and 
diverting runoff from disturbed areas. 

26

Figure 24:  Construction activities in 
violation of the Water Quality Act

Figure 26:  Construction with erosion 
prevention measures

Figure 25:   Sediment control BMP - silt 
fencing

The contractor is 
legally obligated 
to implement 
the SWPPP, and 
to inspect and 
maintain the 
BMPs during the 
entire construction 
period.
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Figure 27:  Erosion control BMPs must be 
maintained throughout construction to 
ensure that they are functioning properly

Figure 30:  Protection against sediment 
runoff can be increased by layering 
sediment control measures such as a 
sediment retention basin and silt fencing

Figure 28:  Sediment from unstabilized 
bank has washed out onto the 
sidewalk

Figure 29:  Bank is being stabilized 
with erosion control matting

maintenance which is crucial throughout 
the construction phase.  Sediment 
control BMPs include silt fences, 
check dams, drain inlet protection, and 
sediment retention basins. 

BMPs to Control Water Runoff

Drainage-ways should be stabilized 
through all construction phases to 
minimize increased erosion from 
channels as needed or called for in 
the SWPPP.   Additional temporary 
swales and detention basins must 
be constructed to control runoff and 
resulting erosion. It may be possible 
after construction to convert these into 
permanent open channel systems by 
following the development site plan in 
creating temporary drainage ways.  

Vegetation plays a big role in erosion 
control. For the most success, establish 
vegetation as soon as possible after a 
disturbance. Test the soil and use an 
appropriate seed mix for the particular 
time of year. 

Sediment Control BMPs

Sediment control is the second line of 
defense because soil erosion has already
occurred and the sediment must be 
stopped from leaving the site.  These 
can be very effective, but require more 
effort than preventing erosion in the fi rst 
place.  Sediment control BMPs involve 
removing as much as possible of the 
suspended soil particles from runoff.  
This requires proper installation and 
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Good Housekeeping Measures

The construction site SWPPP must be 
implemented prior to breaking ground 
at a construction site in order to protect 
the existing site. The construction site 
should be kept free from debris as much 
as possible. Spills from paint, oil, and 
chemicals used during construction can 
contaminate the soil and surrounding 
water bodies, so they should be disposed 
of offsite at the appropriate facilities in 
the parish.
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SITE MANAGEMENT AND 
MAINTENENCE

The staff who will maintain and repair 
the development, once construction 
is completed and the the property is 
in use, are key players in stormwater 
management.  They must ensure the 
stormwater treatment train continues to 
function in improving water quality, and 
must practice good housekeeping on the 
property to prevent the introduction of 
new pollution sources.

The most important step is to prepare 
and implement a maintenance program.  
As part of the design of BMPs, the 
landscape architect should prepare a 
maintenance manual to assist staff in 
properly caring for the individual BMPs 
and the entire stormwater treatment 
train.  The maintenance manual should 
include specifi c information on when and 
how to maintain and replace vegetation, 
clean pervious paving, and prevent 
stormwater pollution when repairing 
and maintaining other parts of the 
development.

Maintaining the Stormwater 
Treatment Train

General recommendations for 
maintenance of each type of BMP are 
itemized in Table 4.

Good Housekeeping Measures

Practicing good housekeeping 
in maintaining and operating the 
development will minimize future 
problems and costs.  Those addressed 
below serve the primary goal of 
reducing pollution and waste in the 
environment, particularly water 
pollution.  Practicing these measures will 
also help developments comply with EPA 
water quality regulations.

Cleaning
• Practice regular street sweeping to 
    prevent litter build up.
• Clean structures and surfaces to 
    remove oil and grease.

Repairs and Storage
• Do not store motor parts or equipment 
    containing grease, oil, or gasoline in 
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29Table 4:  General recommendations for maintenance of Stormwater BMPs
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    uncovered areas susceptible to runoff.
• Do not store uncovered or unsealed     
    trash or chemical containers in 
    uncovered areas susceptible to runoff.
• Repair machines and vehicles in 
    covered areas or on a pad of absorbent 
    material to contain leaks, spills, and 
    discharges.

Water and Waste
• Do not allow irrigation water to   
    run off of the property.
• Do not allow fl uids from washing or 
    cleaning activities to run off of the 
    property.
• Dispose of waste and pollutants 
    properly.
• Recycle materials to minimize waste.

Plants
• Use alternatives to herbicides, such as 
 •keeping planted areas mulched 
 (do not use cypress mulch, which 
 is made from logging cypress in  
 Louisiana’s coastal wetlands)
 •mowing grass to maintain  
 higher grass, which is more  
 competitive 
 •leaving grass clippings which 
 provide nutrients 
 •water deeply and infrequently 
 •planting native grasses or   
 wildfl owers in large areas
• Use alternatives to fertilizers, such as
 •compost
 •leave twigs and leaves on the 
 ground under trees (not on   
 lawns)
• Use alternatives to pesticides, such as
 •diversify plant species
 •handpick pests off of plants 
 early
 •set traps, such as: netting, can  
 traps, and sticky boards
 •use benefi cial insects, such as  
 butterfl ies and bees
 •use fi sh to control mosquitoes
• Use low-toxicity pesticides

• Replace dying, diseased, or damaged 
    plants immediately

The most important things to remember 
in site management and maintenance 
are that every action has the potential 
to prevent or reduce water pollution, 
and that a regular maintenance 
regime conducted by trained staff is a 
worthwhile investment.

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002
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CHAPTER 5 STORMWATER BMPs

STORMWATER BMPs

Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
are a broad range of methods and 
procedures. These practices include 
pre-construction and post-construction 
implementation, urban to rural settings, 
and landscape or hardscape composition. 
In this chapter, various BMPs will be 
described and shown in the following 
categories:  Detention and Retention 
Systems, Infi ltration Systems, and 
Filtration Systems.

Detention and retention systems function 
as stormwater BMPs by providing places 
that collect stormwater and then slowly 
release it over a period of time.  

Detention systems are designed to hold 
water only during storm events, allowing 
the water to percolate into the ground or 
fl ow out of the basin over a range of time.  
Some systems are designed to store 
water for a specifi ed number of hours, 
while others a specifi ed number of days. 
Either option can be accomplished with 
an at surface (open) or below surface 
(closed) system.  

31

Stormwater
BMP

Percent Pollutant Removal (Median)

Dry Ponds

Total 
Suspended

Solids

47 19 -6.0 25 4 26 26

80 51 66 33 43 57 66

95 70 85 51 82 n/a 99

86 59 3 38 -14 49 88

76 49 35 30 67 40 44

81 34 38 8 31 51 71

Total 
Phosphorus

Soluble 
Phosphorus

Total 
Nitrogen

Nitrate & 
Nitrite 

Nitrogen
Copper Zinc

Wet Ponds

Infiltration BMPs

Filtration BMPs

Bioswales

Water Quality Wetland

Source, National Pollutant Removal Performance Database for STPs: 2nd Edition,  www.cwp.org

Detention and Retention Systems

Infiltration Systems

Filtration Systems

Table 5:  Effi cacy of Stormwater BMPs

Retention systems are permanent 
bodies of water that are designed to 
accommodate a specifi ed volume of 
stormwater in excess of their normal 
levels.  These systems then allow the 
additional water to slowly percolate 
into the ground or fl ow out of the basin, 
which returns to its normal water level.

Infi ltration systems create a highly 
porous surface layer that prevents runoff 
by allowing water to quickly fl ow below 
the surface and fi lters it before the water 
percolates into the groundwater supply.  
The effi cacy of infi ltration systems 
is completely dependent upon the 
permeability of the soil.

Filtration systems collect and fi lter 
stormwater with the use of plants, 
sand, and/or gravel.  They are often 
used in combination with other types of 
stormwater BMPs. 

For more information please visit:
www.epa.gov/waterscience/guide/
stormwater/    
www.epa.gov/waterscience/guide/
stormwater/fi les/usw_a.pdf

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002



EAST BATON ROUGE MASTER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

32

Detention and 
Retention Systems

• Dry Pond
• Wet Pond
• Pond Edge with  
     Bulkhead
• Pervious Paving  
     with Manufactured         
     Subsurface Storage

a connection to stormwater management system b gravel bed c emergency spillway d path
e amended soil f pond liner g freeboard     h permanent wet pond i non-compacted soil

j wetland plants & natural grasses k aquatic bench  l forebay 
m rocks to reduce velocity & energy of flow     n inflow pipe 

b
d

c

e
f

g

h

i

k

l m n
ja

Wet Pond

Wet ponds, also known as stormwater 
ponds or retention / detention ponds, 
are permanent bodies of water. Above 
the permanent water line is an area 
in which water levels are allowed to 
fl uctuate as stormwater is detained. 
This area of water level fl uctuation is 
known as freeboard. The edges of wet 
ponds, including the freeboard area, are 
vegetated with plants that fi lter the water 
before it enters the pond. Wet ponds also 
treat water through particle settlement.

a connection to stormwater management system b gravel bed c outflow pipe d slow infiltration
e soil media f geotextile fabric g sand h non-compacted soil i wetland plants & natural grasses

j forebay k rock headwall  l inflow spray pipe m path 

a
b c

e f
gd

i
j k

l
m

h

DETENTION AND RETENTION SYSTEMS

Dry Pond

Dry ponds, also known as detention 
ponds, are designed to hold water for 
a minimum time and then completely 
drain. This allows pollutants to be 
fi ltered by the vegetation along 
the edges and bottom on the pond. 
Stormwater can then infi ltrate into the 
soil or fl ow out of the basin slowly into a 
surface water body on closed drainage 
system.

Figure 31:  Schematic Section of a Dry Pond

Figure 32:  Schematic Section of a Wet Pond
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a vegetated filter b amended soil c geotextile fabric d gravel  e barrier/bulkhead 
f permeable barrier g undisturbed subgrade

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

Pond Edge with Bulkhead

Ponds in restricted spaces can still fi lter 
runoff from the surrounding areas. 
When bulkheads are used, the pond 
can receive water that fl ows through 
vegetation over the bulkhead. Water 
can also enter the pond through the 
amended soil and gravel, then through a 
permeable barrier below the bulkhead. 
This device is also serves to fi lter 
stormwater.

Figure 33:  Schematic Section of Bulkhead
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Pervious Paving with Manufactured 
Subsurface Storage

Subsurface stormwater storage features 
hold stormwater below pervious 
pavement until it infi ltrates or drains 
into the groundwater or enters the 
closed drainage system.  It is considered 
a detention area and can also act as 
fi ltration devices if fi ltration layers are 
included above the storage area.

a median/grass area b overflow safety pipe to stormwater system
c concrete wheel stop or curb with curb gaps d pervious concrete or asphalt     

e manufactured subsurface storage device     f pervious landscape fabric     g non-compacted subgrade 

a c

d

e

f

g

b

Figure 34:  Schematic Section of Subsurface Stormwater Storage Feature
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Infi ltration 
Systems

• Pervious Paving
• Pervious Paving      
    with Aggregate   
    Subsurface Storage
• Infi ltration Device
• Cistern

INFILTRATION SYSTEMS

Pervious Paving

A shallow base under pervious pavement 
allows for fi ltration of stormwater into 
the soil below. This shallow aggregate 
should be used where the soil has a high 
infi ltration rate. If the aggregate under 
the pervious pavement holds too much 
water, a drain pipe will allow the excess 
water to drain into the closed drainage 
system. Curb gaps or wheel stops also 
allow water to fl ow into the median grass 
area to infi ltrate there.

a
c

d

e

f

g

a median/grass area b overflow safety pipe to stormwater system
c concrete wheel stop or curb with curb gaps d pervious concrete or asphalt     

e aggregate with 40% void space     f pervious landscape fabric     g non-compacted subgrade 

b

Figure 35:  Schematic Section of Pervious Paving
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Pervious Paving with Aggregate 
Subsurface Storage

Pervious pavement allows infi ltration 
into the pavement and soil below 
whereas non-porous pavement causes 
water to immediately runoff into the 
drainage system. This allows water to be 
detained in the aggregate sub-base until 
it enters back into the groundwater and 
recharges aquifers or enters the closed 
drainage system. The technique is also 
considered a fi ltration device.

a
c

e

d

f
g

a median/grass area b overflow safety pipe to stormwater system
c concrete wheel stop or curb with curb gaps d pervious concrete or asphalt     

e aggregate with 40% void space     f pervious landscape fabric     g non-compacted subgrade 

b

Figure 36:  Schematic Section of Pervious Paving with Aggregate Subsurface Storage
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Infi ltration Device

Large rooftop areas generate large 
amounts of stormwater runoff. When it 
is  impractical or undesirable to either 
collect the rooftop runoff in a cistern 
or direct it to a raingarden or bioswale, 
another means should be used to treat 
the water. This infi ltration device uses 
perforated pipe, sand, and gravel to 
fi lter the water before it infi ltrates into 
the ground.  Manufactured infi ltration 
systems, sometimes called stormwater 
leaching devices, are also available.

a rain gutter system b perforated pipe c sediment basin d stormwater infiltrates subsoil  
e sand trench f vegetative filter area g infiltration device h gravel layer i sand layer  

j overflow to storm drainage system

cb

a

e
d

f

h

i
g j

Cistern

A cistern, which captures rooftop runoff, 
serves several stormwater functions. It 
retains the runoff until it can be used. 
Also, sediments in the water settle to 
the bottom of the cistern. Finally, if the 
cistern water is connected to a pump 
and is used for site irrigation, it recycles 
the rainwater and allows it to eventually 
infi ltrate into the ground.

a rain gutter system b cistern c irrigation pump/main line 
d flows outward to the rest of the irrigation system  e lawn/vegetation 

a

b
c

d

e

Figure 37:  Schematic Section of an Infi ltration Device

Figure 38:  Schematic Section of a Cistern
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FILTRATION SYSTEMS

Bioswale

Bioswales act as fi ltration devices in 
place of typical swales. Water is fi ltered 
by plants, sand, and gravel before 
entering into another BMP system or 
into the closed drainage system and 
carried offsite.

a native grasses b wetland plants c vegetated filtration swale d amended soil
e path f pea gravel pocket surrounding entire drain pipe g perforated pipe (optional)

h filter fabric around gravel pocket     i non-compacted subgrade

a b
c

d
e

f g
h i

Filtration Systems
• Bioswale
• Stormwater              
    Planter with 
    Permeable Base
• Stormwater 
    Planter with    
    Impermeable Base
• Sand Filter Basin
• Catch Basin Insert
• Water Quality
    Wetlands
• Rain Garden
• Green Roofs

Figure 39:  Schematic Section of a Bioswale
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a overflow option b 18 inch  sandy loam topsoil
c gravel/recycled glass with minimum width of 12 inch d topsoil/subsoil  e water tolerant plantings

f reservoir depth should be 4-12 inches g gravel as splash block and mulch to protect soil
h drainage downspout 

a

b

c d

g

f

e

h

Stormwater Planter 1
Permeable

Stormwater Planters are designed to 
take roof water, fi lter it, and use it as 
irrigation for plants on the site. Excess 
water is fi ltered then allowed to infi ltrate 
into the soil to help recharge the 
groundwater. This technique could also 
be considered an infi ltration or detention 
device because it holds the stormwater 
and allows it to slowly infi ltrate into the 
soil or enter the closed drainage system. 

Figure 40:  Schematic Section of a Permeable Stormwater Planter
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Stormwater Planter 2
impermeable

Stormwater Planters are designed 
to take roof water, fi lter it, and use it 
as irrigation for plants on the site. If 
conditions do not allow permeable 
surfaces below the planter for 
infi ltration, a drainage pipe can be added 
at the bottom to collect and convey 
fi ltered water for reuse, to a raingarden 
or bioswale or to a closed drainage 
system.

a foundation drains as required b waterproof building as needed
c 12 inch gravel/sand d 18 inch sandy loam topsoil  e downspout

f stone or mulch to protect soil g reservoir 4-12 inches in depth h perforated pipe    
j reverse bend trap k pipe to main storm system 

a

b

d

c

e

f

h

k

j

g

Figure 41:  Schematic Section of a Impermeable Stormwater Planter
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Sand Filter Basin

Sand Filter Basins are designed as a 
two chambered device with the fi rst 
chamber designed for the settlement of 
large particles and the second chamber 
designed for fi ltering smaller particles 
and other pollutants.  The fi ltered water 
then fl ows out of the discharge pipe into 
a pond or other waterbody.

a grated lid b inflow pipe c sedimentation chamber d low flow outlet pipe with filter screen
e accumulated heavy sediments/debris f reinforced concrete slab g overflow barrier     
h access cover i sand filter chamber j overflow discharge pipe k sand filter media  

l clean gravel layer m perforated pipe 

a

b

d

f
e

c i

l
m

k

j
g

h

Figure 42:  Schematic Section of a Sand Filter Basin
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a catch basin grate b insert c oil absorbant material dmedia housing
e treated stormwater f outlet pipe 

a

b

e

f

d

c

Catch Basin Insert

Catch Basin Inserts are manufactured 
devices used to capture settlement and 
debris from stormwater before fl owing 
through the system. These are usually 
used as pretreatment for other practices 
by catching large sediment particles.  
The fi ltered water then fl ows out of 
the discharge pipe into a pond or other 
waterbody.

42

Figure 43:  Schematic Section of a Catch Basin Insert
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a open water (3 - 7 feet) b deep marsh (1.5 - 3 feet) c shallow marsh (0.5 -1.5 feet)
d wet meadow (0 - 6 inches)   e scrub/shrub wetland f forested wetland g upland buffer 

a b c d e f g

Water Quality Wetlands

Constructed wetlands provide for a 
progressive cleaning of stormwater 
before it drains into surface water. As it 
fl ows from forested areas to marshes, 
the stormwater is fi ltered and cleaned by

non-toxic elements.  Rain Gardens can 
vary in size and design based on the 
area that drains into it and the type of 
soil in which it is implemented.  As an 
option, perforated pipes can be installed 
below the rain garden soil and connected 
to the closed drainage system.  They can 
be cared for as either gardens or can be 
blended into the landscape making them 
look “natural.”  Many native Louisiana 
plants grow and thrive in rain gardens.

Rain Garden

Rain Gardens are depressed landscaped 
areas that detain and treat stormwater 
runoff.  Water is directed into the 
gardens by pipes, swales or curb 
openings.  While the water is detained, 
sediments settle to the bottom, water 
is used by the plants, and plants uptake  
pollutants and either hold them in their 
tissues or break them down into

Figure 44:  Schematic Section of a Water Quality Wetland

Figure 45:  Schematic Section of a Rain Garden

plant material along the way.  Smaller 
wetland forebays can also be designed to 
fi lter water runoff.  
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Figure 46:  Schematic Section of a Green Roof

Green Roof

Green roofs are designed to intercept 
rainwater that falls on a roof, allowing 
plants to fi lter and uptake the water.

Green roofs provide a number of 
benefi ts:
 • reduced stormwater runoff
 • higher quality of runoff water
 • less extreme roof temperatures
 • reduced BTU consumption in  
     the building
 • extended life of the roof

The thickness of the green roof structure 
can vary by design, but need not be 
substantial in thickness or weight.  On 
top of the existing roof, a waterproof 

membrane adds additional protection 
upon which a drainage mat lays,  
providing space for water that is not 
used by the plants to drain.  The fi lter 
fabric prevents the growth media from 
clogging the drainage area.  The growth 
media is designed to be light in weight, 
to retain water for use by plants, and to 
provide plant nutrients.  Locally available 
rice hulls are light and retain water, 
so are an excellent component of the 
growth media.  The vegetation planted 
on the green roof can vary signifi cantly, 
from native grasses to species tolerant 
of drought and wind, fl uctuating 
temperature, and full sun conditions.  
A licensed landscape architect should 
design the planting and the growth 
media for the green roof.

a

a bituminous roof b waterproof membrane c  drainage mat

d soil filter fabric e growth media f vegetation

b
c

d

e

f
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Slanted roofs can be retrofi tted as green 
roofs using technology similar to fl at 
roofs, but the drainage system has to 
accomodate more rapid rate of runoff 
and the roof edges must be retrofi tted to 
contain the green roof system.

a

a shingle roof b waterproof membrane c  drainage mat

d soil filter fabric e growth media f vegetation

b

c

d

e

f

Figure 47:  Schematic Section of a Slanted Green Roof
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a

a  concrete roof b  primed substrate c water proof membrane d root protection barrier

e  protection board       f   filter fabric g  growth media h  vegetation

c

b

d

e

f
g

h

Green roofs can be installed or 
retrofi tted on many roof types including: 
concrete, shingle, bituminous, slate, and 
asphalt.

46

Figure 48:  Schematic Section of a Concrete Green Roof
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RESOURCES FOR STORMWATER 
BMPs

Websites

The following represent a small sampling of 
useful stormwater-related information.

American Institute of Hydrology
www.aihydro.org

American Society of Landscape Architects
www.asla.org

Baton Rouge Department of Public Works
http://brgov.com/dept/dpw

Center for Watershed Protection
www.cwp.org

Environmental Protection Agency
www.epa.gov

Environmental and Water Resources 
Institute of ASCE
www.ewrinstitute.org

International Stormwater Best 
Management Practices Database
www.bmpdatabase.org

Louisiana Department of Environmental 
Quality
www.deq.louisiana.gov

Louisiana State University Ag Center
www.lsuagcenter.com/en/environment/
water_issues/quality/

Natural Resources Defense Council
www.nrdc.org

River Network
www.rivernetwork.org

Smart Growth Online
www.smartgrowth.org

Stormwater Authority
www.stormwaterauthority.org

City Parish Contacts

City Parish Planning Commission
planning@brgov.com

Department of Public Works
dpw@brgov.com
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Melbourne Water Corporation.  Melbourne 
Water Land Development Manual.  Water 
Sensitive Urban Design.  <http://wsud.
melbournewater.com.au/>

Mendler, Sandra.  Reexamining the Future 
for Sustainable Design.  DesignIntelligence.  
Greenway Group, Design Futures Council.

Minton, Gary R.  2005.  “Revisiting Design 
Criteria for Stormwater Treatment Systems, 
Part 3: Flow-Through Treatment Swales 
and Strips.”  Stormwater:  The Journal 
for Surface Water Quality Professionals.  
March/April 2005 Issue, Volume 6, Number 
2, p 28-43.

Webendorfer, Bruce, editor.  2002.  Rain 
Gardens:  A Household Way to Improve 
Water Quality in Your Community.  
University of Wisconsin—Extension and 
Wisonsin Department of Natural Resources, 
Madison, WI.

Wong, Tony; Breen, Peter; and Lloyd, Sarah.  
2000.  Water Sensitive Road Design:  Design 
Options for Improving Stormwater Quality of 
Road Runoff.  Cooperative Research Centre 
for Catchment Hydrology.

Green Space, Green Infrastructure,
and Conservation

Curran, Deborah.  2001.  Economic Benefi ts 
of Natural Green Space Protection.  The 
POLIS Project on Ecological Governance, 
Eco Research Chair of Environmental 
Law and Policy, Faculty of Law and School 
of Environmental Studies, University of 
Victoria, Canada; and Smart Growth British 
Columbia.

Reference Books

These books and articles offer 
perspectives and valuable resources for 
the implementation of Best Management 
Practices and Smart Growth.

Construction

Environmental Stewardship Practices, 
2004.  Procedures, and Policies for Highway 
Construction and Maintenance.  Veneer 
Consulting and Parsons Brinckerhoff. Ernst, 
Caryn and Hart, Kelley.

Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources.  2004.  Temporary Grading 
Practices for Erosion Control:  Surface 
Roughening and Temporary Ditch Sumps, 
Conservation Practice Standard.  

Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources.  2003.  Vegetative Buffer for 
Construction Sites, Construction Practice 
Standard.  

Design

Chadde, John; Rulison, Linda; Smith, Ruth 
Ann; and Dunstan, Jean.  2005.   Design 
Guidelines to Enhance Community 
Appearance and Protect Natural Resources.  
Western Upper Peninsula Center for 
Science, Mathematics, and Environmental 
Education and Michigan Technological 
Uinviersity, Houghton, MI.

Melbourne Water and Knox City Council.  
2002.  Water Sensitive Urban Design:  For 
Large Scale Developments or Small Scale/
One Off Projects.  
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Dudley, Nigel and Stolton, Sue.  2003.  
Running Pure:  The Importance of Forest 
Protected Areas to Drinking Water.  World 
Bank and WWF Alliance for Forest 
Conservation and Sustainable Use.  
Ecological Engineering, WBM, and Parsons 
Brinckerhoff.  2004.  WSUD Engineering 
Procedures:  Stormwater, Draft.  

Ernst, Caryn.  2004.  Protecting the Source:  
Land Conservation and the Future of 
America’s Drinking Water.  The Trust for 
Public Land.

Graduate Student Workshop.  2002.  Linking 
Natural and Historic Assets:  Green 
Infrastructure as Economic Development in 
Lenior County, North Carolina.  Department 
of City and Regional Planning, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Harrison, Tracy and Mitchell, David.  
2001.  Environmental Management 
Plan:  Thurgoona Campus.  School of 
Environmental and Information Sciences for 
the Johnston Centre, Division of University 
Properties; and Albury Wodonga Campus, 
Charles Sturt University.

Head, Constance P.; Fisher, Robinson; and 
O’Brien, Maureen.  2001.  Best Management 
Practices for Community Trees:  A Technical 
Guide to Tree Conservation in Athens-
Clarke County, Georgia.

Hoff, Mary, editor.  2000.  Conserving 
Wooded Areas in Developing Communities:  
Best Management Practices in Minnesota.
Hopper, Kim, editor.  2002.  Local 
Greenprinting for Growth, Volumes I-IV.  
The Trust for Public Land.

Maynard, Roberta.  2000. “Natural Selection:  
Why developers are going all out to protect 
trees and other natural features”.  Big 
Builder.  March 2000 Issue, p 26-36.

Poole, William, editor.  Building Green 
Infrastructure: Land Conservation as a 
Watershed Protection Strategy.  

Prigann, Herman and Strelow, Heike, editor.  
2004.  Aesthetics of Ecology.  Birkhauser 
Verlag.

Rushton, Betty, Ph.D.  2002.  Infi ltration 
Opportunities in Parking Lot Designs 
Reduce Runoff and Pollution.  Seventh 
Biennial Stormwater Research and 
Watershed Management Conference, May 
22-23, 2002.

The Conservation Fund, Land Advisory 
Services.  Talbot County Green 
Infrastructure Plan, Talbot County, MD. 

The Federal Interagency Stream Restoration 
Working Group.  1998.  Stream Corridor 
Restoration:  Principles, Processes, and 
Practices.  National Engineering Handbook, 
Part 653.

Tyne, Ron.  2000.  Bridging the Gap:  
Developers Can See Green, Economic 
Benefi ts of Sustainable Site Design and Low-
Impact Development.  Land Development 
Journal, p. 27-31.

Planning

A Design Approach to Reduce Stormwater 
Impacts from Land Development and 
Achieve Multiple Objectives Related to 
Land Use.  1997.  Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control; and 
the Environmental Management Center of 
the Brandywine Conservancy.

Blaha, Kathleen A.; Cogan, Jessica; Stein, 
Linda; and Ward, Matt.  2003.  Smart Growth 
for Clean Water:  Helping Communities 
Address the Water Quality Impacts of 
Sprawl.  National Association of Local 
Government Environmental Professionals, 
Trust for Public Land, and ERG.
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Byers, Elizabeth and Ponte, Karin Marchetti.  
2005.  The Conservation Easement 
Handbook, Second Edition.  Land Trust 
Alliance and The Trust for Public Land.  

Ernst, Caryn.  2001.  Smart Growth, Land 
Conservation, and Clean Water.  Getting 
Smart, Volume 4, Number 1.  

France, Robert L. Lawrence.  2002.  
Handbook of Water Sensitive Planning and 
Design.  

Gordon, Nancy D., Finlayson, Brian L., 
Gippel, Christopher, J., Nathan, Rory J., 
and McMahon, Thomas A.  2004.  Stream 
Hydrology:  An Introduction for Ecologists.  
Wiley, John and Sons, Inc.

Hough, Michael.  1995.  Cities and Natural 
Processes.  Routledge, New York, NY.

Low-Impact Development Design Strategies:  
An Integrated Design Approach.  1999. 
Prince George’s County, Maryland 
Department of Environmental Resource, 
Programs and Planning Division. 

Ndubisi, Forster.  2002.  Ecological Planning:  
A Historical and Comparative Synthesis.  
Johns Hopkins University Press.
Parsons Brinckerhoff.  2004.  Sustainable 
Development.  PB Network, Issue No. 59, 
November 2004, Volume XIX, Number 3.

Schueler, T. R.  1995.  Environmental 
Land Planning Series:  Site Planning for 
Urban Stream Protection.  Department for 
Environmental Programs, Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments, 
Washington, D.C.

 The Guiding Principles of the Ranch Plan.  
Rancho Mission Viejo, Orange County, 
CA.  <http://www.ranchomissionviejo.
com/?utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=msgid.2581>

Weinstein, Neil.  2002.  Low Impact 
Development Retrofi t Approach for Urban 
Areas.  Seventh Biennial Stormwater 
Research and Watershed Management 
Conference.

Stormwater Management

A Systematic Approach to Drainage.  2005. 
Stormwater:  The Journal for Surface Water 
Quality Professionals.  March/April 2005 
Issue, Volume 6, Number 2, p 80-81.

Allison, Robin; Chiew, Francis; and 
McMahon, Tom.  1997.  Stormwater Gross 
Pollutants:  Industry Report.  Cooperative 
Research Centre for Catchment Hydrology.

Arendt, R.G.  1996.  Conservation Design 
for Subdivisions.  Natural Lands Trust, 
American Planning Association, and 
American Society of Landscape Architects.
Backstrom, M.  2002.

Christov A-Boal, D.; Lechte, P.; and 
Shipton, R.  1995.  Installation and 
Evaluation of Domestic Greywater Reuse 
Systems.  Department of Civil and Building 
Engineering; and Victoria University of 
Technology, Victoria, Australia.  

First Annual Report: Mitigating Nonpoint 
Source Pollution in Urban Watersheds with 
Spatial Modeling,  2004.  Best Management 
Practices for Wetlands and Community 
Outreach.  School of the Coast and 
Environment, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, LA.

GeoSyntec Consultants, Urban Drainage 
and Flood Control District, Urban Water 
Resources Research Council of ASCE.  
2002.  Urban Stormwater BMP Performance 
Monitoring:  A Guide for Meeting the 
National Stormwater BMP Database 
Requirements.  Offi ce of Water, US 
Environmental Protection Agency.
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Gleason, John.  2004.  Alternative 
Stormwater Management Techniques.  
City of Austin, Watershed Protection and 
Development Review Department, Austin, 
TX.

Louisiana Water Quality Management Plan.  
Louisiana Department of Environmental 
Quality.  <http://deq.la.gov/planning/cpp.
htm>

Marsalek, Jiri; Zeman, Evzen; Watt, W. Ed; 
and Seiker, Heiko.  2001.  Advances in Urban 
Stormwater and Agricultural Runoff Source 
Controls.  NATO Science Series IV, Earth 
and Environmental Sciences Volume 6.  
Kluwer Academic Publishers.

Melbourne Water Corporation.  2003.  
Recycled Water Handbook.  

Mitchell, Grace; Mein, Russell;  and 
McMahon, Tom.  1999.  The Reuse Potential 
of Urban Stormwater and Wastewater.  
Cooperative Research Centre for Catchment 
Hydrology.

Nathanson, Jerry A.  1986.  Basic 
Environmental Technology:  Water Supply, 
Waste Disposal, and Pollution Control.  John 
Wiley and Sons, New York, NY.

Path to Protection:  Ten Strategies for 
Successful Source Water Protection.  2005. 
Water Protection Series.  Trust for Public 
Land.

Ree, W.O.  1949.  Hydraulic Characteristics 
of Vegetation for Vegetated Waterways.  
Agricultural Engineering Journal, S 671 A3, 
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Abatement  Reducing the degree or intensity of, 
or eliminating, pollution.

Acute Toxicity  The ability of a substance to 
cause severe biological harm or death soon after 
a single exposure or dose. Also, any poisonous 
effect resulting from a single short-term 
exposure to a toxic substance.

Agricultural Pollution  Farming wastes, 
including runoff and leaching of pesticides 
and fertilizers; erosion and dust from plowing; 
improper disposal of animal manure and 
carcasses, crop residues, and debris.

Aquifer  An underground geological formation, 
or group of formations, containing water. Are 
sources of groundwater for wells and springs. 

Assimilation  The ability of a body of water to 
purify itself of pollutants. 

Basin  Any area draining to a point of interest.

Best Management Practice (BMP)  Methods 
that have been determined to be the most 
effective, practical means of preventing or 
reducing pollution from nonpoint sources. 

Bioswale  A long, gently sloped, vegetated ditch 
designed to fi lter pollutants from stormwater. 
native grasses are the most common vegetation, 
but wetland vegetation can be used if the soil is 
saturated.

Buffer strip  A relatively undisturbed section 
of forest adjacent to an area requiring special 
attention or protection such as a stream, lake, or 
road.

Channel  A natural stream which conveys 
surface runoff water within well-defi ned banks.

Culvert  A metal, concrete, or plastic pipe 
through which water is carried.

Detention  The temporary storage of 
stormwater runoff in a BMP with the goals of 
controlling peak discharge rates and providing 
gravity settling of pollutants.

Discharge  Flow of surface water in a stream 
or canal or the outfl ow of groundwater from 
a fl owing artesian well, ditch, or spring. Can 
also apply to discharge of liquid effl uent from 
a facility or to chemical emissions into the air 
through designated venting mechanisms. 

Drainage Impact Study (DIS)  A component 
of the Stormwater Management Plan required by  
the stormwater management planning process. 

Drainage structure  A human-made structure 
that facilitates the movement of water off an area.

Dredging  Removal of mud from the bottom of 
waterbodies. This can disturb the ecosystem and 
cause silting that kills aquatic life. Dredging of 
contaminated muds can expose biota to heavy 
metals and other toxics. 

Dry Pond  A facility that provides stormwater 
quantity control by containing excess runoff in 
a detention basin, then releasing the runoff at 
allowable levels.

Ecosystem  The interacting system of a 
biological community and its non-living 
environmental surroundings. 

Edge  An area where two or more vegetation 
types converge.

Erosion  The wearing away of land surface 
by wind or water, intensifi ed by land-clearing 
practices related to farming, residential or 
industrial development, road building, or logging. 

Eutrophication  The slow aging process during 
which a lake, estuary, or bay evolves into a bog 
or marsh and eventually disappears. During the 
later stages of eutrophication the waterbody is 
choked by abundant plant life caused by higher 
levels of nutritive compounds such as nitrogen 
and phosphorus. Human activities can accelerate 
the process. 

Evapotranspiration  The process of 
transferring moisture from the earth to the 
atmosphere by evaporation of water and 
transpiration from plants.

Filter strip  A vegetated area of land that fi lters 
runoff and separates a water body from activities 
that generate runoff; or a vegetated area that 
collects, fi lters, and conveys water much like a 
bioswale.

Filtration  A water treatment process for 
removing solid (particulate) matter and other 
pollutants from water by means of porous media 
such as sand, a man-made fi lter, or vegetation.
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GIS (Geographic Information Systems) 
A set of powerful tools that visualize and 
manage large data sets with complex spatial 
and physical interactions. GIS helps identify 
potential problems and solutions, and facilitates 
alternatives and analysis using maps and other 
graphics depicting the outcome of each modeled 
alternative. 

Gray Water  Domestic wastewater composed 
of wash water from kitchen and laundry sinks, 
tubs, and washers.  Does not include toilet water 
(black water).

Groundwater  The fresh water found beneath 
the Earth’s surface, usually in aquifers, which 
supplies wells and springs. Because groundwater 
is a major source of drinking water, there is 
growing concern over contamination from 
leaching agricultural or industrial pollutants or 
leaking underground storage tanks. 

Groundwater Discharge  Groundwater 
entering near coastal waters which has been 
contaminated by landfi ll leachate, deep well 
injection of hazardous wastes, septic tanks, etc. 

Habitat  The place where a population (e.g., 
human, animal, plant, microorganism) lives and 
its surroundings, both living and non-living. 

Hazardous Waste  By-products of society 
that can pose a substantial or potential hazard 
to human health or the environment when 
improperly managed. Possesses at least one 
of four characteristics (ignitability, corrosivity, 
reactivity, or toxicity), or appears on special EPA 
lists.

Heavy Metals  Metallic elements with high 
atomic weights; (e.g. mercury, chromium, 
cadmium, arsenic, and lead); can damage 
living things at low concentrations and tend to 
accumulate in the food chain.

Hydromodifi cation  The alteration of the 
natural fl ow of water through a landscape, and 
often takes the form of channel modifi cation or 
channelization.

Hydrology  The science dealing with the 
properties, distribution, and circulation of water.

Infi ltration  The penetration of water through 
the ground surface into sub-surface soil.  The 
technique of applying large volumes of waste 
water to land to penetrate the surface and 
percolate through the underlying soil.

Integrated Stormwater Management  An 
approach which regards stormwater as a 
resource rather than as waste which must be 
disposed of.

Invasive Species  Introduced species or non-
indigenous species that are rapidly expanding 
outside of their native range. 

Load Allocation (LA)  The portion of a 
receiving water’s total maximum daily load 
that is attributed either to one of its existing or 
future nonpoint sources of pollution or to natural 
background sources. 

Maximum Daily Load  The maximum pollutant 
load that a body of water can safely accommodate 
and meet water quality standards. 

Mitigation  Measures taken to reduce adverse 
impacts on the environment. 

Native Species  Originating naturally, growing 
or produced in a particular country or region, as 
animals or plants.

Natural Channel  A watercourse created by 
the erosive forces of water moving over land. 
Drainage ditches are not considered natural 
channels.

Natural Drain  A naturally occurring 
conveyance for he fl ow of water.

Natural Regeneration  The planned 
regeneration of a forest that either uses existing 
trees as a source of seed or encourages sprouting 
from stumps or roots.

Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS)  Pollution 
which is induced by runoff; is not traceable 
to any discrete or identifi able facility; and is 
controllable through the utilization of best 
management practices.

Nonpoint Sources  Diffuse pollution sources 
(i.e., without a single point of origin or not 
introduced into a receiving stream from a specifi c 
outlet). The pollutants are generally carried 
off the land by stormwater. Common nonpoint 
sources are agriculture, forestry, urban, mining, 
construction, dams, channels, land disposal, 
saltwater intrusion, and city streets. 

54

St. George Unified Development Code (UDC) Adopted via Ordinance No. 2024-002



Nutrient  Any substance assimilated by living 
things that promotes growth. The term is 
generally applied to nitrogen and phosphorus in 
wastewater, but is also applied to other essential 
and trace elements.

Nutrient Pollution  Contamination of water 
resources by excessive inputs of nutrients. In 
surface waters, excess algal production is the 
major concern.

Operation and Maintenance BMPs   
Activities conducted after construction to 
ensure that facilities constructed to treat runoff 
water will be properly operated and maintained 
to be effective and effi cient in stormwater 
management.

pH  An expression of the intensity of the basic or 
acid condition of a liquid; may range from 0 to 14, 
where 0 is the most acid and 7 is neutral. Natural 
waters usually have a pH between 6.5 and 8.5. 

Phosphorus  An essential chemical food 
element that can contribute to the eutrophication 
of lakes and other waterbodies. Increased 
phosphorus levels result from discharge of 
phosphorus-containing materials into surface 
waters. 

Phytoremediation  Low-cost remediation option 
for sites with widely dispersed contamination at 
low concentrations.

Point Source  A stationary location or fi xed 
facility from which pollutants are discharged; any 
single identifi able source of pollution; e.g., a pipe, 
ditch, ship, ore pit, factory smokestack. 

Potable Water  Water that is safe for drinking 
and cooking.

Rain Garden  A low-lying garden that intercepts 
stormwater runoff, fi lters it, and allows for 
percolation of water back into the groundwater 
supply

Receiving Waters  A river, lake, ocean, stream, 
or other watercourse into which wastewater or 
treated effl uent is discharged. 

Recharge Zone  A land area in which water 
reaches the zone of saturation from surface 
infi ltration, e.g., where rainwater soaks through 
the earth to reach an aquifer.

Remediation  Cleanup or other methods used 
to remove or contain a toxic spill or hazardous 
materials.

Retention  The process of collecting and 
holding surface and stormwater runoff with no 
surface outfl ow. The amount of precipitation on a 
drainage area that does not escape as runoff. 

Retrofi t  Addition of a pollution control device 
on an existing facility without making major 
changes to the generating plant.

Runoff  That part of precipitation, snowmelt, 
or irrigation water that runs off the land into 
streams or other surface water. It can carry 
pollutants from the air and land into receiving 
waters. 

Sediments  Soil, sand, and minerals washed 
from land into water, usually after rain. They pile 
up in reservoirs, rivers and harbors, destroying 
fi sh and wildlife habitat, and clouding the water 
so sunlight cannot reach aquatic plants. Careless 
farming, mining, and construction activities will 
expose sediment materials, allowing them to 
wash off the land after rainfall. 

Stormwater  Precipitation that accumulates in 
natural and/or constructed storage and storm 
water systems during and immediately following 
a storm event.

Surface Water  All water naturally open to the 
atmosphere (rivers, lakes, reservoirs, ponds, 
streams, impoundments, seas, estuaries, etc.). 

Suspended Solids  Small particles of solid 
pollutants that fl oat on the surface of, or are 
suspended in water.

SWM  Storm Water Management

SWPPP  Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(required by Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality)

TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load)  The 
allowable loadings or other quantifi able 
parameters for a waterbody to meet the U.S. 
EPA’s TMDL Program, authorized under Section 
303(d) of the Clean Water Act (CWA), water 
quality standards. The CWA addresses waters in 
the nation that do not meet the national goal of 
“fi shable, swimmable,” despite implementation 
of nationally required levels of control pollution 
technology that requires each state to identify 
and develop TMDLs.
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Total Suspended Solids (TSS)  A measure 
of the suspended solids in wastewater, effl uent, 
or waterbodies, determined by tests for “total 
suspended non-fi lterable solids.” 

Uptake  The absorption by plant tissues of a 
substance, such as a nutrient, and its permanent 
or temporary retention.

Urban Runoff  Stormwater from city streets 
and adjacent domestic or commercial properties 
that carries pollutants of various kinds into the 
drainage systems and receiving waters. 

Wastewater  The spent or used water from 
a home, community, farm, or industry that 
contains dissolved or suspended matter.

Water Quality Impact Study (WQIS)  A 
component of the Stormwater Management 
Plan required by the stormwater management 
planning process. 

Water Quality Standards (WQS)  State-
adopted and EPA-approved ambient standards 
for waterbodies. The standards prescribe the use 
of the waterbody and establish the water quality 
criteria that must be met to protect designated 
uses. 

Watershed Approach  A coordinated 
framework for environmental management 
that focuses public and private efforts on the 
highest priority problems within hydrologically 
defi ned geographic areas (watersheds) taking 
into consideration both surface and groundwater 
fl ow. 

Watershed  The land area that drains into a 
stream; the watershed for a major river may 
encompass a number of smaller watersheds that 
ultimately combine at a common point.  At the 
larger scale, East Baton Rouge Parish is in the 
Lake Ponchartrain Basin (watershed) and one-
third of the U.S. drains into the Atchafalaya Basin 
(watershed).

Wetlands  An area saturated by surface or 
groundwater with vegetation adapted for life 
under those soil conditions, as swamps, bogs, 
fens, marshes, and estuaries. 

Wet Pond  A facility that treats stormwater for 
water quality by utilizing a permanent pool of 
water to remove conventional pollutants from 
runoff through sedimentation, biological uptake 
and plant fi ltration.
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